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PREFACE. 



The |)ur{)i)«« of the Itranch Historical Papers is, first, to stimu- 

ite the study of history in Randolpl]- Macon CoHcrc. and, scc- 

»d, to put in good form, accessible to stiidcnu, whatever papers 

ad documents may come into the possession of the Randolph- 

facon Historical Society, The first, it is hoped, will be 

jttiained by publishing each year tlie Bennett Vrhc p«per, thus 

rding publicly whatever earnest work may be done, and by 

lis ver>' publicity stimulating the spirit of accurate study and 

ivestigaiion. 

John P. Branch, Esq., of Richmond, has made this possible by 
his libeialily in meeting the expense of the first publication. It 
is hoped that a larger usefulness may become possible by a 
larger and more zealous interest on the part of both students and 
friends of the institution. 

Tlie first issue is necessarily crude, incomplete, the more so 

■use of the hasty work made necessary by the short time left 

the publication was assured. The initial paper is, it is 

bought, not inappropriate in a publication sent out from the 

■liege of the Methodists of Virginia and Maryland. 
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Tlie Revohilionarj' correspondence of Levcn Powell and 
David Griffith, two staunch \Vhig», of Loudoun county, has been 
publi&hcd. but in a pani|>hlct privately circulated — too copies 
only; and it will have very considerable value because of the 
light shed on the movements of that momentous epoch. These 
tetters give a good picture of the bold, sturdy patriots as they 
first flew to arms — along with Patrick Henry — in the defence ol 
VifRinia and America. There were few braver, more faithful or 
intelligent soldiers enlisted during the whole Revolutionary War 
than Levcn Powell and his neighbor, the militant parson of 
Shelbourne Parish, Loudoun county, who gave up his church to 
enter the army at th? very beginning. Griffith's service was all 
the inure valuable because of his training as a physician, and he 
was at once made surgeon. ser>'ing first in the neighborhood of 
Williamsbui^, then in the Continental Army under Washington. 
But tile letters themselves are the best commentaries on the 
worth and valor of the men. 

There were three other true, testy soldiers that went to make 
up lliat little group of which Powell iieem.^ to have been the lead- 1 
ing spirit : Col. George Johnston, of Halifax, aide to General 
Washington, who died at Momslown. 1777; Major James Hen- 
dricks, who likewise died in the harness at Valley Forge, and 
Major Andrew Leilch. Some letters of these have been pre- 
served, and they all breathe the same spirit of zeal and patriotism 
that these published so clearly manifest. It is our desire to pub* 1 
lish at a later day a fuller account of these men and the rAle they 
played in the ser\'ice of their country. 

Lcven Powell's letters bearing on the campaign of 1800 and 
the contest in the House of Representatives following, explain 
them.ielvcs and show the attitude of (heir author. These letters 
were printed for the first time in the Ocloher number of the Ran- 
dciph-Mocmt Monthly, which is now out of print, and so a reprint 
is deemed not altogether useless, in view of the calls occasion- 
ally being received. 

Editor. 



Beffinmng» of Metfiodifm in Vtrginia. Z 

"deverhjx jarratt and the beginnings of 
methodism in virginia. 



BY J. w. surm. 

R EVOLUTIONS, eiiher in rdi^ous or political affairs — and 
the (ormer is apt to precede the latter— come slowly and 
ordinarily "from below." This was as true of the momentous Vir- 
ginia Revoluiion of 1776 as of that of France fourteen years later. 
And here in Virginia tlie process was the same — a constant push- 
ing upward of those classes which Virginians called then and 
would call now "mean." Here in Virginia the upheaval began 
in the church. Fifty years betore the Methodist Societies became 
the Methodist Church, the movement was well begun. It con- 
tinued to increase in importance, gaining by the zeal of its lead- 
ers as well as by the reasonableness of its program, and the way 
was cleared for a new N'irginia. 

It is the purpose of this paper to trace briefly the life and influ- 
ence of one of the silent, obscure workers of this Revolution ; of 
a man whose name is seldom mentioned, yet one who deserves 
much from Virginians of to-day — the Reverend Deveretix Jar- 
ratt, of the parish of Rath, Dinwi<ldie county, Virginia. 

I>evcrcux Jarratt was bom in New Kent county. Virginia, on 
January 6, 1732. Little is known concerning his parentage ex- 
cept what he himself tells us.' He was of English descent, his 
grandfather having been Ijom in London, in Devereux county. 
His fjT^ndmother was a native of Ireland. Both of his grand* 
parents on his father's side died before he was Iwm. They were 
plain, poor people, "but industrious and rather rough in thetr 
manners." The father of Dcvereux, Robert Jarratt, was a simple, 
inoffensive man. and followed the trade of a carpenter. His 



'Lire of Jarratt. pogn 12. Wbe<n we ror«r tfa« rMOer to tbe Ut« of Jar* 
ratt. wo mmn the oim wrltttm br btnuKlf. In a N«riee of leltere addreased 
tAlbo Rl-v. John Coleiuati, u( Slarylasd. BaltunnK, 1B06. 
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mother "was the daughter of Joseph Bradley, oF Qiarles City, a 
county bordering on New* Kent."' Xonc of his ancestors were 
wcaitliy or famous, but, as wc might call then], people of 
moderate circumstances. A few lines from one of his letters 
shows well the circumstances in his home, and also the condition 
of the average "simple" folk of that day. "They ahvays had 
plenty of plain food and raiment, wholesome and good, suitable 
to their humble station and the times in which they lived. Our 
food was altogether the produce of the farm, or plantation, ex- 
cept a little sugar, which was rarely used ; and our raiment was 
altogeUier my mother's manufacture, except our hats and shoes, 
the latter of which wc never put on but in the winter season. Wc 
made no use of tea or coffee for breakfast, or at any other time \ 
nor did I know a single family that made any use of them. Meat, 
bread and milk was the ordinary food of all my acquaintance. I 
suppose the richer sort might make nsc of those and other luxu- 
ries, but to sud] people I had no access. We were accustomed 
to look upon what were called 'gentle folks" as beings ol a supe- 
rior order.* 

No doubt part of Jarratt's earnestness and religious zeal of 
after years can be attributed to llie simple teachings of his parents 
when he was very young. Like all true parents, ttiey did not 
strive after honor and worldly fame for their children, but en- 
deavored to instill the principles of honesty and virtue, tliat they 
might be a blessing to them and an honor to iheir country. Dc- 
vereux's father died when he was six years old. At the age of 
eight years he was sent to an English school near by. Tlie 
course of study in those days was not so extensive as ours, and 
scarcely anytliing more was taught than " the three R"»."' 

In most parishes there were small schools, and "Beverly, who 
wrote in 1705, says that it was the habit of the people of Vir- 
ginia to join together and form little schools for the education of 



'Lite of Jamtt, ptt» 18. 
■Lite of Jarrati, pnc* I8. 
■See Ftak«— 01<l Vfrslnla and Her Neiitbort. Vol. n. page 24S. 
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the children."* Private free schools were founded by individuals, 
and very often clever servants or young ministers were employed 
BS tutors. Frequently advertisements like the following appear io 
the yirginia Gawttt: 

Middlesex, Oct. 26. 1769. "A single man that understands 
teaching Rending, Writing and AHtlimetic. and comes well 
recommended, will meet with encouragement by applying to the 
subscriber." 

We also find evidence that some effort was made to educate the 
colored children. Tlicre may be found in the vestry book of Pcts- 
wortli Parish, in Gloucester county, a statement of October 30, 
1716, wherein Ralph Bcvis promi&cs to " give George Pclsworth, 
a molailoe boy of the age of 12 years, 3 year.t' schooling, and 
carefully to instruct him afterwards, that he may read well in any 
part of the Bible."* So much for ilie educational advantages of 
tliat time. 

Dcvcreux's mother dying when he was about twelve, he was 
taken from .school, and no more i-are was bestowed on his educa- 
tion. He now fell under the guardianship of his elder brother, 
but he was of such a lenient and kind disposition that young 
Jarratt was under no moral restraint whatever. lie says : " I fol- 
lowed the way of my own heart, and walked in the sight of mine 
own eyes, not considering, as every one ought, that for all these 
things God uvuid bring tne into judgtncfil."^ His time was now 
divided between working on a plantation and training race horses 
and gamecocks. At the age of seventeen he left his elder brother 
and became an apprentice at carpcnicring under bis younger 
brother, Joseph. 

He continued under the care of his brothers until he was about 
twenty, but during that time no thought was paid to religion. 
Cards, racing and dancing were the favorite pastimes of the un- 
godly, and even those who professed to be Christians were not 

'n'<ll(4Mi oxd Mary CoUfg* Qitirfrrty. VI. 1. 
•nuilam UHrf Jfrtfy r*Hi-yr Qtmrli-ily. V. 219. 
'Llt» of Jarratt. page tO. 
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eniirdy guiltless. Even t)ic ministers gave themselves up to qucs- 
lionatitc sports, and were often found at the race course and the 
ball room. The duties of llie Sabbatli were performed in a regu- 
lar, routine manner, while on other days they pleased the body 
with worldly amusement. Mr, Btair, in a letter to ihe Bishop of 
London, dated Williamsburg, March 24, 1734. speaking coDcem- 
ing an anonymous letter, in which were obje<:tion» urged against 
the present condition of the clcrgj\ says, "and tho" there may be 
some truth in what lie objects to the clci^y in the point of drink- 
ing, it is neither so general nor to such a degree as he represents 
it.'" Indeed, we are told that they belted at cards, rallied dice, 
and even baptized children where the wine flowed (rcely, and the 
dance enabled them 10 display their clerical grace.* So prevalent 
had been the wickedness that the General Assembly, at an early- 
date, found il neces!«ary to state that " ministors shall not give 
themselves to excess in drinking or riot, spending their time idly 
by day or night."" Little progress had been made in morality 
in general even up to the time of ihc Revohitton. for in the news- 
paper of tile day we find tliis statement, "The heads of the church 
grow fat, while the poor curates wax lean. Some Bishops are 
termed men of pIi-aMire. and their Ladies Women of Fashion. 
The superior clcrgj' get rich, and their inferiors are Beggars. 
Cards, Fishijig, and drinking Punch engage too many of the 
Opulent, and sorrow and aflliction the Distressed."' A (juotation 
from Jarratt's tetters will illustrate well the performances of the 
duties of the Sabbath by the clcrgj-. "1 know not that I ever 
heard any .serious conversation respecting God and Chnst, 
Heaven and Hell. There was a church in the parish, within three 
miles of me, and a great many people attended it every Sunday. 
But I went not once in a year. And if [ had gone ever so often, 
I should not have been much the wiser, for the parbh minister 
was but a poor preacher — very inapt to teach or even to gain 



•Churcli la VU^Dia 1S&0-1S7«. pas* 3£7. 

■See Bawlson'a Hlstary of Vh-slnta. Vol. 2. Cfaap. III. 

"R«anlns Id Balrd. ttace SS. 

<r{nr<»I« Oaitllf, Mareb 3. 1TT4. 
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ailention of an a;i<li«nc<. Being very near-sighted, and preach- 
ing wholly by a written copy, he kept his eyes continually fixed 
on tiic paper, and »o near that what lie said seemed rather ad- 
irtit to the cushion than to the congrc^^ation. iixccpt at a time 
when he might have a (|uarrcl with anybody, then he would 
Mraightcn up and speak lustily, that all might distinctly hear. 

I remember to have heard lie liad once a cjuarrel with hts clerk, 
and strove hard in vestry to turn the poor man out of his place, 
but failed in the attempt. 'Hie next Sunday he had prepared a 
scolding for him, and did vilify him stoutly, right over his head. 
The clerk sat it out to the last, and as soon as the angry sermon 
ended, he rose tip. according to custom, to sing a FiAlm. He 
wished 10 return the parson like for like, but was not allowed, 
there, to say anything, but was conlainetl within the lids of the 
Prayer- Book. However, to suit tlic discourse, and pay the minis- 
ter in kind, he gave out tlie zd P»alm, and with an audible voice 
read the first stanza thus — 

'With n'lilluo nnd tiDgoT«m'<1 ra^, 

Wlij- d') thv lii-alheii (forni f 
Wliy in •iicli nah atUntjilM cngagct, 

Ae Uiey can titi'tr perform f^ 

Such, briefly, was the spiritual condition of the limes, altliough 
we do not mean to say that there were not a number of faithful 
ministers and hundreds of godly men and women. 

While Devercux had been under the g^lardian^hip of his broth- 
ers, he had not entirely given up studying. Often, while the horse 
with which he plowed was grazing, many a telling moment was 
ipent on arithmetic. He tells us that he was so well skilled in 
the Division of Crops, the Rule of Three and Practice, that hts 
fame went abroad.* .-K man by the name of Jacob Moon, dwell- 
ing in Albemarle county, having heard concerning him, engaged 
his services as a a schoolmaster. Packing up the little he pos- 
sessed, and borrowing a horse from his brother, he set out for his 

'Lit* at Jarrait. paK« II. 
■Lir<t of Jorrntt, pngv SB. 
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n«w station. Tlie school fell below his cxpecutions, so he 
mained here only one year. The (oUowtng session he wa$ f 
tunate enough lo procure anotlicr school, but this was even wo; 
than the first. Here lie must board among those who employ^ 
him. proportioning his time as best he could. Tlie first part ol 
the term was spent with an ungodly family, given up to merriment 
and folly. Here Dcvcrcux wished to remain the whole year, but 
his lime being up. he went to board with another family by t 
name of Cannon, This honsehold was entirely different from th 
late one. The lady of the house was a "new-light," and all levity 
and every form of ungodlinws was banished from the home. 
Jarratt was now in somewhat of a dilemma. What must he do? 
Finally lie deeided to play the hypocrite. It seems that one ol 
the customs of the bdy was to read a sermon each night in Flavel,, 
and naturally Jarratt was asked to join her. He accepted the in- 
vitation, thinking this would be one of the ways by which he could 
act his part. But just as the trickling stream, though slowly, but 
surely, wears away the stern rock, so these sermons came to have 
an efTect upon his hardened heart. "Hut it pleased God. on a 
certain night, while she was reading, as usual, to draw out my 
attention, and fix it on the subject in a manner unknown to me 
before. The text of the sermon was. Then opetiril he their under' 
slaHtling. The subject was naturally as dark to me as any of th 
lonncr. and yet 1 felt myself imprest with it, and saw my personal 
interest in the solemn truths — and truths I believe them to be."' 
He now became conscious thai he was a sinner, and this feel- 
ing followed him from mom till night. lie now resolved, if 
[MMsible, to save his soul from destruction, but the way was dark, 
and he tried to accomplish it by trusting in his own strength. 
His experience was one of continual warfare — "sinning and re 
pcntiog, repenting and sinning." The next year he changed hi: 
abode and went back to Moon's. He still kept up his sea 
after light, and did what he could to infiucnce the family (or good, 
but with little success. One of his many embarrassments was the 
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absence of books. He borrowed "Ru&seU's Seven Sermons," and 
was fortunate in procuring the loan of Burkctt's exposition on the 
New Testament. Sitting on the hearili, by the light of the blazing 
logs, he endeavored to know as much as his mind would allow 
concerning the great truths of Christianity. -He became more in- 
tense in his simple, and gave up all questionable amusements. 
It was about this time that Dcvcrcux met with a severe defeat. 
He determine*! to pay a visit to his brothers, and renew the ac- 
quaintanceship of his friends. One night his brothers gathered 
a number of [leople for the purpose of dancing and drinking 
cider. Jarratt held aloof for some time, hut at last the temp- 
tation was too strong, and he entered into all the gayeties.* 
Hb ftoul now met with a set-back, and for two or three months 
he tells us that he had little relish for anything of a religious 
nature. 

The following year he went back to teach the son of Mr. Can- 
non. By the aid and example of Mrs. Cannon, he was brought 
back to his former rcsolvei. He now became intimately ac- 
quainted with a Presbyterian minister, and had the help both of 
his st-rmons and his private conversation. It was about this time 
that he was truly converted, and wc cannot pass without giving 
his account of it. "While in this state of suspense. I was assaulted 
with very uncommon trials, and a perplexing thought followed 
me, that my case was singular, and that no man in the world had 
such trials, oppositions and enemies to contend with as I had. 
The Lord relic^'ed me at last. I well remember the time and place, 
when and where I was sitting, with a good book in my hand. 
In this I read a great many discouraging cases, described by the 
author, with the promises adapted to such cases. 1 paid great 
attention to every case and promise — and perhaps not without 
hope that Ciod would he my friend, But not finding my case. I 
was still thinking it nameless, and altogether singular, and con- 
sequently there could he no promise in the Bible suitable to it. 
At last I cast my eye on Isaiah 62, 12 — Thou skalt be called, sought 
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out, a eily mi fwsaken. These woT<lti appeared v«ry applicable 
to a nomekss case, and I was cnablcit to apply them as such, to 
the great coniJort of my soul. I saw, and believed, that though 
my case was Honukss. and hid from all (lie men upon earth, yet 
God knew it, and would search me out for good, and not forsake 
me, or give me over into the hand of the enemy. I was blessed 
with faith to believe, not one promise only, but all the promises 
of the gospel, with joy unspeakable and full of glory. I saw 
such a fullness in Christ, to save to the uttermost, that had I ten 
thousand souls as wretched and guilty as mine was, I could ven- 
ttire all on His blood and righteousness without one doubt or fear. 
The comforts I then felt were beyond expression, and far superior 
to anything I had ever knou'n before that memorable hour. 

EK-mal gloriM to the King, 

Wlio brongbl me Bafely through; 
My (ong^iM shftll n^ver omk to eing. 

And eudlem praise renew. 

Not that I suppose I never had true religion before this — I be- 
lieve I had real religion, or 1 could not have gone through so 
many trials — but such a bright manitestation of the Redeemer's 
all-sufficiency and willingness to save, .and such a divine confi- 
dence to rely on Him, I never had till that moment. It was a 
little heaven upon earth — so sweet, so nourishing, so delightful. 
I tittered not a word, but silently rejoiced in God my Saviour."* 

Before this, JJevereux had to a small extent taken part in re- 
ligious gatherings in the neighborhood. Me had led in prayer, 
conducted the singing, and read several practical discourses to 
the people. He did not attempt to preach, but would intcru'cave 
his thoughts into the sermons that he read, so lliat they would not 
appear different. His friends urged him to cmcr the ministry, 
but he paid httlc attention to the matter. He still continued to 
teach and study. Leaving Mr. Cannon's, he went into Cumber- 
land and started a school at a Mr. Thomas Tabb's. Here he was 
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fortunate enough in making chc acquaintance of a young man 
by the name oi Alexander Manin, and from him he took lessons 
in Latin and Greek. 

In the spring of 1762, Jarratt stopped teaching, and began to 
prepare for admission into Holy Orders. At 6rst he had decided 
to enter the Presbyterian ministry, but. later on. chiefly from a 
fituncial standpoint, he made up his mind to be an Bpi&co)>Blian. 
In October of the same year, he left for England, to take the rites 
of ordination. At Christmas he was ma<le deacon, and one week 
later priest. By the loih of January, 1763, he was ready to return 
home, but on account of the condition of the weather, and sick- 
ness, he was delayed. He had the o]>porltmity, while in the nie- 
n-opolis, to hear some of the greatest preachers of the day, and 
even to preach several times himself. He says that he preached so 
differently from the customary manner that he was suspected of 
being a MelhodLit, but that he did not know anything concerning 
their doctrines and principles. He heard Mr. Wesley and Mr. 
Whitfield both preach, but seems not to have been so favorably 
impressed. On tlie first Sunday in July, 1763, he reached Vir- 
ginia, after being away for nine months.' 

His first work now was to find a vacant parish. He knew of 
only one. but this was not suitable to his taste. He went to Cum* 
berland and rcraaiiied there for a few weeks, preaching in the p.ir- 
i»h of one of his uld friends. In August, hearing that the parish 
of Bath was unoccupied, he went to enquire about it. The vestry 
mri and unanimously agreed to retain him. Devereux was now 
thirty-one years of age. and he remained here, serving the people, 
until his death. Several ministers had preceded him. but, from his 
own accoimt. the religious condition of the people was sadly lack- 
ing. They seenie<l to know scarcely anything concerning the es- 
sentia] truths of tlie gospel. They had been accustomed to hear 
wcll-sounding discourses concerning morality, but the real, vital 
nutters were led untouched. Jarratt's preaching was entirely dif- 
ferent, and more like the Methodists than the clergy of the Esiab- 
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Itslietl Church. ■ His subjects were conversion, the new birth. an<l 
the inefficiency of jjood works. The qnestioiiablc sports and 
aitiiiscmeiits of t)i<; day were cried out against, and he strove to 
show that the gospel extended to tlic minutest detail. In a word, 
he revolutionized the whole scope of preaching in his section. In- 
deed, not alone did the communicants behold him with amaze- 
ment, but the clergy viewed him with suspicion — ^"Yea. I was 
posed and reproached by tlie clerjry, called an enthusiast, fanatic, 
visionary, disst-nttT, Presbjtcrian, madman, and what not."' Yet, 
like the apostle, none of these things moved him. He lived to 
carry out his well-grounded and established convictions. It was 
woe to him if he did not preach the gospel. He bad passed 
through many a stntggle, his soul had yearned for light, and since 
he had found it he could not hel|) but publish it abroad and 
thereby deliver his own soul. "Instead of moral harangues, and 
advising my hearers in a cool dispassionate manner, to walk in 
tlie primrose paths of a decided, sublime and elet'aied virtue, and not 
to tread in the foul tracks of disgraceful viev. I endeavored to ex- 
pose, in the most alarming colors, the guilt of sin, the entire de- 
pravity of human nature, — the awful danger mankind are in, b; 
nature and practice — the tremendous curse to which they are ol 
noxious, and their utter inability to evade the sentence of the law 
and the strokes of divine justice, by their own power, merit, or 
good works."* 

Can we not see in this manner of preaching a preparation for 
the advent of Mctliodism? His method was very similar to tlicirs 
and the great doctrines which they strove to revise were the same. 
I Ic even went so far as to preach in private houses, and hold meet- 
ings at different homes in the evenings. The clergy wrote him 
tlireatcning letters, and one of them in particular, because he 
preached in private houses, but Jarratl silenced him by replying 
llial he did not know of any minister tliat failed to enter a private 
hous.e and preach a funeral sermon for the sake of forty shillings. 



*Llfe of Jarratl. pase U. 
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Previous to speaking toiiceming llie introduction of Melho- 
Fdiitm, let us take a somewhat hurried (jlancc at the stronghold 
which the Episcopal church had. together with the appearance of 
other denominations among them. Up to about the year 1740, 
the EstaWished Church hold sway. Here and there might have 
been found a few di&scotcrs, but in the main the Church of Eng- 
land predominated. The evil attendant upon her could not fail 
10 be seen by the most thoughtful and studious. Men were com- 
pelled by law to attend on the ceremonies of one sect, and those 
who dissented were denied the privilege of citizenship. Again, 
c\-cr>' one was required lo contribute to the support of the clergy, 

I whether he was of thai belief or not. Finally a great number of 
ministers had risen up, who were careless and slack about their 
duties, giving tlicmsci\-es up to pleasure." Can wc wonder that 
there began to be a reaction; that difFerent sects should arise, 
promulgating doctrines at variance with the Church establish* 
mem? The two denominations that appeared in Virginia, pre- 
vious to the year 1773, tu help undermine the strength of the 
Church, were the Baptists and the Presbyterians. 

As early as the year 1714, a small party of Baptists from the 
omthcr country had settled in the southeastern part of the colony. 
These were termed the reguiar Baptists. In 1739. Geoi^ Whit- 
field appeared in America, that great "prodigy of religious 
energy and eloquence." A large number of Baptists in the north, 
influenced by hU preaching, left their parly, and were known as 
Sffvralcs. A number of them, between 1744 and 1755, traveled 
south to the borders of North Carolina. Shortly after tliis they 
extended thctr labors into Virginia, and "in Augijst. 1760, the first 
Baptist church of this order was planted on the soil of the Old 
Dominion." Under the united efforts of such men as Samuel Har- 
riss and James Read, the number of followers greatly increased, 
^_and it was evident that they were soon to be an important factor 
^PUi the history of tlic Established Church.> 

-See HowUon-B HlWOry of VlrBlala. Vol. 2. t», 

•See Semple'i HlMorr of tho BnpltRU la Vlrglatn. Cbap. I; HowImo's 
UUlorr ol VlrgiBla.Vol. 2. Cbap. Ul. 
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The first Prosbytcriaii congregation of which we know was 
gathered near what is now (he present site of Martinsburg, in 
1719. A preacher was sent them from the Synod of Philadelphia. 
Soon other churdies were established, and Presbyterianism began 
to take root in the Valley. Between 1740 and I/43. Samttel Mor- 
ris, of Hanover, gathered a few families together, and read to 
them from religions works. Tim was the beginning of the Pres- 
byterian church in lower Virginia. 'ITicir first minister was Wil- 
liam Robinson, who, suffering from embarrassment* in the 
mother country, came to America. Under his ministry the church 
grew, and several congregations were formed. Probably the one 
who did more to establish this denomination in Virginia liian any 
Other man was Samuel Davies. Born in Newcastle, Delaware 
Nov. 3, 1724, he was licensed to preach by the Presbytery of the 
same place in 1745, Two years later he came to Virginia, com- 
plied with the Toleration Act and subscribed to the thirty-nine 
articles of the Church of England, with a few exceptions. In 
1748, licenses were obtained for three churches in Hanover and 
one in Henrico. Davies now threw himself whole-soul into the 
work. His preaching is described as being with unusual power. 
One writer speaks as follows, "the objects of (aith drew near to tite 
listener, heaven opened, and celestial melody was wafted from its 
portals ; the world of despair was unlocked and sliown to the im- 
penitent.'** It IS said that Patrick Henry stated that he learned 
^m bim what an orator should bo. Progress continued, and in 
'755 tl** Hanover Presbyter)- was formed, which comprised the 
churches of Virginia and some in North Carolina. Under its 
auspices two schools were cstablistied. where the youth might be 
instructed in religion as well as in science.* 

A\'itli the increase of each denomination persecution began. 
Ministers were carried before magistrates and commanded not 



■HowlaoD'a HistoTy of Virsinla. Vol. I. pagv ISO. 
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to preacli. Some were cast into prison as thougli they were crimi- 
nals. arK) others were instilled while performing the diilies of ihe 
church, even attempts being made to turn their ceremonies into 
a farce. We caniKrt (ail to mention that old and familiar hotue- 
hold stor)- about Patrick Henry and his connection with one of 
the persecutions. Three Ilaptisis were brought to Fre<lericksburg 
to answer to the charge of "preaching the gospel contrary to law." 
Patrick Henry, having heard some little concerning the arrest, 
came to hear more. He remained quiet while the indictment was 
being read, and until the prosecutor had opened tlie case, then, 
with all solemnity due the occasion, he said to liie court, "May 
it please your worships, what did I hear read? Did I hear it 

tdistinclly, or was it a mistake of ray own? Did I hear an cxprcs- 
«Jon that these men, whom your worships are about to try for 

I misdemeanor, arc charged with preaching lite gosfvl of the Sim of 
Godf" The orator continued his appeal, and we are told that the 
court was near the point of bidding the sheriff dismiss the pris- 
oner. Madison, in a letter to Mr. William Bradford. Jr.. dated 
Jan. 34, 1774, writes, "That diabolical. hcU-conccivcd principle 
of persecution rages among some ; and to their eternal infamy, 
the clergy can furnish their quota of imps for such business. This 
vexes me the worse of anything wliatever. Tliere are at this time, 
in tlic adjacent county not less than five or six well-meaning 
in close jail for publishing their religious sentiments, which 
in the main are very orthodox. I have neither patience to hear, 
talk or think of anything relating to this matter, for I have 
fqtubbled and scolded, abused and ridiculed so long about it, to 
little purpose, that I am without common patience. So I must 
beg you to pity mc, and pray for liberty of conscience to all."* 

But these things did not hinder their growth or development, 
h seems that the human race has been a long time Teaming that 
one of the best waN-s to cause a religious sect to grow is by perse- 
cution. Thus, in a few words, were tlie religious forces in Virginia 
arrayed when ^ielhodism made its appearance. The Established 
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Church on one side, contending for strict conformity, the Baptists 
and Presbyterians on the other, striving for religious freedom and 
a right lo worship as ihcy chose.* 

]n our consideration of tlie advent of Methodism, we must r«- 
member that she entered as a ]>an of tlic church establishment 
and not as a dissenting branch. 

Methodism owes its introduction in Virginia to Robert \\T" 
liams, her pioneer in the old colony. He was born in England, 
but crossed over into Ireland, where he labored as a local 
preacher under the direction of the Methodist Societies. Some 
time later, Mr, Wesley gave him permission to preach in America, 
under the guidance of his missionaries. He was in extremely 
poor circumstances, and his passage was paid for by some of his 
friends. He arrived in America in 1769, and was stationed for 
some time in New York. In the year 1772 he made his first visit 
to Virginia, stopping in Norfolk. Taking his stand on the stqis 
of the courthouse, he began to sing, and continued until a number 
of people had gathered around him. Then, after prayer, he se- 
lected Im text, and addressed the hearers. He preached in a man- 
ner so strange to what the people had been accustomed to hear, 
that some of them thought he was really swearing and profaning 
the name of God. Jarratt met him the next year, and received 
him into his home. Here he remained for about a week, preach- 
ing several sermons in the parish. Devereux was favorably im- 
pressed with his discourses and liked his animated manner. He 
mentions him as a "plain, artless, indefatigable preacher of the 
gospel." being "greatly blessed in detecting the hypocrites, razing 
false foundations, and stirring believers up to press after a present 
salvation from the remains of sin."' 

Possessing somewhat the same earnestness, Devereux entered 
heartily into (he work, but at the same time believing that the 
Methodists did not intend to leave the church. Williams informed 
him tliat they were true and sincere members of the Church of 
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England, and their object was to build her up and reform Hie 
existing evils of the times. Books were loaned him, and by means 
o( these he came to know iheir general plan, and that "He thai 
left the church, left the Methodists." Dcvereux's home now he- 
came a Slopping place for llic ministers, and in Asbury's Journal 
■ ' find this statement, "Held quarterly meeting at Boissean's 
Chapel. From ihcnce I hasted to Mr, Jarratt's barn, where the 
people were waiting.'" 

Previous to Williams' entrance into Virginia, a wonderful re- 
vival had broken forth under the strong and powerful preaching 
of Jarratt. People gathered in private houses evening after CA-en- 
ing. where instruction in divine things was given. In the year 
1770 and 1771. the outpouring of the Spirit was considerable 
at a place called White (.>nk. Here Dcvcrcux formed the people 
in a society for mutual advantage. Tlie revival increased during 
the year 1772, and after this the Methodists were present to help. 
"The Word preached was attended with such energy, thai many 
^_ were pierced to the heart. Tears fell plentifully from the eyes of 
^Bthe hearers, and some were constrained to cry out. A goodly 
^■number were gathered in this year, both in my parish and in many 
^"of the neighboring counties.' When the Methodists came, they 
r etitercd fully into the work, and the revival greatly increased. 
Jarratt worked in perfect harmony with theni. Everytliing possi- 
ble was done to upbuild (he church of Christ. Many hardened 
hearts were softened and made new. Old grey-haired men were 
made to cry out for mercy, under the wonderful power of tlic 
Spirit. Love feasts were held, in which nuny, who had once been 
under the power of sm, could now tcH of their wonderful deliver- 
ance. The fetters of sin had been broken, the chains of bondage 
ad been loosed, and the free sunshine of God's love filled their 
lesrts. Jarratt gives us a description of one of these gatherings. 
As soon as it bqjan, the power of the Lord came down on the 
embly like a rushing mighty wind, and it seemed as if the whole 

^Mmntt t/mriHl. Vol. I, pag* Sit. 
'AtbuiVa JoMfiMl, yoi. I, pitc» 159. 
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house was filled with the presence of God. A flame kindled and 
ran from heart to heart. Many were deeply convinced of sin; 
many mourners were filled with consolation ; and many believers 
were so overwhelmed witli love that they could not doubt but God 
had enabled Ihem to love Him with all their heart."* 

Jarratt was viewed with suspicion by his brother clergy, and 
to such an extent that, in one of their conventions held in the year 
1774, at WilliamshurR. he was insulted." 

During this year the first regular circuit was formed. Societies 
were organized in Jarratt's parish "and in other places, as far as 
North Carolina." "Tliey began to ride the circuit and to take care 
of the Societies formed, which was rendered a Kappy means bolli 
ot deepening and spreading the work of God."' ■ 

It was during this wondi'rful revival that Mr. Asbury became as- 
sociated with Mr. Jarratt. Mr. and Mrs. Jarratt received him with 
outstretched hands, and he often made their home his stopping 
place. In his journal of Feb. 12, 1776, Mr. Asbury says concern- 
ing him, "1 find him a man of an agreeable spirit, and had some 
satisfaction in conversing with him. He has agreed, if convenient, 
to attend our next Conference," 

In October of the same year, the cliurch establishment 
ceived a fatal blow. In the Legislature, holding its session at Wil- 
liamsburg, petitions were sent in, urging action on the laws af- 
fecting conscience, and for a repeal of the oppressive laws of the 
church. Tliere was a desperate struggle, but the advocates of 
freedom were victorious, and there was a further separation of 
Church and State. In all this contest the Methodists were trui 
lo the Church of England, and did what they could to help main- 
tain the present exiiiting condition. Mr. Jarratt eonltnucd to use 
all his forces with the new part of the church. He believed they 
would always be true, and naturally so, because did not even the 
leaders think the same? But, little by little, the timbers were 
being pulled apart, until finally the crash must come. In some 

'Athnntt Journal. Vol. I. page 161. 
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re(])eas Devereux belongH strictly to no denortiination. He wu 
at vamnce with his own church in sonic dcgrc« at least, and the 
new sect, still prafc&sing to be a part of the regular church had 
not organized themselves into a separate body. Societies were 
constantly being formed, in which the doctrines peculiar to 
Methodism were being taught, and Jamtt, by his help, was un- 
consciously working against the church lo which he belonged 
formerly. 

At the Conference, in 1782. Mr. Jarratt was present and 
preached the opening sermon. At noon on the next day, he 
spoke on the "Union of the Atlribuies."' It was at this session 
of Conference that tlie following resolution was passed, tliat, 
"The Conference acknowledge their obligations to the Rev. Mr. 
Jarratt (or his kind and friendly services to the preachers and peo- 
ple, from our first entrance into Virginia; and more particularly 
for attending our Conference in Sussex, both in public and pri- 
vate; and we advise the preachers in the south to consult him, 
and lo take his advice in the absence of Brother Asbury."' Jar- 
mit continued faithful to them until tlic very time of their separa* 
lion, because he was present at their Conferene in 1784, and says 
tliat "Mr. A.4l)ury was still striving to render an attachment to 
the church yet more firm and permanent," and also that he (Mr. 
Asbury) had brought with him Mr. Wesley's twelve reasons 
igalttM a separation from the cliurch.* 

In the latter pari of the same year, the cnosh came, the branch 
was separated from tlic vine. It seems strange that Mr. Jarratt 
could not sec that it was almost an impossibility for them to re- 
mained joined, For some reason or other, as soon as they did 
separate, Jarratt burled invectives against them. In a letter to a 
friend, he wrote, ■'An<l who would suppose that before the close 
of this same year" (1784) "ke" (referring to Mr. .^sbury) "and 
Ihc whole body o( Xteliiodists broke ofl from the church at a single 
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stroke 1 What mighty magic was able lo effect so great a change 
in one day I It was cc-rtainly the greatest change (apparently at 
least) that ever was known to take place, in so short a time, since 
tlic (oundstion of the Christian church was laid. They embraced a 
new faith, and it showed itself by their works, for from that nu-m- 
orable period old tktMgs were dme away — their M mother, to whom 
they had avowed so much duty and fidelity, was discarded and 
violently opposed."* During tlic remainder of his life he would 
constantly iilter invectives in his letters against the Methodists, 
On one occasion he complains that they had maltreated him, ani|M 
in another he says tlicy arc falling to pieces, and he predicts their 
entire destruction. Why Jarratt seenied so bitter against tliem 
we are not able to see. yet, near the close of his life, he seem* to 
have molliJicd a little, for, in a letter of 1795, six years before his^^ 
death, he says, "How to reconcile such palpable insincerity to^ 
Christianity I know not, nor shall 1 attempt it; and yet I cannot 
but hope that a number of them are good rtien, notwithstanding 
Mr. McRobcrt, perhaps, very justly attributed their professed ad- 
herence to the church to nothing but policy — and I suppose, wh 
that policy failed, they fell upon another, which they liked better; 
but if this policy zi-as intended for lite good of souls and the promo* 
Hon of religion friticipatly, might not some aitoifances be made for 
it, tho' candor seemed to be lacking? . . . And, therefore, not- 
withstanding the Methodists have given great cause lo suspect 
the sincerity of their professions on more occasions than one, / 
feel myself disposed lo put the most favorable tonslruciioH oh 
their move*ne»ts. which tlic nature of things will bear,"* 

After his withdrawal from the Methodists, his own clcrgj-mcn 
seemed to have been more friendly disposed towards him. Hej 
was present at their convention in 1790, and be says some notid^f 
was taken of him, and that he was invited to lead prayers one of 
the mornings while there. He was also present at the convcntioi 
the following year, and was appointed to preacli at the convei 
tion of '92. 
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The old g«rvant of God continued his labors until his death. 
His body was under many trials and atllicUons, but he worked 
every moment he could. In 1795, he says, "[ have now lived in 

> the world just sixty-two years . . . old and afflicted as 1 am, 
I travelled more than one hundred miles last week, was at three 
funerals, and married two couples." Part of his time was spent 

I in writing and revisingf sermons for the press. Like the prophet 
of old, he labored until God took him, On the 29th of January, 
1801, his soul passed from earth to his God. Bishop Asbury 
was requested to preach his funeral sermon. He did so from the 
words. "His lord said unto him. Well done, thou good and faith- 
ful servant ; thou hast been faithful over a few things : ] will make 

, thee ruler over many tilings ; enter thou into the joy of tliy lord." 
In his journal of the same date, Mr. Asbury says of his ministry, 
"1 have already observed that the mini-ttry of Mr. Jarralt was suc- 

[cessful. I verily believe that hundreds were awakened by his 
labors." 

Concerning his character, we think it can be plainly read from 
his works, "By their fruit ye shall know ihcni." Loving, cheer- 
ful, always striving for the good of others. To him docs Mctho- 

'dtsm owe a living tribute of prai.ie and glory. He it was who 
lielped them to gain a foothold, and become what they arc to- 
day. He it was who, when oppressed by his own sect, nevertheless 
*-cnt about doing good and striving to fulfil his mission. Would 
it be saying too much that we see in his life an expression of the 
ipirit of the ^faster whom he followed, and some of that noble, 
tacrificing spirit which caused Him to give His life for many? 
He has passed away to the city beyond, but the world to-day, we 
at Virginia, are n-aping the har\-e8t from the seed which he 
sowed, and his great works will never be known until the day 
when ail secrets shall be revealed. 
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f EVEN POWELL was born in Prince William county. Vir- 
^ gioia, 1737. In 1763 he married Sally, daughter of Burr 
HuriMMii of Chapawamsic, and, shortly aitcr his marriage, 
moved to Loudoun county, where he bought five hundred acres 
of land, on a part of which Middlcburj; now stands. 

In 1774, indignant at the attempt of the British govemmcat 
to reduce the colonics to a state o( slavery", as Henry termed it, 
he beoune actively engaged in stirring up his fellow -citizens to 
resistance, and, in 1775. was made major of the battalion of 
minute men from Loudoun county, and was employed in harras- 
sing Lord Dunmorc's troops in the neighborhood of Norfolk, 
Portsmouth and Hampton. 

January, 1777. he was named by General Washington a Iieu>i 
Icnant-colonel of the Sixteenth Regiment of Virginia Continco-^ 
lals, and joined the army at White Marsh Plains, near Philadel- 
phia. Tlie Valley Forge camp was, however, too much for his 
naturally feeble constitution, and. after a long ilbicss, he was 
compelled to return to Virginia. His furlough was sent to him 
by Washington, with the request to use it as long as necessary, 
but not to resign his commission unless his health imperatively 
demanded it. In 1778 he resigned. The Virginia Assembly, 
however, voted him a full share of public lands as though he 
had served through the whole [>eriod of the war. 

On the return of peace, he resumed his business, but always 
look a deep interest in political affairs. He ^as the founder ol the 
Fedenal parly in Loudoun county, and in 1788 he, with Colonel 
Oopham, were elected to the Convention of that year, both be- 
ing in favor of the ratilication of the Federal Constitution. Tlie 
opposing candidates were General S. T. Mason and William 
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EJlzcy, and the i^nvass was a very bitter one. Tlieir county was 
so strongly Federal as to control the Congressional dtslrtct to 
which it belonged. 

In 1796. Leven Powell was the only elector in Virginia who 
voted for John Adams in opposition to Mr. Jefferson; in 1798, 
he was elected to Congress from the Loudoun district. He was 
in Congress three years later, and took part in the notable con- 
test for supremacy between jefferion and the Federalists. 

Not willing to assume alone the responsibility of choosing be- 
tween two almost equally bad characters, as he put it, he wrote 
to several of the most prominent of his constituents to learn their 
wishes and preferences. These letters shed some light on the 
great struggle of i8co-i8oi, and lend to show that quite a "re- 
spectable" party in Virginia opposed the elevation to the presi- 
dency of her foremost son — llic owner of Monticelio. 
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CORRESPONDENCE OF REVOLUTIONARY 
LEADERS. 



LETTERS FROM CXJLONEL LEVES POWELL TO HIS WIFE. 

Heui'field Camp, Dec. 3d, 1775. 

My dear, — I have been here since Monday, cooped up in a 
little Dent, exceeding hearty, and [Kiss llie time off very agreeably. 
Tltis morning 1 have received an Express from below to proceed 
with my little army, now increased to five companies, to Dum- 
triea, from whence we expect to march to Williamsburg to stop 
Dunmore in his first career, who has proclaimed Freedom to the 
slaves, and invited them *.o the Kings standard and take up arms 
against the country. He has largely increased his army by them 
and Tories. 

I do not know whether it will be in my power to come home 
before I go down, no other field officer being in camp, every min- 
ute of my time is employed. 1 hope to hear from you by every 
opportunity and that you want nothing my Estate is able to pro- 
cure. I have ordered a waggon to call at the Mill for flour; by 
this wagon please to send my black breeches, and if any safe hand 
offers, my little new gun also. 1 am in great haSte. 
Vour loving husband, 

LiiVEN Powell. 

To Mrs. Sarah Powell, LoudouM. 

N. B. A pr. Breeches. 



DuMPRiES, Dec. 10, 1775. 

My dear, — I got here last night just as a piece of good news 

arrived from Camp. The Battle our Boys had with Dunmore's 

forces, that I mentioned when 1 was up, turned out more fata) 
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to Dunmore than I knew. It seems his loss was 3 hundred and 
two, and those of his best troops. Out of hU favorite company 
of Grenadiers he has but eleven left, and they without officers. 
Upon his defeat he has thought it prudent to take to his vessels, 
and left his faithful auxiliaries— the negroes — to shift for them- 
selves. 

We learn that lie has sent ofi two vessels of war. It's uncer- 
tain where they have (fonc and for what — probably (or reinforce- 
Rients. H this was not feared, we should have no occasion to 
go down. Some few of our men have dc.<ierted since we left 
town ; tbe horrors of war arc two much for their puny stomachs. 
They will be properly dealt with some time hence. 

I received your present of the Venison Ham. which was very 
acceptable. I've sent the Saddle-Baps in which I return some 
books which I took with me when I first .set out. I sha*nt have 
time to read them, and they may be lost. The key of the Saddle- 
Baps I've enclosed. Remember mc to the children, my brother, 
and Mis$ Nancy; and in great haste I conclude. 

P. S. A great stroke has been made to the northward. We 
liave taken Quebec, which finishes the reduction of Canada, and 
Gen. Carleton so hemmed in that he is likely to be ketched. 
I am your loving husband. 

Levf.n Powell, 

To Mrs. Sarah Potvtil. 
Per Peter. 



Hauptok, Jan. 13. 1776. 
\{y dear. — I arrived here the day after I wrote you last in 
very good health, in which state, thanks to the Almighty. I have 
remained ever since, except one day when I was a little unwell, 
owing to intemperance, having dined with 3 gentleman of this 
town the day before, who makes it a rule to let no one go from 
his door sober. I »lij)ped privately from him before I was quite 
otherwise, llio' found I was a good deal unwell all the next day, 
but was eRecluady cured at night by going out about 9 o'clock 
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with A rdnforcemmt to join a party of our men who we teamed 
were attacked by the enemy. This wa» a guard of i6 men whkb 
we always keep pmted as the light-house ; distance from hence 
3 miles, but having two Ferries to cross in getting to it, made it 
almost 1 1 o'clock before we arrived ; when we got there the 
affair was over. Ensign Owsley, who commanded the party 
then, discovered several Tenders making down the road in the 
evening, and accordingly kept himself in readiness to receive 
them. About dark ihcy came to opposite his post and attempted 
to land their men in two boats. Hie eagerness prevented the total 
overthrow of the enemy. He lay close until they came within 
30 yds. of the shore, when he gave them a fire which was re- 
turned from the Tenders with small arms, swivels and four- 
pounders without effect ; however, the Boats tacketl atxjtit and 
run with such speed that he could give them but two rounds be- 
fore they were out of reach. None of our men were hurt. How 
they came ofT we cannot learn. Had Mr, Owsley only waited till 
they got on shore, he certainly would have taken or killed them 
all. I am, however, well pleased that he behaved bravely, and only 
failed for want of conduct which cKpericnec will mend. It being 
late when I got tiicre, and understanding that the Tenders were 
still lying off in the river, I did not return home that night, and 
next moniing had an opportunity to have a little trifling Rnish 
myself with a Tender coming up the Road to join sonic then lying 
at anchor, but out of our reach. Tliis Tender came up very im- 
pudently not over a hundred yards off from the shore, as if daring 
o( us to turn out. We were then about 150 yards from the shore 
ourselves and ran out before she got quite against as., and had to 
run the above distance on the open beach to a little Breastwork 
erected clo.sc on the water side, by which she was to come and 
at that time very near it. We had not got above half way when 
she gave us a 6re, but seeing it not minded, she tacked about and 
ran off with all the sail she could make, so that when we got 
down she was at least two hundred yards from us. We gave her 
a fire, but without effect, and there the matter ended. 
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Ycslerclay two Tenders came up, on their way to Norfolk, 
with a prize sloop they had taken jtibt out (he capes, loaded with 
salt coming to Archibald Kitchie, of Rappahannock. The sloop 
being hea\'>' laden, got aground in the morning in view o( this 
town. La.tl night three of the crew made their escjipe and came 
there, wc Icarn froni them lliat one of the Tenders had been out 
pUmdenng, but was very unfortunate, having a few days ago sent 
out a party on shore for that purpose, of which they had loct six 
men, killed and taken prisoner, hut when this was done we could 
not be informed. 

Upon going out to view one of the outposts to-day, about 
three miles from this place, 1 called at a man's house who I be- 
lieve is one of those who can suit himself to any times, and is 
consequently cither Whig or Tory according to the company he 
it in. I was informed by him of the loss the Enemy sustained 
when they landed to hum Norfolk, which was 40 negroes and 
6 whites. This he got from one of the King's Officers since the 
aGFair. our loss only one who died of his wounds, except some 
women and children killed in the streets. Our people have since 
burned a place called Gosport and some mills and a Bakehouse 
on the opposite Side of the river, from whence Dunmorc ami his 
party frequently got supplies. Whilst I was out to-day, t heard 
a heavy firing at Norfolk, and saw the smoke of the guns rise, 
but as yet don't know the occasion. 

Tuesday night, 11 o'clock, 23d. Just now returned from a 
ball and an assembly of fine Ladies, on purpose to finbh ihu let- 
ter and some others. Nothing new happened since the above, 
bot more firing at Norfolk and our house burned. 

The Convention, I understand, has ordered the remains of 
Norfolk to be burnt and our troops to leave it : we expect to see 
the Blaze soon. I have expected by every post to get a letter from 
you, but as yet have got none. I want much to hear how you alt 
are. When I shall be able to return is uncertain, but expect by 
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the firsl of Marcli. You*II rrmvmbcr rne to the family, and be- 
lieve me to be 

Your loving husband, 

Levetr Powell. 
To Mrs. Sarah Pmvtil, Laudtttm. 
I-'avored by Jon'd David. 



Hauptox, Jan. 27. 1776. 
My dear Sally, — Since my last to you. iiolliing of any great 
consequence has happened here. A few days ago a brig from 
Antigua came into Hampton Road and applied to our ^uard, 
kept at the lighthouse about three miles from here, for protection, 
which she got, and was brouglit safe in here yesterday morning- 
Part of her cargo (which was very trifling^ I now send you in 
one dozen nwcei Oranges, whtfh Mr. Grayson is kind enough to 
promise to deliver to you. By tliis vessel wc get llie address of 
the Lords and Commons to His Majesty in answer to his 
speech. I presume you have seen the speech, if you have not, 
I can tell you it is very bloody, and the address fully as much so. 
From these wc may conclude what is to follow — no doubt th« 
hardest send off. When a period is to be put to these unhappy 
times God only knows. Wc arc here in a suie of suspcncc , this 
new regulation of the Convention puts us out of our gears, and 
wc do not know what to lie at ; Ihe most of the captains and 
subaltern officers expect appointment in the regular service by 
the Committees, and expect, in that case, ihcy will b« able to 
recruit most of ihcir men as regulars; if tliis is done, I appre- 
hend that we who are not in that service will be discharged, or 
matters put upon a better footing than they stand at present is 
what I wish, as now matters are so circumstanced that a proper 
subordination cannot be kq)t up. llie firing of cannon in Nor- 
folk, which 1 mentioned in my last, was to cover the landing of 
the enemy in order to set fire to some of the houses that had be- 
fore escaped the flames ; this they effected, wilh the loss of three 
of their men, which wc got, and several we learn since were 
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wounded. Wc had three killed, two of which were killed by one 
cannon t>all. Two days ago I was at the lighthouse with the 
guard that is kept there, and i«iw the Tenders carr>- up a Brig 
which they had taken, which belonged to some of our friends. 
The river was full of them, a vessel can scarcely pass. I received 
a few days ago a letter from Peyton Harrison. He is well, and 
I now enclose you a letter from V'ally (Valentine Peyton). 
You'll remember me to the family, and believe me to be 
Yr. loving husband, 

Leven Powell- 
Mrs. Sarah PcnivH. 

Favored by Rev. Mr. Grayson. 

Only 6 Oranges sent. 



Hamptok, Feb. 24. 17761 
"■My dear. — I have now before me your favors of Feb, 3d, gth 
and 13th. which I received per Mr. Combs am! Mr. Tyler with 
{Measure. I have been uneasy at not hearing from you for some 
time, and could not conceive the reason, as you might at any time 
have opportunity by the post. In your first letter I hear of the 
loss of Nan's child. I am sorry for the accident, but God's will 
be done, there probably has been some carelessness in her, 
but not designcdt}'. Tlie papers which you mentioned, left by 
Mr. Keys, I think had better not be sent, for fear of accident. 
1 suppose them to be bills of exchange. I am much surprised 
at Captain Pronaugh's not having his money paid him long be- 
fore the date of this letter; Col. Peyton promised me he would 
do it immediately on his return home from Williamsburg. I 
should have sent it from Dumfries, but (by?) his not meeting us 
as paymaster I am much pinched for cash for travelling expenses. 
Col. Hendricks doe* not accept of his commission, which I 
did not believe when I wrxjte you. With respect to him. I am 
well pleased he docs, and took some pains to persuade him to it. 
but as to my taking his place, it's mure than I know of at present 
or wish. I had rather scr\-c in the place I now hold, with good 
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By yow 3d ktter I am u rfomc d erf tbe dtBdreo's betm^ kick, 
but UD gfad to find 50a ujr is the mne. iher Bie gettii^ better. 
Tbey wtQ. I hope, racovfr. aad hare c o ofi d cnce in God that I 
•Iian find jKNt all heanr on njr temm. 

Tbc greater pan of oar Battalioa have cnHstcd in the Regular 
•errice. I think we have of Minote Meti not over &3 remaining ; 
Capt. Harrison. I think, has but fife kft. Our having 90 few Ml»> 
uie Men here is one reason whr I think we shall soon be relieved, 
and hcrcafiFf wc shall have no occasion to go farther than Mex- 
aodria, where, in all probability, an attack will be made ere long. 

Since my last lener to you, ihb neighborhood has been hon- 
ored by the company of ^rat mm. Genl. Clinton and Lord 
Kfiwdcn, front Bo«inn. with whar number of foncs is u yet a 
Mcrel, came into Hampton Roads 18 days ^o. On Thursday 
last I had the pleature of conducting the Hon. Richard Corbtn, 
Esq., on board the Roebock ship of war, Commodore Hammond, 
Commander, at the head of a flag of truce, where I had the honor 
tjf breakfasting on (he best Hyson Tea with tRc Commodore, 
GcnI. Clinton, Lord Dunmorc. and several i^entlemen Officers. 
I was received and treated with great politenec* by the whole, 
and diimimed the moment I discovered an inclination to go. We 
had some difHculiy to encounter )>efore we got to the ship, having 
Two Ships of War — the Mercury and King Fisher — Three trans- 
ports and several Tenders to pass before we got to her, the dis- 
tance hence about 10 miles. The Commanders of these vesseLi 
treated us roughly, and we were brought too and boarded by 
every one. When I mention our uncivil treatment received of 
M>me of these vessels, I cannot help observing the very different 
conduct of one of the others, vii:. : the " Kittj- " transport. On 
board this vessel I found 12 or 15 OfEecrs, the most hospitable, 
kind peoi>Ie I ever met with. It seemed as if nothing would 
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make iliem Imppier ihan making us so; in short, tlicir treatment 
was so cxcccdinRly kind and polite, it induced me, on my return, 
to send tfacm a jiresent. by another flag, of 20 bushels of Oystci^t 
30 loavM o[ Bread, a goose and turkey, being such things as I 
understood tliey were most in want of. !t grieves me to see men 
of such sentiments as those engaged tn such a cause. 

I forgot to inform you that 1 was accompanied witli the flag 
of truce above mentioned, by Capt, Lcitch, Capt. Fitzgerald, and 
Dr. GriHith, and we were much pleased with our voyage. 
Whetlicr Genl. Clinton intended to strike a stroke here or to 
to go furtl]er, I cannot tell, but, from everything I could gather 
when 1 was on board, tlieir destination is to one of the Carotinas. 
Howc\-er. we keep a very good lookout here. 

My brother writes me that the Hatter has run away, and de- 
sires to know whether he is to give up the Hatts which were left 
in tlic shop. I would by no means keep from a man what tvas 
his own. It will be difficult, however, to know who these Hatts 
were made for. The Hatter had wool from nie to make 8 or 9 
Halts : if they have not been received, the probabihty is that many 
of them were made out of my wool ; at any rate, I ought not to 
t)c tlie only loser. It can be no great inconvenience for the peo- 
ple to wait for my return, which I expect is not far off. I will then 
do equal justice. 

I am sorry to hear of Dan 'I Johnson's misconduct; I feared 
as much when left home. 1 shall fully depend upon him to con- 
duct my Affairs to the brst advantage and in the same manner as 
for himself, as well with the miller as with the overseer. 

1 dare say he will excuse me for this trouble as well as for not 
writing, which he will consider is for the want of paper, which 
anicle is not to be had here. 

You mention your Mother's illness and that you can't leave 
home to see her. I should be sorry anything wd. prevent your 
going, your being absent from home for a fortnight could oc- 
casion no great loss or inconvenience. If it does, it should not be 
considered. On such an occasion you ought to go. 
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You'll excuse this rough draft ; it's wrote in a hurry, and I 
have not paper to make a fair copy. You will, however, con- 
sider me 

Your loving husband, 

LevBN Powell. 



Hampton. March 5. 1776, 
My dear, — In my last 1 think you were informed of the de- 
pflriure of GenT Clinton, since which nothing material has hap- 
pened but the resignation of Col. Henry, occasioned principally 
by his not being treated with that politeness whidi he had a right 
to expect from the Committee of Safety. This made a great 
iKHse and occasioned some disturbance in tiis regiment, but we 
understood everything was set right again before he left Wms- 
bui^ by the great pains he took. I received a letter by tliis post 
from Mr. Campbell, of Dumfries, desiring to rent my store- 
house in order to put his Alexandria store in. I have written 
him that he may have it, and expect if he sends up his goods he 
will also want Board for his Merchant, 1 must therefore beg 
that if he should acquaint you that he will take it to have the 
house, cellar, and c, put in order for him, and also to accommo- 
date in llie best manner you can whoever he shall send up to 
take charge of the store. 

If you should be iti want of money or anything else Mr. Camp- 
bell will furnish you. and I beg you will not want anytliing that 
may be had or that you may find yourself inclined to gel. When 
Col. Peyton left W'msbui^ last he promised to be down in one 
month from that time. By him I intended to send you some 
money, but his disappointment has not only prevented that, but 
really distresses mc here. I have for some time past been com- 
pelled to borrow money, a matter that will at all times give me 
pain. The time approaches fast, and I hope is not far distant 
that will give us another meeting. Formerly I expected that the 
first of tlus month oiu- Battalion would be relieved ; there is now 



ntar a certainty of that happening In 2 or 3 weeks. 1 shall cn- 
cleavor to get John Burke and some othors to go hoRK sooner. 
You'll remember me to the family and believe me to be 
Your loving husband. 

LEVe» POWELX. 
Mrs. Sarah Pouvll, Loudcun. 

Core Mr. Campbtll, Dumfries. 



WiLLiAUSBttRC. Dec. 31. 1776. 

My dear, — I arrived here in health about ihe 26th inM. About 
two days ago came in the last detachment of our Battalion ; the 
moftt o( llieni in good health. Our <irt.tination is not yet deter- 
mined on, though I believe we shall be divided. Two companies 
remain here and the rest sent to Hampton, with whom I expect 
it will be my lot to go, which is indeed my choice. At this place 
nothing is done except ntQunling guard to protect what seems 
to mc hardly worth our notice, and there some of Dunmore'a 
Tenders are frequently to be picked up, I am at present in a 
Hate of auspeuKe. Tlie Convention is about raising six new Regi- 
ments of Regulars, at the completion of which the >fiautc plan 
will be abolished. Whether I am to be continued in the place I 
now hold in the regular ser\-ice is uncertain, so numerous arc the 
ipplications and the Convention seems very desirous of them- 
(clves, Cousins or Friends, which makes my appointment very 
doubtful. This matter t expect will be fixed in two or three days. 
However this matter may be determined, I do not expect to be 
tip until the spring, as I cannot leave the Battalion until they are 
discharged as Minute Men. 

Several of the members of the convention have inquired of me 
whether I wotdd chuse to be continued in the place I now hold 
in the Regular service, which I tiave answered in the .Affirmative. 
The desire I have of being instrumental in the relief of my coun- 
try out-ways every other consideration, tlio" I confess 1 wish the 
point settled and that I could spend Ihe rest of my days in my 
family. 
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I've nothing to write yoa tbat I expect wiU be news or wbat 
youll not find in the newsjApcn, which I hare ordered the 
printer to tend up. \S'c have hkd {rcquent accoants in Town of 
cutnoa firing about Norfolk for three or four dajs put. which 
they did for three or four daj-s sDCcesstvely, which occasioned 
many conjectures, but tatt night we learned that the ships were 
ooljr firing Xtnas gaos. I ^ould have btit a poor stomach (or 
Mcb mirth were I in their uttiatioo. which must be distrc^ing. 
Indeed, I have heard from very good authority that Dunsmorc 
has been drunk, and they say mad, since his defeat at the great 
Bri<^c. His conduct and fate are enough to make any man so. 
He has now on board and under his protection a number of 
women and children, whose behavior made them think it dan- 
gerous staying on shore, and they have been obliged to send to 
our oScen b^^gin^ provisions and firewood. 

We have here a goal full of Tories and Xegroes taken as 
prisoners, and I hear that there is now on the road a ^reat many 
others coming up from Korfolk under a guard commanded by 
CapL Johnston. How the people are to be disposed of cannot 
yet l>e known. From the best authority I can get. the bo>-s Peir*< 
ton and Vatly are at Norfolk and wetl. though I have no certain 
intdligence. It is disUnt from here about loo miles. 

I hope to liave the pleasure of hearing from you as often as }-ou 
can. Direct your letters to me at Hampton, ti> tlie care of Mr. 
Purdis, in Williamsburg ; they may come by post. 

Retnember me to the family and believe me to be 
Your loving husband. 

Leven Powell. 



Leesburc. Oct. 19, 1777. 
My dear, — I have just got safe to this place, and am just about 
setting out again. I hope by this time you must be a little more 
composed in mind. I am myself. One tiling is sufficient to do 
it— let tu steadily give ourselves up to the disposal of God. and 
patiently submit to his will, and the business is done. I am now 
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in a hurry and can say but liitle; (rom camp I will write more 
fully; the purport of this is to inform you that I have engaged 
two weavers from among the prisoners here— one for Mr. 
Thomas Chinn, the other for Mr. Joseph Farrow, They leem 
wry much pleased with the change, and think they will be very 
lerviceable to the neighborhood : the tetters sent for Mr. Chinn 
and Mr. Farrow send to Ihem this evening. 1 promised the men 
they should be sent for to-morrow. 

I am with much love to yourself and family, 
Yours sincerely, 

Leven Powell. 

Favored by Major Pickett. 



Caup at White Marsh Chitrch, 
II Mit,RS AsovE Phila., Nov. 7, 1777. 

My dear, — As I cannot omit any opportunity of writing you, 
1 make use of this to inform you, first, that I am well, and second, 
that an affair happened the day before yesterday that not only 
does great Iioikw to the American armies, but in my opinion it 
wilt be of infinite importance in its consequences. 

On the 4th inst. we had notice that a large body of the enemy 
liad gone out of Phila. in boatji and two floating batteries to at- 
tack our Fort at the Cheveux de Friesc, and it was to be made 
the next day, being the 5th. Tliis affair engaged the attention of 
the whole Camp, and our anxiety for the safety of the fort was 
very great, and which was considerably increased when tlie firing 
began early in the morning of the next day. I could not forbear, 
with some other gentlemen, from riding down to a place from 
which we could have a view o( tiic action, but the dulncss of the 
day prevented our seeing the affair as distinctly as we could have 
wished. 

This morning we have received the account of it. It seems the 
enemy made a vigorous effort, but was repulsed at three different 
times, and tho' we have got the account of ihcir loss, we are con- 
vinced from the nature of the attack and the defence our people 
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made with £^pe shot. l)iat it must be very considerable, and I 
think it will be the means oi the enemy leaving Phila. perhaps 
in a week's itnie ; provisions arc exceeding:! y scarce and bad, and 
I have not much doubt but the enemy mtist go. 

A detadmient from Gen'I Gates' army, we arc told, are near 
at hand. When they get here every avenue from the town to the 
country will be stopped up, when they must fight on disadvan- 
tagcuuK terms, perish, or leave the city. It i« a great mi.'ifortunc 
that wtf have not more men ; to,ooo more would have finished ihe 
war some time since without fighting. Tlie Militia will not do; 
they are restless, cannot wait in Camp till ad\'3niagcous opportu- 
nities offer (or action. 

Gcn'l Clinton has evacuated Ft, MontKomeric and burned 
everylliing on the shores of North River, secured himself again 
in New York. 

I have not been able to find out the strength of our army, but 
I think there is not much difference between that and the 
enemy's. 

Having bad conveniences for writing and a crowd around me 
in a small Tent, I must conclude. 

Desiring that you will write me when a safe opp'ty offers, and 

believe me, with love to the family. 

Sincerely your loving husband, 

Leven Powell. 

I hope to have the pleasure of seeing you this winter. 



Near the Valley Force Camp, January 21. 1778. 
My dear, — Since I wrote you by Capt. Grant I have had the 
misfortune to have a severe spell of sickness, the cifccts of which 
I have not got <]uite clear of. A few days after he left I was taken 
with a flux, which, however, left me in 8 or 9 days, and in its 
place came on the Yellow Jaundice. This was more lasting, but 
was at length got the better of. During the time of the Jaundice 
I was seized with a small pain in the upper part of the forehead, 
just over my left eye. This after several days b^me very 
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troitblesom«. and at length began to swell, particularly about the 
tyv, and to break out in little sores. The swelling increased until 
I lost tlie sight of that eye, and which was very near being the 
case with the other. Dr. Griffith, who was at the same house 
with me, prepared an ointinent. which was applied to the place 
as a plaster; this with two blisters which I have had drawn and 
the blessing of God, has so far restored nic as to see pretty well 
again out of that eye ; the other is perfectly well. The breaking 
out in my head and forehead seems now to be my (Jnly complaint, 
except the redness and weakness in my eye; these seem to be 
healing, and I inist will be nearly cured in 8 or lo days. The 
Doctor calls it St. Anthony's fire ; be it what it will, it has given 
me great pain and confined me a great while to my room. I 
walked out to-<lay for the first time for these many days past, I 
have 33 comfortable i|itarlers as any one could wish at the house 
of John Rowlands, who is an able farmer, and the people arc re- 
markably kind and cleanly. 

When I wTOte you last t fully expected to be at home before 
this, which I believe would have happened had it pleased God to 
spare this spell. However, as soon as I am able to travel with 
safety I think to scx out for Virginia. It will be some time before 
it will be safe trusting my eye in the cold, and as 1 have a warm 
room I think to stay until the danger is over. 

The news of this place is not much. The army has got them- 
selves comfortable quarters in their Tents. Gen'l Smallwood, 
tvtio is stationed at Wilmington with our Division, has lately 
taken two prtxe-s. the first a Urig with a valuable cargo, consist- 
ing ol Arms. Tents. Soldiers' Clothes, Officers' Baggage, Wine, 
Rum. Porter. &c. In this vessel was about a dozen ladies, going 
lo see their husbands. Officers in the King's army. They were 
sent on with a Flag. Tlie wine is excellent. I have got some of 
it, which his Excellency was so good as, upon hearing I was sick, 
lo send me three bottles. The other vessel was not so valuable, 
iho' a pretty good prize. 

We also Icam that tlic Canadians arc about to revolt. Five 
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hundred N. England men have gone up to join them, or at any 
rate to bum all the ve(.»el8 the enemy have on the lake, which 
wUl cITcelually prevent an invasion of the enemy from that quar- 
ter the next campaign. 

Remember me to the family, and believe me to be 
Your loving husband, 

Levf.n Powelu 
Mrs. Sarah PotvM. 

Fawrrd by Dr. GriMth. 
P. S.— I have sent my bedding and Markee home by I>r. Grif- 
fith's waggons. 
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LETTERS OF THE REV. DAVID GRIFFITH" TO COL. 
LEVEN POWELL. 1776- 1778. 



Camf at Springfield, 
Near Williausbusg. 16 June, 1776. 
Dear Major, — In the full expectation of having something 
agreeable to tell you, I delayed writing to you by Val. Harrison 
so long that when the time came for his setting out I had not 
time to say a word. I expected to have had the pleasure of con- 
gratulating you upon your appointment to the command of three 
Minute Comt>anie» at Alexandria. But frugality being the Flan, 
the scheme is altered, and an order is gone up for the two Lou- 
doun companies, when completed, to march to .-Mexaiidria and 
relieve Major Marshall.' who is ordered to march down with the 
remainder of our Reg't. 

You will easily sec that this is done to avoid the expense of a 
Field Officer. Rui ihi» you be assured of, that you will be the 

* Tbf Kev. Darld OrilDth, M. D.. WU boni In Uie city of lf«w York ; 
«M Kr«iit«d tlw d«ftrm of M. D. in London kbonl \1VS \ in ITitS he com- 
menced the practice of tiis profeeiloa In New York. Harlug dot^rminud 
to entvr the miniauy, be wrnt to London in liTO, luid wm ordnincd by 
BWiop T«rrick Angutrt W, 17T0. Up was tor Bomo time niierioDBry In Ki-w 
J«wy. but finally went to Sticlboiim P»ri8h, Londoun coontf, Vif^nb. 

In 1776 he cnl^n-d the Iievf>liit iorury army ax chaplain of tbn Tliird VJr- 
|lobi Regimeol. In )>cfinber, IT'S, he was actjng aa a eurgecii in tbe 
ContiiMntAl amy In Fbilndi-lphia. Frum ITSOontil hiadentli, in 1780, l>c 
«■■ Rector of Cbrin Church, in Alcxnn<lrim Vinpnia. 

Al llio M.-conil annual convontinn rA Uio DiiiMW <>f Virginia, held May, 
17^, Dr. GriDitb «ma cliuaeo Biebup, but aucli wav the deprewed financial 
coodUtOD of tlie Episcopal Church in VlrtfiolaaL thai time that a xufBcient 
nun o( money could not be niaed to defray hie npensee to Sagland for 
e«n«arM[oa. 

> Father of John Mamball, tlic Ctucf Joetioe. 
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fint in the Iblinute Service that wtU be employed. I have this 
asstmnce from the President uid several leading members of the 
Committee of Safety. 

George Johtaton' qttitted the service yesterday, through ne- 
cessity. It was his intention to have continued the remainder o( J 
bis time. But a flan has been adopted that compelled him to 
ret ir e sooner. The Committee of Safety ordered all the Officer* 
in the army n-ho had not got Continental Comniissions to appear 
before them and receive or refuse theirs. The only Commiuions 
refttsed were by Capt. Johnston and some 6 Suhaltenw of the 
Saxae Regiment, and Geni Lewis yesterday declared in Publick 
Orders thai "All Officers who had refused Continental Commis- 
sions n-cre not to be considered Officers in the army. The conse- 
quence is Uiat none who refused and are about going home ap- 
peared in the Field yestenlay. 

This step will, I hope, be the means of restoring Peace and 
quelling that factious spirit so evident in tlic Second Regiment. 
Entrc nous. This is in my Opinion the worst disciplined Regi- 
ment in the line, (though they boast of being N'etcran.) and the 
Officers and Men the most profane and disorderly of any 1 ever 
met witli. 

Our old Col., (now Brigadier Geni.) is just arrived from 
Cwii-nn's Uland. where he w-ent to command. He tells me that 
sotnc of the British Ships have taken and brought tn there a 
Spanish Ship with i3.8oo Dollars on board coming to some of 
At Colonies to trade. 

Tlicy are fortifying on both sides; Bm the General thinks that 
with a few pieces of Heavy Cannon the whole fleet might be 
driven out of the Harbor. 

There are in Camp at iliis [dace 7 companies of the 2d. 6 com- 
panies of the 6th. and 3 companies of otirs. Pan of the i*t Reg't 
is encamped behind the college. tMajor Hendricks commands 
at Hampton with 5 companies. Major Green at York with 3 com- 

I A pmnlnenl officer from Hslitax eaanty, Vltslliia, iki 1777. al H«ri- 
dra. 

1 Juni-s llundricks, one of T\>««U'> Maoim. 
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panies. Col. Stqihens at Suffolk, Col. Dainfrerficld at Gwynn's 
Tsland. The last is in a bad state o( health, and it is tliought that 
Steplieim will go there, Mulilenburg with his Reg'l is gone with 
Gen. Lee into So. Carolina. 

The Convention have agreed to rabe 6 Troops of Horse. Harry 
Peyton is chosen a Cornel in one of them. The Eastern Shore 
Reg't U to be augmented to the same complement as the other 
Rcg'ts, and a Battalion of Riflemen for the Frontier is to be 
raised by order of CongTe«. TTie Bill of Rights is passed, bnl 
dilTering matcrialty from the printed bill handed about and in tlic 
papers. They are now about to form a Government, and expect 
to adjotirn tliis Day week. 

I forgot to mention to you, when 1 had the pleasure o( .lecing 
yon. the great difficulty 1 had in petting a Curate for ShelbiUTic 
Parish. My friends to the Northward inform me there is none 
to be had. Mr. Kenncr will not go to Loudoun, tho" I offered 
him all the Salary and Perfiiiisiles, and I believe there is hardly 
another Clergyman in the Colony without a Parish. 1 cannot hear 
of stich a man here. 1 should be glad you would make it known 
to the Vestry that if they can gel a man who will be accqitable to 
the people, who will act in my absence, I will readily give him tlie 
whole Salary and Perquisites for such lime. 

There arc several gentlemen oi ctiaracter in Town from Geor- 
gia and the Carolinas. lliey all assure us that they have plenty 
of good arms and ammunition in those Provinces, tho' the two 
Southernmost are very weak in men. 

The Convention have allowed them to recruit in tlits Colony, 
but have limited the number. 

Please remember me to Mrs. Powell and all Friends, and be- 
lieve me. Dear Nfajor. 

Your affectionate, humble s'\i. 

D. Grippith. 
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College Camp, 8th July, 1776. 

Dear Major, — You were rightly informed when yoii were lold 
that wc were ordered to Carolina. The 6lh R^. had actuall]^ 
marched to Jamestown, and we were to have followed ycsterda)^^ 
but on Sunday morninR an express arrived countermanding; us^i 
What has occasioned it is not certainly known. ^y 

A report is circidating that Qinlon's transports were drive^| 
ashore in a gust, tliat he was killed and his troops cut off, Thi^^ 
h^8 not yet been contradicted. Several people from No. Caro^j 
lina say tlial letters were received there from Charlestown coi^f 
firming it. Ilowevcr, wc may conjecture this mtKh, that our 
affairs to the southward are in a flourishing way, or Gent 
Lcc would not have sent back the troops. The No. Carolit 
troops are likeu-ise returned. 

A great change has happened since I wrote you. in the des 
nation of the troops. Hampton, York, Jamestown and tlie Post 
at Burwdl's Ferry are occupied by the 1300 Minute Men lately 
raised. The 6lh is gone to the old camp at Springfield; 6 com- 
panies of the 1st and 4 companies of the 3d are to march for 
Gwynn's Island to-morrow, where Col. Stephens is to command. 
We arc to remain here until furtlier orders. General Lewis and 
Cols. Woodford, Stephens, Buckner. Christian and Wecdon seM^ 
off for Gwynn's Island this morning; an attack is mediated if 
practicable, 1 

Lord Dtmmore has been reinforced by 200 Tories from thi^| 
Eastern Shore of Maryland. They are exceedingly troublesome in 
that quarter. Col, Fleming has been obliged to march with part 
of his Regiment against them and has c|uieled them. ^M 

163 Barrels of Powder and some other necessaries arc certainly 
arrived at the Eastern Shore for the Continent. I saw the letter 
to the Council confirming it. More is shortly expected, and ^M 
very good Correspondence settled for further supplies. ^' 

Our Delegates from Congress assure tis publickly that Inde-, 
pendcncc would be declared in form the ist of this month, bi 
suppose you will have it confirmed before you receive this. 
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S«nileman in town, fratn Philadelphia, told me this (Uy that he 
heard Mr. Chase declare in Convention at Annapolis, tliat a gen- 
llcnian then present in the Convention (tho' not a meinbeT) had, 
of his own (ree will, made a visit to France and Spain, and that 
he had assurances from those Courts that they would enter into 
an alliance an<i treaty of Commerce witii America whenever she 
-wotdd declare herself Independent What think you oi tliat, 
Major? 

Oov. Henry is very ill. I saw him iliis morning, and am much 
afraid he will not slay long to enjoy those honors which his coun- 
tiy has so dcscrvdly heaped upon him. 

Col. Marshall arrived yesterday with the Comfxiny from Alex- 
andria, who with the rest of the ReRiment are, in general, very 
healthy. I have only to add that I am, in great truth, 
Yotu-B very aScctionately, 

D. Griffith. 

Who is to be your next Senator? 



Westmoreland, 5th August. 1776. 

Dear Major, — The sudden and unexpected departure of Mr. 
Tyler, (who has resigned.) wilt only leave me time to *ay that we 
were ordered from Williamsburg a fortnight ago to protect this 
country from the depredations of I^rd Dunsmorc's fleet. Our 
hirthcr stay for that purpose is unnecessary. The whole Fleet 
sailed on the 2d in two divisions, and arc gone down the Bay. It 
is supposed the first are gone to St. Augtisttne, the other to N. 
York. 

We are well informed from ^fa^yIand that they lost about 200 
men in the three weeks they were in this River; 140 or 150 were 
buried by the people on the Maryland side. They burnt between 
30 and 40 sail of their vessels, and are gone ofl weakly manned. 

The Alexandria Gallics came down, but could do nothing ; they 
are retunicd. We expect orders hourly to march toward N. 
York. The Congress has certainly ordered two Regiments from 
this Colony, and have agreed to pay as many of our mililia in 
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th«ir absence. Our stsy here is now unnecessary, and as we are 
the best e(|uipl of any Regiment for the march (tho' far from 
being well furnished,) and are tlie nearest to tliat country, I think 
it will fall to our lot to be on. The Officers and men all desire it 
VVc arc stitl toteraWy hejillhy, and have lost but two men, who 
were left behind in the Hospital. 
I am. Dear Major, 

Yours, See., 

D. GRIPFtTEI, 

P. S. — Bob and George Peyton arc both appointed Ensigns, 
and are acting as such. I have directed a letter to Mrs. G. to 
your care, which I should be glad to have forwarded soon. 

To Major LcvtH PowtU. in Louduun. 



SSPTKUBER I9TH, 177(1. 
Dear Major, — In addition to the inclosed, I send you a copy 
of the General Orders, that you may have a Just Idea of the sense 
the General entertains of tJie service done on Monday and of tlie 
respect paid lo Major Lcitch. 

Several people who are come in to us say that the Hnemy mean 
to attack us in a Day or two. and we can distinctly see them 
bringing over their Cannon and stores from Philadelphia for ttiat 
pluposc, and their ships arc come here from the North River. 

I wiah it may be delayed a few days, as our works arc very 
incomplete, and 1 am afraid will not be very good when done. 

Adieu, 

D. Griffith. 



PinLAt)ELriii.\, 8th Dec., 1776. 
Dear Major,— I arrived here yesterday from the Army, which 
I left at Princeton. I am here for the purpose of seeing the sick 
pm into the Hospital, and send the well back to the Army. In- 
deed. Major, we have tnucli need of a speedy reinforcement. I 
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am much afraid wc shall not have it in time to prevent the de- 
struction of American affairs. 

^'hen I left t)ie Army two days ago things wore a tolerable 

aspect and onr troops were again advancing, btit the Enemy have 

: itince been strongly reinforced. Gen'l Howe has put himself at 

their head, and has come on so rapidly that Gen 'I Wasliington 

was obliged to (|iiit Trenton yesterday evening and crossed the 

Delaware with his whole army. Gen'l Lee has about 5.000 men 

■ with him, but h.-ui not yel joined the main anny. Whether that 

' can now be efiected is uncerwin ; the River is now between them, 

and Lee is now much exposed to the whole force of the Enemy. 

Eveothing here wears the face of despondency. Tliis town will 

not turn out 2,000 Militia, notwithstanding all their Parade, and 

the whole province of New Jersey has not furnished more tlian 

that number. 

No Militia has joined us yet from the back counties of Penn- 
sylvania, and I am afraid but very few will. A strange conster- 
nation seems to have seized everybody in this counlrj-, A uni- 
Ycrsi] dissatisfaction prevails, and everybody is furnished with 
an excuse (or declining the publick service. Publick Virtue .seems 
to be quite extinct. 'Hie most excessive extortion prevails 
amongst the Inhabitants, and the greatest Peculation and Avarice 
among the servants of the Publick. 

General Washington has not, at this time, more than 4,500 
effective men with him, exclusive of what Militia may have 
joined him. Could a Junction of the whole be brought about 
he would have a respectable force, but I am much afraid our 
worthy General will be left a sacrifice to the stupidity and base- 
ness of New England politicians. What think you of the Eastern 
Delegates? Notwithstanding the deplorable condition to whicli 
their policy has reduced their country, yet they have had 
influence enough in Congress to have the Resolution for Raising 
Troops for the war revoked, and have determined that they shall 
be raised for 3 years only. 

I am told that two of our Delegates have joined them in (heir 
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schemes. You will not be at a loss to know who I mean. It is 
thought that G«n. Howe aims at this place. U he pushes on 
briskly he will get possession o( it without much diflficiilty. Gen. 
Washington cannot prevent it, and the Inhabitants will not. You 
may conceive what will be the consequence should it fall into the 
Enemy's hands. 

I am sorry that I have it not in my power to communicate in- 
telligence that would be more agreeable, but the present pros- 
pccfis very gloomy, and I think that nothing but the most signal 
inteTTxaition of Providence can save our country from destruc- 
tion. That the Sovereign Ruler of Events will stretch out His 
arm (or its protection is the fervent prayer of 
Your aflectionate, humble scr\''t, 

D. Gripfitu. 



Philadblphia, 27th Dec, 1776. 
Dear Major, — ^The enclosed handbills will inform you of an 
I event which now gladdens the hearts of all Friends of their Coun- 
try in this Town. It's a part of a letter from Col. Biddle, D. Q, M. 
J Gen. to Genl. Mifflin. He was present at the transaction, and 
I at the time of writing the Letter, was at Newtown, in Pennsyl- 
vania, providing Quarters for the Prisoners he mentions. The 
Prisoners were with him. The Expedition was conducted by Gen. 
Washington, tn person, at tlic head of 4000 men. The Virginia 
Troops, I believe, were all there. They crossed over the even- 
ing before, 4 miles above Trenton, and attacked them very early 
' in the morning. It Rained, Snowed and Blowed excessively, but 
I our People were so situated as to have it on their Backs. 
I General Washington's design was a. very grand one, and as 

well contrived (or the Destruction of tlie Enemy's army as any- 
thing that can be conceived. It was intended at the time he 
j crossed the River with his Division (the enemy being con- 
I toured in .several villages in Jersey and near the River), Gen. 
I Ewing with his Brigade should cross the Delaware at Trenton, 
to intercept them in their Retreat, and Col. Cadwallader. with the 
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Philadclpliia Militia. wa« to cross the River 12 miles below Tren- 
ton, sttsck the Panics posted near Burlington, and after joining 
the other Divisions of the Army, the whole was to march against 
the Enemy and atuck them divided in the Contorments. A 
pan only has been executed as yet. There was so much Ice at 
the Falls of Delaware and below it, yesterday morning, that 
neither Ewing nor Cadwallader with their troops could crosa. 
Genl. Washington, with his division, is returned into Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Tlie whole design is not yei abandoned. Genl. Mifflin, with 
2000 Troops from this place, and tlic Militia of this town, under 
Cadwallader, making in all about 4000, are to cross the River at 
Bristol and make an mcursion into the Jerseys. Gen. Mifflin 
sets oS to-morrow. 

This affair has given new life and spirits to llie cause, and has 
lowered the Crests of the Tories in this Place, who looked upon 
the matter as settled, and were hourly expecting the King's 
Troop.s to arrive without molestation. Things begin to wear a 
better aspect, Major, than when I wrote you last (by the bye, I 
have written you once a fortnight, at least, tho' you complain so 
heavily; and within the last five weeks, I have written you 4 
letters). 

General Washington's Army is now become respectable. He 
has between isooo and 15000 men, and is growing stronger 
daily. Gen. Mifflin came to town last night from the back coun- 
ties of this Province, where he has been to rouse the People. 
He tells mc that there is a Virtuous Disposition in the People, but 
they have been discouraged by People of fortune and influence, 
and that their Officers have been backward. They arc, however, 
now coming down pretty generally ; this good news, I think, will 
hurry and encourage them. 

Generals Heath and McDongal are in New Jersey with 2500 
men. They have retaken at ilackiuiiack most of the stores lost 
at Fort Lee, and have made prisoners many Tories who had 
taken arms in favor of the King. 




The state of ifaiogs in the New Eogbnd Coloaies 1 mentioned] 
in my last. The account I then gave is prettj weli cotifirtned. 

We are made to believe that we are to have a mnfarccmcni of 
3000 mm from Virginia. U it true? and when will thejr be here? 
For tbo' oar fears are a linle qitited tor tfae present, yet vrc liave 
Bnch reason to wish for succour. Militia are precarious as to 
the time of tbctr stay, and the lime o( sook of the Continental 
Troops and some fiying Camp men will expire on New Year's 
Day. Tlic whok may amotmi to about 30C0 men. 

I am Kin7 to bear of Col. Peyton's prodtgioas Iocs by disease, 
md of your own. I hope tbc cold weatbcr will pot ao end to so 
btal a Uatady. 

Yoa will please to remember me affectionately to aQ your good 
Ncigbbors, and believe me. 

V ery smcerdy yours, 

D. Gbiffitu. 

Fitzgerald b made Aide de Camp to Gen. Washington in the 
room of Col. Cary, of Maryland ; and poor Hendricks lies very 
iD in the neighborhood of the Army. 

7« Major Levrn FtrtctU. 



PHILADELFBtA, 14th JaUy., I/T/. 

Dear CoL, — For so it seems 1 am to call you now, day 
has a Regiment, and you are appotnled his second. 

I congratulate you on the ocoifioo. as I also do m% country. 

What little news there is I have mentioned to Mrs. Griffitfa. 
I intended to have wrillen you, but was obliged to break off last 
night, and this day have not had time. Excuse me, and by the 
next Post I shall send alt that is worth bearing. 

If you are ver}' anxious, and will wait oo Mrs. Griffith with the 
enclosed, she will. I bncy, inform you o( what you will be pleased 
to hear. Adieu. 

Yours, &C., 

D. GuFFrrH. 
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MoRRiSTows. 2oth Feb., 1777. 

Dear Col., — The iincenain stale in which I have been for some 

' time past has prevented mc from writing, cither to you or Mrs. 

Griffith. I have been in the expectation of returning home, but 

from the situation ol things have not asked leave. Yesterday I 

I obtained it. and wait only tor Draper's return to set out. Me i^ 

[ gone to Philadelphia, and will be back in a few days. 

Our ,\nny is now at least equal to the enemy's in number. We 
hem them in on cverj- side, and they can get nothing but out of 
the fire. They arc most distretued in tlieir situation, but as wc 
cannot attack them but under disadvantages, and as a faihire 
would throw our affairs into a much worse situation than they 
arc at present, it is thought best to let them alone. This much 
is certain, that without far greater reinforcements than we con- 
ceive they can get soon, they will not be able to penetrate into 
the country. 

We have favorable accounts of the Recruiting scr\-ice from 
a3t quarters, and we hope that we shall soon be so strong as to 
instirc success whenever we attack them. A party from Gen. 
Putnam's Divi.*ion surrounded one of their outposts yesterday 
morning, kilted seven, wounded several, and took sixty-nine 
prisoners. They were stationed at a place called Roundabouts, 
on the Raritan River. Two British and four He«sian deserters 
came in last night, but I have not heard what accounts they bring. 

The King's speech you will shortly see in the Papers. W« 
have sonic debates in Parliament from which, and other chan- 
nels, wc have the most certain account that there is a strong 
Press in England. 

The messenger who takes this is waiting for mc to finish. 

I have only to add my desire that you would send tlii.<( over to 
Mrs. GrifTith as soon as you conveniently can, as I have not time 
to write a second letter. 

In expectation of seeing you and her shortly, I remain, b'r 
Col., Yrs. ver>- affe'tly. 

D. Griffith. 



CAMr NKAR BocKDiiitooK. 2Sth May. 1777. 

Dear Col.. — ^Timc would not permit me by the last Po&t 10 send 
you more than a Scrall. H-tth an inc!o*ed letter for Mrs. G., to 
wtaom I refer you (or mtcUigencc. It is protabic that it may 
not have come lo hand, but (resh Occtirrertces, tho' not very 
material, will be more entertaining than past ones. 

The day after I vrrote the above-mentioned letter the whole 
of our Troops contained along our lines received orders to 
march to the place 6xed upon for the whole army to assemble. 
Tliey are accordingly all arrived here ; and Princetown excepted, 
all those posts are cv-acuated. from which our Troops the past 
Winter have given great annoyance to the Enemy, and prevented 
ihem from Plundering and Desobttng the Countr)-. 

We are encamped in an extensive and well cultivated valley, 
formed by two hilb nearly as high as the Katoctan Mountains, 
and covered with a verj" thick wood on their tops. The Moun- 
tain in our Front is accessible in only a few places, and those 
passes rer>' strong. The Camp is. in my opinion, very Judiciously 
Chosen. It is strong, is at a convenient distance from the Enemy, 
being two miles north from Boundbrook. a little village on the 
Raritan, 6 miles west from Brunswick, and we are at hand to 
pursue the Enemy whene%'er they choose to ntove. 

By calling the Army all to this place I am sensible that indi- 
viduals will suffer distress; they are entirely exposed to the 
dq>redations of the Enemy, who are much in need of sucli things 
85 they have to lose. But many circumstances made the measure 
absolutely necessary. Pliiladelphia seems still the object they 
hare in view. Certain Intelligence has been received that they 
had removed their heavy Baggage to New York; that the prin- 
cipal Tories had removed llieir effects from Amboy and Bruns- 
wick; that they Iiad been pressing horses and waggons od Long 
Island and Statcn Island. They have also taken the field and are 
strongly encamped near those towns, where they are wintered. 
These appearances make it probable that the Enemy mean to 
c, and as we were situated wc could give them little annoy- 
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ancc, and they might perhaps have crossed tlie Delaware before 
wc could collect sufficient force to annoy them. 

The Troops beipn to come in pretty fast, and I have been this 
day informed from good autliority tliat by die loth of June we 
shall have in this camp at least 1 3,000 et^L-ctivcs. 

All the Maryland Battalions arc to remain in Princctown under 
Gen. Sullivan. I do not include those in the number. We are 
to have no New England Troops on this side of the North Riv«r. 
Gen. Putnam has gone to Peekskill to command them. 

I have much reason lo believe that if the Enemy is not very 
' strongly reinforced before our reinforcement comes in we shall 
make an attack upon them, especially if they rcinaia divided. A 
successful stroke at this time would, I am confident, put an end 
to the War. The Gen. joined the Army this evening from Morris- 
town ; Headquarters are now at this place. Col. Jotinston con- 
tinues very ill ; his life is despaired of. He is at Morristown. 

Aji affair happened about three days ago which did much 
honor to our Troops and sets the Enemy in a contemptable light. 
It was expected that the Enemy meant to surprise some of our 
Pickets early in the morning, and Gen, Wayne with a detachment 
was sent at daybreak to support them, if the Enemy should at- 
tack. He tiad hardly crossed llie Bridge at Boundbrook before 
his detachment was fired upon. They instantly fixed Bayonets, 
when the Enemy gave way and retreated so rapidly that Wayne, 
who followed them 4J miles, could not get near enough to en- 
gage them. Tlicy formed llirec columns and fired upon our 
people from joo to 500 yards distant, without any other effect 
that wounding 3 men. Some of their Horses and one of their 
riders were killed. The enemy was about 800 strong and had 
several pieces of Cannon. 

With compliments to Mrs. Powell and all Friends, I am. Dear 
Col., Yours, Ac, 

D. Gkiffitb. 

To Cot, PoweU. 
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Vallct Force, 3d June, 1778. 

D<ar Co!.. — Want of opportunity has put it out of my power 
to fulfil my cngagcnwnt to you At soon u you may expect, and 
as things are not yet in a quite settled state, it is not in my power 
to give you all the satisfaction you desire. 

The Army is just where it was when you left it. but very dif- 
ferently circumstanced ; things seem much mended for the bet- 
ter. Everything wears the appearance ol neatness and order; 
the men are vcfj- well clothed, but not quite all armed. We have 
plentj- of provisions and forage. The Hospitals are well sup- 
plied and neatly kept; You hear of no complaints now front 
that or any other Department. The strictest attention is paid to 
discipline since the appointment of the new Inspector-Genera), 
the Baron Steuben (a Prussian), and I think the whole army 
is much improved in that panicular. Every Brigade is out twice 
a day, and has been for many weeks pasL 

All the proposed Regulations have not yet taken place, but 
Congress have them under consideration ; what they have con- 
firmed is, allowing the Staff to be taken out of the Line, and al- 
lowing half pay to officers for seven years. They Iiave deter- 
mined nothing yet respecting the number of Regiments, nothing 
ii done concerning the 16 additionals. As to our numbers, I 
cannot speak with certainty, but I imagine it does not exceed 
14000 men, exclusive of the two Brigades under Smallwood. 

There arc very few men come from New England, tho" many 
are recruited in those States; they are all slopped at Feekskill, 
where an army is forming tmder Gen. Gales. The Quotas of 
New York and New Jersey are quite complete. The Maryland 
Brigade are very strong, and it i* expected they will be complete 
in a short time. Virginia makes the poorest figure ol any State 
to the recruiting way. People from other States do not forget 
lo tell us of it. Tlic corps of ArtiUery is very strong ; they num- 
ber almost double what they were ]*xt campaign. 

We have been in the daily expectation for ten days past of 
going into Philadelphia. All the accounts from that place, for 
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iircc weeks past, agree in confirming the opinion that thej- ar« 
about to evacuate the city. People are coming out daily, who alt 
say that they have wooded and watered t!ieir vessels, have em- 
barked their Baggage and Cannon, that the Tories have had 
notice to embark their property, and many are actually gone on 
, board. Most of their ships arc actually got through the Chc- 
reaux de frise and lie below Cliestcr. 

The British make no secret of declaring that they are going to 
some place to collect their whole force, and that Rhode Island is 
to be evacuated. If our accounts from New York arc to be de- 
pended on, they are preiKiring to evacuate that place. It is ex- 
pected our next move will be through New Jersey toward tliat 
city, but we shall not stir until we have the fullest assurances 
that they have evacuated Philadelphia. The whole army has been 
under marching orders for a week past, and everything is ready 
to move at a moment's warning. 

An the accounts you have heard from France arc abundantly 
confirmed ; a duplicate of the Treaty and the original copy have 
since arrived. The last papers from Boston mention the arrival 
of five large Frendi ships with goods, one of them a King's ship 
of 36 guns. They bring tsooo suits of clothe^t among othef 
things. Goods of all kinds arc very plenty in Boston. 

We are all in high spirits, hoping a speedy and happy end of 
ihb contest. May the Almighty God grant it, is the fervent 
[wayer of your affectionate 

Humble Servant, 

D. GiuFFrTa. 

Co/. Ltven Poivell, 

Laudovn County, Va. 
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CORRESPONDENCE OF COL. LEVEN POWELL, M. C, 
RELATING TO THE ELECTION OF JSOO. 



T. EVANS TO COL. LEVEN POWELL.* 

Accomack, Ocl 30, 1800. 

Dear Sir, — ^Your kind favour of Aug. 24 from Alexandria 
came to hand : it found me liowcver labouring under a fall fever, 
which has attacked me, after small intermissions, three times. 
I do not recollect to Iiavc had so much of sickness in my family 
& the neighbofliood generally as we have experienced this sea- 
son. I am not at present entirely relieved of its consequences ; I 
hope however to be witli you at the day appointed. Immediately 
after the receipt of yours I wrote to Mr. Dennis, informing him 
of what had been done. He was however at the same time on 
his way to my neighborhood & missed the letter till his return, 
but coming to sec nie I shewed him yours and he expressed him- 
self to be under obligations to you for your attention : he says he 
shall not be able to come on for perhaps the first week or ten 
days, but wishes to retain his »t3tion among us & those whom 
you mentioned. 

We now approach the important day of choosing electors : I 
[)ose the prejudices of a majority of our fellow citizens, & the 
unprinciplcs mode of election, will wholly silence, or at least 
render ineffectual, the scutiinenis S: wishes of a respectable por- 
tion of the people of Virg'a. It is an experiment perfectly in the 
Jacobinical style, rendering laws, when passed, perfectly ineffi- 
cacious, if not aided by a central committee, who create and direct 



1 ThiR l«tl«.-r in ■.■■pivially iniercMiiiK, mnoe it HbdWH cl<«li»n iniUKieuvnM 
u that day ; and mure especially sa it came from a good Fedetallat. 
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the affiliated committees in a manner concealed from public 
view throughout the country. Govt., i( such mcasurrs may be so 
called, thus becomes the property of a few daring characters, 
whilst antienl forms for a while remain, tho' they cannot possi- 
bly be more than forms. 

Tlie indignation of the people hereaway is considerable at the 
attack thus made upon the vital principle of republicanism — the 
right of suffrage itself. Instead of the govt, resting upon the 
virtue & intelligence of the people, they find that right so modi- 
fied as to render tliose qualities perfectly useless : if liiey could 
be exercised, it is to be presumed the result would appear gen- 
erally in the selection of characters worthy of their choosers. So 
sensible seem those who advocate the present mode for exclud- 
ing the use of those quahties of this consequence that it has been 
solemnly stated by one of its champions that "talents arc not 
Rccesiary and experience is not required" in an elector ; for why, 
he acts as a puppet of a sett of self-created Directors, who have 
nominated him & prescribed him election to the people. The 
idle & the ingenious have often amused themselves with sailing 
ploughs, carriages to be nioveil by si)ring8, & even wings to ele- 
vate men among the feathered creation; but from the days [ofl 
Daedalus to those of Montgolfier no great advantage has been 
derived from their ingenuity ; ihc former lost his son & the latter, 
or at least some of his coadjutors, their lives by their extra- 
nitural inventions. It seems probable, as intcUigetice & exprri- 
tnte arc now declared to be inessential in an election, we shall 
soon have other discoveries of a similar nature : religion itself & 
a belief in the immortality of the soul, which makes of man, other- 
wise the most ferocious, a social being, may possibly be dis- 
carded as anile fictions. Churches are little more than heaps of 
bricks & stones, but sufficient for him who was born in a manger, 
& virtue itself may soon perhaps be declared to be nothing more 
than a name. But what shall we gain by this ? ^fiy ! post-boys' 
& lacquies will soon be able to discharge all the most important 

> All tlUi is » thrtist ai Jefieisoa: (1) hi* religion, (S) his rtqut^ing tlic 
nMiflcatioa o( his elocUon to the Vi(e-Pre«de<ncr ^ ^ made through tlie 
inalli. 
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Military, Political & Civil (unctions. Your Wwhiiigtons, your 
Adams & such characters wilt do longer be nccessar)', ^i"! 
Human aiTairs will go on without the cxpcnce of virtue or talents, 
& the Golden Age will return, when man shall have again to 
light the tuslccy hoar for his scanty pittance of acorns. 

To laogh wen wknt of goodntM A of gneo 
And to be gnve esoenls all power ot boe. 

But enough of tliial 

Disgusting as is the mode of election, I trust the people, see- 
ing no aliemalivc, wilt pretty generally turn out, & shew to the 
other States of the Union tliat there are some yet who love & 
revere the name of Washington, & will support none but those 
who deserve to be called "Washingtonians," 

With every sentiment of esteem, I am. Dear Sir, 
Your most obcdt. scrvt., 

T. Evans. 

Colo. Ixvitt PovieU, 



OOL. LSVEN POWELT. TO MAJ. BtJRR POMTEIJ^ 

Washikctos, Jany. lath. 1801. 

Dear Burr, *•.••««. 

With respect to the two men who stand before us for the 
presidency, from the best information that I am able to get, 10 
point of Character & Moral principles they are pretty equal ; in 
point of talenu. with a mind fearless of the boldest of undertak- 
ings. Burr has greatly the superiority, & therefore abundantly the 
most dangerous. As I shall feel a repugnance in voting for a 
man who in my conscience I believe unfit {or the office he wishes 
to fill, I may probably give no vote, if I should, you will readily 
tee on which side. I was sloped [interrupted] here by Mr. 
Wales, who came into my room, just returned from Phila. He 
States Burr's private character greatly less objectionable than it 
had been before mentioned to me, & which makes him more 
reconcilable, but both fall far short of what they ought to be for 
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that important office. Altho* my Vote will count notliing ctth«r 
way, I would wish to give such a one as I would do if it would 
becide between tticm. but not being able to make up my mind 
as to which would be best. 1 shall write to tny friends & be gov- 
erned by their opinions. 

The enclosed letter is from Mr. Williams, a member of Con- 
gress from No. Carolina. It is to let him know that the cx'ors 
of a Mr. Settle, or Suttle, has put a bond into his hands for col- 
lection, & which you are requested to contrive to him & get his 
answer. This Ivjr. Settle, I understand, is the man who several 
years ago moved from our County near the Ridge, & is the man 
ag'n whom [an acct.] stands on our books — I believe on the 
books of S. B. W. I wish you would draw up tlie ans'r & send 
to nie — perhaps I may be able to get it. Remember me to all, 
and particularly to y'r mother and [illegible]. 

Y's effect'ly, 

Lkvbn Powell. 



FROM THOMAS J. 



» 



PAGK TO CX)L. r.EVEN POWELL ON PRESI- 
DENTIAL ELKCTIrtS. 



Dear Sir, — I rec'd your letter of the 15th of January, wherein 
you request that I should endeavor to ascertain the sentiments 
of our county respecting the approaching Election for President. 
I have seen many of them and declared your wish for informa- 
tion oit the subject, and I find they all prefer Mr. Jefferson to 
Mr. Burr, except a few who think as you do. that if Jefferson is 
at the head of the party who style themselves Republicans, that 
not the smallest Vestige of our Navy will remain. They are also 
afraid that he will be deficiciit in firmness, and perhaps that he 
may be dictated to by some violent men whom he may have to 
consult with. Our alternative, I must confess, is dreadful under 
the circumstances which you have slated — for if Jcflferson is to 
destroy & do away the support o( our commercial intercourse, 
we ought all to say that he is not a proper man ; & as to Burr, 
hi* character is so suspicious that I find you doubt that Rcspec- 
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tabiJity which ought to be attached to a President of the 
United States, for certainly he ought to be a respectable as well 
as an independent character — and as he appears in this hght, 
I must iay thai he is not a proper character. What will be 
the event of this business I can't foresee, being so far Removed 
from the seat of information, but hope that the acts of you all 
may be siicti as to give peace lo ihe Union and prosperity to all 
who are connected witli us. 

I am, Sir, Respectfully, yr. mo. obt. servt., 

Thouas J. Page. 
Feb. 5, 1801. 



FROM TRO. SIMS TO COL. LEVEN POWELL OS PRESmBJiTIAL 

ELECTION, 



Dr. Sir, — Your favor was duly received, in answer to which as 
far as it refers to the election between Mr. Jefferson & Mr. Burr, 
I can only observe that your Vote upon the subject will give my- 
self & alt others I have consulted perfect satisfaction. The situa- 
tion in which you arc placed renders you perfectly competent to a 
just dcscision & and we arc fully satisfied that you will be actuated 
by what you consider the interests of the community. I very 
much wish, should you have an opportunitj-, that you will procure 
a copy of the report of Ihe Conmiittec of Congress at their last 
session relative to the state of our revenue and public debt and 
forward it to me. Every possible engine will be put into operation 
to effect your election next Spring — and as detraction 6c defama- 
tion are generally resorted to to promote Views injurious lo you, 
I am desirous to be prepared, as far as I am able, to counteract 
them. For myself, as far as 1 have enquired, I am induced to con- 
clude that no material change has taken place here in the Senti- 
ments of Ihe people in general & I entertain very Sanguine hopes 
for an undoubted Success in the contest. However I Shall be bet- 
ter able to give you more information on the Subject after our 
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court & then I shall do rayscM the pleasure to write to you. In 
the meantime & in great haste I am. Dr Sir, 
Very RcspcclfuUy, Yr. Mt. Ob. St., 

Tuo. Sims. 
Lttsbg., Feb. 6lh, 1801. 

FROM WM. B. UARBIEiON TO COL. LEVEN POWELL ON PRESI- 
DESTUL ELECTION. 



I 



I 



Soldiers' Reposk, Feby. 11, 1801. 

Dr. Sir, — 1 have had the Pleasure to Receive yours of Jany. 
loth, and wish it was in my Power to Convey to you an opinion 
of mine & my Neighbours that would be an Addition to yours 
in \''otlng a^cablc to the wishes of the People of the district, 
& relieve you from the Iturthen of Anxiety to serve your Country 
best. 

On Receiving yours Agrcable to your Request I set out 
amongst the most Respectable People in my neighborhood to 
gain the Opinion of them, & found but fue, very fue, that know 
anything about Either of the men, and those that do have formed 
no opinion & wish you to Vole as you think best. 

I was up at Lcesburg court to try the wishes of the People 
on the Subject, where I met 3 or 4 of the Mr. Lees A Mr. Lion, 
&c., whom I learned to be Xearly of my opinion — which is as 
we are compei'd to Vote for a man of Contrary Policy to our 
own, one from New York, the other from Virginia, the Virginian 
the most E.xperienced, oldest officer. Purest carracter and morals 
Eaqual, & I have not a doubt but our little Navey will Bear Oie 
Same fate under the Admin, of one as the other, I therefore 
would \^otc for Mr. JeflFerson— but woud. not wish my Opinion 
to Clash with your own. Vou arc a better Judge than t am if 
we were on the same advantage of infoniiation. Colo. Thos. 
Lee difTers from me in Sentiment & thinks it will Blast your 
Political carracter for Ever to Vote for Jefferson at all, and that 
Cannot advise what 10 do, but woud. Observe the Same line 
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of Conduct as your CoUcai^cs of the Same Polky. I have not 
a doubt but you will \'otc for the bcsl. Vote as you will. 

When I used all my Efforts to have you Elected my Confi- 
dence wa« in you — it has not from Experience Diminished but 
increas'd. & Lei you Vote as you will it shall stand approbated 
& Justified with me. 

I am. Sir, with great Respect, 

Your friend & Ser'nt, 

Wii. B. Harrison. 

N. B. In your Last to me you Observe the frcnch Treaty is 
Still before tlie senate & its fate uncertain. I hope it will Remain 
in that Situation unless it can be Past with Amendments Such 
as will do honor lo our government & People. 

Be Pleased to give my best Respects lo Gcnl. Lee and Majr. 
Egleston. W«. B. H. 



FBOU TlIO, S1M8 TO COL. LKV£N POWELL ON PRESIDESfTLU:, 

ELECTION. 



Leesbuko, F^y. ao. 1801. 
Dear Sir, — We arc all in extreme anxiety here relative to 
the final issue of the question of president in your houic. For 
my own pan the more I reflect on the business the more I en- 
quire into the characters of the candidates, & especially since I 
have seen the dangerous doctrine said to be advanced by Jefler- 
son in a letter to his Bcrl<ley correspondent, & I presume it is 
accurate, a-s it has not been contradicted. I am induced decidedly 
to give the preference to Mr. Burr. From everything tliat has 
transpired to make the political character of Jefferson, it is 
clearly evidenced to me that he has uniformly given the tone of 
opinion to the opposition, besides lie being the favorite with ihcm 
he must of necessity stand more committed to their Views and 
less probable to be governed by generous principles than Mr. 
Burr. If the present division in the house should not meet. Si 
chcMCe be made. I fear we shall st^nd in an awful situation 
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indeed — but wc must hope for the best. & be prepared to meet 
any event. I hear many exertions arc making here by your oppo- 
nenU to prcjuditc the minds of the people against your election — 
your Votes for tlie Mausoleum & a continuance of the Sedition 
Law arc the principle objections started. Can you believe it, but 
it is really Iruc, that the old & often refuted Story of your pre- 
dilection for Monarchy is again revived. 

I conversed generally (on Monday last) with my actjuaintance 
from different parts of the County, and can asshure you that no 
material change !n the Sentiments of the people here Since our 
tryumphant success in 99 is to be discovered. It every part of 
the district is as Federal as ours, your Success does not admit 
of a doubt in my opinion, or the opinion of most of your Friends 
that I have consulted. 

Waltman calleil on me to en(|uire if certain charges he had 
heard alledg'd ag't you could be true. \ took Some pains to cx- 
Iheir absurdity, and he confessed his astonishment that he 
9b1d for a moment be so worked upon. & observed that not- 
viihstanding all their lies, you would not loose a Vote in the 
Dutch Settlem't. 

Nothing is wanting on the part of the Federalists but a little 
{illegible] to enable them to counteract most of the slanders of 
the opposite partj". Honest, wcll-lhinking men. however limited 
in general subjects may be their understanding, commonly pos- 
sess discernment enough to distinguish between truth & falser 
hood. I never was .10 clearly convinced of the trutii of this 
position as on the first day of Our last Court. W'c have three 
Federal Candidates* for the State Legislature. I do not regret 
this circumstance — no division of Interest with them can possibly 
produce an antl-fcderal representation, & it will be the means of 
bringing more people to the poles. 

With Sentiments of great respect, 

I am. Dr. Sir, Vr. Ob. St., Tho. Siiis. 

* Lswify Nolaad A Lane. 
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FROM C»L. FRANCIS PEYTON TO OOL. LEVEN POWELL ON 
PRESIDENTIAL KLECTIOK. 

LoLTJOUS. Fclj'ry aotli, l8oi. 
D«ar Sir, — I received yours of the 14th inst.. likewise those 
address'il to nie nt Ricliinond, anil Acknowledge the favor, and 
the cause of my not answering them in due time was owing to a 
hurt I received in one of my fingers, soon after I got to that place, 
which prevented ine from Writing even to my family during my 
stay tiicrc, which I hope is a Suff't apology. With respect to 
Mr. Mason I am at a loss what to say, but expect to be down my- 
self towards the latter end of March and endeavor to have it fixed 
somehow or otfier. 11ic matter stands tiius: my Tobacco was 
Sold on a credit of 60 or 90 Days when there was no deprecia- 
tion, but lie pretends to say at the time of payment it had depre- 
ciated more than one half the real Value. Soon after I got the 
Arat. of Sales I apply'd to him in George Town for payment, 
when he observed to me that the money was payable in France, 
and at that time it [was] difficult if not impossible to negociate 
it owing to the existing troubles, and also mentioned the depre- 
ciation, but observed at the same lime he would endorse anyJ 
Bills I might draw whenever I thought proper and receive the 
money as it should be passing at the time it was presented, on 
condition of not being liable for any Interest on the sum. Agrc- 
able to tliis promise I let the matter rest until the depreciation 
on their money ceased, but these promises I make no doubt be 
will Deny, and my having confidence in his word at that time I 
have no evidence to prove it. so that I cannot avail myself of 
them. When I gave the papers to Mr. Tliompson to settle with 
him and demand the money and on failure of payment to order 
suit against him. on application Mr. Mason staled his .'Vmt, 
agreabic to what he said was the depreciation, and observed he 
was willing to pay it. which was refused. Some time after which 
Mr. T. informed me of the proposals, and as I did not wish to 
have any disputes about it, and thinking in some measure it might 
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be right, I agreed to settle it on his own statement with paying 
interest while he had the money in his own hands, which I 
thought no just man could possibly refuse, but so it is he ob- 
jected to that proposal, and so the matter stands. 

I feel great Anxiety with respect to the choice of a P. The 
violent Dems. are determined to shoulder their musketts in case 
Jefferson or Burr is not elected, tho' in fact I think many of that 
party really wish it for the sake of confusion, and nothing could 
suit their purpose better; therefore I sincerely hope for the sake 
of peace & Tranquility their views may be frustrated in fixing 
Jefferson in the chair. Your family and Friends are all well 
and I am. 

Dr. Sir, Your Mo. Ob. Servt., 

Francis Peyton. 




THE JOHX P. BRANCH 



HISTORICAL PAPERS. 



RAKI>OLJ>H-MACON COIA^EQVL 



JXJVta, 1D03. 



PREFACE. 



The second number of the Branch Historical Papers is now 
pubhshcd with the sanic end in view as the first: namely, to 
stimulate and encoiirace Ihc study and writing of history in 
Randolph- Macon College. This being our purpose, it is hoped 
that allowance will be made for some of the jthorlcomingg of 
the papers which m»y be presented. It was only last year that 
regular work in history was begun here, and having no wish to 
go beyond the limits of a high-grade college, our work consists 
in bringing the student simply to the point where higher and 
independent research begins. Tlic plan tlicn is to reward the 
best efforts of undergraduates with publication, and to encourage 
young men of Virginia to enter the almost unexplored field of 
their State's history. To advance this kind of work, the Bennett 
History Medal it awarded each year to the author of the 
best paper written by any student in the Department of History. 
Rev, James Cannon. President of tlic Blackstone Institute, is 
the founder of this prize. Tlie successful paper is assigned tlie 
place of honor annually in ihc Branch Papers. 

Since Virginia biography has brcn so sadly neglected, it has 
been decided to limit ihe Branch Papers hereafter to that field. 

1 
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Th« jiapcrs sitbtniltcd so far for the prize this year deal wiUi 
John Lewis, of Augusta county; Abel P. Upslmr and Thomas 
Ritchie, Unusual attention ha& been given Uiese subjects and 
mud) hitherto unpublished data concerning them will be brought 
to light. At least two, perhaps all, of these short biographies 
will be published in ihc next number of the Papers. It is hoped, 
that these studies may prove to be of real service to students 
American history and to deserve a place in our best libraries.! 
Short and accurate sketches of tlie lives of Virginia statesmen ' 
and politicians of the second rank will thus be brought into per- 
manent accessible form. So much for the student's work. 

The editor of the Papers desires to publish year by year the 
more valuable letters and documents which come to his know- 
ledge in connection with the prize papers, or in any other way. 
Much valuable material i» going to ruin every year in \'irginia 
for the lack of proper attention. In the garret of an old Colonial] 
court-hcHise which the writer visited in the cuurso of last summer, 
he found si.\ large boxes of historical papers — letters, wills, deeds, 
repons of law cases. &c., dating back as far as 1680. Tlie mice 
hud long had their nests among these [>apers! No officer of thej 
coun was responsible for the safe-keeping of these records, for' 
such they were, and tlie County Clerk waj astonished that he 
should be asked so minutely about such worthless stuff! What 
has been said of this particular court-house might also be said 
of many an old manor in Virginia. Many other States have ap- 
pointed commissions for the collection and preservation of such 
data. Of course, it cannot be hoi>ed that our people may be 
brought in a short lime to look differently upon these things ; but 
by continuous effort on the part of college teachers, and of 8tu- ^ 
dents who come in touch with such teachers, it is hoped grad- 
ually 10 bring about this change. With this end in view, and 
also to give to the world in modest form the results of our 
searches, half of the si>ace in the Branch Papers will be devoted' 
to publishing documents. 

Last year a small portion of the Leven Powell manuscripts 
was Jtublishcd; a few of these had seen the tight in a small 
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pani|)>ilet (irinlcd in 1872 for family circujalion. This year tlic 
whole collection has been placed at my disposal and about half 
of it has heen printed. Several imponant leilcrs will be found 
in the collection — one from Washington, which shows, if iiything 
more important, that L,even Powell was a man whose friendship 
Washington acknowledged. In fact. WashiiiRton rode twelve 
miles in 1799 to cast his last vote for his friend. Colonel Powell, 
as his rei)resentativc iti Congress. 

The letters published this year fall between years 1775 and 
1787. and t>ear upon llie Revi>h»i»inary war and the settlement 
of Kentucky and its separation from Virginia. The next and 

St instalment, reserved for a later issue, covers the period of 
H78S to 1806. [n addition, a group of letters bearing on the 
war of tSi3 is given; another on the events of 1830, principally 
by Thomas Ritchie, the frrealest of Virginia's editors. 

For these letters 1 am indebted lo Miss Rel>ecca C, Powell, 
of Alexandria, Virginia, a descendant of Colonel Levcn Powell ; 
to Judge A. B. Hagiier. of Washington, I). C:: Judge Brockcn- 
brough, of Tappahannock, Va. ; to Mrs. Walter K. Martin and 
to Thomas Christian. Esq., of Richmond, Virginia. To all of 
these I take this means of expressing my hearty thanks. 

WtLLIAU E. DODD. 
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THE WHISKEY INSURRECTION IN PENNSYLVANIA 
AND THE OPINIONS OF CONTEMPORARY PARTY 
LEADERS CONCERNING ITS SUPPRESSION.' 



KV H. W. SOKD, JR., A. M. 

SOON* after the adoption of itie Constitution, dif!cr«nt views 
arose in regard to the powers it really conferred upon the 
Central Government. One side insisted that it should receive only 
the strictest interpretation, while the other claimed thai a very 
liberal construction was permitted. These opposite opinions, 
ably clianipioued by Jefferson and by Hamilton, respectively, 
gave rise to the bitter feeling between them, culminating in the 
resiRnation of both from the C"abinet. Rut most important of 
all, the foundation was laid for the great contending principles 
held by subsequent statesmen, which afterwards brought on the 
great war between the States. As one of the earliest struggles 
bringing into view the distinct separation between the champions 
of Slate's rights and those of a strongly centralized government, 
the rising against the excise tax in Western Pennsylvania, Lom* 
monly knon'n as the Whiskey Rebellion, is a vcr>- imporuni in- 
oident. 

Hamilton's financial policy, of which the excise tax vras a very 
important part, was the chief cause of Jefferson's antagonism. 
In a letter to the President, the latter says: "1 confess to have 
disagreed from the financial plans of Hamilton, because his 
system flowed from principles adverse to libcrly. and was calcu- 
lated to undermine and demolish the Republic by creating an 
influence of his (Hamilton's) department over the member; of 
the Legislature."' Again, when Washington, in the course of 

■Tbe Butbor ot tbis pap«r was swHrd«d tb« med«l In the BeBn«tt 
prise contcat for 1901. 
iWorkB of Tho*. Ivtttnoa, VWA. V., pngB 103. 



77i< Whwkey Inatirrection in Penruylvania, 69 

a private conversation, upheld the excise bill as the best nicuMire 
of the kind that could be brought forward. Jefferson replied that 
he was himself opposed to tlie sssuniplion of the State debtA by 
the National Government, as a policy which had made such a 
tax necessary. He felt ihat it was best for each State to pay its 
own debt by the tax most agreeable to the people.* But during 
the insurrection he expressed still more strongly his radical views 
in regard to the concentration of power In the Central govern- 
ment. At the same time it became vcrj- evident thai even in 
Virginia his opinions on this subject were not by any means 
universally supported. 

In 1791 a revenue bill was passed through the influence of 
Hamilton putting a tax on the distillation of spirituous liquors. 
This bill was very much opposed by many i)( the congre-umen 
from the di.itricts which would be directly affected, and the leg- 
islatures of Virginia, North Carolina, and Pennsylvania all passed 
resolutions against its passage.* In 1792 the law was amended 
in order to make it. if possible, more acceptable to the people. 
But during the debates on the amendment, much opposition to 
an excise was again shown, chiefly by Southern members, while 
most of the Northern men favored it. Josiah F'arkcr, of Virginia, 
even went so far as to say it was hostile to the liberties of the 
people, and especially dangerous in giving revenue officers the 
power to search dwellings in which liquor that had not paid the 
tAx W3* supposed to be stored.* 

August 21. 1792, the people of the four Western counties held 
a convention at Pittsburg, at which it was resolved to use all 
legal means to resist the tax. Hamilton denounced the meeting 
as treasonable, and wished to indict all those taking part in the 
proceedings ;• while Washington declared that if the people went 
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so far as lo tklibcrawly traniplf ujion tlic law*, he would jjo to 
the full lengtlis of the powers jf'V'Mi him by :he Constitution.* 
But Jefferson wished to avoid a conflict with the Secreuri- at 
the Treasury, and so. while signing; the proclamation i&suct] at 
Hamilton's instiRation.' added that he was sorry to learn that 
6uch action was necessary, and that he misted ihe people wonld 
be led into a petition for the amendment of the law. or el»e into 
a conviction that it was right.' Happily, just at this time, the 
trouble did not become so serious as to demand the use of force, 
aUhoui;h in his speech before Congress. November, 1792. Wash- 
ington, in alluding to the discontent against the excise tax, d«<^^| 
dared that the laws would be strictly enforced, and that alt lho««" 
attemptinff to obstruct their operations would be duly puni«lie<1.* 
But during the summer of 1794, the opposition to the tax. 
which had been smouldering in the mean time, with only occa- 
sional outbursts, broke forth into open riot. Dtiring an attack 
upon the Inspector's house, there was some bloodshed, and the 
buildings were burned to ihe ground. So universal had the senti- 
ment against this method of taxation become that it was even 
deemed impolitic 10 attempt to raise a (losse for the protection 
of the revenue officers." Meetings were held al which resolutions 
of an inflammatory nature were passed ; the Vnited States inails 
were interfered with, and a mob marched on Pittsburg, though 
it did little, if any. damage. Several citizens, howeA'er, who had 
made themselves especially obnoxious to the mob. were sum- 
marily expelled by their fellow-townsmen. Urged on by Hamil- 
ton. Washington issued a proclamation calling upon the instu"- 
gents to disperse.' He also appointed commissioners, who tnet 
other commissioners sent by a meeting oi the disaffected, at which 
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Albert Gallatin, aided by the more sober men of the comnjunity, 
had been able to Mibdiic, m a messitrc. the more turbulent spirits.' 
In accordance with the agreement of tJic commissioners, the in- 
habitant!! o* the diMfFected regions were given an opportunity 
to 8i);[i their names lo a paper binding them to abide hf the laws 
of the coimtrj'. But the signatures were not nearly so general 
as had lieen hoped for. In on« to^vti^iip thedeclarationitof aub- 
tniRoion were lorn to pieces, even before any signatures were ob- 
tained, while at Ohio-Toivn, resolutions condemning the excise 
tax were passed.' llic President's commissioners were attacked 
at one place and compelled to »pen() die night in armit ; so lour 
and malignant an altitude was shown that tl seemed necessary to 
send the militta to the scene of disorder.* 

tn writing of the insurrection to Madison. JeflcTson asserted 
thai the inhabitants of (he Western counties bad not been more 
than riotous, and that there had been merely a consultation on 
separation, though this did not imply action in that direction. 
Also, he added that, "The excise law is an infernal one. The first 
error was to admit it into the Constitution, the second to act 
on tliai admission; the tliird. and last, will be to make it the in- 
strument of dismembering the Union."' Besides. Jefferson de- 
nied iliat the Prcfidoiit had the power to issue a call for troojM, 
when Congress was not in session, even though they were needed 
to c|iieU a Hot, which had gone beyond the control of the State 
in which it first arose.' 

On the other hand, Hamilton wished to send the militta at 
the very fir«, and. in a letter to the President August 2. 1794, 
he declared that, "The opposition has been continued and ma- 
tured until it has, at length, broken out in acts, which arc pre- 
■umed (o ainoinit to ireaaon." In regard to sending the militia, 
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he continues : "It appears to me that the very existence o( pov- 
ernmeiii dcniamls this course, and ihat a cliity ol the highest 
nature urges the Cliicf Magistrate to pursue it. The Constitu- 
tion and laws of tlie United States contemplate and provide (or 
it."* In the Tullcy letters, published in the PhilaMphia Adver- 
tiser, he even maintained that opposition to the excise tax, and 
also to the use of foixe in compelling submission to the taws, was 
indicative of a bad citizen, and. furthermore, that "the question is, 
Shall ihc majority govern, or be govcmcd? Shall the nation 
nilc, or be ruled? Shall the general will prevail, or the will ot a 
faction? Shall there be government or no government?"'* 

But it was with the greatest reluctance that Washington or- 
dered the troops to go forwanl, and then only when convinced 
by Hamilton that it was his last expedient. This wish, to con- 
ciliate, if possible, by peaceable means, was very forcibly brought 
out in his speech opening Congress. November 19. 1794.' which 
sought to justify tlie ofTtcial conduct of this afTair, and which was 
attacked with such bitter criticism. Yet when ihc commissioners 
returned with such an unfavorable report, he felt that it was 
necessary to send the militia into the riotous districts,' Perhaps 
the President's view of the situation cannot be more strongly ex- 
pressed than in these trenchant wor<Is. wlicn, in speaking of the 
disturbance, he says: "But if the laws are to be trampled on, 
and a minority — a small one, loo — is to dictate to the majority, 
then there is an end put, at one stroke, to republican govemnnTit. ' 
and nothing but anarchy and confusion are to be expected here- 
after."' 

As author of the hit!. Hamilton was undoubtedly determined 
to have the excise tax enforced. In addition, all those who had 
suffered from the ill-will of the rioters magnified the affair to him 
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as much as possible, and so added fuel to his already ardent de- 
sire to have the law enforced by ihe presence of the militia. 
Major Craig, ime of the citizens expelled from Pittsburg at the 
demand of the imurgenls. wrote that the weight of the Execu 
tive armament must be felt in the Western country before any 
, law of the United States could be enforced.' Again, the same 
^writer, in a letter written September 26, 1794, asserted thai the 
re])reseiitation* of interested persons should not be believed, for 
the country was by no means subdued, and that many who had 
signed the oath declared immediately afterwards that no exoise 
ofTicer should ever exist in ihc Western country.* 

Reports of the erection of liberty poles throughout the dis- 
turbed rcfjion were constantly being brought in. In the first 
part of September, a number of persons were about to raise one 
near Martinsburg. Va., when they were dispersed by the ap- 
proach of the militia." while even at Middletown. Md., similar 
attempts were made, though they, too, ended in failure.' 

Added to all these reports as to the riotous slate of the Wcit- 
em country came disquieting rumors that the insurgents were 
not only aiming at mcr«? opposiion to the enforcement of the ex- 
cise laws, but even at complete independence, and that the three 
Western counties of \'irginia would join them. A letter from 
Morganlown, Va.. said that those in that county who favored 
peace were so terrorized by the opposing clement that they were 
not at liberty to express themselves.' It was actually proposed 
to found a new government with either Judge Brackenbridge 
or David Bradford as Governor. But the former, a leader among 
those counselling submission, would listen to no such scheme.* 
Yet in a letter written August 8th. he gave it as his belief that 
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the Virginia counlie* would join ihe risinK, and tbal "If the gov- 
ernment dors not hear Ihe commissioners, but sends an armed 
force, there will be very serious trouble. Above all. in that event, 
a new government would be organized for scll-ttcfensc."** In- 
deed, after the disHirl>ancc had quieted down, Jefferson declared 
that die people of Western Pennsylvania were merely biding tlieir 
time in order to separate and to form an independent govern- 
ment.' 

In addition to these rumors of a new republic, it was gener.illy 
believed that the insurgents were being aided by the British. 
M. D. Conway, in his "Life of Edmund Randolph." claims that 
John Jay was officially informed that General Wayne expected 
to meet Uritish soldiers among the Pittsburg rioters.' In his pri- 
vate dispatches. Fouchct. the French Minister, declared that 
Randolph believed England was lomenting (rouble in the West, 
while Randolph.* in a letter to Washington, alluded to Ihe 
rumors that England was heljiiitg (he insurgents.* 

A letter, written from the camp near Washington, Pa., showed 
that these fears of a rebellion, aided by the British, were not alto- 
gether unfoimded. It contained Ihe information that the insur- 
rection had been contemplated for three years, as seen by leners 
found in Bradford's house, and that the plotters had intended to 
put themselves under the protection of Oreat Britain, after over- 
throwing the power of the N'alional r^jvernmcnt west of the 
Alleghanies." 

Yet, in spite of all these rumors of more serious trouble, the 
President, chiofty inflncnced by Edmund Randolph, .^^relar^ of 
State, refused to call out ihe militia until he had sent commis- 
sioners empowered to treat with the people. Just at this time. 
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the anti-Spanish and ttUunionist riots were disturbing Kentucky, 
while the risings of the Indians in the Northwest, actually 
fomented by the Governor of Canada, had not been completely 
subdued. The astute Secretary of State feared that these forces 
might be comfnned in a general war if an open rebellion should 
break out in Pennsylvania, and so he induced the President to 
use every possible means of pacification.' Fotichet, the I'rench 
Minister, accused Randolph of trying to get money from him 
in order to bribe some leading men to take the side of the i-^ov- 
ernmcnt.' Afterwards, he absolved the Secretary of State from 
having any personal interest in the matter* 

However, when the commi«jioiier» returned with an unfavor* 
able report. Randolph could do no more. Washington now 
listened to the representations of Hamilton, as was, perhaps, 
natttral, under the circumstances, and decided to forward tlte 
militia at once to the scene of trouble. 

Accordingly, in spile of constant assurances from the inhabi- 
tants that ihe Western country was being rapidly pacified. Wash* 
ington smiimoned I5,oootnilitiafroi)i the Stales of Pennsylvania. 
Kew Jersey, Maryland, and Virginia. He himself accompanied 
them as far m Fort Cumberland, and then left the further com- 
mand of the ex|>edition to Governor Lee, of Virginia. liamil- 
n, who had. at his own request, been granted permission to go, 
accompanied the tr^iops to the scene of the disturbance.* 

Although the troops made llie painful journey across the Alle- 

f hanies only to find the country perfectly peaceful and anxious 

to make all due .submission, hundreds of the more prominent 

men were arrested November 13th, among them being several 

itJKens who, throughout the course of the revolt, had used their 

Auencc to preserve peace. David Bradford, the prime mover 
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in the riou. escaped by way of the Ohio river. Most of the 
prisoners were released in a short time, white Washington, hav- 
ing resolved to he an lenient as possible toward all offenders in 
this insurrection, subsequently pardoned the few who were con- 
victed. A detachment o( troops, under the command of Gei.eral 
Wayne, was left in the disaffected region throughout the winter, 
but no further trouble occurred.* 

Nor can it be denied that Hamilton had excellent grounds for 
his apprehensions. The wild nature of some, at least, of the 
Western people had been shown in the inhuman treatment ac- 
corded the Muskingum Indians.' Judge Patterson, in his charge 
to the grand jury, at the trial of tlie rioters in Philadelphia, de- 
clared that the object of the insurrection having been to prevent 
the execution of an act of Congress, it was high treason. '• Fisher 
Ames, a i>rominent Massachusetts Congressman, wrote that in 
such a government as ours the danger is real as soon as dreaded. 
for the first murmurs of sedition excite doubts of the approbaiion|j 
of the majority.' Chief Justice Marshall, in writing of the tnsnr-l 
rcclion some time after, .said that to the government was given 
the alternative of subduing, or else of submitting to the resis- 
tance to the excise law. which had lasted fc«- three years.' 

The government was upheld in its course by many of the most 
prominent citizens in the country. In delivering the charge to 
the grand jury at Petersburg. \'a.. the Judge, speaking of the in- 
surrection, affirmed that it was high treason a^inst the common 
law for any combination of jteople to declare that they would 
not submit to any particular law. Tlie jupi', m reply, censured 
the insurrection, and pledged themselves to do all in tlieir power 
to crush stKh attempts.* Judge Rush also, in his charge to the 
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grand jur>- of Berks county, Pcnn.. coiidemnwl ihe riot in very 
emphatic terms,' while a prominent Baltimore paper declared in 
an cditosial that "however divided respecting the iHility 01 an 
excise law. all unite in reprobating measures (alluding to the 
I riots) which strike at ihe very roots of society."* 

But most important of all, as giving the sentiments of the rep- 
resentative people of Virginia, the very State in which Jefferson 
lived and wrote his denunciations, were the resolutions unani- 
mously adopted by the House of Delegates. November 12, 1794, 
commending the spirit, alacrity, and promptitude of the militia of 
the constituted authorities of the United States, presenting a 
bright example of patriotism, and one which ought to be held 
in afTcctionatc remembrance.* 

In addition to tliese significant resolutions, many public men 
in Virginia strongly commended Hamilton's course. Edward 
Carringlon, 2 confidential friend of Wasliington. a member o( 
ihe Continental Congress, and a man of great influence in the 
State.' wrote that Virginia would comply with alacrity to the 
re<]uisition of the President, and that the people would uphold 
the government in this crisis.' Again, writing December to, 
1794. he insinuated that Jefferson and his party had tried to preju- 
dice the people against the government." Governor Lee made 
the same covert attack, in a letter to Washington,, and added that 
the government could count on the leal and determination of the 
great mass of people." 

Although the government met with such strong support, Jef- 
ferson was by no means alone in his wholesale denunciations of 
the excise law, and also of the steps taken to stippress the insur> 
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rection. Nor was tlie adminislralion altogether indifTcrent to his 
attitude, for August z8. 1794. Washin^on ofFered hiin a mission 
to Madrid, hoping, by lhi» mcati!t, to quiet, for a timc.Jhc great 
foiiicnier of opposiiion to his policy, .\fcdlcss to say. the offer 
was promptly declined." and Jefferson coniinunl to |>a&s his 
vehement criticisms. He claimed that the militia universallv re- 
ported that ihcy were objects of laughter, not fear, when they 
went to suppress the "pretended" insurrection, and tliat ijOOO 
men might easily have cut off iheir forces in the Alleghanies.' 

N'or wa» Jefferson unsupported in his contention that it had 
not been necessary to forward the troops. A letter from Pitts- 
burg reported that the most respectable people were engaged in 
the opposition, and that violent measures on the part of the gov- 
ernment would lead to much needless trouble.' Brackenbridjte, 
in his Vindication, iiiainlained that the peojile could have success- 
fully resisted the troops in the narrow passes, and that llie coun- 
try was almost pacified when the army arrived.* while Findlay 
states that (he Inspector drew many into the riots by firing upon 
the party, which attacked his house, but that few others joined 
them afterward, and that they themselves gradually fell out of the 
mob.* Tlie inhabitants of Morgantown, in Western Virginia, 
organized in order to defend themselves against the encroach- 
ments of the insurgents.* 

In spite of all these signs that the trouble would soon be over, 
the Prcdidem declined to stop the advance of the troops, even 
when the prominent people of (he Western counties sent com- 
missioners to Carlisle to inform him of the peaceful state of 
affairs.* The season was vcrv far advanced, and now that the 
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militia vrvn a»»eiiibled, he was determined to take no further 
risks. Besides this, the comparatively (ew signatures to the oath 
had Rreatly prejudiced him :if^imt any statements that the o^)|io- 
jilion had Mib«idt-il. Rut in'ihJs resjiecl, he was probably loo 
much under the iuRueiicc of Hamilton to listen to the represen- 
tations of those who woidd condone the (ew signature*. There 
had been many objc<rtions to the wording of the oath, and then, 
it must be remembered, that only a proportiorutely small num- 
ber oE the inhabitants had taken part in the riot* ; many peaceable 
citizens who had nni, in the least def;rec. violated the laws, posi- 
tively refused to sign the oath, from a conviction that, by doing 
lo. they woidd practically acknowledge themselves guilty of 
riotous actions in which they had not participated. Again, six 
days was entirely too short a time to allow for the proper distri- 
i btftion of the jNipers.' So that, on the whole, it must be acknow- 
' led^ed that the really riotous state of ihe countrj- was hardly 
serious enough to justify Washington in sending the militia, in 
spite of the commissioners' report. 

Governor MifUin.of Pennsylvania, before the [.egislalure of the 
State, favored conciliation, rather than coercion," and. in a let- 
ter to the President, he very stronRly opposed calling out the 
militia, except in an emergency.* Hamilton, however, hinted that 
Mifflin was himself in sympathy with the insurgents.'' But when 
the militia were actually summoned, the Governor exerted himself 
to raise the necessary force. Aftertt-anis, he told Governor Lee 
that the insurrection was really more (ormiilahle than it had ap- 
peared to be. and that if the govcmment bad not anticipated it, 
a general explosion would have followed.' 

Albert Gallatin, who bad bad a very large share in subduing 
the rebellious spirit, and to bringing peace to the riotous coun- 
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Upon us a full ct-ntury earlier llian I expected," and then adds: 
"Make friends of the Trans-Alleghanians. Tliey are gone if you 
do not. Do not k-t false pride make a 'ira act" of your excise 
law^."' In a letter to Madison, lie expresses his surprise that "the 
President should have allowed himself to be the ot^n of such 
an attack on the free<l(ini of discussion, the frec<3om of writing, 
printing, and publishing," and asserts that the attack on the 
Democratic Societies "is an extraordinary act of boldness ot the 

, fraction of the monocralx," and thai it has inet with general 

' con dan nation.' 

Madison declared in plain terms that Washington had been 
infiuenced by Hamilton throughout the whole proceedings rela- 
tive to the insHrrection,' He himself had been connected by 
rumor with the Democratic Societies, Ihouph the President 
utterly refused to believe he had had any real affiliation with 
them,* Although he did not openly disclaim this charge, Madi- 
son alleged that there was a plot to put upon the Democratic 
Societies the odium of the insurrection and to connect the Re- 
publicans in Congress with the societies, thus diminishing the 
popularity of the President by arraying him against both. In his 
judgment, the denunciation of the DenM>cralic Societies involved 
two very (Ungerous principles: First, that arbitrarj' denuncia- 
tion may punish what the law permits; and, second, that the 
government may stifle all censure of its own xvrong-doing, for if 
it can suppre^ the censure of these societies, it can do the same 
with that of individuals, or of the press.* 

Patrick Henry, now living in quiet retirement on his country 
estate, upheld Jefferson and Madison in their opposition to any 
attempt at suppressing the Democratic Societies. He wrote: 
"Although a Democrat myself, I do not like the late Detnocratic 
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Societies, as litllc tlo I like idcir juiipression by law : the way to 
preserve in men's mimls a value for tliem is to enact laws against 
ihem."* That Uic Bocicties had not overstepped the limits of the 
law seems to be shown by rcsolulioiis passed hV the Democratic 
Society of rcnnsylvania in the latter i»art of August, 1794, de- 
claring that they would use every constitutional effort for the re- 
peal of the excise tax, but thai they would oppose any unconsti- 
tutional opposition.' From these resolutions it seems probable 
that, in dcnouncinp these societies as the cause of ihe riots, 
Washington had displayed loo iiiiicli prejudice. He could not 
5I1OW that iheyhad overstepped tlie law. and so long ss they did 
not incite to open rebellion they had a perfect right, under the 
Constitution, to criticise the actions of the administration ; other- 
wise there couM be no free government. 

At the same time Washington's accusations made men pause 
and think of what might be the consequences if these avowed 
sowers of discord, copied after the vicious l-'rench model, should 
be allowed to proceed without check. Chief Justice Marshall 
maintatneil that so long as these societies existed "the public 
mimi vfus continually agitated with apprehensions of a serious 
and powerful combination against liberty, which was to discover 
itself by the total overthrow of the republican system."' Tliese 
apprehensions cannot be said to have been altogether groundless, 
for ha<! these cttibs. organized expressly for criticism of llic ac- 
tions of the government, not been suppressed by the power of 
public opinion, the discontent they fomented might have created 
serious disturbances, which would have shaken the very founda- 
tions of Ihe National Government. 

I.^ier developments showed that Jefferson. Madison, and 
Henry were all wrong in their surmises as to the serious effects 
of the President's denunciation of the Democratic Societies. 
L'ndoubie^lly. their severe criticisms of the govcrnmcni. and the 
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(act that lliey had (ostercd troubles in Kentucky, had great 
wiriRlit in briiipiiig the i>copie of th« Western country into open 
revolt, niey Iclt that their course would find champions in tiiese 
»clt-cons(itule<I crilicK of the actions of the government. 

Still, the principle that the jjoverniuent should denounce per- 
fectly legal organ iiations, merely because they had criticised its 
actions, was absolutely hostile to the liberty of the people, as 
Madison, the great expounder of the Constitution, had con- 
tended. It was a principle used as one of ihc most effective 
weapons of despotism. JefTersoti, the aposlle of free speech, 
saw this tendenc)*: he saw to what a dangerous extent this 
measure mifjht be employed by a man holding such decidedly 
aristocratic views as Ilaniillon. and it was well for the country 
that he sounded the note of warning in lime and aroused the 
people to a sense of the danger, which awaited tlieni. if the gov- 
ernment was allowed to assume such arbitrary powers. But Jef- 
ferson even went to the extent of condoninf; insurrections, tor. 
in writing of Shay's rebellion, he said that, since the people are 
the only censors of their governors, to punish their errors too 
leverely woidd be to suppress the only saf^uards of public 
liberty.' 

Tlic administration was also accused of trying to introduce 
absolute power, for, in the Philadrlphia Advertiser, published by 
Ronjamin Franklin IJachc. a promint-nl man in the Revolution, 
and a son-in-law of F-~r:inklin, it was alleged that the government 
was trying to introduce the British system of finance, under the 
cloak of constitutional government. Moreover, the writer main- 
tained that this system of indirect taxes, although universal in 
Europe, is wrong in its foundation, and aristocratical in principal, 
and, therefore, that he would call upon (he Democratic Societies 
to stop all indirect taxation.'" That Hamilton really leaned to- 
ward an aristocratical fonn of government cannot be denied. In 
3 conversation afterwards recorded by Jeflerson. he claimed that 
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the ffovernmcnt, as then constitHted. did not answer the ends ol 
society, and that it would probably be found expedient to go to 
the British fonn.' 

Fonchet. in his private dispatches. sMcrtcd that the disturb- 
ances in Western FennAylvania grew out of political hostility to 
Hamilton, and that Hamilton himself ma<!c the President believe 
that it was a blow against the Constitution and that (ht-rc he gave 
Randolph as his anthority) Hamilton wished to introduce abso- 
lute power under thtr pretext of giving energy to the govern- 
ment. He added that Jcfiferson. who was honest and patriotic, 
had foreseen these crises, and so had retired.' \'on Hobt, de- 
clares that Hamilton';, financial policy led to the organization of 
opposition to the government.' 

Madison felt, no doubt, that Hamilton intended to use the riots 
merely as a pretext for furthering his pel scheme of a standing 
anny to enforce the laws, but he was confident that the Presi- 
dent would not embark in such a measure.* In his speech before 
Congress, Washington, while giving a history of the insurrec- 
tion, advocated the passage of a bill reorganizing the militia, 
upon a firmer basis, so that whenever actual rebellion should oc- 
cur they could be (jutckly called upon to enforce the laws.' He 
also advocated the reimbursement of loyal citizens for losses due 
to the riots, and after much debate the measure was passed." thus 
establishing the important precedent that losses incurred by loyal 
citizens in times of rebellion should be paid by the government. 

It cannot be proved that Hamilton's purpose was to found an 
absolutism, as claimed by Fonchet. but his known predilections 
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for the Britisli system of governmcnl » certainly an srgiiment in 
favor oi this view. He probably saw that in order to test llie 
strenglli of the Central govcmment. it wa* necessary to enforce 
the power of taxation. Then, after the excise tax ha«l been so 
vigorously resisted, and the opposition had come to sncli alarming 
proportions, as in the sunmicr of 1794. he was unwilling to trust 
to an apparent submission, and saw tfiai the government must 
enforce the laws by a display of military- force. If the resistance 
had been so vigorous and determined (or sucli a number of years, 
he had no guarantee tliat it wotdil not be revived, and the govern- 
ment, just at that time, could afTord to take no risks. Besides, the 
insurrection offered an excellent pretext for showing the real 
flower of the government in compelling obedience to the laws. 
Tliiit could not but strengthen the administration, for the 
ami -Federalists, headed by Jefferson, bad tried to educate the 
people into tlic belief that an impotent General government was 
a condition precedent to lilieny.' The insurrection, as affording 
a pretext to unmask the iron hand of the Executive, and thus to 
make a long step forward in the process of centralization, was an 
opportunity not to be lightly east aside. Indeed, the President 
himself was willing to take no risks, and declared tli;tl the case 
with which the mililia were summoned, together with their 
alacrity and spirits, showed that the infant State rested upon a 
solid foundation, and that the citizens were determined to see 
that the laws were oBservcd.' 

Yet it must l>e conceded tliat the fundamental cause of the riots 
was the opposition to the excise tax. The Westeni counties wq-c 
situated at a considerable distance frotn the market, and it was 
absolutely necessary, at that time, to have the produce in the 
form least difficult to transport over the mountains, When the 
govcm»>ent asserted its power, however, the opposition melted 
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away; then, soon after, by ihc opening of the Ohio and Missis- 
sippi to free navigation, ne^- iiiarkels were found and there was 
more money to pay the lax. 

The policy of the administration in sending the troops lo the 
disorderly counties was productive of much good. for. after tliis 
display of force, the people of a disaffected region would think 
twice before they dared try their ]K)wer against the might of 
the Centra! goveniincnt, and so. mtich trouble was averted. 
This action also furnished an important precedent, which was 
followed by President Lincoln at ihc beginning of the Civil War; 
and, again, by President Cleveland during the great Chicago 
strike. 

Although Jefferson was not justified in protesting that the 
President had overstcppw) his power by sending the militia into 
the Western counties, he was fully sustained in his vehement pro- 
testations against the arbitrary denunciation of tlic Democratic 
Societies. His attitude served as a decided check on Hainilion's 
cided leaning toward an aSsoIutism. Yet these deiiunciaiions 
trc but the precursors of the Sedition Laws, which the Feder- 
alists afterwards tried to impose upon the people of the country, 
but Jefferson had already aroused them to a sense of the ex- 
tremely dangerous tendency present in such a law. 

As a whole, the insurrection was imporlant in crystallizing the 
opposition, and »o prevented the Federalists from going to ex- 
treme measures, for Ihey saw clearly the great power of the op- 
posing i)arty. It also served to put the Central government upon 
a firmer Ikisis, anri demonstrated that the Executive was amply 
able to secure the enforcement of the laws. Jefferson and his 
party had begun the great struggle for State's rights — a strug- 
gle which has never ceased, even though, at limes, it has seemed 
as if the great forces of centra ligation would gain a complete 
masteiT. 
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PATRICK HEPiRY.* 



THAT generous and publk-spiriwd Ri.'ntlemaii, who is too 
modest lo have his name iiiaile known, and loo disimercMecl 
and unselfish to receive any public praise for his noble and 
patriotic act, has permitted nie to say that ihis portrait of Patrick 
Henry, which he has given, and 1 have itie honor o( presenting, 
has been placed in your college halls in order that your young 
men, on the threshold of life, M>nic of whom, doubtless, arc to 
play a conspicnou* part in tlie arena of life, and, may be for 
good or evil, influence the course and destiny of this land, may 
have continually before ihem the face of this great .\meriran as 
an example of pure and exalted manhood, of devotion lo coimtry, 
and consecration to duty, llie habit of recalling examples will 
soon produce the habit of imitating them. We are told that 
the citizens of Rome placed the images of their ancestors in the 
vestibules of their houses, so that whenever they went in or out, 
those venerable statues met their eyes and recalled the glorious 
actions of llie dead, to fire the living, to exdtc them to imitate 
and even to emulate their great forefathers. Tlic success, says 
Bolingbroke. answered the design. The virtue of one generation 
was transmitted by the magic of example, into several ; and a 
spirit of heroism was maintained llirough many ages oE thai 
commonwealth. 

Unequal as I am to the duty assigned mc, if what I have to say 
to-night shall help to lead the young men of this college to > 
higher appreciation of the simple grandeur, the rugged beauty, 
and the unaffected nobility of the character of Patrick Henry, and 

•An nddT«M dellvOTed boforo lh» faculty and •ludeats of Randolph- 
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some may be excited by ihe magic of his cxamplt. to imiiale or 
tvcn emulate the great patriot. 1 shall have accomplished a great 
object. 

All men liave two ways of improvement — one arising from 
their own experience, and one from the experience of others. In 
tollowing the course of grtat men remember while you may not 
rise to the full nieasitrc of their greatness, yet you niiwt deter- 
mine not to fall below their standard of duty and obligation, Mr. 
Henry's career may be studied as a guide for prirale life as well 
as public station. We have no need to throw Ihe mantle of 
charity over personal defects which might otherwise mar the 
brilliancy of his fame. His private life was as pure as Ins public 
achievement* were brilliant and ilUwtrious. 

Patrick Henry was born in this grand old county of Hanover, 
at Studlcy. His youth gave no presage of his future greatness. 
Indeed, the few advantages his ]>areiitit were able to offer bim 
were sadly neglected. At an early age his father set him up in 
a little mercantile business, and he promptly made a failure of 
It. A year after, when he was only r8 years of age, and out of 
employment, he married a girl as impecunious as himself. 

By the joint as.<i$lance of their parents, however, ibe young 
couple were settled on a small (arm. where Henn,- proceeded to 
(icmonatratc as positively and as rapidly as possible, ihit he was 
no f.irmer. and. by the method of reduction, that his talents, if 
he had any, must lie in .lonie other direction. For a second 
lime lie wi-nt inlo merchandise. This experiment w.as still more 
unfortunate than the first, and in a few years it left him a bank- 
rupt. "Every atom of his properly wan now gone." is the de- 
scription we have of his condition ; "his friends were unable to 
assist him any further: he had tried every means of support„of 
which he could suppose himself capable, and every one had 
failed: ruin was behind him; poverty, debt. want, and famine 
before ; and. as if his cup of mi.«ry were not already full cnoiigh. 
here were a suffering wife and children to make it overfluw." 
The pressure of such ox-erwhelming misfortune would have 
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crushed tlie life and spirit oiii of any but the strongest clwrac- 
tiT. ft was under such trials that Henry showed whai preat 
native firmness of character he possessed. "He was not one oi 
those," as Dr. Johnson had said of Swift, "who, having lost one 
part of life in idleness arc tempted to throw away the remainder 
in despair.*' Tlic manliness of his character not only kcj): his 
mind from being clouded by despondency, but even gave him 
a cheerfulness of spirit under the most severe reverses of fortune, 
ami showed thai he was lined to endure the buflfclings of the 
rudest stomi!). .\s a last effort, we are told, after he had failed 
at everything else, he <iclcrmincd to make a trial of the law. 
Nothing but failure, dire and certain failure, was predicted; but 
having passed as a lawyer, Henry was a conspicuous success from 
the first, and he ^vas ready when ojiportunity came to him. 
It came in the shape of what is known as the famous "Parsons 
Cause." Yoit all know, or ought to know, about that celebrated 
controversy. It is a i>art of the history of Virginia, and was 
fought out here iu this old county. Hie power and the iniellj- 
gence of the Colony, as well as law and justice and right, were 
on the side of the Parsons. It seemed a desperate — a hopeless — 
measure for any one to undertake; even the most learned and 
skillful advocate. The ease had been virtually decided in favor 
of the I*arsnns, and at That time, it appeared to be only a ques- 
tion of arithmetic to determine how much was due them. The 
distin^iishe<l counsel for the defendants withdrew from the rase, 
saying he could do nothing more, and the ease was hojie- 
Icss. In this situation they turned, with their desperate case, 
to the plucky young lawyer who never lost hope and never de- 
spaired. There were a combination of circumstances surround- 
ing the case which appealed to the selfish passions of ilie people. 
Could these passions be fanned into a storm, all considerations of 
law am! e<|uity would he swept out of sight. Henry saw his op- 
porluuiiy. "Tlie man and the hour had met." Tlie description 
of ttiat day's triumph reads as if it were from the pen of some 
poet. The young attorney, through the beginning of his speech. 
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faltered and stammered, but by degrees his attitude becam* orect 
and lofty: the spirit of genius began 10 awake in all his features; 
his countenance shone with a nobleness and grandeur which it 
never before exhibited : his action became graceful, bold, and 
commanding, and the tones of his voice exercised a magical 
chami. which h.nflles the description of narrators. They can only 
say "that it *lnu-k upon the car and u|)on the heart in a manner 
which language cannot tell." In short, "now was first witnessed 
that mysterious and almost supernatural transformation of ap- 
pearance, which the fire of his own elo<jucnce never failed to 
work in him." 

When the verdict came in. the old court-Iiousc at Hanover 
wtinefised a sight forever memorable in its htstorj-. The excited 
multitude, in defiance of the Court and tlie resistance of the 
officers, seized their hero, bore him aloft out of the court-house, 
and aroun<l the court green with shouts of triumphant joy. 

Never was success at the bar more sudden or more complete, 
and he at once took a place at the head of his profession. But 
Mr. Henry was destined for preatcr work and more exalted ser- 
vice. King Gwirgf and the British Ministry did not intend to lei 
him expend his trsnscendant eloquence on law cases in Flanover 
and Louisa. The great political arena was to be the field of his 
glory, and there was the dazzling brilliance of his genius to be 
displayed. Henry entered the House of Burgesses about the 
lime that ilic British Ministry sent them a cojiy of the Stamp Act, 
as (he only reply to their petitions and remonstrances against 
such a high-handed violation of the ancient constitutional rights 
of tlic Colonies. The question of the hour was. what was to be 
done about it. it was now the law of the land, and was soon to 
go into effect. The time for remonstrance had passed. To sub- 
mit to it quietly would be to reduce the colony to a stale of 
slavery, but those who had guided the course of Virginia, when 
they considered her weak and defenseless condition, were un- 
willing to think of resistance. It was at such a time that Patrick 
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Henry, a new mcnilicr and an almost uiiVnown man, imrixluced 
his cvcr-niemorablc rcsoUitioHJ, and dictated the policy of \'ir- 
ginia. 

Mr. Jefferson says that by these resolutions Mr. Henry took 
the lead out of the hands of those who had hilhcrto puided the 
proceedings of the Houst*. and after the debate, which he says 
was '"bloody." there was no longer a ((u«li<in anionj; the body 
o{ the people as to Mr. Henry's being ihe first statesman and 
oralor of Virginia. Indeed, from that lime he became the idol 
of the people. 

Mr. Henry, who was more inrllffcrenl to the prcsen-ation of the 
records and credenlials of his career than any of our public men. 
in the 6nal survey of his career, regarded the introduction of 
these resolutions as the one most important thing he ever did. 
iong with his will was found a copy of these rcsohilions. sealed 
and directed to his executors, He seemed to care for the 
preservation of no olher evidence of his public .fcrvice. After de- 
scribing the circumstances of their preservation and adoption. 
and staling that they established the point of resistance to British 
taxation and brought on the war which establisherl American 
independence, he added llicse nicmorable words, which cannot 
be too often recalled by every American citizen: "Whether this 
will i)rove a blessing or a curse, will depend upon llic use our 
people make of the blessings which a gracious Crod liath bestowed 
on us. If they are wise, they will be great and happy. If 
they arc of a contrar>' character, tlicy will be miserable. Right- 
eousness alone can exalt them as a nation. Reader! whoever 
thou art. remember tliis. and in thy sphere practice virtue thy- 
self and encourage it in others." 

A Norlhcrn liislorian, Moses Coit Tyler, speaking of these 
resolutions and their consequences, says: "Meanwhile, on (he 
wing* of the wind, and on the eager tongtics of men. had been 
bonie past recall, far northward and far souihwar<i. the fiery 
unchastised words of nearly the entire series to kindle in all the 
colonics a great flame of dauntless purpose." And after setting 
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forth llic effects pro(luc«d by them, coniimics: "All these facts, 
and many mart thai might be produced, seem to iioinl lo llie 
Virginia resolutions of 1765 as having come at a crisis of the 
Revolution— and as having thi-n lUiered. with trumpet voice, tiie 
very word (hat was fitted to the hour and iliat gave to men's 
minds clearness of vision and to their hearts a settled purpose." 

On the 24ih of May. 1774. "he House o( Burgesses receiver] 
the alarming news of the passage of Ihc Boston port bill. They 
designated the day on which it was to take effect — June ist — as 
a day of fasting, humiliation, and prayer, devoutly implored the 
Divine interposition for averting the heavy calamity which 
threatened destruction to their civil rights and the evils of civil 
war. to give them one heart and one mind firmly to oppa«, by 
all just and proper means every injury to American rights, etc. 
Lord Dunmofe was so incensed at their action that he imme- 
diately diasolve<l the House. The members, however, met at the 
Raleigh Tavern, passed resolutions, and set on fool plans for the 
establisliment of an annual Congress of all the colonies. Dnnng 
the conferences held at this period we arc told "Patrick Henry 
was the leader." Geot^c Mason wrote of him at the time: "He 
is by far the most powerful speaker I ever heard. • • • But 
his eloquence is the smallest part of his merit. He is, in my 
opinion, the first man upon this Continent, as well in abilities as 
public virtues." 

In (he Continental Congress which assembled at Philadelphia 
on the sth of Sepiember. 1774. Mr. Henry at once sprang to the 
from as a leader. "Even those who had heard him in all his 
glory in the House of Burgesses of Virginia, were astonished at 
the manner in which his talents »eemed to swell and expand ihem- 
sflvts lo (ill the vaster iheaire in which he was now placed, and 
as he had been before proclaimed the greatest orator in Virginia, 
be was now on every hand admitted 10 be the first orator in 
America." It was not as an orator alone that Mr. Henry made a 
reputation in that distin^ished body. After more than seven 
wcekit spent in the closest intellectual intimacy with fifty of the 
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ablest men in America, his fame spreatl throughout the colonics, 
and his distinguished associates were impressed not only with hit 
doqiicncc. bnl also with his intclhgcncc. integrity, and power. 

liut tlie most brilliant act in his wonderful career was yet to 
oome. 

When the Virginia delegates assembled in convention on 
March the 20th. 1775. in the Old Church in Richmond, the 
sentiments which still influenced many of the leading members 
were strongly loyal. They recited with great feeling the series 
grievances under which the colonies had labored, and insisted 
with great firmness on their constitutional rights, but they were 
most explicit in iilcdging their faith and allegiance to King 
George III., and avowing their determination to snpiiurt him 
with their lives and fortunes in the legal exercise of all his just 
rights and prerogative*, llicy sincerely wished for a return 
friendly intercourse with Great Britain and were averse to any^ 
means of violence. It was not so with Patrick Ilcnry. He had 
long since read Ihc inic character of the British Court, and saw 
that no alternative remained, hut abject submission or heroic 
resistance. 11ie convention, which was dominated by tile dele- 
gates from the lower counties, opened very mildly, and bid fair 
to be a session of earnest remonstrance and humble supplication 
but the delegates from the upper country were fired with quit" 
a different spiril, and they found a leader in Henry around whom 
they could rally. Like a thunderbolt he hurled his ringing reso- 
lutions into the convention. He was. indeed, infused with the 
bold spirit of the patriotic representatives of the upper country 
Tlie time for supplication and remonstrance had passed. A 
militia must be established, said the resolutions, for the protec- 
tion and defence of the v'ountry. an<l to secure our inestimable 
rights and liberties from the further violations with which they 
have been threatened. The Colony must be immediately put into 
a state of defense and a committee appointed to prepare a plan for 
embodying, arming, and discipling such n number of men, as 
would be sufficient for the purpose. 
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The m«n who bad been all powerful and bad biibeito shaped 
the course of the colony were dumbfounded, tbe wealthy land- 
owners on the seaboard were filled witli alarm and consterna- 
tion, and even men of such well-known patriotism as Richard 
Bland. Benjamin Harrison, and Robert C. Nicholas violaitly 
opposed the resolutions. They insisted that filial respect de- 
manded the exercise of patience. Urged the conciliatory temper 
that had lately been professed by tlie King and bis Ministers, 
the endearing character of the ties that had hitherto connc< ted 
Virginia with the Mother Country, the strength and lustre we 
derived from our connection with her. the utter hopelessness of 
a contest, and that it would be time enough to resort to measures 
of despiair when hope had entirely vanished. 

Mr. Win says of Patrick Henry: "His was a spirit fitted to 
raise the whirlwind, as well as to ride in and direct it." If his 
resolutions had startled the convention by thdr daring and 
deliant tone, the wonderful speech with which he supported them 
was able to hft his hearers to the heights from which he viewed 
the situation and (ire their sonls for action. He rose with a 
majesty nnusual to him in an exordium, and with all that self- 
possession hy which he was so invariably distinguished. But 
with him it was no time for ceremony. The question before the 
House ft-as one of awful moment to the country. Ii was nothing 
less than a question of freedom or slavery. He wished the people 
to know the whole truth — to know the worst and to provide for 
it. He pointed to the warlike prcparatitms of Great Britain, 
which could Ik- intended only to bind and rivet upon the colonies 
those chains which the British Minislrj- bad been so long forging. 
Entreaty and himdile supplication had been exhausted. It was 
vain (o indulge in the fond hope of peace and reconciliation. 
Unless they meant basely to abandon the noble struggle in which 
they bad been so long engaged. "We must fight!" he exclaimed 
with all the power of his impassioned eloquence. "I repeat it. 
sir. wc must fight! An appeal to arms and to the God of hosts 
[sail that is left us I" But I need not repeat here how he met the 
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arguments of llie ptace party, nor attempt to recite liis flaming 
words, that rang like a Irtirnpct-call to arms — swept the conven- 
tion like a whirlwind, {gaining in strength and power as its tones 
vibrated beyond tJjc borders of Virginia, until they tlinllcd every 
Iieari in the remotest part of the Colony. "Is life so dear, or 
peace so sweet." he ended, "as to be purchased at the price of 
chains and slavery ? Forbid it. Almighty God 1 I know not what 
course olher* may lake, but as for me. give me liberty or giv«^ 
nic death 1" 

He took his seat, said Wirt. No murmnr of applause was 
heard. The effect was too deep. After the trance of a moment, | 
several members started from their seals. The cry. "To arms!" 
seemed to quiver on every lip, and gleam from every cyel His 
supcrnaiural voice still sounded in their ears, and shivered along 
Iheir arteries. They heard in every pause the cry of liberty or 
death. Tliey became impatient of speech — their souls were on 
fire for action. 

Henry was not the man to content himself with urging a resort 
to arms and then leave it lo others lo carry on the conflict, or to 
shrink from dangers lo which he deemed it necessary to expose 
his (cl low-country men. He at once threw himself, heart and 
soul, into the movement he had set on foot by his clotiucncc. 
*'\Vc find him assuming the character of a military leader." says 
Everett, "and discharging its duties with a spirit and efficiency 
which seemed lo show that, if circumstances of a wholly acci- 
dental nature had not checked his progres-s. his energies would 
probably have taken this direction, and given him at high a 
rank among the warriors of his country as he has in fact ob- 
tained among her orators and statesmen." 

The first ovcrl act of war in Virginia, as Jefferson testifies, 
was committed by Patrick Henry. The first armed resistance 
lo a Royal Governor was made in \'irginia under his direction 
and inspiration almost as early as that made by the "embattled 
farmers" at Lexington and Concord. In the first organiitation 
of the Revolutionary army in Virginia the chief command was 
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giv«i to him. Why lie did not retain this command involves a 
dilCtission we cannot go inio here. It is siifllicirnt to say ihat 
no blame or discredit ever attached to him. Instead, however, of 
showing discontent and resentment at the treatment he received, 
he used all his influence with his troops to rcpreu their contem* 
plated demonstrations in his (avor and to make them, as he said 
to them himself, the glorious instruments of saving their coun- 
try. He showed then, as at all times in his career, his exalted 
character and his imselli»h devotion to his country. 

For any passing; mortification he may have been occasioned, 
he soon received ample satisfaction from liis grateful leltow- 
cotinirymen. As a si^al-mark of public favor he was designated 
as the first Chief Executive of Virginia, an office which he three 
times filled. In fact, there wa* no office or post of honor that 
could be conferred by his people that was not at his disposal. As 
Governor, as a member of the Conventions, as a member of Con- 
gress, in every position in which he was placed, and at all titnes 
and under all circumstances, he was, as he. indeed, said he con- 
sidered himself to be. in his speech before the Convention of 
1788. "the servant of the people of this Commonwealth; as a 
sentinel over their rights, liberty, and happiness." 

What he might have achieved as a soldier, had he continued 
in the service, we can never know : but as Mr. (irigsby said : "Tliat 
he would not have made a better tighter than Jay. or Living- 
ston, or the .\damseH ; that he might not have made as dashing a 
partisan as Tarlelon or Simcoe, his friends might readily afford 
lo concede; but that he evinced what neither Jay. nor Living- 
ston, nor the .Vdamses did evince — a determined resolution to 
stake his reputation and his life on the issue of arms^ — and that 
he resigned his commission when the post of imminent danger 
was refused him, exhibited a lucid proof that, whatever may have 
been his ultimate fortune, he was not deficient in two gritiil 
elements of military success — personal enterprise and un([ues- 
tioncd courage," 

Wlien George Rogers Dark, "the Hannibal of the West.'* laid 
this plans before Mr. Henry, then Governor, his sagacious mind 
3 
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at once grasped the vast benefit it would be to the future o{ the 
country, if tile campaign should prove succcseful, and the assis- 
lance he rendered Clark must always be remembered in connec- 
lion with the conquest of the Northwestern Territory by the gal- 
lant young Virginian. 

It was Patrick Henry, indeed, who lit the fires of the Re^nlu- 
lion. and called armies up from the valleys and down from the 
mountains' ht-i^hts to battle for the birthrights of man. Such 
was ihc spirit of thv liincs. and such the very atmosphere ilseU, 
that no true man could live without being infused with an ardent 
love of liberty and a high conception of duty and responsibility. 
But with Ileiiry the love of liberty was a passion. It was to him 
wliat "alone gives the flower of fleeting life its lustre and pcr- 
(ume." His high spirit "could endure chains nowhere patiently; 
and fliainK at home where he was free by birthright, not at all." 

It is well with any land when her great men arc sincere in 
their faith, devoted and unselfish in their love of country, and 
pure in their lives. It is said of Patrick Henry: "His morals 
were strict. As a husband, a father, a master, he had no superior. 
He was kind and ho.*pitab!e to the stranger and most friendly 
and accommodating to his neighbors. In his dealings with the 
world, he was faithful to his promises, and punctual in his con- 
tracts to the utmost of his jxiwer." "Kei-p justice, keep truth." 
was his injunction to John Randolph. "Righteousness alone can 
exall them as a nation." was his declared belief "Virtue, 
morality, and religion alone renders us invincible." he wrote to 3 
friend. Well might Virginia point with pride to such a son 
and say. "Imitate my Henry." 

His last act was in response to a call from his great chief, and, 
as he believed, from his country. 

The one great passionate love of Richelieu was France. In a 
dramatic part of the play that bears his name, the old Cardinal 
is on the stage— dying. In a fe*' moments death will bring rest 
and quiet to the tired, wearied, old man. whose life has been one 
long scene of strife and warfare, and peace al last is settling 
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' tipoit liitii. AlarminR news suddenly arrives ; the helpless Princ« 
rushes to Iht deaili-btfd of ihc great man and begs him to live 
for the sake of France! At that name he aruuses himself and 
stniggles with death, as did Hercules over the body of Alccsiis, 
and comes out the victor. In Mr. Henry's old age, long after 
he had retired from the active pursuits of life, and but one week 
after he had written Mr. Blair that lie was too old and infirm ever 
again to ttiidcrlake |)ublic concerns, he received an earnest appeal 
begging him to come forward as a candidate for the next General 
Assembly, where he would have to face a siiipendous task, The 
appeal was from General Washington, who believed the country 
was in great danger. He at once declared himself a candidate 
for the Legislature, old and infirm as he was. He was elected, 
but death claimed him before he took his seat. 

"Thus lived, and thus died, the celebrated Patrick Henry, of 
Virginia — a man who justly deserves to be ranked among the 
highest ornaments and nnblcst benefactors of his country. Had 
his lot been cast in the republics of Greece or Rome, his name 
would have l»een enrolled by some immortal pen among the cx- 
pcllcrs of tyrants and the chanipioits of liberty: the proudest 
monuments of national gratitude would have arisen in his honor, 
and handed down his memory to future generations." 
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VIRGINIA CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION OF 1629. 

C. H. VOgHO, A. M. 

FROM its adoption, in 1776. the Consutution o( \'irginia 
m«t with growing disfAvor in certain sections of the State, 
especially in the Western counties. As the Western counties 
increased in population and in importance, the unpopularity of 
the Constitution increased and frequent ulteinpls were made to 
change it. Tlie article in tlie Constitution which met willi the 
most disfavor was the one which called for a "mixed" basis in 

■ representation, i. e., the negroes were to count three-fifths. 

['This idea of property representation was advanced by Aristotle 

}in his famous work on "Politics." It was adopted as the basis 
o( representation in Congress in the Constitution of the United 
States in 1787. This basis met with favor all over the South and 

■was popular with the people of pjislcm Virginia. 

In order to understand why this feature of ihc Constitution 
was objectionable- to the people of the Western part of the State, 
we must first compare the conditions existing in the two sections 
of the State. Kirst. the people of the Eastern counties owned 
large plantations and many negroes. The Wi-stemers were small 
farmers and owned almcst no .staves. Thus while the people of 
the Eastern counties were strictly Southern in every respect, the 

j^pcople of the Western counties were Nonhenj in habits and in 
entimenl. As one of tlieir representative.* in the Convention, 
Mr. Campbell, of llrookc, said in one of hi.* speeches: "The Old 
Dominion has long been celebrated for producing great orators ; 
the ablest metaphysicians in policy : men that can split hairs in 
all abstruse (jucsltons of political economy. But at home, or 
when they return from Congress, ihcy have negroes to fan them 
asleep. But a Pennsylvania, a New York, an Ohio, or a Western 
Virginia statcstnan, though far inferior in logic, metaphysics, 
and rhetoric, to an old Virginia statesman, has this advantage, 
that when he returns home he takes of!F his coat and takes hold 
of the plow." Western Virginia was no longer Virginian. 
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Secondly, the frMhold qualification for itulTrage was objec' 
tionable lo the cnlire West and also to many in the East. Tlii» 
clause in the Constitution restricted the vote of the West far 
more than it rcxiricieil tlic vote of t]ie Hast. Many of tlic while 
people of the West were diiifranchiscd. while their neighbors, 
sometimes scarcely belter off than they, were allowed the right 
of the ballot. 

But while these political cguestions divided the State, tlie 
character of the population of the counties beyond the Alle- 
ghanics served also to divide the State into two sections, for the 
population of tliese counties vtm more or less heterogeneous, 
while the people of the East were of pure Knglish blood. 

Furthermore, the influence of the new Western Democracy, 
led by Jackson, Bcnion and others, was beginning lo make itseU 
fe3l. This influence caused the people of the Western counties 
to look with disdain upon the easy life of planters of Eastern 
Virginia and the Westerners murmured more and more against 
the Constitution. 

TIius there grew up in the Old Dominion two sections 
divided by the Ailcgbanies. The one, aristocratic, conser\'ative, 
Southern: the other, extremely democratic, liberal. Western. 
This sectional division of the Slate led to the division of the 
State in 1863. 

Since the Western section was a practically new country its 
population increaKed rapidly, while the population of the Eastern 
section increased slowly. Especially was the increase in the 
white population of the West ahead of the increase in the while 
population of ihc Kasi, as the appended table shows. The State 
was divided into four districts — the Western, the Valic)-, iMiddlc 
Virginia, and Tidewater: 

From i;90-i8oo 1800-1810 iSio-iSao 1810-1819 

.3H« 



Western 


-83K« 


•4,7% 


.27}^% 


Valley 


.20 


-ooK 


■ iiK 


Middle 


.n>i 


.ot 


.00 Ji 


Tidewater 


.oa 


■ooH 


•osH 
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As the population o( the West grew, the unpopularity of tht 
Constitution grcu-. and after repeated attempts had failed, a bill 
was linally gotten through the Legislature duritig tlte se&sion of_ 
1827- '28, "for taking (he sense of the voters on the call of 
Convention." During Ihc year 1828 the polls were opened ai 
the (lucsiion was dcciilcd in the aflirmalivc by a vote of 21.8 
for and 16,646 against it. 

When it had been decided to call a Convention, the people all 
over the Stale bee^me <leeply interested. Everybody seemed to 
realize the iinponancc of the work to be done by the Convention 
and the necessity of sending the best men in the Stale to sit in 
the Convention. The Legislature had a great deal of work to 
do in getting ready for the Convention. Here are some of the 
questions which the Legislature had to settle, taken from an 
article published in the Kichmond Knquirrr, in 1829. "Who arc 
the people? Who arc entitled to vole for members of the Con- 
vention ? Is every free white man a member of our community ? 
Have freeholders the exclusive right of voting for members of 
the Convention ? What arc the principles of representation in 
choosing members of the Convention? Arc the people to b« « 
represented? Are the counties to be represented? Are the^ 
people, including taxation, to be the basis of representation? 
Arc the white people, including Ihc negroes, to be represented? 
• ' • Is Ihc Consttlulinn to he submitted to the people for 
ratification ? If so, is it to be submitted clause by clause or as 
whole ?" 

Some of these questions occasioned a great deal of debate it 
the Legislature, although some of the principles which the Wcst-^ 
crners insisted upon were by no means plausible. The question^ 
of who are entitled 10 vote for members of ihc Convention could 
be answered in only one way — those who were entitled to vote 
in all other elections. The question of the basis of representa- 
tion proved the most difficult of settlement. For weeks and 
weeks the Legislature discussed plans. Many different .schemes 
were presented and later as compromises many combinations 0(1 
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the schemes already presented were offered. Som« favored a 
cotiiiry bftxig; toine a Sciwtori;il dislrtol ha^U; some even pro- 
posed a Congressional district basis. After a long discii»«ion Oie 
Senatorial district ttchcme wa* adopted as the basis of repre- 
sentation. Each Senatorial district was to have (oiir representa- 
tives, and as the Siale was divided into iwcnly-four districts, the 
total number would be ntncty-six. The Convention »hou]d meet 
on October 5. 1829. in the Capitol. 

In the selection of the members of this Convention the good 
sense and conscr\-atism of Virginia was well brought out. The 
ablest men were sought for without regard to ihe locality in 
which ihcy lived. Tlie result was that some of the counties of a 
district sometimes had several delegates, white some had none. 
The district composed of the counties of .\melia, Chesterfield, 
Cumberland. Nottoway. Powhatan, and the town of Petersburg, 
sent Jolm W. Jones, Benjamin W. Leigh, and Samuel Taylor, 
all three of Clicslerfietd. and William B. (iilcs, of Amelia. Tlius 
while Chesterfield county had three delegates, the counties of 
Cumberland, Nottoway, and I'owhatan and the town of Peters- 
burg had none. Other instances of this disregard of local repre- 
sentation might be mentioned, but this is sufficient to show the 
spirit that actuated the people of Virginia at this particular time. 
The object in view was men and not county representation. 

The result of this eager desire for intelligent representation 
was that a body of men were aiisembled together in the Conven- 
tion, which has rarely ever been equalled for its intellectual 
ability and powers of oratory. I'suatly in bodies of this kind 
there are a few great minds who take Ihe lead and form legisla- 
tion, while the p-eat majority simply follow the leaders. Tint in 
this Convention all were tcadeni. And most of them were men of 
the first ability. Almost all were orators of great reputation. 
Several had held some of the highest positions in the nation. Two 
had been Presidents of the Utiited States; several had distin- 
guishes] themselves in Congress -. one was the Chief Justice of the 
United States : many had won renown in the State Legislature ; 
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some had won distinction in ilie judiciary; some at the bar. Of 
tho&c who lia<I sat in ilic Convention ot 1776, llie only survivor — 
Madison — had a seat in this Convention. 

The aiwcmbling of this Convention was of interesi, not only 
to Virf^inians. but 10 the entire country. Crowds of spectators 
from all pans of the Slate attended its sessions. Distinguished 
slrangers from a distance were present. The importance of tlie 
subject to be discus.ied, and the great renown of the members, 
united to make the Convention one of the most interesting that 
has ever been held. The crowds of spectators were not disap- 
pointed. The debates were intensely exciting. "The funda- 
mental princii)les of govcrnmem, the elements which should 
enter into the composition of all the various departments, were 
discussed at great length, and with nuich ingenuity." says Mr. 
Ritchie. "The struggle hetweeii the local interests of different 
parts of the Stale were likewise maintained with great spirit and 
perseverance." 

Tile Convention was called to order by Mr. Madison. Mr. 
Monroe was elected President ot the Convention by acclama- 
tion. Mr. George W, Munford was elected Secretary. The rules 
of the House of Uclejpites were adopted to govern the proceed- 
ings of the Convention. 

Although in its work the Convention had to create an entire 
Constitution, the questions which awakened the greatest interests 
and called forth the liveliest debate were wh;it should be (he basis 
of representation in the Legislature and whether or not there 
should be a (|ualilied suffrage. 

The suffrage question created a most interesting discussion. 
Almost every amendment offered to the old Constitution had a 
clause in it in reference to the suffrage. The majority of these 
would have done away with property qualifications altogether. 
As a type of these clauses. 1 quote the clause in reference to the 
suffrage, included in the resolutions offered by Mr. Morgan, ot 
Monongalia: 

"That all free white men of this Commonwealth are ot right, 
and forever shall be, equally free and independent ; and suffrage 
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without Kgard to birth or condttion of estate, being the intJe- 
feasiUle right of every such efTeciive man, proving permanent 
common interest with, ami attaohmeiit to the community, it is 
declared to belong to. and in the election of Representatives in 
the General Assembly shall be exercised by. all free white male 
citizens of the Commonwealth, of the age of twenty-one years, 
who shall reside in the coimly, city, or borough, in which they 
respectively propose to vote, and shall have so resided for one 
whole year next before the time of election ; U'lher llutii those who 
shall fiair failed in this Commonn'callh to pay any public lax it 
levy or fart thereof, -Mlhiit either of the tuv years next frtced- 
ing the otie in ttiln'f/i llicy pri'fose to ivttc; or |jaui>ers; or those 
iinik-r judgment o( feliiny or other iuraiiious crime: or sol- 
diers, mariners, or marines in the service of the State or the 
I'nited Stales; and thai the right of suffrage may be exercised 
only by persons di.sposcd for the prosperity and well-being of the 
Commonwealth, there shall be a tax of twenty-five cents per 
annum. Icvieil on every free white man of the age of twenty-one 
years, to be collected and paid into the public treasury; and the 
Legislature shall atmually set apart an amount of the property 
tax espial to the whole amount of poll-tax so paid in; and these 
two sums shall be annually appropriated and constitute a prin- 
cipal fund, always to be preserved and vested in profitable uses, 
the interest and profit whereof shall in the best manner be ap- 
plied every year to tlic education of the youth of Virginia." 

This was ihe W'estcrncrs" idea of suffrage. The influence of 
the Western spirit is shown in the provision for schools. The 
idea of endowment of Slate funds for the public was a new one 
and would probably have worked well if it had been made law. 
This plan was supported by Mr. Doddridge, of Brooke county ; 
Mr. Cooke, of Frederic!;: Mr. Mercer, of Loudoun, in fact, by 
the Western delegation almost solidly, and by some few of the 
Eastern representatives. It was opposed by Mr. Leigh, oi Qjes- 
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terfieJd; Mr. Morris, oi Hanover, and a large majority of the 
Eastern dcU'eaics. Tliis plan was rmally defeated, althou8:b the 
(rcehoM (lualifKittton was moditicd lo some cxtcni. 

The ((ucstjon o* what should be the basis of representation 
in the Legislature proved the most interesting tbal wa& brought 
before the Convention. The Commttlec on Legislative Depart- 
ment reporte<l the following resolution : 

"Resolved. That in the apportionment of representation in 
llic House of Delegates, regard should be had to the while popu- 
lation cxcbisivel)'." 

Mr. Green, of Culpcpcr, moved to amend it by striking out 
the woril "exclusively." and adding in its place the words "and 
taxation combined." TliU brought on an able and lengthy de- 
bate. Mr. Leigb. of Chesterfield, wanted lo know why "the 
friends of the proposition reported by ibe Legislative Commit- 
tee" wished to put the control of tlie wealtli of the State in the 
hands of those who did not own it, and denounced the proposi- 
tion as a "cruel, palpable and crying injustice." 

Mr. Cooke, of Frederick, replied. He said tliat this principle 
was asserted in the "Declaration of the Rights of the people of 
Virginia." He si>oke at some length on the "equality of man." 
and held "that a majority of the community possesses, by the 
law of nature and necessity, a right to control its concerns." He 
thought that the slaveholders feared that if the suffrage was 
given to all white men slave property would be oppressively 
taxed. He coroparc<l the two sections of the State and con- 
tendetl for a rq)resentalion based solely on numbers. 

Mr. Upshur, of Northampton, in replying to Mr. Cooke, de- 
livered probably the most brilliant oration delivered in the Con- 
vention. He spoke first of the right of the inajoritv to rule. 
From what source was this right derived? "There is no original 
a priori principle in the law of nature, which gives a majority a 
right to control a minority." But admitting the rule of the ma- 
jority to be given by nature, there are other kinds of majorities, 
besides a majority of numbers. There is a majority of interests. 
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"If in the estimate of numbers, all arc coiiiUcd, why excUiile any 
the right of suffragf? The rule, if it exists in nature, is 

)rth nothing unless its fair analogies will hold in a state of 
society.'* If this rule should wtn-k. the negroes would have to be 
given the suffrage. 

"As a general proposition, in free government, [jower ought 
to be given to the majority. • • • The question before us, 
is prior to actual government; tt is not whether a majority shall 
rule in the Legislature, but of what elements that majority shall 
be composed." The interests of the two sections are not identi- 
cal, and the difference between the two arises from property 
alone. Persons and property arc the constituent elements of 
society. Persons and property are the subjects of legislation. 
Therefore, he "contended that property ought to be considered 
in fixing the basis of representation." 

Mr. Upshur had the advantage of Mr. Cooke in having history 
on his side. TIte views of Mr. Cooke and his colleagues were 
practically new. 

I have reviewed these two speeches to give an itjca of the posi- 
tions occupied by the two sides. To undertake to follow out 
the entire argument on this subject would require loo much 
j space. It was decided by the Convention to make both property 
and numlters ibe basis of apporlioniuent. 

In making up the actual apportionment of representatives a 
deplorable slate of affairs was found to exist. Many of the dele- 
gates, especially those from the West, favored representation by 
sections. They warned to give each of the four divisions of the 
State a certain quota of representatives in the House of Dete- 
gaies. which could not afterward be changed. The apportion- 
'ment among the different counties in the divisions could be 
changed, but the total number assigned to each division could 
not be altered. Tlius the Western Division and the Valley 
Division would be unUed against the Middle and the Tidewater 
divisions. The apportionment for the Senate was to be even 
more sectional. The State was to be divided into two sections — 
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EasI and West — each section was to be allotted a certain quota 
of representatives which could not be changed in after years. 

This division of the State into sections scn-ed better than any- 
thing else to show the great difference between the jieoplcii of the 
two sections. The West was Virginian now in name only. In 
other rcspccLt the counties beyond the Allcghanies were 
thoroughly Wcstenj. It can be wijily understood now why they 
withdrew so readily from the Old Uominion in 186,^. 

The principal of schemes proposed for apportionment in the 
Legislature were five in number. Mr. Cooke proposed to have 
a House composed of one hundred and twenty and a Senate of 
thirty-six delcsatcs. Mr. Gordon proposed to have a House of 
one hundred and twenty delegates to be .".pportioned among the 
four divisions, as follows : The Western 26. the Valley 24, the 
Middle 37, and the Tidewater 33. Mr. Marshall's House was 
to be composed of one hundred and twenty-six delegates, to be 
distributed as follows: The Western 24, the Valley 2j. the Mid- 
dle 43. and the Tidewater 36. Mr, Leigh proposed a House of 
one hundretk and twenty-six delegates, of which the Western 
District should have 26. the Valley District 23. the Middle Dis- 
trict 42. and the Ticlewaier District 35. Mr. Upshur proposed a 
House of one hundred and twenty delegates, the Western Dis- 
trict to have 26. the Valley District 22. the Middle District 38, 
the Tidewater District 34. and a Senate of thirty members, ap- 
portioned as follows: The Western District 7. the Valley Dis- 
trict 6. the Middle District g. the Tidewater District 8. which 
would pive the West 13 and the East 17, 

Various compromises were offered and the result was that a 
compromise plan was adopted. According to this platt the 
House was lo be composed of one himdred and tliirty-four mem- 
bers, chosen annually, to be distributed as follows : The Western 
District 31, the Valley District 25, the Middle District 42, and 
the Tidewater District 36. This would give the West 56 and the 
East 78. 



Th< Virginia Clnutftttttotur' Omvenlum cj ISS9. 



109 



The Senate was lo coiistst of ihirty-Iwo members — thirteen 
from the West and nineteen from the Ea$l. The apportionment 
of these di-tiriciti and the two great divisions were not to be 
changed in future. 

These were the chief nicaiiures discussed. These questions had 
brought on the Convention. Many (jtiestionti of less imporlanoe 
were all discussed at length. It will now be interesting to ex- 
amine some of the distinctive features of the new Const itiilion. 
One rather peculiar feature of iho new Constitution was the 
last clause in Section 7 of Article 111.: ■'I*rovidcd. that all per- 
sons holding lucrative offices, and ministers of the Gospel, 
and priests of evcr>- denomination, shall bi- incapable of being 
elected members of either House of Assembly." 

Provision was also made to prevent duelling among officials. 
Il was also j>rovi<led that in all elections the voles should be 
given openly, or viva vnre, and not by ballot. This form of elcc- 
>n, although not altogether good, is a sure preventative of un- 
fairness in the count. 
As according to the former Constitution, the Governor of the 
lie was to be elected by the Legislature and was to hold his 
"ofTicc for three years and was to be ineligible to succeed him- 
,sei{. although he might again be chosen Governor after three 
cars. 

A Council of State, to consist of three members, was provided 
3r. They were to be elected by the General Assembly and to 
hold office for three years. 

The "Bill of Rights," adopted unanimously by the Conven- 
Son of t776 as the basis and foundation of government, was pre- 
fixed to the "new Constitution," 

The Convention of tSay made but few changes in the "old 

~onslitution," the sulTrage clause being changed only so as to 

tve the suffrage to more men. while the freehold qualification 

"was not done away with altogether. The fight for rqirescntation 

Based on numbers alone failcil. The men who had brought on 

lie Convention did not succeed in getting all they desired. The 
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total number of voters in the Stale was increased only a few 
thousand. Many people were oppowd to the new Constitution. 
M was shown by ihc vote on its ratification. 26.055 votes beini; 
cast in tavor of ratification and 1 5.562 against it. The opposition 
was prineipally in the Western counties, Drooke connly casiiiie 
371 votes a^inst ratilicatton and none in favor of it. 

I^egisbtion could not satisfy the demands ot l>oih sections of 

the State. The differences between Ihc two peoples for thcv 

were different peoples — were too great. 
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JOHN CONNOLLY TO JOHN GIBSON.* 

PORTSUOL-TII, Aug. 9th. 1775. 

Demr Sir, — 

1 have safely arrived here and am happy to the greatest 
degree in having so fonimalely escaped the narrow inspector 
of my enemies — the enemies to their country to good 
Order and Government. I should cstct-m niyaclf defective in 
point of friendship towards you should I neglect to caution you 
to avoid an over zealous exertion of what is now so n<liculously 
called palriotk- spirit Imt on the contrary to deport yourself with 
lat moderation for which you have been always remarkable 
which must in this instance tend to your honor and alvan- 
"lage. You may \x assured Sir that nothing but the greatest 
unanimity now prevails at home and that the innovating spirit 
amongst us here is looked upon a« ungenerous and undutiful 
and iliat the utmost exertion of the Power of Government if 
necessary will be used to convince the infatuated people of their 
folly. I could assure you Sir — give you such convincing proof* 
of what I assert and from wh'ch every reasonable person may 
conehide the' elTects that nothing hut madness could operate 
upon a man so far as to overlook his duty to the i>rcsent con- 
stitution and to form unwarrantable associations with enthusiasts 
wliose III timed folly must draw upon ihem inevitable destruc- 
tion— his Lordship desires you to present his hand to Capt'n. 
White Hyes and lo assure him that he is very sorry he had not 
the pleasure of seeing him at the treaty or that the situation of 
affairs prevented him from coming down. 

Relieve me dr. Sir that 1 have no motive in writing my sen- 
tini'ts thus to you further than to endeavi.vr to steer you clear 

*Tbia letter and the oae (tod Dunmore are fooad la tbe Powell 
pap«<ra. — Dp. 
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of the iiiisfortiincs which 1 am confident must involve but un- 
happily loo many. I liavc sent you an address from the people 
of great Britain to the people of America and I desire you to 
consider it attentively which will I flatter ni>-self convince you 
of the silliness of many declamations and of the ahsurdily of 
an intended Slavery. Give my love to George and lell hini that 
he shall hear from me and 1 hope to his advantage. Interpret 
' the inclosed speech to Captn. White Eyes from his Lordship. 
Be prevailed upon to steer the popular error and judge for 
yourself, act aii a good subject and expect tlie Rewards due to 
your services. I am Dr. Sir. 

Your sincere fr'd & scr\'. 

John Connolly. 



LORD DUNMORE TO CAPTAIN WHITE EYES.* 

Brotiicr C.mtain White Eves: 

I am glad to hear your good speeches sent me by Major Con- 
nolly and you may be assured that 1 shall put one end of the 
Belt which you have sent me into ihc hands of our great King 
■who will be glad to h«tr from his Brothers the Delawarcs and 
will take a strong holt of it. You may rest satisfied that oiir 
foolish young men shall never be permitted to have your lands, 
but on the cotitrary the great King will protect you and preserve 
you in ihe possession of them. Our young people in the country 
have been very foolish and done many imprudent things for 
which they soon must be sorrj- and of which 1 make no doubt 
they have ac(|nainted you, but I must desire you not to listen 
lo thcni as they would he willing thai yuu should act equally 
foolish with themselves but rather let what you hear pasi in at 
one Ear and out at the other so that it may make no impression 
on your heart until you hear from me fully w*ch shall be so soon 
as I can give him further information who am your friend and 
Brother. 



*Tb1a letter wu caclosed with Conoolljr'i. 
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Captain White Ey«s will please to acquainl the Cornstalk with 
these my sentiments also as well as the chiefs of the Mingoes 
and the other Six Nations. 

Yr. sincere friend & Elder Brother 

DUKMORB. 

COL. FRANCIS PEYTON TO LEVEN POWELL. 

Winchester. Oct. i8th. 1775. 



This afternoon i arrived at this place after a long and 
TcdiouE Journey from Pittsburg where I left the Indian Commn. 
from the Congress and those from tliis Colony, They were 
met by Four or five hundred Indians from the Dif't Tribes 
viz. Shawnees. Dclawarcs, Senecas, Mingoes &. all of whom 
appear equally inclined to establish a lasting peace which I ap- 
prehend is compleate<l by this time. The Master Conolly in 
conjunction with our worthy governor hath endeavored to make 
a masterly stroke to put a stop to the Treaty but the Gent'm'. to 
whom they sen: the inclosed was honest enough to give it up to 
the Conim'r.i. as soon as he received it, which adds much to his 
reputation. George who is mr. P. in Connolly's Letter is Brother 
to John Gibson and is apjtointed to command the Compa*. of 
Regulars from West Augusta and is now on hb march to join 
Col, Henry at Wms'.burg. Tlie Indians appear so friendly that 
they insistc<l on cntist'g a number of iheir young men under 
Capl'n. Gibson on which the Comm'rs. for Indian affairs were 
consulted who gave it as their opinion none should be taken iho' 
they could assign no good reason for such opinions and I think 
it would be a means of linking us together in the most effectual 
manner. So much for news — I must now enter on another sub- 
ject. My long stay hath made ^mutilated). 

I am yr. Mo. Ob. Scrv. 

Francis Peyto.n. 
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JAMES HENDRICKS TO LEVEN POWELL, 



Hampton, 5th April. 1776. 
D'r Major,— 

I wrote you some time ago by Capt. Fitzgerald who promised 
mc he wou'd Convey my letter to you since which nothing 
of consetjuence with us hath happened. I presume you have 
long ere now heard of the Elopc-mvnt of his Lordship and 
his pyratical fleet, and their Stand at Gwinn's Island, I am told 
there is not perhaps a more proper place for his purpose in Vir- 
ginia than this S'd. Island, as it is well watered and fertile and 
of course capable of holtiing a considerable number of Stock, 
so that he has nothing to do but send his Cruisers alongst the 
different Rivers Collecting and himseli as master Grazier over- 
seeing at home where I doubt not but in Short time he will im- 
prove the Bree<l of Sheep and Black Cattle in these lower |)ani 
where it is much wanted. He likewise gets many Recruits for 
his Black Regiment which was ere he left Norfolk much Reduced 
by a Mitlignant fevour which carried off numbers of them. We 
have daily Carcises driving up by the Surf — 1 believe Since the 
fleet left us not less than fifteen or twenty. Our Road has been 
clear Since the departure of the fleet untile yesterday when the 
Otter with two Tt.-ndcrs came to shore opposite the mouth of our 
Creek drcss*d in as Sumptuous a manner as possible lo comment* 
orate the Birthday of the Royal Drute of Great Britain (as Com- 
mon Sense calls him.) They gave us twenty one Guns but they 
were but badly Qiarged as we cou'd Scarcely hear their Reports 

. Capt'n is the Same Captain you left him, his case 

only Serves lo Confirm mc in an old observation I've made that 
nature will have her way. and it only Serves to bring us into 
Ridicule to attempt to force her, and uix>n the whole we can 
clearly Sec that the Omnipotence of Committee's is not Such 
as by barely Saying this man Shall be a Captain is Sufficient to 
Qualify him for it when Surly Katurc Says nay. However, by 
the by, I'm told there are many fishy fellows amongst the late 
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appoititmenu, Vou Se« my friend fot want oj news I write 
nonsense. 

How goes on that Spir't of I-vvelUiig? Is all <|uiM? Wc have 
a Confounded Set of Econoniists in our present Convention, 
You're well rid of Conlim-ntal fray, it gives much titiea^tness 
and I'm Really affraid if it is not augmented many RcsignaEions 
will be the Consequence in the fall, tho' I Suppose the Conven- 
tion makes light of the matter as they think the vacancy's can 
easily be fill'd up. 'Tis true they can query whether an officer 
who hath been a Season in Service is litlcr to profit his Country 
or any Stradling, Stalking, forked animal (to use a Phrase of an 
acquaintance) who may be pick'd up by every County Com- 
tniltcc. 

Our accounts from the Carolina's is Vague & uncertain. 

the most however to be Creditled is that Ointon is landed near 

Wilmington and Gen.'al Muorc watching his motions. Your 

friends here all well except Leitch w!io is laid up with the Gout. 

My best iivishcs attend you & believe mc to be vour Sincere 

Fd. and Hbic Ser\-. 

James HENDitrcKS. 
P. S. — Don't fo:^! writing. 

ANDREW LEITCH TO LEVEN POWELL. 



Hampton, May t5, 1776 
Dear Sir, — 

Your Wind fa\*o«r dated sth ull. but which from tlie tenor 
I conceive to be wrote on the 5th hist. I received yester- 
■■day, by a private hand from Wmburgh. the substance whereof, 
intakes me congratulate myself on having found not only an 
teable. but an usefull correspondent, and if my desire to 
' earn,- on such correspondence can be gratified by showinii regu- 
lar punctuality on my side, it will aSord mc very considerable 
pleasure. 

As to anything of the agreeable 1 can furnish you with, you 
must therein take your chance; at present, very little is stirring 
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bdow WnUiiftbixrg worth jro«ir notice, xnd d tbeae ___^_. „«, 
KCOoBts here are «o prevaricatiog that I staS not ar s wonj 
concamog tbcin. 

You wUl have beard o( a number o( Transpons h«4«g amrrd 
at Cape Fear. rappoKd lo carry 5.000 TtDOfs. at the mmval (tf 
the NautJIui, CoQin», & the Forvey. Montagac in oor xxmd, the 
bit of which now tics below Craney Isle. & Uk fonon sailed to 
Sea yesterday attended bj (our of the largest Temlers, I scp- 
pofcc lof North Carolina. The 8th Raiment marcbcd about 
three or (oiir days (or the same Quarter, where we may sopnose 
tome Mroke will won be slrcck. There is also a talk of a bat- 
lalionii of Soothcm Minute Men marching also, hui I hear they 
will l>c of small Service. General Lee. Brigadier Howe, their 
aid-dc-«imi>s & D. A. G. Bullet set off the day before yesterday. 

From Flags of truce we learn, thai the British GcneraJ Howe 
b embarked fw (Quebec, whose Khcmcs may God in his mcrc^' 
to be diitreMed, Fnistnitc — that Nova Scotia has sent Dcputt^ 
to Congress — & ihal the fn^at attack will certainly be made in 
North Carolini first. This will certainly draw most of our 
Troops to that Province. & I sincerely hope I may be among the 
nutnlier who go— at the same time [ could wish that thev had 
ralher chosen Virginia for the scat of war. Good reasons on Our 
aide at large, justify this wish, but inclination & the interest of 
this colony in particular, make mc more earnestly desire it. 

\Vc have 2 companies. Campbell's & ToU's, in garrison, be- 
sides the 3 of the 3d Regiment. Wc have got up & almost 
mounted all the catmon from the Fort. At least three Batteries 
will be erected upon some of the points. & we yesterday Iwgan 
dotibic entrenchments at litlle England, to be run from the old 
one (which is to he iiuich ailarged) to the wharf.— Number* 
more arc in contemplation, but our Engineer had not time to stay 
when here last. 

1 really lament the torn & distracted situation of your country ; 
& I believe ils simalion is singular*, but a little time will set men 
right, who arc wrong from cliagrccn & prejudice, & not from 
principals of disafection to their Native Country. A few dis- 
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apoiiiled carping creatures, whose dastardly Souls never enjoyed 
one generous thoti«ht, if llicy can talk and hold forth Among 
their IioneM well- meaning neighbors, shall work you more mis- 
chief in two or three Church Sundays, than a hundred virtuous 
& Sensihle Citizens can perhaps eradicate in a year. 

Why don't you come down to Wmsbiirgh? I am certain more 
Regiments will he raised Sc i do most cordially join you in 
wishing (o see you once more honorably in tlie service of your 
country. Believe nie lo be with much esteem. Dr. Sir, 

Your obi hb. Scrvt., 

Andw. Leitcii. 



GEO. M'INTOSH TO LEVEN POWELL," 

Wii.i.imBc, July Tlh, 1776. 
Dear Sir. — 

I reed. y'rs. of 29th Ull. from Dumfries. Your request for 
some Highland prisoners can't be complied with, the Con> 
grcss have or<lercd it otherwise, & directed that they shall 
be maintained at the Enemy's expencc. which, tho' borne in the 
mean time by us. will be refunded before they are exchanged: 
They will not be pemiited to work unless they please. Among 
those sent to Loud'n. you may probably get weavers, if so. you 
are at liberty to hire, remembering to make such a Bargain with 
them as that you will not loose or be disai>poiiite(l by their Re- 
tuni. wVh L. D. 1.1 extremely desirous to effect. 

No reinforcement is arrived, nor will any of consequence come 
this Summer; so that 1 may with Safely to my Country St 
Honour to myself resign in Sept. lime enough to be up at the 
Election of our Senator, My presence at the Camp would not 
permit mc to speak to our Delegates about the man; let not 
Ellzcy be even mentioned, his luke-warm, procrastinating Tem- 



■At one time In Fummaud of & partial reslment Of Nortt Carolftia 
Regulars. See letter of CraveTi Peyton to I-cvon [»owell— Nor. 2S, ITT7. 
-Eu. 
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per ftddcd to hi) aiiachment to the sinking: party renders him at 
this time the mt»t unfit Man alive; an active, rcsohite & honest 
Man tho' with moderate abilities will better reconcile the People 
to the new Govemmeni. 

The Govemoiir is already too much hampered, his Council & 
the Senate ought therefore to a.itiist his Moves instead of throw- 
ing every obstacle in his Way. Candour & Friendship oblige me 
to inform you that I wish to serve in the Lower house, which 
I will not attempt, nor indeed can it be cflcctcd, unless one of 
our Delegates be appointed the Senator. Ol the two CtU- Pey- 
ton is the man. If you concur with me, speak to him on the 
occasion ; if not I will chcarfully ac<|uicscc. E.-^ert yourself in 
getting a genenl meet.'g of the People at the Elect's. Genl. 
Lee has ordered the 3d. Hih Rcgl, to continue here; he has 
8,000 Men in Ois, Town; & concludes it probable that as Clin- 
ton can not make an Impression there, he will push to Virginia ; 
I( so We stand a Chance of seeing each other again as soldiers. 
Our address to the goven. lias offended Colo. W. & probably 

Woodford (illegible) he did not sign it. fi tliinVs him&elf 

so nnich injured by it, that in ordt-r to do Justice to his Charac- 
ter he intends to publish to the World his. disapprobation: Thl» 
may bring on a Paper War. Judge how it will end. An In- 
quirj' is making into his Conduct about the 3d Hih. It will 
comprehend the History of last Winter's Campain ; it I can pro- 
cure a Copy of the Proceedings, you shall have the valuable 
present. Yr, Sentiments about MajV Leiich arc mine. Of the 
rule of Succession I can't complain. Some of our Vessels 
sail next Week & the Week after you may perhaps read their 
fate in Purdic's paper. Colo. Stephens is going on merrily at 
Portsmouth. Capt. Bail of the 5th arrested for permitting a 
Jamaica man with 311 Puncheons Rum to be rctchcn (?) was 
tried yesterday & honoiiraWy acquitted. I can't sufficiently ac* 
knowledge your friendly attention to my family. Ijod bless you. 
I am Dr Sir Yrs. most affectionately, 

Go. McIntosu. 
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GO. McINTOSH TO JOHN* MUIR.* 

pHiLADA., Jany 5, 1777. 
Dr Nfajor, — 

Since my last of the 27 ulio in which I gave a par- 
ticular acct. of our successful attacl: upon Trenton, the CienL 
(lately vested with the full and unlimited powers necessary for 
the Times) determined to cross the Delaware, an accl. of which 
up to the 2d I118I. I have sent to Colo. Qopton. GenJ. Stephen's 
& de Bore's Brigades with 2 canon were advanced 2 miles from 
Trenton to cover their Retreat; the main Body being posted on 
the Eminense between a creek running' thro the Town & the 
Delaware with 30 odd pieces of cannon. On Ihc 2d inst. the 
Enemy, say 5.000. advanced to Trenton, fell in with the advanced 
parties, who resolutely maintained their ground with much loss 
to the Enemy, their passage into the Town was diitputed every 
Inch, til) the Genl. ordered them all to Ihc Main Body, which 
they ffffctod with but little loss. The Enemy, deccivt-d by the 
advancnl parties crossing the Creek, attempted the Bridge twice, 

[but were repulsed. 

The fight continuing from 1 o'clock till 5. & each fatigued, 
peaceably made their fires & lay down. At t2 o at night, our 
Genl. hearing that Howe was comg. in person with a Reinforce- 
ment of 3,000 to join his men in Trenton the next morning de- 
camped so privately as not to be observed, filed off to the Left 
& waited till tJiey came up. At 8 oc a. m. of the 3d this Rein- 
forcement came on, an obstinate Battle ensued till 12 oc. at 

rienglb the Enemy gave way & our brave Genl. drove ihem to 
Princeton, doing good execution as tliey ran & taking upwards 
of 700 Prisoners, who were yesterday at Borden Town, & arc 
I suppose now crossing. Kci>ori says that Howe with all of the 
4ot]i Reg. were so cIo*ely pursued, that they took shelter in the 
College, that Genl. W. sent him a Hag offering i|uarlcr if they 
would surrender, if not that he w'd batter it down & put them 

•Ptrbaps a relative of tli« gr«ai Pr«BtirteriaD preacber of Aiexasdrla. 
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to the sword ; thcj- accepted his offer. But this wants con- 
firmalion. Providaicc so dirccied the matter, that the Gent. 
wlitic engaged with tlie kciiiforcenienlj was not attacked in his 
Rear by tlic Enemy which he left behind. I saw 'em march out 
of Town at J past II oc. Geiil. Ewing who commands here, 
this moment infonns me that there arc in all i,ooo prisoners, 

that all the Enemy arc routed & flying to their (illegible). 

Genl. Putnam left there yesterday leading on 1,500 Militia to our 

Gcnl.'s aid. who is safe. More are (illegible). Genl. 

Heath is in their Rear with a large Body. Genl. Wooster is in 
possession of Kingshridge. I have not yet heard of any of our 
considerable officers being wounded, many of the inferior are 
wounded. I believe we have lost many Men : they fell on a 
victorious Field. The Rlietimatism prevented me from being 
witli 'em. 'tis better. Fray send this immediately to Maj'r 
PowclL 

Yours &c. 

' Go. McIntosh. 

/ohn Muir, Alexandria, Va. 

Care Capt. Ballard. 



W. THOMPSON TO LE\T;N POWELL. 

Colchester. January 10, 1777. 
Dear Sir, — 

I have Received yours of the 2d Utto Together with a 
Wagons Containing 19 Barrels Flour which I have stored in 
a second house. I have had tlircc Carpenters 8 dajs at Work on 
our Bark and was this day obliged to discharge tlicm ; they not 
being able to work for the Ice there is now here, as soone as ever 
the Weather permits they are to Return and finish her com- 
pletely, at which time I will give Mr. Chinn word when to come 
down & you may send the Sailor you mentioned at the same 
time, from the present prospect of Ice I am afraid it will be some 
time before wc are able to do any thing; however I am deter- 
mined not to loose one moment in getting the Vessel' Ready. 
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My sloop is not yet Ret'd & am afraid will not soone if the frost 
continues. 

You mention your having purchased 150 Barrels Flour, iho 
have not said Whether any for me or not, which I hope you have 
not. as It is now selling currently in Alexandria at g/, I pro- 
mised not to intemipi you any more Respecting the price of 
Flour if you have not agreed on a positive price for that you 
have bought for me. pray Let it Risque the Markctt sooner than 
give above '*/,. ! order it down as fast as convenient as I have 
storage for you and myself procured. You must have heard of 
General Washington's having Taken ahoitt goo Hessians & 
killed about 200 in an engagement that happened the day after 
Xmas when he headed the Army himself that made the attack 
& we have tliis day Received an acct. of his having given Genl. 
^owe a very capital defeat wherein he has done double the 
lage to the Kncniy '^ '" t'lc former. God grant him the like 
Success in Every ingagemcnt. he has now greater power Vested 
in him, than ever was in any man on this Continent, that is he is 
made Dictator to the 13 United States. You may Expect Some- 
thing clever will be done. As to their going into Winter Quar- 
ters its an Intire Joke. Neither .Army have any such Xotion so 
says several Gentlemen imediatcly from camp, so that the sooner 
every man that intends Marching the Better, for we Ready are 
but weak ; the last Squadron of Vir^nia Light Horse went 
through here this day, I assure you they cut no contemptible 
figure. 

If you can conveniently engage me about 50 or 60 hhds. of 
good Tobacco to be delivered at this Warehouse at 21 S. 6 p. 
more if occasion may Require. You will infinitely Oblige me, it 
■will be Necessary if any person wants to sell a Quantity to take 
their amount Deliverable any time between this & the first of 
May next to me or my assignor, pray Let me hear from you on 
this heaii a* soon a-> Convenient Together with other matters. I 
have sent you 2 Hiishels of .Salt being about half I have. I wish 
with all my heart I could have spared you more, my Gun & 
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Accoutrements are at yotir service when Ever you Require them, 
tho I usure you I am N'olhing Lees than a Captain now roy- 
seK, Mr. Dulaney having signed my Commission. 1 wi<h you a 
happy new year St. 

Dear Sr. your friend & Obt. servant, 

W. TiioyrsOK. 
To Major Ltvcn PowcU, Lirudowt CouHt-f. 

RICH. GRAHAM TO LEVEN POWELL. 

DLfUPRiEs. Feby' 30. 1777. 
Dear Sir, — 

Aboui loor 12 days ag'o Colo. Innis sent up a brace of Taylors 
to receive his Qoth. I sent one of them forward to Baltimore to 
hurry it down, btil a» yet have heard nothing of the Taylor or 
Cloth. Colo. Grayson sent an express the other day to Maj'r 
Ross about—it will certainly be here soon. 

I have given Gibson ami Leech receipts for 17 libs. Hour de- 
livered by them. Tliey lake up your Sword belt. It has but one 
swivell. ' 

By two Jersey Men that were here yesterday immediately 
from Camp we arc informed that this day fortnight a party of 
ours took a Lieut. & 35 htghlandcrs at a post the Enemy had, 
abt 7 miles from Brunswick on ilie Perth Amboy road — they 
say they saw the prisoners conic to head Quarters. On Satur- 
day following the day they left Camp, they say Lord Sterling 
had an engagement with a part of Comwallace's Army withia 
5 miles of Brunswick on the Same road — killed 327 & look some 
prisoners with them St of only 12 men on our Side, they say 
they had this last Account from a Colonel of your Army who 
they saw at Trenlon on his way lo Phila. 

Doct. Geo. Al<xan<Ier was here yesterday, he is appointed Sur- 
geon of your Regimt. & he says Genl. Washington writes thai 
Col. Buckner had left the Camp, that he had Sent a party of 
Light Horse after him. They took him abt. 50 miles on his 
way lo Virginia, he was trycd & condemned to be shot. 
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The Ships in lh« Bay liave taken above 300 ne^ocs (rora 
Gloucester, Lancaster & Konhumbcrland — 3 or 4 of those that 
Colo. Peyton bought are yet on board. I am reaiy sorry for this 
loss. My Brother wtio came u|) (here the night before U51 says 
that several ol the people in Lancaster & Northnmbd. have lost 
cvenr- Slave they were poesess'd oi As Diinmorc is not now 
with those Ships it appears to me that it must be the K'^ncral 
plan of the Brinish Ministry to take all the American property 
they can lay hold of. If this is realy the case, Britlish property 
will certainly be condemned that the sufferers here may be in- 
demnified. 

Jack MerccT has recruited his complement of men & gone up 
to join the 3d Reginit. Colo. Spoiswood passed this yesterday, 
& Col' R. H. Meade & Ottway Bird this— this morning all for 
the Camp. 

Doct. Draper is appointed a Captain of Horse; it seems his 
beliavour at Trenton was taken notice of by His Excellency, who 
seems to let nothing escape him. Proper rewards & proper pun- 
ishments will most certainly make a good Army. 
I am D. Sir 

Your Moat obt. Servt, 

Rich. GRAnAu. 

Loudoun Countv. (?), April 5. 1777. 
Dear Sir,— 

The bearer hereof (George Jarvis) being the only Soldier 
t have who has had the small pox I shall be much oblif^ed to you 
if you'll give him an order to Dumfries for his Uniform, as I am 
convinced the appearance of our men in Dress will greatly help 
tile recruiting Service, which seems to stand in need of every aid 
that can be desired. 

I can truly assure you that I have used my utmost endeavors 
to enhst Men & have not been able as yet to get but four; the 
best of whom (Moses Cummins) has lately had the misfortune 
to chop off two Fingers of his left Hand, upon which he wants 
to return his Bounty but as I have not seen the Wound Si from 
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the Accounts I have heard of it, have Hopes it wi) not disable 
him from the Service. I do not ihink proper to discharge him. 

At present I clarc not ride about the Country, as my wife is 
under innoculation for the small pox & indeed my success has 
been so bad, that I fear I have not the Requisite Qualificalions 
for a Recruiling Officer, & if our Regiment is to be marched in 
separate Divisions as fast as they are made up, should take it a$ 
a favor if the Coto. would pack me off to the Camp. & let some 
more successful hand stay behind to recruit. I should be glad to 
know if I may be allowed to gel what Men I can raise, innocu- 
latcd in my own Xcighborhood, on ihc best terms I can, as I 
should be found looking after them myself. I have heanl of 
so many recruiting parlies over the Ridge that I have not taken 
that lour myself. This country is full of young Men & I am in 
great hopes that some measures will be adopted to force them 
into the Country's Service. 

Pray Dear Colonel favor me with your I nstructioius forwarded 
to Mr. Winn's Mill from whence they will soon reach the hand 
of Dr. Sir. 

Your most obedt. 

Pkter Grant. 

P. S.— "Mr. Willi.* Green lias got bravely through the Small 
pox & in a very few days will be able lo ride about — he has got 
nine Men. P, G. 



CHRISTOPHER GREENUP TO LEVEN POWELL. 



Sir.— 



May 3. 1777. 



I have prevailed on Mr. U'ilson to come out for the sol- 
diers Cloaths. as I cou'd not make out to find for them, being 
obliged to have some men brought in under a Guard. I am 
afraid 1 shall hardly make out for blankets, I have some in the 
lower parish, and am agoing again immediately. I have been 
much hindered in getting in the Men, I have Seized two of my 
disputed ones (whom I knew I had a right to) and brought tliem 
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in under a Guard lo L«eshurg where they afrctd to inlUt will- 
ingly. I have heard nothing from Captain Willis and I think 
it not prudent to wait nittch longer for to take tlic small pox, 
as the Season is fast advancing. I saw a man yesterday who 
says he saw a man from Philadelphia, that brought an account of 
an action happening the 19th & 30th of last month, the pardcii- 
lars he cou'd not li-arn. only he saw some Prisoners come into 
Philadelphia. I hearlily wi»h you safe thro' the small Pox with 
jroar Family. 

I am Sir, Yr. very Hble Scrvt., 

Christo. Greenup. 
May Sd, 1777. 

To Cdo. Ltten Powetl. 

Card by ilr. Wilaim. 



GRANVILLE SMITH TO LEVEN POWELL. 

Williamsburg, Augt. 28th, 1777. 
Coix). Powell: 

Sir.- 

When I saw you last in Williamsburg yoti was mention- 
ing that the Men enlisted l>y Capl. Butler were to be turned 
over to me. provided he resigned. If this is the Case, I should 
be glad 10 be favoured with their names & where enlisted, in 
Order 10 collect and send them to Dumfries as soon as possi- 
ble. — It has not been in my Power to recruit a Man since I saw 
you: there is a considerable Number of Militia in (own at this 
Time, you may depend I shall use my utmost Endeavours to pre- 
va\\ on some to enter into \t. regular Service, iho' it is very 
uncertain as they seem much averse going to the Northward, 
and certain Officers have spoilt the recruiting Service by offering 
fifty Dollars a Man. — I shall continue in Town untill I receive 
I further Orders. 

1 am. Sir. your most obt. hbl. Servt. 

Gran*. Smith. 
To Lieuti. Coio. Pourll. Pumfriu. 

To the Care of iUr. Oraham. 
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CRAVEN PEYTON TO LEVEN POVV'ELU 
(Privately printer] in 1877.) 

Nov. a6tb. 1777. 

Dear Sir, — 

I Iiave just received your favor of the ^otli 0«. aiid am glatl to 
hear of ymir safe arrival at Hea<I(niariers with enjoyment of 
hoalih, and am titankfiil to k'm6 Providence therefor, aad do 
eimt-stly pray God in His great goodncRS may continue it to 
you, and that He may defend and preserve you in every time of 
danger, cover your head in hattlc, succor and relieve you in all 
kinds of tribulation and distress, and in His own appointed time 
to hrinR you home again, there to live in peac« under your own 
vine and fig tree. 

I have the satisfaction to inform you that I saw Mrs. Powell 
yesterday at her own house, who witli all the rest of your family 
is, through the mercy of God, in good health, as also that myscU 
and family are the same. 

I have seen Mr. Mercer's manager, who says that he looks to 
you for the rents of Mr. Mercers old Quarter land where Bur- 
dine and some others Ih-ed; two year* rents at £t8.iA pr year. 
and that 1 may pay him cash for your Tobacco Rents at 30 
shillings pr Hundred. I believe that is lower than it can be pro- 
cured. Your Miller seems to raise some cavil about taking your 
Rye on the terms mentioned in Mr. Farrow's instructions; he 
says he did not agree to still it for two shillings pr Gall,, that 
ther« was no price mentioned, only that he was to stiti you so 
much, and take the balance of the Rye nt 4 shillings per Biishel, 
on hearing of which I refused to let the Rye be delivered, and at 
length came to this conclusion, that he should have the Rye upon 
the terms you left with Mr. Farrow, unless you gave other direc- 
tions upon being acquainted tlicrcwith. Tlie Horse you left on 
the road is brot' home and is well but very much reduced. Your 
waggoner is also safely returned. 

I presume you know that the stone wall ol your Mill house, 
the middle wall near the water wheel, U giving way. The Miller 
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proposes when he goes to repair it, to take down the Stone wall 
and build it up with frame and plank, and that you approve of it ; 
for my part, I confess myself ignorant in the matter, 

I sent Capt, Thompson cash enough to make your balance up 
to 100 pounds, but have not as yet received any answer. — 
Please to give me as early intelligence concerning these things 
as you can, and pray don't omit writing to me every oppertunity. 
I remain 

Your Sincere and Humble Svt., 

Craven Peyton. 



(On the back of this letter, in Col. Powell's haodwritiiig, is the 
following, showing the number of Continental Troops, Nov., 1777.— Ed.) 

a»iii,~« (Smmllwood, Boo 

SulUvui. ioiBore, goo 



-_--_ f Muhlsnburg. 600 

Green. Iweadon, 1,000 

auriiDg. 1 Conway, 900 

LlacDlD. {col^oiuutra, 600 

u.rnn). i Woodford, fioo 

BarondeMb. {^Sli^, _^ 

. ,. (Glover, 800 

*"»''*■ I Learned, Boo 



ijSqo 
tJSoa 

\.wa 
1,400 
1,000 

I,60D 

1,600 



tafia* 

T,T...ii. f ..nil... f Bfia. Geo. Mclntoib, l^im 

MorthCarollna. |col^Morgan. Wo 

&rtlUerj',Hoise8EiDRo8plUI, 6,000 

19,900 
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CHRISTOPHER GREENUP TO LEVEN POWELL. 



Loudoun County, 23rd March. 1780. 
Dr. Sir,— 

Long b<^ore this reaches you I expect your Quarrentine 
at the MohonRahaly will be performed and yoii sailed to 
the Land of Hope. We are here in great doubts & anxieties 
of mind conceniing the Preemption rights. Capt. Spurr will 
have three Warrants of mine, bnt I don't know how he will suc- 
ceed : do let me have a little in that part of the world especially 
as my demand is cxcccdinf; modest as to Quantity. If he shou'd 
be disappointed & you shou'd have a Comer to dispense with by 
way of Charity do think of me ; every obstacle that cou'd happen 
pr<'vcnted my Joining in your Comjjany at first, but no person 
under Heaven wou'd wish to be nearer you (except Mrs. Powell) 
than myself, but as you have so much on your Hands I can not 
expect you can think of a Person of my obscurity. 

As to News we arc very full now. but the truth of a good deal 
is doubted. It is said that Charlestown has siurendcred to the 
enghsh after a spirited resistance & that a great number of dis- 
tinguished Tories contributed much to its overthrow. I wish 
it may not be too true. 

We have a Vessel just arrived from Ireland commanded by 
Capt. Taylor, Cousin to Taylor in Lcesburg, who confirms the 
account that the Irish had associated either for a free Trade or 
Independence, There is now about 50,000 Men enrolled to sup- 
port their association under the Command of the Duke of LcJn- 
sler & Lord Shannon. I have seen their spirited address to the 
King & wish I had it to enclose to you. Several of our Officers 
have been taken at a Cock fight near Powles Hook; this in all 
probability & (he taking of the tlirce Transports with light 
Dragoons on board you have already heard. 

If anything shou'd turn np thai may favour me. you will add 
to the many obligations you have already laid me under to fund 
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me a few lines by the first oppontmily, but 1 can not promise 
>-ou a just return because I fear it will r.cver be in my power. 
Give my kind respects to Mr, Peyton, Colo. Triplett & Capt. 
Comb, to whom with yourself I sincerely wisli Health, Hap- 
piness & success, and am Dear Sir 

Yr. Most Hble Serv. 

Christo. Greenup. 

N. B.— WitJioiii a Kota bene all is nothing, well then I un- 
derstand that a Town in to be laid ofl nt Roon^boroiigh. and that 
any Person who applies shall have a Lott laid olT. and that you 
arc one of the Trustees. If all this be true, please to set aside one 
convenient Lott for me. it consistcin with your Powers. The 
purchase Money or other expense T will pay on demand, pro- 
vided ! am able, and I expect to improve il iie.tt Winter or be- 
fore. 

Enclosed I send you the last Baltimore Paper St a ^mall Para- 
phldt Liiely published to amuse you a few moments. 

Christo. Gref.kup. 

To Colo. lAvrn PowfU, Kfniuckg. 
Car'd bjfe Mr, .SUpkeng. 



STEVENS THOMPSON MASON TO LEVEN POWELL. 



Richmond, Va.. April 4. 1783. 
Dear Sir, — 

Mr. Binns will scarce be prerailed upon to wait a single 
moment. So that I have but just time to inform you of my 
intention of taking a Poll for Loudoun. I am induced to 
this from a persuasion that matters of great importance will be 
agitated in our next .-Vssembly. Should my Intention meet 
willi your Approbation i must request the favour of you to as- 
dsl Colo. .-Mexander. Mewrs. Kinnk & Daniel in the manage* 
meni of my Election, but should they not I shall not be displeased 
even with your oposttion — except as I set a high Value upon 
5 
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your Good Opinion and as I am convinced you will only sup- 
port him you think worthy of the OIBce. Mr. Binns promises 
to (urnisli you with a copy of my address to Ihc people which 
I must request you to communicate to sucli as you may fall in 
with. But I hope you will yourself make some allowance for its 
he'mg wrote in the miJst of Bustle and confusion. 

I am Sir Your Obi. Scvt. 

Stei-. Tho'n. Mason. 
Colo. Ltrtn Powell, Loudoun Co. 



JOHN MARSHALL TO LEVEN POWELL. 

Richmond, Dec. ptii. '83. 
Dear Sir,— 

No step whatever has been taken in your suit against Burwell. 
If the matter is not arbitrated, will without tmestton be tried next 
Coiul. I should be glad to sec your depositions. If yuti have 
not a certain opportunity sooner, I shall be at Fauquier March 
Court, when I i^Iiall with pleasure take charge of than. Judg- 
ment is given against you at the motion of the Commonwealih. 
The Solicitor swore that you in conversation with him admitted 
the receipt of the mimey, the Court, however, have only given 
judgment for the value of the money when it was supposed to 
have passed into your hands, which I confess was more justice 
than 1 expected. — The Solicitor has written to you on the sub- 
ject, and the costs of an execution may be saved. 

Your Delegates. I presume, give you the news of the Assem- 
bly, Never could there have been less to give. This long session 
has not produced a single bill of Public importance, except that 
for the re-admission of Commutables, You will get the bill be- 
fore you receive this. It onght to be perfect as it has twice 
passed the House. It fell the first time (after an immensity of 
labor and debate), a sacrifice to the difTerence of opinion subsist- 
ing in the House of Delegates and in the Senate with respect to 
a money bill. A bill for the regulation of elections and enforcing 



The Leven Fifwell Corritpondmet. 



181 



the attendance of members is now on llic Carpet, and will prob- 
ably pass. It contains a goud deal of nvces5<iry matter 
with some tiling that appear to me to be impracticable. ll is 
surprising that Gentlemen of character cannot dismiss their pri- 
vate animosities, but will bring them in thv Assembly. 
Adieu my dear friend, 

1 am Yours Truly. 

J. Makshall. 
To CtA, Ixveti PotivU, Loudofi. 



STEVENS THOMPSON MASON TO LEVEN POWELL. 

RrctiMOND. Dec. 33. 1783. 
Dear Sir,— 

The gentleman who gives tliis a conveyance had intended 
to stay in Town till tomorrow which would have afforded 
mc an oppoitunity of writing to you as fully as I wish, but as he 
has determined to set out immediately I must hurry over a (ew 
L{>bscrvations which may be of ser\-ice to you in your present 
Office. For your Information I enclose you the Revenue Law 
the only one that is yci published oil that subject ; but another 
has passed, by which certificates for hemp and Flour delivered 
last summer agreeable to the Laxv then in force arc now receivable 
in Taxes agreeable to that Law, and also warrants which are 
directed in future to be issued to Sheriffs and venire men sum- 
moned down to the General Court. Tliis act is mentioned in 
the enclosed List, excqit where the certificates have been trans- 
ferred from the original Holder or where they have been rc- 
tunied to the officer who gave them. This is one of ihc subjects 
of your Letter. The act concerning Sheriffs is to empower the 
County Courts to recommend where ihey have neglected to do 
it at the lime prescribed by Law, Where they have done it at 
a time other than the Law directs to empower the Govr. to ap- 
point, and directing that in future Sheriffs shall be nominated 
by the Court in June or July— it also enacts that if the Sheriffs 
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now and hirrL'after to be appointed fihall refuge to give security for 
their collection lie shall be nuperccrfed »ntl the Govt, shall ap- 
point the 2<i person nominated by the Court and so on to the 
next magistrate in ConimiMtOn. 1 moved for and carried 
a Resolution for having so many laws printed and delivered 
out in future as should furnish one to the Clerk, Sheriff 
and each acting Magistrate of every County or Corporation 
agreeable to the Instruction of nty Constituents. W'iih respect 
to the town of Lcwisvillc the Assembly were induced to repeal 
the I-aw for t-siablishing the Town from it being made appear that 
the Land on which it stood was the Property of a Mr. Campbell 
lately returned from captivity — more of this in my next. You 
will receive herewith the Citizen Bill which you have no doubt 
heard of, I shall at present only observe that 1 have never heard 
anytliini:: (hat could in the least induce mc to give an opinion 
dtlTvrent from my vote on ihat occasion and that it is my earnest 
wish never to see a man who voted against it entrusted wiUi 
power in tlic future as I believe the opposition to it originated 
in Toryism if not in something worse, tho many I believe were 
deluded into the vote they gave. I was highly insenscd at the 
vole of that Day and moved for the Bill being set up at the 
Court Houses. 

The Gentleman will not wait one moment longer so God 
bless you. 

Step, Tho'n. Mason. 

Colo, Leven Pou-eV, Loudoun Counly. 



CHRISTOPHER GREENUP TO LEVEN POWELL. 

Crab Orchard, (Kentucky). 8th August, 1783. 
Dear Colo., — 

I wrote you in July last which 1 hope you have rcc'd, 
since which several other Tribes of Indians have come in 
for Peace and brought in a few f*ri*oners. Notwithstanding 
three persons have lately been murdered by them, one of which 
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was Capt. James Slivlby. and several Horses have been stolen 
from Astill't station, ThU i.* supposed to have been done by a 
party of Chtcbainauga's who I believe have been Skulking about 
the Frontiers of Lincoln County ever since early in the spring. 

Surveying still goes on but is somewhat retarded by a report 
industriously circulated by the d^coniented, that the State Wtr- 
rants are all broke. 

In Jefferson they have proceeded to improve the Surveyed 
Lands & to apportion out 400 acres to the Owners and the resi- 
due in the like quantities for other Settlers. The Quo'hc's 
(Cohccs) arc in pcncral at^inst the \'irginia Rifihts & had they 
Strength their will is good to entirely extiqiute the Virginians 
from the Country. 

North Carolina has opened an Office for granting the Cum- 
berland Lands at £7,10 Va. Money per Humlred Acres as well 
to settlers as others, and the poor People there I fear will not be 
able to secure any Land tho' they have defended the Country and 
suffered all inconceivable Hardships; near half the first settlers 
have been murdered by the Indians & their stocks entirety de- 
stroyed. We have excellent Crops & the greatest plenty of Pro- 
visions. 

My Compliments to your family & am my Dear Sir with the 
most perfect respect. 

Yr. Obedt. Hble. Servt. 

Christo. Greenup. 

N. B.-!-For the want of Paper permit mc 10 write a few lines 
to Capt. Harrison in the last page of >ts. 

Capt. Valentine HARRtsoH: 
Sir.- 

I expect by this time you can spare a montcni from your 
agreable pleasures, 10 read a hasty scrawl from a Brother-suf- 
ferer. As to general News I must refer you to Colo. Powell. 
Our Domestick or political News is as follows. Lincoln County 
is divided into two Battalions. John Loftan. Colo. John Ed- 
wards. Lieut. Colo, and old Adams at paint luk (?) Maj'r of the 
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first. Gabriel Maddison, Colo. Jolin Smith. Lieut. Colo. & one 
Crockett Maj'r of the second ; with a number of inferior Officers. 
Petitions are on foot for dividing the Counties of Lincoln & Jef- 
ferson & Ned Quirk runaway witli his Wife's Sister. No mar- 
riages or Death.s of consequence. No Indians in I'ayettc since 
March that we know ol. Willis Green, CJcrk of Lincoln in the 
room of Wm. May who has resigned. 

I'll <|ui[ this ntm.ieiise & itiform you that I am in f^ood health 
& have plenty of Surveying; & Law on hand. I wish you evcr>-- 
ihing that is good & am Sr. 

Yr. friend & Hbic Scr\-t. 

CiiKisTo Greenup. 
Colo. Leven Powell, laudoun County. 
Capf. Lewis. 



CHRISTOPHER GREENUP TO LEVEX POWELL. 

Lexington, lyth Sept.. 1784. 

My Dear Colonel. — I am just informed by Capt. Rust that he 
is setting off this day for Fauquier. I have not time nor con- 
venience of writing you fully therefore you must only look upon 
this as a small token of KcnicmbTance. I rec'd your favour by 
Mr. Harrison, but previous to its comingr to hand I had a House 
erected on your Lott in Order to save it. Except the chimney, 
the River has chiefly been over the Quarry which has prevented 
the Chinmcy from being finished. I am under no apprehensions 
from Campbell's Claim. I have not been at Louisville since May 
last & can't tell well how Matters go on there. I inclosed your 
Execution &c to Colo. Pope (the Sheriff of Jefferson) with direc- 
tions to inform me concerning its Execution, but I can never 
hear anythinp from him. No Law proceedings arc carried on 
here occasioned by the Savages Murdering Walker Daniel Esqr. 
an Atto. GcnI. & the only Lawyer (besides myself in this 
county — forttinatcly for me as 1 now think) that i was confined 
by a dangerous inflamation in my Thumb for near two months; 
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or I 8hou'<l have be«n with him and jirobsbly shared this same 
fate, as did a gentleman, one Mr. Hcitly who was along, and 
the Clerk of Jefferson Wounded, The Savages have murdered 
upwards o( a Dozen in the Course of the Spring, and taken some 
' prisoneTs ; their signs are frequently seen and a number of Horses 
stolen. 1 shall go to Jefferson the last of this month and will 
write you about what I shall find to bt- done. I saw Mr. Hitt 
a few Weeks ago. A II Well. I wrote to Jefferson concerning Mr. 
Bulleits Land, and find it Registered but whether it is any part 
in my amount I know not. I must stop ! A<lieu my Dear Colo- 
nel & hlicve me to be with every Sentiment of respect 

Yr. Obed. & Hblc. Scrvt. 

Christo Greenup. 

Qae. — U the Lands Ceded to Congress wou'd be a speculation 
worth attending to. 

Colo. Powtlt, Loudoun County. 



CUTHBERT HARRISON TO LEVEN POWELL. 

Wheeling, 22A June, 1785. 
W. Sir,— 

I (ear 1 shall want credit with you when I declare that 

the Constant Hurry & perturbation I have been in since I 

left Bcrklcly has not given me time before this to Write you & 

now can give but a very imperfect account of our peregrination, 

which has been exceedingly Tedious. On the 20th of May after 

several delays in Berkeley & my being obliged to return from 

there 10 Loudoun, & recovering some of our most valuable 

(illegible) which had been stole from us. we left that county & 

thro' Continual Kains & the Worst of Roads we traveled till the 

I2th of June when wc reached Spears on the Monongahala 14 

miles below Redstone Where oiu- Boats lay. On the 13th, we 

went up the River to Redstone, on the 14th moved them down 

to Spear's, on the 15th Loaded. & on the l6th proceeded uown 

the River — the water so low as to Oblige us to clear away the 
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Stones & open a passage to our Boats over the Fieh dams & 
Bifflcs. On Saiurdsy the i8th at 4 O'clock we landed at Fon 
Pitt. & on Sunday the t9th at 12 o'clock left that place. From 
there we have found the Water tolerably good & now have a 
flow of it from the Continual Rains we have had for some days 
pass'd. At this place wc have halted to take in our Horses which 
we sent across by Land. The accounts from the Indians arc un- 
favourable : they have fired on »ome Boats on their Way down 
before us. & are determined to drive the Land Lobber* & Hunt- 
era from their side the Kiver. several of whom they have killed. 
it on which business Colo. Gibson infornts nie there arc now 
large panics out. Our families, thank Heaven, arc well, tlio" 
they have been exposed to excessive fatigue & a great deal of 
Wet Weather, Our wives pfov« the greatest of Heroines, & 
happy they do so. We have no company nor noats with lu but 
our own. except few passengers & those with our own hands 
not enough to man our Boats. On the 21st about 5 miles below 
Fort Mcintosh we passed a party of Indians but were too far 
from them for them to fire on us, had they been inclined to do 
so. Tomorrow morning I expect we .^liatl leave lliis place £c if 
wc are happy enough to arrive safe ai the Kentucky you may ex- 
pect shortly after to hear from mc. I put a Valuable Horse into 
Ihc hands of Thomas Grigg to be delivered to you. St I hope the 
negro Fellow is liefore this in your ]K>ssession. i am very 
anxious to have the Negro Woman 1 left behind contrived out to 
me. Must beg the favr. of your taking the first safe Oportunity 
to do it. The hurry we are in prevents my Brother's Writing 
you as wc arc Obliged to divide the business. Witli the warmest 
Wishes for the health & happiness of yourselves & families. I am 
Dear Gentlemen Vour Sincerely affectionate & obcd Scrvt. 

CuTiin. HAHtiisoif. 

r» Co/«. Pwtii £ TrifUti. 

Colo. Powctl will please send this after Reading to Colo. Trip- 
letL 
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GEORGE WASHINGTON TO LEVEN POWELL, 

(Printed privately in 1877-) 

Mount Vernon, 30th Sept.. 1786. 
Dear Sir, — 

I have received yoiir favor of the latli inst. Som« mis- 
take mint have happened in delivering my messaRc to your 
igem rcspectinR the Timothy seed, I never wished to decline 
taking the whole ; having saved 14 or 15 Bushels of seed myself 
more than I expected to do. less than I desired you to procure 
for nie wotdd have sufficed, say half: but 1 am equally wilhng & 
rea<iy to take the whole, if it is provided. Be it more or less. I 
should be glad to receix'C it soon, that having it in possession I 
may use it as occasion presents. 

I will take too Bu&hels of Buckwheat, the new crop I shall 
prefer, as it is for seed next year. This also I should be glad to 
have in my own possession for the reason above. — N'ot being 
much actiuaintcd with the culture of this crop, you would do me 
a favor, by informing me of the best time or times for sowing 
it, for the different uses it is applied, how much seed is usually 
given to the acre & what cultivation it generally receives. 

If you will accompany the seed with an acct. of the co«t. I will 
pay the amount to your agent. 

With much esteem & regard, I am Dr. Sir, 

Yr. Obcdt. & HWc. Scrvt. 

Go. Washington. 
Colo. Ltven Powell, Loudtnm County. 



CUTHEERT HARRL<;ON TO LEVEN POWELL. 

Daxvillk (Ky.). ly, January, 1787. 
Dear Sir, — 

Your favor of the 27th September came safe to hand 

enclosing the Commission for taking Deposition, which I 
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have (lone & now transmit you by Maj'r Crohon, as I find it im- 
possible to come in at this time myself from ft want of Money, 
however hope that every piir|iose will be answered by the Depo- 
sitions gent. As to what you mention of Swart's ( ?] evidence tis 

impossible he can give in any such as (torn) nor can Mrs. 

Quinn possibly swear that she was ever called in on snch an 
occasion. I wrote you some time aeo requesting that James 
Craig & Samuel Canby who both knew the Negro might might 
be summoned on as witnesses. 

I am greatly distressed on account of the Debt I owe Herbert ; 
if that comes gainst me in this countrj* I am mined, as the 
scarcity of cash here is so great that every Negro 1 have would 
not sell for that sum ; but you may rely on it that I will if I live 
be in this Spring & pay the debt before I leave the settlement. 

The Convention of our District met al this place the day be- 
fore yesterday and in the course of a very few days will our Fate 
he determined as to a separation. 0»r Minority is very small 
there not being more than Nine or Ten Members opposed to tlie 
Measure. A Number and Genl. Wilkinson at their Head arc 
for a separation but on more equitable terms, which they doubt 
not of obtaining from the Assembly. We have as yet done 
nothing more than choose a President which proved a matter of 
difficulty. Cols. Marshall and Innes were Nominated and twice 
battled for; tlie House divided each lime, at length after much 
contest Colo. Mason (?) was Elected to preside. I will give you 
an account o( our further determination by the first operlunity. 
My Brother's Family & my own I left in good health. Colo, 
Crohan waits for me so I must Conclude, Please present my 
affec, Compliments to my sister and Family and believe me 
with great Esteem Dr Sir, 

Yr. Mo. Obed. Servt. 

Cltut. Harbisos, 

Coie. /«r«n PowiB, Loudoun County. 
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NATHANIEL MACON TO JOSEPH H. NICHOLSON.' 

WABHimiTON, April 30. 1812. 
Sir.— 

Today is the Rrcat sheep shearing at ArlinKton; I am in- 
vited and I bctitfvc lliat t shall go. So much for the news in 
the neighborhood. The House of Representatives seem dclcr- 
mined not to adjouni for some time. How long wc arc to stay 
no man can tell ; nor what we shall do no man can guess. I in- 
cline to think that tlic intention of staying Is to grant letters of 
marque and reprisal, and to authorize the issuing of commis- 
sions to privateers. Necessity will prevent any invasion of Canada 
until the regular troops can he raised and assembled. 

The House of Representatives is now thin and the members are 
daily leaving the city. 



I am yours truly. 



Natiianiei. Macox. 



rHANIEL MACON TO JOSEPH H. NICHOLSON. 

Washington, Nov. 7, 1812. 
Sir.— 

Mr, Adams long since wrote to his friend Pinckney. 

that ihey bad fallen on evil times, and wc certainly live in strange 

'From N'attotilet Macon pap«ra. lu poMi-Mlon ol Judge A. B. Hngner. 
of Washinjrton. anil ol Mrs. W. K. Martin, of Rlcltmonil. The Rl[ehl« 
letters are taken from a collection owned br Juitge Drockonbrough. o( 
Tappahnnnork. 

(1) A ni«inb»r ol CoDKroes. 1S01-1S08: Juetloe of th« Marylaod Court 
of Appeals, and a llt»-loD|E frlrad ot Mnoon'it. Nicholson bc^lons*d to 
tbd cot«ri* of pollUeluis, of which Raadolph. Macon, and RIctuud 
Stanford, ot North CatoUda. were members. Tber were often called 
ibe Quids.— E^. 
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ones. Mr. Adams is the leading candidate on the republican ticket 
for tlic election of P. & V. I*, and D. W. Ointon tlie federal can- 
didate for the presidency. Mr. A. was aln-ays in my opinion an 
honest man. but still that does not change the strange appear- 
ance, he and Mr. Clinton nuke in the present contest for the 
Pr«idency. 

Tell Mrs. N. ajid the children. Howd'yc, Howd*y«'. I only 
write in the hope of getting an answer, 
Yours ever 

Nathaniel Macon. 



THOMAS RITCHIE TO ARCHIBALD RITCHIE, 

Richmond, Va.. Aug. 31st, 1813. 
My dear Brother. — 

It gave me great pleasure to day to learn that Mr. 
Muse had left you in such good hcalih after vour late 
campaign to Norfolk. I had frequently intended to have ad- 
dressed you at H. Quarters and indeed the pen was more than 
once in my hand for that purpoiie, but I found on cudgelling my 
brains for something to s-iy that I h.id so lillle interesting to say 
which the papers had not said before me, thai I was induced to 
give over the attempt. You have now however returned from 
the theatre of labour, if not of danger, crowned with the thanks 
and the approbation of your country, and there is no one who is 
not «atistied that you would have encountered the enemy with 
the same alacrity you have displayed in meeting the drudgery 
and privations of a military life, You will find from the Papers of 
to-day. that the Executive arc organizing a fresh detachment for 
the protection of Norfolk and that Frank Preston & Richard E. 
Parker are the Colonels destined to take post at that important 
position. You best know the degree of preparation they have 
made to repel any future attempt on that Post. 

Every exertion seems to be making to bring ihe Northern 
Campaign to an auspicious Issue, Pride alone would induce the 
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Secrciarj- ai War to do somelhing after he had proceeded so far 
£5 to suspend hts futictioni at the Seat of CH)vernmcnt to transfer 
all his attention 10 tlie Seat of War. A liitlc scrap o( good ncw» 
is at this moment of gloom S: anxiety very exhilarating and the 
last night's Mnil which broitght tiH the inteUigcnce of our Indians 
slaying and taking prisoners 87 Indians of (lie Enemy's camp and 
of Com. Chauncey reappearing upon the Lake with a new 
sch'r of 24 gvnit gave a tlirill of pleasure to my nerves from 
which I have not yet recovered. I have great and sanguine hopes 
of the issue of the approaching Contest. Man to man and gun 
to gim and I think we can beat ihcm. The generous principles 
which animate the breasts of freemen contending for their eoun- 
tr>% her rights and her iiidqicndence, appear to m« to be too 
powerful for the mercenary principles of hired slaves. If our 
officers are united and are taught to acquire as much prudence 
and military skill as ihcy possess of gallantry and Enterprise, the 
issue would be certain. A few weeks will however decide the 
contest, and leave us full of spirits in the Possession of Montreal, 
or languishing in disappointment on the confines of the U. Slates. 
Every friend of his country can have but one wish on this 
momentous Question. 

If I were in y'r Place I would make Tactics my study & my 
Pride. You have seen a good <!eal of Sen-ice at Norfolk ; you 
occupy already an important station in the Militia, and may 
aspire to a more difficult and responsible Post. Pew thingi are 
certainly worthy of more rt^jret in our republican institutions 
than the vast number of Militia Officers who are utterly unworthy 
of the Commissions with which they have been honored, If we 
wish to preserve the reputation of our Militia by improving them 
into pood Soldiers nothing is so essential as to be commanded by 
good officers. 

Business is extremely dull in this city. Few things seem to 
interest our monied men except the buying and selling of Town 
Lots. Propcrtj- has attaiiu'd a value which the oldest o( our 
Inhabitants confess ihey never would have dreamt of its attain- 
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ing. $4000 for a half acre Mnimprovcd Lot on the Hill is nothing. 
Many lots, you know, have been taken uji for which no tickets 
have been found. This circumstance & the great rise of the 
Value of E'roperly have suggcsicd an idea to nic which I have 
for a long time determined to lay before you. Our respected 
Father was in the habit of visiting Williamshnrg which at (hat 
day was the great fair of men of business. I am (old iliat Lots 
in this City used to be sold there for little or nothing and I know 
one of the prettiest Lots on the Hill was sold in the Old Raleigh 
for a Bowl of Punch. Now. is il not probable that my father 
took some of these original Tickets or bought some of tlie Lots? 
If he did is it not probable that these Tickets or some Evidences 
of them arc itTM now to be fonnd in his Papers.* Will you attend 
to this? it may be important to us. In the ist place where are' 
lha*e papers? I know there were several interesting Papers in 
the Ttoukcase (my brother William's), which stood in the upper 
room on the L. wing of the House. Where are those Papers 
now? -Vgain. where are the I'apers which fonuerly were de- 
posited in Hour Barrels & Old Trunks in the room next to 
the Nursery? And where are all the Papers which were once 
sent Mr. Robert Brockenbrougb to settle at Fredericksburg. 

I wish you would write me as soon as convenient on this sub- 
ject — And pill me on the track of those papers. I will take all 
the trouble of getting Ihcm together and examining them if 
there be any reason to believe they will reward the search. 

My wife docs not enjoy very good health. She is happy 
however, in having 3 healthy children. She wishes to be particu- 
larly remembered to my sister and her children. And believe 
me my dear Brother to be 

Most affect ifmatcly yours 

TnouAS Ritchie. 
August 31st, 1813. 

I hear now and then from my brother John. He was about 
a week ago, at Ft. Washington, the command of which ex- 
clusively devolved on him. 
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.NATHANIEL MACON TO JOSEPH H. NICHOLSOK. 



Washington, 8 Feb. 1814. 

Sir,- 

Tlie mind of man, is always puzzling itself to account 
for llie motives by which others arrive at certain conclusions, 
which induce them to do certain acts; after puizling for several 
thousand years, the world is about in the same state as when it 
first began to puzile itself with the cnquirj". You will no doubt 
think it strange that I should begin in this strange way. The 
reason is I am punzlcd as all the rest of the luiman race have 
been. 

I have been lead to these reflections by the following informa- 
tion: Gallatin is this morning nominated a minister to treat at 
Gottenburg; making in the whole five if he should be approved, 
to meet the British negotiator. 1 *m sure though I have 110 
knowledge as to the (act that it is done solely to save Gallatin's 
feelings & to have the benefit of his talents if a commercial 
treaty should be formed, but considering the whole view of the 
ca.se it has a puzzling aspect to account why he was not nomi- 
nated when Clay & others were nominated. But enough of this, 
I am politically sick, 

G. W. Campbell is nominated Secretary of the the Treasury, 
He will he much missed in the Senate. Indeed I am at a loss to 
^^gticss, who now will he the defender of the administration in the 
senate: Crawford sent to France. Campbell to the Treasury. I 
do not complain that Campbell is unfit & indeed if tlie choice of 
the secretary must be made out of Cong. 1 do not know that a 
better could be made, really it seems as if Congress was to be 
robbed by the executive of its best friends and protectors. 

Rush, the Comptroller, is nominated attorney General. I sup- 
pose Ptnckney has resigned. 
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i htard the above news in my seal from 3 member ol the 
Hotine. and I give it to you. witlioul vouching For the fncts. 
thniigh I hcHcve ihcm. 

Campbell, removed must make the majority less certain in 
the Senate. 

God blest you. 

Nath. Macon. 
/. H. N. Bait. 



NATHANMEL MACON TO JOSEPH H. NICHOLSON. 



Washikcton, i6 Aprils 1814. 
Sir,- 

In my letter yesterday 1 lorgot to say » word about the 
armistice. I bdievc thai one is or has been the subject of a 
coiTfspondcncf between llie u<ln)iiiistration and Gen! Prevost. 
It was brought about in this way. Mr. Winter a federal member 
from Mafsachuseits received a letter from some respectable man, 
who had seen .Adjutant GcnI. Bains. & Tiains informed him, that 
Prevost wishes an armistice, this letter was sent to the admmts- 
tration and GcnI. Prevost denied Baines had authority for what 
he Raid, but was willing to enter into one. I believe that the admi- 
ral on the station is to be or has been consulted^all this I get 
from the federals, who know more of the cabinet doings than I 
do : One of them told me, that if the admiral consented every 
thing was arranged: Tlie report is that liarclay has been at Bla- 
densburg, I only mention as report, & that he is now gone 
to .lee the admiral, 

GcnI. Jacl<.<oii of Tennessee has again entirely defeated th« 
Indians, probably conquered a peace in that quarter. 
T am yrs sincerely 

/. H. JV. Bolt. 

Nathl Macom. 



LeOa-t Btaring on the War qf J81S. 



14fi 



Washington, 5 Novr. 1814. 
Sir.— 

This liciiip Saturday, I write only lo Icll you, thai tlie 
ietttT which yoii wrote me, on the 3 instant has been received. 

Izard will I fear loose rcpntation. whether rightfully or wrong- 
fully cannot now be ascertained ; an oiTiccr that retreats aft«r 
another lias hecn victorious with the same troops generally louses 
reputation by the retreat: If lizard looses Brown will gain, the 
loss & gain to them will be equal. 

I am apprehensive, that the withdrawing three distinguished 
generals from the army in Canada, will not be approved by the 
nation or the army ; If nothing be done, it will be charged to 
that, & the administration as well as the commanding general 
will loose thereby. 

With great industry we do nothing. TIte feds have made a 
few bitter speeches, which ought to have been answered, why 
they were not is for others to say. I have not been in a condi- 
tion to do it myself, or would have attempted it, although in good 
health, my in$ides are T think wearing out. and that fast. A short 
speech on the removal of the seat of govt, made me hoarse, and 
gave ine a pain in the throat. 

Remember me lo Mrs. N,. tell the children I love them, and 
beh'cve mc. 

Yrs. very truly, 

N. M. 

J. H. Af. 



RicHMoMD, Dec. 15, 1814. 
Mr. Chas. Wo»tham:' 
Dear Sir,— 

Yours of the 9th Inst. I duly reed. — Our Assembly is 
about to lay a tax on domestic sah, added to which tlicre 



lA grocer In Carolloe county, Va., ftnceetor of id Ioflu«ntlBl (unllr 
ta VlrtfnUk 1 
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appears to be some prospect o( peace. Under all circum- 
stances I think it will be most prudent to suspend our views as 
to making salt for the present, at least until wc can hear what 
our commissi oners at Ghent are likely to do. Also, to know 
lint what duty our Assembly will lay on salt, for it now appears 
certain that they will lay a duty on salt, yd per Bushel is con- 
templated. Should our Assembly lay a dtity on salt (of which 
I have no doubt) and no duty be laid on it by the Assembly 
of North Carolina, it may be best to eslablish works in No. 
Carolina, that i.^ provided our coiiiniissioners return from Kurope 
without making peace,— for if there is a peace soon, the 
cost of the cstabtisbment will be lost, 1 have written Dr. James 
Booker and advised him also to suspend his views as to the salt 
business at present. I suppose we shall know by the ist of 
Jany, or lliereabouts, whether there will be a prospect of peace 
•oon. Added to what 1 have said, there is a prospect of »alt 
being much lower, by the spring, at any rate. 

Yrs. Very Respectfully. 

Wm. SBBPAHn.* 

P. S. — I have reed, a letter from Mr. Scholfield since you were 
here, tho. il was respcctini; some salt kettles was to send htm, 
he said nothing of anything relating to you, Mr. Booker and 
myself. In haste. 

What I have said about the salt making business is from 
mature deliberation. I really think it best to know certain what 
duty wilt be laid by our Assembly, also to know what our com- 
missioners will do, as it appears at present that the prospects of 
peace are better than a little while back. 



Mr. Chai. Wortham, Junr., 

IVhitc Chimneys, i» Caroline. 



■A prominent Richmond mprchaiiL 
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LETTERS OF THOMAS RITCHIE-GLIMPSES OF THE 

YEAR laao. 



THOMAS RITCHIE TO ARCHIBALD RITCHIE, 

Thuksday, June Stli, 1830. 
My dear Brollicr. 

X was mucli ilmppointcd in receiving your dispatches instead 

seeing you in person. We had been expecting you for ten 
'days past and ihoiigii wc had rcc'd no message from you. an- 
nouncing my sister's coming willi you yet wc warmly indulged 
such a hope. I am sorry that you did not come and still more for 
the cause of your detention — but wc look forward with certainty 
to your promised visit in July. Be so good as to drop nie a line 
as soon as you have ascertained the period of your visit. 

I was unable lo obtain the A. General's Certifieatc until after 3 
o'clock yesterday, for I was so much engaged that 1 could not 
go upon the Street — and this forenoon I have settled tiie Acct at 
the Auditor's office. The treasurer has given me a check for 
$263.80 which I have placed, agreeable to your instruction, to 
your credit upon .■\cct. 1 shall not be able to send Davy off 
until between 2 and 3 o'clock this evening, and he will reach 
Eliza's tonight and you tomorrow pretty early. 

I have sent you the two last Enquirers in which you will find 
alt the floating news of the day. I have this day had a long 
Conversation with Stevenson and a pretty long one with Mc- 
Dutlie. I infer from the remarks and tone of the latter that the 
storm in S. Carolina is blowing over — that the proceedings of 
Congress for the last few days previous to adjoitrntnent will have 
the efTecl of tranquilizing the excited politicians and of putting 
aside the measure of Nultittfation. I told him very plainly that 
in my o|>inion V'ir^inia would not co-operate in such a measure, 
He said that the most the politicians of S. C. had thought of 
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doing was to declare the Tariff iiitU and void by a Conveniion 
and then leaving it to the Juries to rehisc giving judgment on 
the lievfiiue Bonds. He seemed to thinW thai even this course 
would suon be abandoned, though he said lie had no idea iliat 
Congress, organized as it now was. would mo<Iify tlie Tariff so 
as to make it acceptable or tolerable to the State. I suggested 
to him that the measure might be got rid of by breaking in 
pieces the fabrication which had carried it through — that this 
was to be done by degrees and required time — that the next win- 
ter we might remove the duty on Sugar and thus lessen the at- 
tachment of Louisiana to the Tariff — that by reducing the duty 
on iron and wool we might strike N. Jersey and N. York from 
the Tariff States, and then we mi^ht get back to old times. He, 
however, contended that a reduction on Sugar would be lost by 
a niajority of 30 votes — and that the various interests which 
were involved would slick together, and defeat any gradual or 
detached attack. I, confess, upon the whole his tone is much 
softened down, and that I have almost lost all fears of a Storm 
from tht South. 

Our friends are of course in high spirits from Gen, Jackson's 
Message on the Maysville Etill. It does not exactly come up to 
our Virginia doctrine, but it does a great deal, by arresting those 
mad and corrupting local appropriations for the benefit of this or 
that sectional improvement which was wasting the public funds 
and bribing the Members of Congress out of their Constitutional 
principles. When I hear of the way in which the Old Hero was 
beset by members from the West telling him if he repealed the 
Maysvillc Bill he and they too were gone then — that it would 
scatter dissatisfaction through most of their districts. When I 
recollect how many interests he was going against in taking his 
ground, I am more and more impressed with the ^eat moral 
courage he has exhibited. I understand Eaton and Ingham 
were for his signing the bill — Van Burcn and Branch against it. 
On Thursday morning after sitting up all night, the President 
was very much nettled in their forcing the Light Hotut and liar- 
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bor bill upon him, tilled with God knows liow many little appro- 
priations for roads, canals. «c, etc. in order to force them all 
down his throat or by bis rejeciiiig them, rousing up so many 
various Interests againxt bim. He cxclatiiicd with some wartnth : 
"Let ihcm come on. all — I am ready for them." That bill, you 
know he kept by him on Monday morning and refused to pass 
upon. Webster was very anxious to continue Congress together 
in order to force him to act, and then f;ct materials against him 
for the Summer Campaign. The obligations we are under to 
Old Hickory (or stepping in at this crisis and saving the Consti- 
tution almost at its last gasp, arc great indeed. 

Upon the other great ipiestion (The West India Trade) I can- 
not give you satisfactory information. Most of the Members of 
Congress 1 liave seen or beard from do not seem to augur much 
from McLane's negotiation. At least, so I understand them to 
say from the papers that were confidenlially laid before them. 
On the other hand a private letter or two has been received per- 
haps by the President from Mr. McLanc which holds out more 
encouraging prospects. I know the President told Gov. Duval, 
near 3 weeks ago, that he was very anxious for the arrival of the 
Packet as he was in hopes she would bring a treaty, and would 
require the action of Congress. Yet two or three Packets bavc 
come and no treaty — but the negotiations are sliU going on. I 
do not despair, myself, of a Treaty upon the information I have 
fuid, though of course I can make up no positive opinion. 

This is a matter deeply interesting to you farmers, and just at 
this lime too would have nnioh effect on the coming in harvest. 
I wish to God, I could have the pleasure of announcing the 
opening of tlic W. Indian poru. No news could be more agree- 
able to the Public. t 

All my family is well except Bell who is now with me, since 
her illness she has not been well, and is still ailing. V, Har- 
rison is at Brandon, preparing for (illegible) 

My wife is well. Mary is at home ibongh she has an idea of 
going to the Virginia Springs. William is at the University, and 
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will try lt> graduate this first session in the Oauics. Last week 
he prtMed through his examiiiatiotts in the Latin and this week 
will do so ill tlie Cireck. I1ic other children arc at home. 

My own confinement is nearly as great as ever, though after 
the terrible pressure of the Convention etc etc, on me, I have 
continued to mix more with Company and enjoy it a good deal. 
The low price of produce abridging collections and the burden 
of paying the heavy debt of $2000 to Col. Gooch. $2000 in April 
and $2000 in October following and the heavy expenses of the 
Convention ($t6oo to the Reporters) keep me very heavily under 
the hatches. I ho[»e however to work through, though with 
much pain and inconvenience. My health is pretty much as 
usual. 

Give my warmest love to my Sister and the Girls with their 
families and believe nie. 

Most affectionately. 

Your brother, 
Tros. Ritchie. 

Archibald BUtliit E*q. 



THOMAS TO ARCHIBALD RITCHIE. 

Richmond, Dec. 28, 1830. 
My dear Brother, 

Opie called upon mc this morning to enquire what had become 
of a Letter and draft he had left with mc last Winter (or you. A 
letter from Coiniell to him produced the application. 1 told 

him (illegible) was in my room, but that I presumed the 

first draft had been long since paid .and that it was of no amt. of 
consequence to you now to have tlic Duplicate. I showed him 
both tlic letter and its endorsement ; and we agreed that it was 
est in every point of view to put you in possession of both. 
I really trust my Dr Brother that no inconvenience has accrued 
this apparent remissness on my part. Opie put them into 
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my tiantU the !ast wintor in the very height of all the confusions 
and cares of the Convention. It was a scene almost without ex- 
ample in my life. I threw it into my hat witli my other paper* 
wmi it was overlooked for many months. At length on loolcinft 
into ihc letter I found it speaking of a duplicate. I concluded at 
once that the fini draft had been paid— and that it would there- 
fore be time enough to give you the paper when I should sec 
you over here. Again and again 1 expected to sec you and 
finally the paper was lost sight of, as a thing of little or no con- 
sequence. 

Do examine and let me know whether the ist draft has been 
paid and what you will now do with this one. So that Opie or I 
may know what to write to Conncll. 

LyddiM is the Trustee in my hehalf with Thos. 0"^?'- 

ble) and though I liavc written him letter alter letter about the 

business, I cannot get a line from him in return. P 

(likable) nOH' owes me about $3000 which sum would help very 
much to put me at Ease. 

I have been struggling very hard to pay up my $10,000 to 
Goocli. I have met the notes at maturity — $6000 now paid — and 
S2000 next Spring and $2000 in the Fall It I live it will be (or 
my good — if I die it will he worse for my family. If [ live, I 
sfiall be perfectly content with the bargain I have made. I work 
as hanl as ever, at the same time I sec a great deal more of 
Society. I have a competent reporter from N. Y. to take dowti 
the proceedings of the House and saves me much trouble — and 
I dont pay him $100 a week as I did Stansbury — but 35. Tlie 
Circulation of the Knquirer is increasing rapidly. Since the 
meeting of Legislature about Joo or more. The Convention 
question is all quiet and our Politics smoother than last winter. 

• • ■ • Belle has been with me several weeks and Mary. 
William is at the University— the rest are also here — an<l well. 

You must certainly bring my sister to see us in the Spring 
when we will go down to Brandon where I promise you will see 
as fine a fellow as is in the State and one of the best managed 
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ovcrwhclitied wit)i sorrow on« morning wh«ii the «dored nuid, oai 
entering her chamber, found the mistres!) "cold and lifeless. She 
appeared really to have died uhilc a«1cq>, without a pang or stn^* 
gle. Great was our grief ihui we had not her parting bleMiiig.1 
though we knew thai, if conscious, her last prayer was for us. For 
her chitdrt-n, parliciilarly the younger ones, she had toiled andJ 
denied herself man) ihings that we might be educated and prepared 
for life. For us she liad prayed tn secret and around the home altar, 
leading the family service, pointing us to heaven and leading the 
way. If a pure, unselfish being ever hved to tionor the name of 
Christ, she was one such. She did not profess to be perfected, but 
she -was perfected in this life, as I verily belie\-e. If there was a 
flaw in her character, I do not know what il was. Reared in the 
lap of wealth, with every gratification which wealth could aflord, 
she, in the very cenith of prosperity, was left a widow with siitj 
children, only one able to take care of himself, and the larger part 
of her wealth gone at one stroke." .A disastrous flood added protn- 
bty to llie emliarrassment of <lel>t caused by the (mrchaite of .1 second! 
farm a ^lon time l>eforc hts father's death. "Bui she bravely met 
the crisis. Not then a Christian, she soon became one, and found 
'the God of the widow' an unfailing support. Henceforward t^ 
jiervice of (jod and llie godly rearing of her children promptetl herl 
in every effort, and cheered her in every struggle. I think of her 
now in my old age. a score of years older than she lived to be, as 
Samuel thought of Hannah his mother: as one of those wIk> min- 
istered to OiriM in his trials — as one of those latest at the cross and 
e-arlicst at the tomb of the Lord. The thought and mcmorj- of her 
have been a benison in life's dark hours ; as if her prayers which 
blessed my infant head had never lost their blessing, but were pMcnt 
still. Unworthy as I have l>een of such a mother, I Mill Mess her. 
and thank God she was my mother." This is a portrait wonhy to 
be preserved for its own spiritual beauty and for the lesson which it 
leaches. How nnich the church and the world owe to such mothers 1 
How cliarming the picture of that gentle, modest uxwnan. daily 
reading atoud the Word of God, and offering prayer in the midst of 
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the fatherless family! Richard Irby was never effusive or cxtrava- 
it. but alwa>-» ftoWr ,tn<l caiilious in his jiMlgment and language: 
his testimony carries (he Rrrattsl weight, it sprang ont of the 
depths of his sincere heart more than fifty years after the death of 
tliat saintly woman, and was written iwt for the public eye. but that 
his own children and grandchildren might honin* her memory and 
catch her spirit. "Her children rise up and call her blessc<)." A 
good woman can have no liigher praise and reward than the esteem 
and love of her children, except the rq)ro(ltiction in ihein ol lier 
,own image and hfe. 

The core of Mr. Irby*8 «uiil and tlie motive power of his life was 
''k>vc to Christ. He cannot be di-scribed or undersloo«l if this 
supreme fact be overlooked. Amid all its variety of incidents we 
find a remarkahle consistency due to the piety which began in his 
boyhood, ruled his long life in all its seas<nis. and steadily i|ee])ened 
and widened (o the end. It is interesting and instructive to go hack 
10 its sources. The grace of God was the beginning and the com* 
pleling of all goo<l in him, as in every other case. But the human, 
visible means differ. Evidently bis mother's influence, by her 
prayers, example and teaching, was the first in time, and never 
ceased to his latest breath. He was the yoimgcst of six children, 
William, the fir*t-bori>, was the first to be bom into llie kingdom of 
God. preceding even his mother by a short time. He left Hampden- 
Syditey College in 1839 to visit his rich kin in Alabama, fie was 
then a gay, ple.asure-lo%Mng young man. But he attended a camp- 
meeting in the neighborhood, an<l there became thoroughly changed 
in heart ami purpose. His uncle (afterwards Rev,) Freeman 
Fitzgerald and his wife, parents of the lady who became Richard 
lri>y's wife, were convened at the same meeting, and ilic trio 
joined ttic Methodist Church. The news of his father's death 
^^ hastened William's return to the home of his widowed motlter. 
^BMother and oldest son now united with the small and struggling 
^■class at "Cremliaw's Meeting-house," the birthplace of Methodism 
^Vin Nottoway, Three Crenshaws were its founders, William, his 
son Allen, and his cousin Asa. Asa was a strong local preacher; 
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taught a school during the wedc, and preactietl on Sundays. Atlrn 
WM class- leader, knew much of the Bil>l« by tiean, was familiar 
wilh tile writings of Wesky. Fletcher. Benson. Clarke and Watson ; 
was wise lo guide intiuirers and immature OiriMians. and was held 
in marked veneration and respect by the worldly as well as by his 
brciliren. Hv uflfered an old dwelling on his fann as a place of 
worship. He and William Irby Iiecame close companions, stood 
shoulder to shoulder in ever)- good work, and npeiic<l the first 
Sunday-school in ihai section, These facts arc gathered from an 
unpublished manuscript of Ricliard Irby on "Crenshaw's Cliurch." 
the successor of the old mccting-housc. 

On a week day in August, 1838. there began at Crenshaw's a 
mighty revival. George A. Bain was the preacher 00 the circuit, 
which embraced three counties. Amelia, Dinwiddie and Nottoway. 
The fire started in the conversion of an orphan girl, a Sunday-sdiool 
scholar. The little church was only (he centre of a far-spreading 
influence. Crowds collected, and often several services went on at 
the same liour. Tlie work was taken up at other places; at Ihi 
"meeting-house" itself the converts numbered over a hundred. One' 
of these was. Richard Irby, tlie subject of this sketch. In his auto- 
biographical paper he mentions the building of the new Crenshaw's 
Church, near Itlucks and Whites (now RIackstone). which was 
dedicate<l in C)ctol)er. t845. ^"^ writes, "My motlier, my brothers 
William and Ucnjamin, and myself were members there." As he 
was born September 35. 1825. he must have l>ecn just or r>early 
lltirteen years of age at the lime he became a "new creature in 
Christ Jesus." There seems to have occurred no stop, nor even 
check, to his religious life, but a steady progress in knowledge, 
grace aitd UMrfulness through sixty-four years; then he joined the 
church triumphant. A link between Crcrwhaw Church and Ran- 
dolpli-Macon College is this incident : "This church became famous 
for its liberal contributions to the missionary cause and other enter- 
prises. This induced Rev. H. B. Cowles. then agent of Randolph- 
Macon College ( 1855), to inaugurate at this place the great canvass 
for endowing the college. Here Ur. W. A. Smith, the great tea- 
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ner and popular orator, and Dr. L. M. Lcc, then editor, for several 

fC m sermons and speeches, stirred the popular mind on educS* 

it had never been stirred before. They went away with 

isand dollars subscribed, whkli was the first installment of 

ihe one hundred thousand dollars afterwards secured." We learn 

from another source thai Richard Irby stane<) the subscription. 

The raw boy of fourteen years left the maternal home in the 

I autumn of 1839, and. in company with several Nottoway youtlis, 
ro<ie horseback forty miles to "old Randolph-Macon," near Boyd- 
ton, Mecklenburg county. It was a tender a^ al which to meet 

fthe responsibilities and temptations of collegiate life. The fear of 
God. a fear not slavish, Inn filial, tlie love of home, a cheerful, 
thouf;h serious spirit, and an appreciation of the advantages which 
the colleger offered to fit him for the work of life carried him suc- 
cessfully through the four years' probation. He applie<l himself 
to his studies, took an active part in his literary society, found time 
and zest for reading, and was powerfully impressed by the Faculty, 
from [he President, l^ndoii C. Garland, who. though not <nute 
thirty years old when Richard matriculated, cx>mmanded the highest 

I respect and admiration, by his genius, scholarship and modest 
dignity, to the odd, but pnre-bearted tutor, Harris, whom he so 
humorously descrilwd in his Hi.story of the College. Hiis valuable 
book bears emphatic witness to the wholesome religious atmosphere 
of the inslHution. "Never in the history of the church in Virginia 
has Methodism, in its spirit and economy, been more thoroughly 
exemplified than it lias been at Randolph-Macon. Students were 
required to attend morning and evening prayer and Sunday morn- 
ing service. The members of the church were organii;e<l into 

[classes, with leaders according tn Methodist usage, and class- 
meetings were regularly held once a week. The result and fruit of 
this work was a high state of religious life. Every year, or oftener. 
this life took the form of great religious activity, and sweeping 
revivals occurred, bringing well-nigh all in the college and many 
ontxide under spiritual influence, and many converts into the 
church." Kriendships which he there formwl with hts fellow- 
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sluilenlit, wtto came from many Slates of lh« Sovtb, were kept up 
in after years, and were preeiou» memories to l)>e end of his life. 

Of the twelve who were graduated in 1844, five became lawyers, 
two miniMers of the M. E. Church. South, two pby^icians. and two 
teachers, irby alone "chose the calling; of a farmer or i^amer." 
At the request of their mother, his brother Benjamin, five years 
his licnior, and he undertook to nin her farm on Nottoway River. 
It con8iMe<! of about sixteen huiidreil acre», had been brotigbt to a 
very high state of improvement in his father'^ Itfe-lime. but after 
his death ha<l deteriorated "under the management of overseers, 
who had more ambition to make large cnips than to preserve the 
fertility of the land. Hence it was far from being what it had been, 
but it was still a fine farm." This <]ual)fytng remark, "It was still 
.1 line farm,*' illustrates the habitual veracity of the man wlia would 
not claim for himself a whit nf credit beyond what he deserved. 

We ({uolr from his sketch: "1846 was a m>table year. Il was 
the year I reacticd my majority, li was the year my mother died. 
It was the year I was married." His widow survives him, and we 
must, in respect to her feelinfifs, be sparing in words. But we can 
properly quote a few sentences. "Ttie close of the year (1845) 
was signalixetl by an event which has been more important to me 
than any rther that ever happened. This was the engagement with 
my wife, with whom it has U-en my happy lot to be associated for 
now over fifty-five years (March, 1902)." At a great camp- 
meeting, near Blackstonc, in 1846, she was one of the converts. 
"Tins was a great joy to me." October ist of that year, Riciwrd 
Irby, (wenty-one years old, and Frances Virginia {''iixgerald, fifteen 
years old. were united in marriage at Lcinsicr. the old home of the 
riUtgcralds. where her brother then lived. 

A few days after the wedding they went to his home. Poplar 
Hill, and commenced housekeeping. He bought the other legatees* 
interest in the farm, and became its sole owner. He was always 
awake to the wor}<l's pn^^ress. material, intcllcclual. politick, and 
moral. Il intercsle<l him to reflect that in the year of his birth the 
first stKcessful railway train was rim by steam ; the same year the 
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|£rst move was made to establish a Methodist college in Virginia : 
the year h« went to college ( 1839) the daguerreotype process was 
into practical operation ; the year of his gTadtiation { 1^44) 
telegraphic message was scut. With his uswil devout spirit, 
'be adds. "Since these hcginnings. 'what hath God wrought)' " He 
bclievi-d in the itsc of new niachinerj- ami improvwl methods of 
cultivation on the farm. His old-faslitoned overseer pro*ea.le<I 
against the corn-shcller and running a harrow over the sown wheat. 
Bill he was soon convinced of his error, asked Mr. Irby to order the 
American Parmer for him, and took it as long as he lived. Mr. 
Irby was a succeufiil fanner, ami had a fomidry for the manufec- 
ture of farming implements. In 185.^ he organized the Farmers* 
Club of Xottoway, and was its first president ; the same year he be- 
came a memlwr of tlie Executive Committee of the Vii^nia Agri- 
cultural Society, and was officially connected with this orfi^amzatioi) 
for more than twenty years. In his happy home he welcomed many 
guests, and dispensed a generous hospitality. He was one of Notto- 
way's foremost citizens. 

I In 1861 the storm of war. more terrible than drought, floods and 
hurricanes, burst upon the country. He left business and home, and 
enteretl the Southern service as lirst lieutenant of the Notioway 
Grays, Company "G." Eighteenth Virginia Regiment. He was a 
strict officer : but as Ite set the example of courage, pattern emlur- 
ance, and fidelity to every duty, and was ever kind and considerate 
to the men. be won their strongest respect and confidence. In 
November of that year he resigned, to take his seat in the Lcg:isla- 
ture, to which lie had been elected without his own seeking. But 
when recniisimcnt and reorganization took place the following 
spring, he was elected, without opposition, (heir captain ; the former 
captain, Rqis Connally. a brave and efficient officer, had been com* 
pelleil by'ill health to resign. From that time he was known as 
Captain Irby. In the camp, on the march, on the field of battle, he 
did his dtiiy ((tiielly, patiently, without murmuring, flinching, boast- 
ing, or selfish ambition. Whether civilian or soldier, he had one 
Master, Christ. He looked carefully after the material and spiritual 
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welfare of his men. He led tlimi in worship as in battle. When 
his company had pa&scd through three severe battles with only one 
man sliglitly wounded, i( was said. "Captain Irhy** prayers had 
saved ihem." At the second )>attlc of Manassas he was tieverely 
wounded in neck and slioulder ; disabled for a long time, he was 
transferred to the commissary department in June. 1863, "wtu*re 
he remlerwl most valuable scrvici: in getting supplies fof the army." 
To tile day of his death Captain Irhy was a devoted friend of the 
survivors of his own company, and, indeed, of all Confe*lerate 
veterans, atnl he had a warm place in their hearts. 

After the surrender he retut^ed to his farm and foundry. But 
coimin,' life was verj' difficult and profitless in those dark days of 
demoralization. The tide turned city-ward. In 1867 he was elected 
president of the Petersburg Iron Work*. Tlic next year he becime 
a partner with Mr. Asa Snyder in the stove nianufacturitt); business 
in Richmond. For several years Iw was agent for the fturcau of 
Immigration of Virginia. For three years he served u Secretary 
of the Virginia fiiblc Society. In 1886 be accepted the office of 
Secretary and Treasurer of Randolph-Macon College. Through 
all these years and in all these relations he maintained the highest 
reputation as a man of S|)Otle»* integrity .ini) genuirK worth. 

He served his churdi in District, Annual and tiencra] Confer- 
ences. He was president of the Board of Stewards of Centenary 
Church, in Richmond, when ele<-ted to the ofike which re<)uired his 
removal to .Asbljind. He wa:s a worker and an advocate in the 
cause of Sunday-schools, temperance, education, and various be- 
ncvoIenc«s. A thorough and enthnsia*lic Melh<yli.«, approving and 
loring the doctrines, discipline, and usages of his church, he was 
too large-minded and great-hearted to be a bigot : he had host* of 
friends in the ministry and ninnber*bip of other denominations, and 
rejoiced in communion and cooperation with all good nwn and in 
every good cause. 

If we were askvd what was his chief wonh. and what the chief 
lesson of his longhand eventful life, wc would answer. The practical 
illustration of the ethical significance of the Oiristian religion. His 
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wa» not \\ve shallow morality whose motives fjo no deeper llian 
prudent »elf-inlerest. Hi* religion was vital. exi>erimei)ia). rooted 
in faith ami love, lie was (ille<) with the Holy Spirit ; be walked 
with God, He loved the Bible, private prayer, the home altar, the 
house of the Lord. But this exiwrieiiee bore the sound, ripe fniti 
of sincerity, honesty, justice, purity, fidelity, brotherly kindness ami 
universal tove. His piety was solid, complete and constant. He 
was the same man. a ntan of Ciod, at at) times, in all companies, 
under all tests. "Old Reliable" was a name he won and merited. 
He could be trusted. Men of promineiKe in business and wealth 
and society, whom many persons would shrink from approachinf; 
with advice Of request, listened readily to Captain Irby because tliey 
had full confidence in his pure and tofly diaracter. 

His last years were bis best. His work as Secretary and Treas- 
urer of the College was not merely official, but from the heart. He 
felt a fatherly tenderness toward the students, ami not only servc<l 
them in more general ways, but when they came singly to dratv 
money deposited with him. he look the opportunity to advise them 
personally as a father would bis own sons. He corresponded with 
the living fcraduates of the College scattered throufcbout the Union. 
He delivered addresses on various occasions to the students and in 
behalf of the institution. His History of Randolph-Macon College, 
written at the request of the trustees, is an inicrestini; and pernia- 
ncrrtly valuable book. He published at different |)eriod* of his life 
a^iculliiral, biographical ami reltKious articles. His Bird Soles 
and Other Sketches is a charming booklet. He was called ujjon to 
make speeches on a variety of occasion*, often without previous 
notice, ami he always retponde<l with aptness, huninr and wisdom. 

When the Board of Trustees met in annual session June, 1902. he 
tendered his resignation of the office of Secretary and Treasurer. 
We quote from his letter. "My age unfits me for the responsible 
duties which 1 have ilonc my best to fill. I cannot bear the idea of 
being suddenly called away, and leave so mud) to be turrKd over to 
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a successor. I prefer to do thin while f am living and in a condi- 
tion lo (lo il." The board rcspundcH in ihc following resolutions: 

*'i. That we have received with deep feeling the communication 
of Captain trby. Our confidence in bis devotion to the interests of 
the College, his fidelity, integrity, and sclf-sacrificiiig loyally is not 
only unal>aied, but hat been greatly confirmed by the lapec of years. 

"2. That wc appreciate the delicacy of Capuin IH>y's fcdings in 
the matter, and arc affected by Ihc evidence of his soutid judgment 
concerning our interests, as well as by his own condition, by years 
and the infirmities of increasing age. 

"i. Whik ver>' unwilling to kMe even the least of the service lliat 
he may be able to render, we arc also loath to lay constraint upon 
him, and cannot deny the force of the view which he presents as to 
what his sttdden calling away might involve. 

"4. That we accept his resignation, to become effective at stKh 
time as may be agrred upon Ixiween him and the Executive Com* 
miltee, after earnest inquiry by titc committee for a suitable persoit 
to become his successor. 

"5. That meanwhile the Executive Committee is hereby author- 
ized and empowered to provide such assistance lo Captain Irby as 
be may tte willing to receive, and to fix the compensation for such 
Bervice." 

It was not merely the calendar, but cenain physical premonitions, 
which bade him put his liousc in order. True soldier of Christ, he 
had lived in readiness to depart at any inomenl. He continued to 
enter his office daily, and attend lo the business of the College. The 
end came before a stK-cessor could be selected. June 19th the resig- 
nation had been offered, and conditionally accepted. June a9lh 
he attended Sunday-school, tauglH his class, and by request ad- 
dressed the school on the Kfe of Paul, closing with the quotation, "t 
tavc fought a good fight ; I have finisheti my cooirsc : I have kept 
the faith." Fitting words, if this layman in the twentieth century 
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>f our Lord ha<1 spoken ihnn of himself, as they were fitting words 
[irom the pen of ttiL' great Apostle of the firgi irentury ! 

That same momiiif;, while he wa& li&tcning lo a .termon in Dun- 
fcsn Memorial Oiiirdi. A fainting spdl ^.-ized him, to the alarm of 
[the congregation. He soon rallied, and l»a<le the preadHT. who was 
[this writer, go on. Hut the end was nigh; he grew weaker, and 
died at liis home July 4. 1902, regretted and honored by all Ashland. 
^ young and old. while an<I colored, antl by a vast circle of friends in 
lis own State and far bc}'ond. There were no last words, so far as 
writer knows; certainly none were needed. His life was the 
est [)o»gihte testimony 10 the genuineness and de]>th of hid 
[ faith and faithfulness, and by it being dead he yet speaketh. The 
next day tiR- funeral service was conducted acconling lo the ritual, 
wilhntit remarks, in his home, and concluded at the cemetery near 
ilackslonc. where be sleeps, as is right, in Nottoway soil, awaiting 
[the trump of the rcsurrecrion and the coming of the Son of God. 
But he wa.t "not all mortal." He departed to he with Oirist. which 
[is far better. His wife, nine children — all church members — and 
seventeen grandchildren, most of them professing Christians, sur- 
vive him. Four of his children die<l before him. Hi» father had 
[thirteen children; his wife's father liad thirteen children: he had 
thirteen children. 
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THOMAS RITCHIE. 



BV C, T. THRIFT, A. B. 



" Thcae arc deed* wlikb should not pa«i away, 

And names that muM not wither, though the »rtb 
Forgeti her empim with » jutt dccajr. 

The ciHtavrra ftnd the entlaved, their death and birth." 



THOMAS RITCHIE was born in tlio village of Tappahannock, 
which is situated on the KappahaiiiKMrk River. 11)e tUle of 
hi* binh t* Kovnnbcr 5, 1778. He died in the city of Ricbtnood 
July 3, 1S54. The record of his work is found in i)»e dusty pages 
of the Richmond Enquirer, of which he was editor for over forty 
years. The result of his work, who can say ? 

Thonw Ritchie spmig from a Mock whkh lias l>een distin- 
guished for its talents. His kindred have been fanKMis in aflFairs of 
nate. His father was Archibald Ritchie, a merchant, who came 
from Scotland. His mother was Miss Man.- Roane, daughter of 
William Roane, of Fssex county. He was a fir^l cousin of Judge 
William Ilrockenhrough, of the Couti of Appeals of North Ctro- 
(ina; of Hon. Jdin Roane. M. C, from the District of King Wil- 
liam, and of Judge Spencer Roane, of the \^irginia Court of Ap- 
peals, who narrowly missed being Chief Justice of the Supreme 
Court instead of John Marshall.' He was a second cousin of Judge 
Thomas Ruffin. Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of North Caro- 
lina, whose father. Sterling Ruffin. married Alice Roane. Such 
were some of the kinsmen of Tliomas Ritchie. Many of the ntosc 
prominent people of Essex to-day are descended from this stock — 
an ancestry of which any people might be proud. Their temple of 
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juMkc is adorned with (lie portraii* of iiuny of the illustrious sons 
Essex, among which is tKat of Thonias Ritchie.* 
,\l (he age of ,six he was <Ui)rive<t of the counsels of his fxther. 
and tiicnccfonh the responMliility of the child's education am) train- 
ing wan entirely in the hands of his mother. The family had an 
aptness for the har, as has already been mentioned, so his mother, 
who was very anxious for her son to study law. hail little diRiinlty 
in persuading him to enter the law office of his uncle, Judce Spencer 
Roane. He <levoied hinijielf to his studies with the utmost assiduity. 
and would doubtlesis liavc been an eminent juri.st hat] he ixintinued 

Kin that profession. But young Ritchie was extremely conscientious, 
and hij conscience forkide his pleailiiig a cause in which he could 
ncH believe. He, therefore, gave up (he practice of law. and devoted 
limsclf to medicine. But as he was very sensitive, he abandoned 
this Ufa. His next work was teaching in the city of Fredericks- 
burg — a work which he found very congenial. His pupils were 
studious and deeply interested, but over-application undcrniine<l (he 
young teacher's health to *uch an extern thai his ciMisin. Judge 
Brockeiibrough, declared thai neither teacher nor scholars could 
endure such c-xccasive mental labor. With much sorrow they bade 
each other ui/iVii. Even at such an I'arly age Thonws Ritchie had 
made <juite a reputation as a scholar, on account of his classical anit 

^kcientific studies. After closing his school, he ran a book-store for 
several months. Such was his early life. 

.\boiit thi» lime there was great need of a journal in Richmond. 
Judge Spencer Rtane" eslablislied tlie Iiichmo»d Bnquirfr, and 
Thomas Ritchie was installed as editor. In the light of subsc* 
qucnt events it seems that the man and the opportunity had 
met. In the tield of journalism young Ritchie found ample spacv 
for the display of his wonderful talents. Journalism was not then 
what it is to-day. nor what it was when he left it. He rose above 
his profession, and then elevated that to a plane which it had never 
uccupieil before. He found the newspaper a mere purveyor of 
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aews, iiid sutKcrvicnt instnimeiu of polilicaJ leatdrrs: he made U 
the means of directing the public, and mouldinfr public Miitiment ; 
he left it a mighty power in the land. He was amonf; the first creat 
newspaper editors of AnK-rica, and he it was who laid the founda- 
tion of journalism upon which Greeley, Bennett, Raymond and 
others built.* 

On May 9. 1804. he issued the first number of ihe Enquirer. His 
salutatory is very unicgiie and characteristic of the man. We give 
it in full : 

"On the extent of his own resources tlic editor is not prepared to 
advance any pretensions, however small, or to disclaim any. how- 
ever exorbitant. His altcniion t<» those practical suhjects which 
interest the feelings of others, and his ifrnorance. even in Ihe ways 
of the world, may pcrhapit Ik- compensated by some little profkiciKV 
in theoretical researches. But <m Ihe strength of lii^ r.eal he i« 
willinfi to indulge the most encouraging hopes. Should his consti- 
tution experience no material change from the sedentary life which 
he has long passed, and which his present pursuit will force him 
to continue, he thinks he has little reason to dread many deviations 
from the plan, or much diminution of the zeal with which he has 
commence<l his editorial labors. He fondly hcipcu that whenever 
the lime shall come when necessity or inclination shall induce him 
to abandon his present pursuit, he may be able to lay his hand upon 
his heart ami imiutge the consotalory reflection that he has not 
injured the interests of his countr>-, and that he has not dishonored 
the high prerogative of the press or his own personal honor,"* 

Such was the beginning of the great editor's career. It was not 
long before the influence of the Enquirer was fdt in the land. 
'Though it was essentially a political journal, nevertheless its col- 
umns were always enlisted in morality's cause. It was clean, being 
always free from wlialcvcr was sensational. It would be <iif{iculi 
to overestimate the influence of this paper, not only upon Virginians 
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and llie people of the South, but upon the whole Anicrkaii iwople 
well, !t has been asscned that Thomas Ritchie wielded an influ- 
ence as great or greater than any other nian of his linK. Ttie 
Richmond Enquirtr oecupicd the plate next to the Bible, in the 
imation of the Southern Democrat. Indeed, it was called the 
mocratic Bible. 

Mr. Rilchitr wa> niitliing if not a Democrat. He was a strong 
adherent of Jeffcrsonian principles, a thorouffh muster of the science 
of ]H>lilic£. and a true exemplar of its ethics. Al the same time, he 
taught the whole duty of citizenship, and defined the true relation 
of government to the governed. We have already allude<) to hi& 
great infiuence. Iltigh lllair Grigsby says of him:* 

"And ihiii leads me to *ay that sitting at the clerk's table busy 

taking notes were two men. not nieinbers of the body,' not holding 

ivil office, who wielded a greater influence over the people of the 

late tlian any other two men, . , . The elder of these [Ritchii'l 

for a (luartcr of a century had edited a journal, which was the 

leading organ of the State, with a zeal hitherto unknown in our 

Is, and with corrr spoiling success. He had taught the people 

> think his own thoughts, to speak his own words, to weep when 

le wept, to wreathe their (aces with his smiles, and. over and above 

, to vote as he voted." 

Prom the time Mr. Ritchie issued his first paper he took a promi- 
nent part in the discussion of all the questions of the day. He was 
always among the lirsl to express an opinion, and thus he exertdl 
great influence in moulding public sentiment. Absolutely fearless 
in declaring his own views, he felt the utmost contempt for the man 
who did not know which side to take, or who wailed umil a tjuestion 
as decided, and tlien espoused the victorious side. Thus be com- 
lents on tlie Baltimore Patriot, which was afraid to espouse either 
de of the Missouri Compromise : ' 
The Baltimore Patriot thinks it* 'all n^t and correct.' though 

• A<l<lrest before ihc Virginin Hi»torical Society, Decwnber ij, iSsj. 
•Conveniion o( iS^Q-'.ia 
'EtUiMirtr. March 7. iR» 
'The Compromiie. 
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it cotifesscs it wouM have appeared like prcsutnpiioii (presHtnpHc 
in a freeman), while lh<: controversy was pending, to liavc obtrude 
our remarks." 

As might be ex|iecte<l, Mr. Ritchie had no easy course to run. 
While men everywhere recognised liis talents, many of them has- 
tened to hurl at him their shafts. hicWd, the maimer in which tte 
was attacked was but a compliment to his genius. Boys who iiad 
just laid aside their swaddling clothes, statesmen who had lost ofBce. 
or sought it under a new .lystem. writers of every degree dipping 
their pens in ink not unmixed with gall, sought to impair his sov- 
ereignty, but sought in vain. Men apparently sought qitarrcis with 
him for the sake of notoriety, for surely they did not expect to 
pierce the armor of such a man with the weapons which they 
wielded. 

The Whigs were very hostile to him. and even went so far as to 
charge his father with being a Tory. This impious charge was 
refuted in the Enquirer by some t-nlenteil writer, ujiing the ttom-de- 
plume. "Peter Farce." Mr. Ritchie also alluded to the matter very 
gracefully, and calleil attention to the action of the British u\mn on« 
of their visits to Tapi>a ban nock. It seems that on the occasion 
alluded to they broke o|)en the vault, demolished the coffin and 
otherwise desecrated the ashes of .\rchibald Ritchie, because of his 
hostility to the Rritlsb. W the same time, he reminded his assail- 
ants that his brother, faptain John Ritchie, fell at Lundy's I-anc in 
defence of his country. 

Other editors frequently picked qiiarrels with ilie e»lilor of the 
linquirer. bringing various charges against him. These he fre- 
i;uently replietl to at once, but sometimes they accumulated on hi« 
hands. 'ITien he would lay aside the discussion of the weighty 
political (|ue«tion.* of the time, and administer a little chastisement 
tn hilt brother editors, and then quietly resume his lalxirs. until 
an aecunudalion of charges again provoked him to the combat. 
In the H'l^HrViT of May 14. 1811. we find the editorial column 
beaded "Private Accompts." We purpose to touch upon ihosei 
which are in a large manner self-explanatory. The first one was" 
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with the l-ederal Ri-piibluan, of Kalliniore. »vliicli sliows (be esti- 
mate pJac«t upon Mr, Ritchie's writifi|*s. and also his character. 
The Federal Republican had pronoiincv<l liis editorial on Smith's 
retirement from the Cabinet as the production o! Mr. Jefferson's 
pen. In taking it up, Mr. Ritchie first calls attention to the fact 
that for iome reason that copy of the Feitentl Rffiuhliean was not 
sent to the Enquirer's office. He then characterizes the .'iiateinent 

E a falseliiHxI, and says further: 
"Let us nail this fih to tlie counter. We pronounce that thii 
piece not only is not from the pen of Mr. Jefferson, but ihat he had 
not the most distant or indirect concern in it. We father no man's 
pieces, he he ever so (li.scinguished. Nor will we suffer any man to 
bear the responsibility of our own. 'llic piece was from our own 
I>cii, and what is more, it was submitted to no eye whatsoever nntil 
it came from the press. It was struck off at a heat, btil we have 
rcx'iewed it over and over again, and. what is more, we have labored 

lirou^h all the false, tedious and impudent commentaries of the 
urora. and we can boldly assert that there is no line which dyin^ 
we would wish to blot, not a line at which wc hlush. not one which 
we do not believe to be foumletl in immutable truth. 

"There is an apparent tunify In notieinj; the above, for who 
woiUd not be proud of the honor of bcinR seriously thought capable 
of wielding a pen like Mr. Jefferson? Itut as the compliment wai 
paid US at his esjxnise for covert and miscliievous purpose, we 



jKmusi nail the counterfeit to the counter." 



tto 



The next "accompi" was with Gerard Banks, editor of a paper ui 
Fredericksburg. Banks had infonned the public of the rupture 
Itetween (he Aurora and the Enquirer, and had added, rather know- 
inffly, that the editor (Duane) of the former held an office, while 
the editor (Ritchie) of the latter wanted one. The reply was as 
follows : 

"Now, how the Sieur (Jerard should knoxv this we are at a loss 
know. The imputatt<»n which be makes is utterly false. The 
editor of this paper never did expect, desire, ask for. or in any 
pc whatsoever solicit of Mr, Madison, the President of the 
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Unil«il State*, (or the use of him. the said editor, any office, con- 
tract, or concession uhaiM^ver, whvtlier lucrative or honorary, atid 
when Ihc said editor shall accept, aide for, or in any shape whatso- 
ever solicit of the President aforesaid, for the benefit of said tiltior. 
any oAke, contract, or cumniisaion whatsoever, may the right arm 
which wields this pen forever lose its cunning, and his Pkkss for* 
ever lose the confidence of his countrymen." 

This is a very MruiiK .statement, hut Tliotiias Ritchie lived up to 
it ; for it was on this very i^round that lie declined lo a»tist his 
hrother'fi protcg^, who went to htm (or a letter to (he authorities 
at Washington." 

.At one time his nephew was given a naval appointment, and, as a 
compliment to Mr. Ritchie, the commission was sent to him to pre- 
sent to ihe young man. He returned it to the authorities, saying 
that he would not depart from his avowed custom. 

In this ankle I shall attempt lo give the great e<lttor's views on 
the most imporlnnt questions. It would he impossible to give them 
all. as he discussed every subject, and that, loo, in a masterly and 
exhaustive manner. 

He had as mucli to do with bringing on the war with (Ireat 
Britain in 1812 as any one man in the Union; it appears even thai 
he cxcrte<l a greater influence in that direction tlwn any other man. 
He ilenounced thtr iinWcility of Congress, and agitated the question 
imtil the President and Congress were forced to adopt war-like 
measures, .\merican vessels were being searched and many seamen 
taken therefrom. This was done in the most insulting and con- 
temptuous manner, yet many people were opposed to making a 
stand against England because of her strength. When ComiiKxlore 
Rogers atKl Captain Bingham made an attack on the Liilie Belt 
because of these outrages, many papers criticised them severely for 
oflfering an insult to Englaml, the mistress of the sea. Mr. Ritchie 
sconiexl such an attitude, and commended those men for avenging 
the insult offcretl to their country. He declared that he was tired 
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jof u-ords, proclamations, etc., and wi»hcd lo sec the ihinK come to 
[an issiK. In the severest temis tic scored the Federalists (or 
("knuckling" to Great Britain. Many papers and prominent itieti 
' appealed to the people to submit on the ground that England had 
sudi great puucr. and that the country would be heavily burdened 
^rwith iaxe«. The latter argument had great weight with the masses 
^of the people. Uui Ritchie raised his voice in protest against such a 
mercenary argument. He asserted, on behalf of the Virginia De- 
mocracy, that they were willing to make any sacrifice rather than 
submit to dishonor, and that to stand hack on a question of taxes 
was to show an unpatriotic spirit. His utterance reminds one of 
the words of Patrick Henry, "Give me liberty or give me <leaili." 
He Iioped for peace with France, but dctircd a contest with (ireat 
Uritain. and declared it America's duty to prepare, if need be, for 
Bwar with both. William B. Giles. Senator from Virginia, evaded a 
(leclaration of his position, and was absent a great deal from the 
Senate Giamber, spending the time at his home in Virginia, [n a 

I letter to him Mr, Ritchiv arraignccl him in the most fearful manner 
for iiis inertness ami shirking oi duty at such .-i critical mocuent. 
At length Congrc.w was aroused to action by the activity of Mr. 
Kitchic, and when it decided to adopt strong measures he was 
delighted. When Presiiliiit Madison sent his message lo Congress 
advocating war. the editor's joy knew no bounds. He commended 
the message as clear, concise, and logical. But his work did not 
cease with the dwlaration of war. He was energetic in advocating 
decisive action, and goaded the Republican party imtil they did 

I adopt vigorous measures. 
The next (luestion of .special interest i$ lliat concerning the re- 
newal of the charter of the United States Batik. Mis utterances in 
opposition to this measure were stmng and forceful. He l>elieved 
the measure unconstitutional, and declared the {ollowin£ theses had 
to be prove<l : " 

'r. That the Constitution gives power to the United States to 
establish a liank. 



"Enquirer. May ao, 1815. 
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"2. That the withdrawal of seven niillions of specie can facilitate 
the return of State Banks to specie pa>'ment. 

"3- That throwing thirty-five to seventy millions of paper on the 
market can relieve il of its flood of paper. 

"4. Thai a National Rank will purify our mixetl and <1cImi»«(1 
circulaltnft: niedinm. 

"5. Thai if llic United Stales taxes arp only to be paid in note* 
of the National Bank, in what way arc those notes to be secured? 

"6. Whether the mother lonk can safely pm out notes enough to 
answer the demands of I'niicd States delnors evcii in (he towns. 

"7. That, embarrassed with all these things, it will be an advan- 
tage." 

Mr. Ritchie was not opposed to a National Bank established by 
a constitutional grant at an opportune time; but lie declared ihai 
not only was it an infraction of the Constitution, but that liic lime 
was not propitious. In the fall of 1815 ihc Enquirer asked the 
banks to appoini committees tu consider the banking question; to 
secure unifonii action, and to consider the advisability of returning 
to specie pavnicnt. 

Allusion lias already been made to the numerous contTo\-ersie« in 
whidi the editor of the F-nquirer engaged. In 1815 he had a battle 
royal with the Aurora, of Pbiladclpliia, of which Duanc was still 
the editor. That paper had a|Kvstatise<l. and when thus accuse^l by 
Ritchie, Diume pleaded guilty, and brought the counter-charge of 
sycophancy on the part of the Enquirer. Now Ritchie prided him- 
self on his independence of character, and. as might be expected. 
BUch a charge broiiglit forth a vigorous reply. In an editorial of 
I several columns length he sets forth his policy as an editor.'* This 
is valuable, as it gives us ttial policy from his own pen. The 
-substance of it is given below. He a«k» if it wa» sycophancy in the 

" When it appealed to the principle* of representative government 
in 1806. and called upon Jefferson to lay down his power after eigh; 
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irs of »ervi«? Wtwti it ikiiouiKCtl the report of Ihc Ya^oo com- 
mission, thouf;li received favorably by three Cabinet councillorsf 
When it took a slami in 1807 upon the Trench Decrees anil British 
Orilcrs. (or the first limi- announcing u irutb nol then known to he 
the p'ound of ih<- adniiniMratinn. hut wliidi for five years directed 
all diplomatic corrcspondctKc ? When from that time till June, 
1812, it never ceaseil marching straight on advocating energetic 
measures? When il bshed .and goadefl Congress for its imbccitity, 
or whenever it faltered in its course of action? (And when the 
^^nquircr called fur an appeal to arms, where was the Auroraf) 
^P "When war was finally declared, what press was more eager 10 
^Bce it conducted vigorously? Wert- we playing the sycoph.1111 when 
^we denonnced Eiistis as Secretary of War? Or when we de- 
nounced Congress." and that. too. when friends, party and personal, 
begged us not to interfere ? No press in the country defended the 
Constitution acconling to the principle* of 1798 and 1799 more than 
llie Enquirer. It was the first to denounce the renewal of the bank 
charter, founding that objection on the principles of 1791. and the 
report of the Alien and Sedition I Jws, and even placing before the 
President his own spcivh of 1791. We did not wait for our cue 
from Washington, but appealed at once to principles of 1798. I^t- 
^ters from Washington denounced us. but we kept on detiouncing 
the errors of every Republican sinning against principle, exposing 
jallatin. etc. Whilst we maintain the rights of the Uniterl States. 
<ie oppose the usurpation of the rights of States." 
The last sentence is illustrative of Ritchie's course. He was an 
amest advocate of States' Rights, and vehemently opposed any in- 
Fringcment of those rights. 

Mr, Ritchie was a Democrat, and it would only be natural, there- 
fore, to expect him to discuss fully tlie question of the tariff. This 
It qticstion was before the .'Xnii'ricaii people no less than thirty 
les between 1789 and 1843. '' \vould not be possible to present 
his views on each one of these, nor wouhl it be necessary to do so ; 
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but some review o{ his altitude toward tlie subject is neccssar>' to 
any adequate sketch of his career. He himself give« this in sn 
etiilorial headnl, "The Higli Tariff Syslcm as a Revenue Policy." " 
Me proceeds to sliow that l)ie advocutes of prolt-iliun have put 
Ihcntsclves in a dilemma, for while they advocate all mechanical 
inventions fi>r increasing commercial and shippinj; facilities, they 
place high duties to rcMricI commerce. He claims that they lack 
consistency. He then takes up the larifT. and calls attention to the 
two eras: (he first ccM»pose<l of fifteen tariffs, covering Ihe [KTiod 
from 1789 to 1816; the secotxi composetl of an equal number, 
extending from t8i6 to 1843. The first was a revenue system. 
L'nder thiji system few specific duties were laid, and nothing was 
known of minimum*, (ienerally the tax was according to tht- value. 
If a discrimination was made for protection il was below, not above, 
the revi-niu- limit, .\i a rule, the rale of the tariff was much less 
than 20 |xr cent. 

The second period was one of protection. Under this regime the 
discrimination was made above the revenue limit, and sometimes 
amounted to 200 per cent., (he tax upon hixurii-s being lowest, thai 
wix)n necessaries the bighe*t. The tax on Ma<leira wine was 5 per 
cent., that on salt was 150 per cent. Ritchie declared that the old 
system was honest, but the new one dishonest, lie then proceeds 
to show, by two ubies. that the old policy was best for revenue. 
During the first period the revenue was very steady, showing very 
little Huctuation. The period began with a revenue of four and « 
half millions for four million i>eopIe. and ended with a revenue of 
seventeen millions for a population of seventeen millions. In 1817. 
when the protective policy went into effect, the revenue amounted 
to twenty-six millions. In 181H, first year of new system, it fell to 
nine milliom, while in 1S19 it rose to twenty millions, .\fter a lapse 
of two years it went down to thirteen millions, and in 1841, when 
the population was more than seventeen millions, the revenue was 
only ten million dollars. In r843, witli a population of eighteen and 
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a half millions Ihcrc was «vcntecii and a hnlf millionft revenue, 
which waft ten millions Ir^s ihan in iSi^. with a poptilatton of only 
nine millions. The necotul i>ericKl was marknt by great fluctuations. 
the treasury bcinp at one time liistewled, the next empty: one (lay 
scattering ahroixl. ilie next begp^ing. He calls attention la a report 
made lo the Senate by the Secretary of the Treasiir>-. Tliat oflkial 
reported that upon Mxieen articles under tariff of 1842 the increased 
prices paid by consument was nineiy-four tiiilHoti dollars, of which 
eighteen million dollars was cross revenue, which, after the expense 
of collection bad been deducted, was paid into the United States 
Treasury. The remaining seventy-six million (lollarit went to «well 
the coffers of manufacturing capitalists. Thus he show^ that under 
a system for revenue ihe people arc not burdenetl. while the treasury 
n!ceive> more actually than under the protective .system, and, in 
addition, under the latter the people have an enormous burden to 
bear, which benefits, nut the government, but wealthy I'apitalists. 
Such were the o)>inions of Mr. Ritchie upoti the tariff <]ucstioii. 

While the country was defending its neutral trade during the 
Napoleonic wars, and afterwards busy organizing its system of 
politics and commtrce. the slavery question wa* making inroads 
upon the country, dividing the Union, and threatening its dissolu- 
tion. It came to an issue temporarily in the Missouri Coinpromije. 
Mr, Kitcbie recognized the gravity of the question. He says." 
"The present crisis is one whicli requires all our discretion, firmness, 
ami public s|>iril. Let but an amicable spirit pervade lioih e|uarter« 
of the L'nion. and we still hope that Inith and justice will prevail," 
He regarded it as eompromiiting the Constitution, and violating the 
riglits of a sovereign state. He opposed the Compromise in vigor- 
ous terms. The Enquirer of that time contains many masterful 
argimicnis on the subject. He declared: 

"1. That the Constitution oughl never to Ix- amended and so 
modifieii as to permit Congress to restrict a Stale on the question 
of slavery. 
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"2. That as the Consiilution n<nv stands Congress has no right 
to restrict the territorial governniciit5. (Squatter sovereignty.) 

"3, That were wvn every constitutional iiiipc-dimrnt removed as 
10 the territories, the bill Iwforc the House of Representatives would 
he unconstitutional, as it ts intended to shackle future sovereign 
Slates. 

"4. Tliat even if the Constitution permitted it. the Compromise 
under the bill is grossly disproportionate, unequal and inexpedient." 

The yreat editor was keenly disap|mimeil at the result, yet his 
words at that time show liis love for the L'nion: '• 

"The tleed is done, The treaty is signed, sealed and delivered. 
11ie Compromise which threw tliis city aiKl tliis Comtiionwealth into 
a tiaine, and suspended for a week the Electoral Caucus, is consum- 
mated. W« stibmit, it is the duty of goo<) citizens to hold by the 
sheet anchor, the latv of the land, .so long as it remains a law. W« 
bow to it. though on no occasion with so poor a grace and so bitter 
a spirit. The South and West arc wronged; tliey must feel impa- 
tient. Tliis Union is too dear to us all to t>c torn asunder. \Vc 
priie it too reverently to me<liatc any blow at it. Some, indeed, 
have though! fit to augur a dissolution of the Union from the late 
agitating discussion, but in truth the present question never seri- 
ously jeopardised it. whatever might have been the panic which was 
got up ioT the occasion, We t^e leave of this question with the 
bitterest disappointment. But with all our dts()uietude and regrets. 
tbcre is intermingled one ptcasurcable emotion, thai the high-minded 
citizens of Missouri have succeeded in their wislies, and are about 
to enter the Union unsli'int of their beam.«. free, sovereign— «n 
equal fooling ivith the originat Slates." 

1 have alluded to the great influence wliich Mr. Rtichte wielded 
not only in Virginia, but in the entire country. Men high in au- 
thority were glad of an approving word from the "King of the 
Democratic Press." The following extract from a letter written by 
Mrs. Tyler to Mrs, Gardner coiifirins this statement : " 



" Emquiffr, Match 7, i8aa 

" Lcller* sn<! Time* o( tile Tykrs. 
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" Phksiuknt's Housk, December 6, 1844. 
"... TcU AIcxaikUt tbc Kins of tl>c Deniocratic Press, 
Rilcliic, is out wilti » p<?rfc(.'t vtilogy of the Prc-sideni's Messa^. 
To sn- litnt go so far we did lUK exjHfct : but he say« it ii tlte abkst 
iiicii»aKe lie rciiicnihcrs ever lo have read, lliis is another great 
triumph, for the tone of that paper gives a voice to Virginia, if not 
the whole Deiiiueratii' pariy." 

Mr. Rtichic was an ardent advocate of the annexation of Texas. 
There was hostility shown in many (juarters to its admission. I>tit 
the F.mitiirfr cxertnl i(« whole influence in favor of it. We may 
learn aomelhtng of the infiucncc he wielded in this controversy from 
the following in the National iHlcHigftuer. May 25, 1847." under 
llie title. "The .-Vdniinistration and its Organ"; 

"ItA editor [of The Union, a new administration organ, which 

Ritchie had been oallc<! to Washington to edit) had not been a week 

, installed in his present official (wsiiiim before he Iwgan to foretell 

lie existence of war with Mexico, the curse of which, by his infiu* 

'cnlial agency in the Texas annexation scheme, he ha* hail more to 

_do in inBicling uiwn the ccwmlry than any other jierwin wliatcvcr, 

aol excepting President Tyler himself, or the speculators in Texas 

'stock and lands, by whom he was surroundeti, coiinsclkd and 

^impelled to his unwise course." 

Now the Intclligrncer was a reputable paper, and ils opinion ii 

'worthy of coitiiideralioit ; for ex-President Tyler wrote a letter lo 

the editors of the tinquirer (the sons of 11ioma» Kiichie) in regard 

[to the above- meiiiioncd article, in which he says that "the Sational 

littflligfncer dc*ervotl!y rank*, among the most reputable journals 

of the day. . . . and will hereafter he regarded as otie of the 

|lights of history." 

Then he s|)eak]k of Mr, Ritchie a$ follows: 

"Now I do not mean to oltject 10 the ascription of great influence 
Mr. Ritchie, then senior editor of the Rithmond Enqnirer, in 
to carry 0111 the cause of Texas .innexatton. Far from it. 
Tlic course of that able and latentc) editor has been scnsiblv fell 
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uti all questions of public policy for mcvre ihut u t|uarter of a 
tury ; and T do cheerfully confess ihai when tlte Enquirer cspouse<l 
the Texas cause I fell increa»ed assunincv of the ultimate consutn- 
ttiation of that great measure." 

In the la«i years of his life. Thomas Jefferson read but ofic pAper. 
which was ihe Euquirer. Mr. Ritchie was witfioul doubt the ablcsl 
exponent of the views of Jefferson. In 1823 the Sage of Montkellti 
wroi« to a friend in Philadelphia thai he had i^ven up all the 
papers except one. He mid, "1 read but a single nowspa|KT. 
Ritchie's Enquirer, the best that has been or \f. publtithed in 
America." In a dispute with James Watson, of the Sew York 
Courier and Enquirer, over ihe bank {]nestion. Mr. Ritchie was 
chari^cd by that editor with having liHtt the favor of JelTcrsoii, am) 
with being characterized by him as "a chanijcling" and "an apos- 
tate." TI1C Whig press seized upon these rumors and spread abroad 
the new* of Ritchie's downfall, declaring he had been disgraced 
in the councils of his own party. Ritchie proved the worthlessness 
of this charge, and producetl letters which showed conclusively thai 
he was heW in high esicein by Mr, Jeffer*<>n all ihrougli his life. 
Tlie ]>apers were so overwhelmed that ihey at once made the amende 
honorable." 

The annexation of Texas became (he great issue in 1&44. Tjdcr 
had been a Whig only in his opposition to Jacksonian jirinciples. 
which departe«l from the doctrine of Jefferson ; otherwise he was a 
atrici construct ioni»t, and an a^lvocale of State*' Rights " As was 
natural, he wished to receive Ihe high office by the votes of his 
cmmlrymen. and thus became a candidate. This threatened a 
division of Ihe Democfiitic |>arty. some following Tyler, others 
espousing the cause of James K. Polk, the regular Democratic 
candidate. This divisioi). if unchecked, would give the cleclion tu 
Gay. the Whig candidate. Mr. Ritchie was a skillful i)arty leader, 
and he arose to aven the impending evil. He appealed to Tyler 
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I'ithdraw, aiid so great was his influcDCc (liat Ik- succeeded in 
influencing him to wiilidraw. This insured Democratic success." 
A( the elcclion which followed Polk was elected, and in due time 
ntered uj)on the dulieA of hi?, high ofRce. He hail not long assumed 
the reins of Rovemnient heforc he became disgusted with the half- 
hearted support of Blair and the Globe. So he turned to I'homas 
Ritchie, of the Enquirer, for support. It was at his retiuest that 
Mr. Ritchie went to Washington to take charge of The Union, the 
H.ad mini St ration organ. Leaving the Enquirer in the hands of his 
"■«on», he went to the Katioiial Capital and entered upon his ne«- 

duties. Mr. Folk found in him an able defender of his policy, 
^■j The lirst great question that came before the administration was 
^H^^^rd to the Oregon Territory. Many of the news|>apers at- 
^PlHwd the administration for its policy in regard to this <iucstion, 
^But Mr. Ritchie showed that the President's course had been con- 
sistent throughout. He niaimaincd that nnr title was good up lo 
54° 40'. He declared that we had acquired it by treaty from Spain, 
^knd that our claim had been ratified by Mexico ; that Spain had it 
^Hby right of discovery, conquest, occupation, and contiguity, and 
^Kthai he liai] never been convinced tliat any of these rights had been 
Inst by treaty with England or any other nation. Therefore, he con- 
cluded that by reason of our treaty with Spain our claim was valid. 
While tile boundary was settled on the forty-ninth, he still main- 
tained that our right was good to 54° 40'. Other papers ttad 
urged arbitration or compromise, but he opposed the idea, and 
urged that we demand all that was ours. 
^B Ritchie remained at Washington for four years, ably defending 
^^tlie course of the administration. At the end of that time, he retired 
to private life, much to the delight of his family. He devoted him- 
self to the study of poetry and mathematics, of which he was verj- 
fond. 

Many who have read Ritchie'.s discussions have seen nothing but 
an irascible tem(>er. They have been impressed with the fierce in- 
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rcctivc. biiinR sarcasm, and kwii satire, in the use of which he was 
admittedly a iiiaHter. They have i-«ncUided that Mr. Ritchie courted 
dispute for dispute's sake, but in reaUly a majority of ilmsc eoniro- 
versies were provoked by otliers. It is true that he never shrank 
from a discussion, atid nnce the Kaunttet was ihrnwn down, he was 
not the man to refuse to take it up. Once he had entered the contest 
he held on, with a Imll-dog tenacity, till the contest was decided, 
which almost invariably meant victory for his side. Rut while he 
engaged in heated discussions, and dealt fierce blows upon hi» 
enemies, be alwny.-i fought fairly, for he wa)> the soul of honor, and 
naturally felt contempt for the coward. Notwithstanding the bilter- 
nesK which at times markeil his conduct of |K)!i(ical Inttles. let it 
not be supposed that he iiad no tender traits. He wah a man of the 
noblest impulses and of a sympathetic nature. His description of 
the burninfj of ihc theatre in Richmoml is a remarkable production. 
His heart was so full, his sympathies so aroused at the awful catas- 
trophe that he could scarcely find utterance for the feelings which 
-so nearly overcame him. He jKHirett forth his sympathy for tlie 
grief' St rick en pei>ple in a style s<) plaintive, so pathetic, that it t»eg- 
gars description." 

In letters to his family and friends we find further evidence of 
the tenderness of the man. In speaking of his family, he always 
<hd so in terms of endearment. His IcUcrs to his sister-in-law upon 
the dcati) of her husband, Archibald Kitchic, who had been for 
many years his only brother, is written in a very comforting man- 
ner. He speaks in the highest term.* of his brother, who was very 
dear to him, and mourns with her the irreparable loss which she has 
sustained. He expresses great sorrow at being imable to attend the 
funeral and pay his respect at the grave of hi.* beloved brother." 
In private life, around his own fireside, surrounded by his loveil 
ones. Thomas Ritchie was kind, gentle and alTectionate. 

While Ritchie spent hi* life as a writer, he was not withotu ability 
as a speaker. He was dubbed h\ Ihc Whigs a "sweat -house ora- 
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lor." " A» a speaker he was clear, carnesl, Hucnt, effective, and al 
times i-ioqucnl. 

An amusing story is told of Mr. Ritchie. He was very fond of 
the phrase "wirier lingcrinp; in the lap of spring." Once when the 
spring was tiuite late, John Hampden Plea.*am*. of the IVhig. who 
had ridiculed Ritchie for using it so often, said that it was time for 
the phrase to appear in the Enquirer again. The very morning that 
this appeared in the Whig, the linijuirvr came out, atxl in hi col- 
umns were found "winter lingering in the lap of spring." 

Tn person he was tall and lean : he had a brilliant eye. |in>niini;nt 
chin and Roman nose; his profde wa» so dislincily marked that if 
once seen it was not likely to be forgotten. His presence was com- 
manding. His movements were very (jnick, ami in walking he 
leane<t slightly forward. \\''lien speaking he had a habit of placing 
his hand upon his chin. In regard to dress he was very particular. 
He clung with a great fondness to the old Myles of Virginia dress, 
wearing low shoes sau\ silk stockings. He did not spurn the duties 
of the toilet, hut was by no means foppish. 

After retiring from the editorial chair Mr. Ritchie spent his life 
in the bosom of his family, revising his studies, reading the Holy 
Scriptures, culling the gems of pi^iry aud song, and contemplating 
the beauties of rural scenery. He was a well-preserved man. there 
being no premonitions of decay, His sight and hearing were re- 
markably well preserved ; he was able to read the finest print with- 
out spectacles. M lengili the silver cord was looseil, and on the 
3d of July, t854, in the seventy-sixth year of his age. Tliomas 
Ritchie, the ablest editor the South has yet produced, full of years 
Hand full of honors, ceased from his labors. 

h 

"PrORi llie laci thai ibc Drtnocrmx held their mcelingt in the iweating 
of a tobacco warehouse. 
3 
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ABEL PARKER UPSHUR. 



BY R. K. H CABR. 



EARLY mention of the name of Upshur is found repeatedly in 
connection with "the grandees of the county" of Northampton, 
"the land of the pine and the myrtle"; and the tombstone bearing 
the ingcription — 

"In memory of Anhur UpKlinr, born in y* County 
o( Emcx in y° Kingdocn iif England, whci <li«d 
Jamiary 36, XJO^ in y* 85'" Year of hii AfC," 

is still to be seen, with that of Mary, his wife, at Warwick, or 
"Quinby's Tarm." in Upshur's Neck, Eastern Shore. 

Abel Parker Upshur was one of a family of several brothers and 
Slitters. He was born in Northampton county, Va., June 17, 1790. 
His ancestors came to .'Vmcrica more than two hundred years ago, 
and settled on the Eastern Shore ; there the family has remained to 
the present time, "cultivating the soil, ornamenting isociety, genera- 
tion after generation, with some of its most virtuous, intelligent and 
useful members. This is one of the oldest (amitie« in Vii^nia. and 
is remarkable for .staid habits and .sterling worth." ' 

His father, Littleton Upshur, married Ann Parker, a sister of 
Col. Thomas Parker, called "Hangman Tom" by the Tories of the 
Revolution, and captured tn Mathew's Regiment at the battle of 
Gerraantown. When Earl Harcourt rode along the line of ragged, 
worn and drooping rebel prisoners, asking each what his occupa- 
tion liad been. Lieutenant Parker stood erect, and when his turn 
came to tell who and what he was, nrplicd to the question of the 
Earl by saying, "1 am, as my father before me was, a gentleman, 
and be d — ■ — d to you t Who arc you ?" * It was from such stock 
as this (hat Abel P. Upshur sprang. 

He was at his grammar school just at the moment when tlie doc- 
trines of state and popular sovereignty began to be successfully 



*SoulStr% LUtrary iitatngft. December. 1841. 
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tanglit. and he lived to encourage thew prinoplts to a great climax. 
Ill the year of hh birth Dr. Fraiiklin presented the lirst petition for 
the emancipation o( .slaves. According to Mr. Wise, this was tlic 
bi-ginning of thf acts which irritated sectional antagonism, aroused 
religious antipatliies, foineiiled jealousies and discord, disturbed the 
legislation of Con{*rcs8, and finally caused civil war. The world 
was being shaken and disturbr<l by tlie French Revolution, followed 
by the wars of Napoleon. The politics of Europe naturally affected 
the conditions in America, and resulted in the Federalist and Re- 
publican parties. The Federalist party wa.i made up of men of 
aristocratic tendencies, and was continually brought more and more 
into »ym|)ailiy with England. The Republican party, on the other 
hand, sympathized more with the strugyles of l-'ranco. The LTp- 
ahurs, like many of the leading families of the Eastern Shore, were 
"blue-light" Federalists, and strong opponents of the jefferjonian 
party,* though, like the Rliclt-s the Elliotts, and many others, of 
Sotitti Carolina, they afterwards became the strictest of the strict- 
constructionists, and Abel P. Upshur's greatest effort was directed 
against the teachings of the Federal school. Young Upshur was 
thus under Federal influence from his earliest childhood, and was 
thoroughly and fully imbued with Federal ideas by birth, by educa- 
tion, and by the men and events around him. for not only were his 
i parents and most of his anjuaintances. Federalists, but his private 
tutor, Mr. Gideon Tondinson, of Connecticut, afterwards a member 
of the United States Senate, was also a Federalist. 
When Upshur was fourteen years of age his father decided lo 
gend him. in company with his brother Arthur, to Yale C<rfl«ge. 
His name, with that of his brother, appears in the catalogue of 
Students, in the junior class, issued in November. 1805 — that ts, as 
belonging to the class which was graduated in 1807.* Tlie two 
brothers did not finish their course at Yale, but left there the 
fotlotving May. and were examined and admitted to the junior class 
at Princeton College on the sixth day of the month. They were 
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passed from ih« junior to the senior class on September 33, 1806; ' 
but again circumstances interfered, so that Abel did not complete 
his course,* "ll seems that several students were su&pendcd by the 
Faculty, for what ccrtaitdy appeared a sufficient justification, but 
the other students thought the manner in which it was done 'luijust 
and precipitate/ Tliis brouRht them into collision with the Faculty, 
who, in order to break up the 'combination,' referred Ihe ntattcr to 
(be Trustee*. Tiiey made a careful investigation, which ended in 
the expulsion of L'pshur and ten other students ; many were also 
.iu^Ijc tided." The mimiles of the Faculty bear record that Abel 
Upshur appeared before the Board of Trustees on April to. 1807, 
in defence of his conduct, as a leadinf; memlier of the combination 
anions the students to resist the authority of the College. Dr. 
Smith described the speech he made upon this occasion, in justifica- 
ttou of his conduct, as one of the fiucsi displays of argument and 
eIoc|uencc he ha<l ever heard. This occurrence was a serious blow 
to Princeton Collcfce. for the following year its catalogue shows a 
great falling ofF in the students enrolled, the number bcinf; only 
113,' 

LTpshiir then returned to '■V'auclusc,"' his home, in Nortliamp- 
1011, In 1808 Ik- went to Richmond. \'a.. 10 begin the study of law 
under William Wirt, possibly the foremost lawyer al the Richmond 
bar. }citm Tyler was Governor of Virginia at that time, and bi» 
son. John Tyler, Jr.. afterwards President of the United States, was 
stu<lying law in the office of F^mund Randolph. Mr. Tyler tells 
us* thai he and Upshur became members of a debating society in 



'Pkculiy Minutes of Princeton, a» eukmined by Mr. Henry C, Ckmcron. 

*Mr. Wise ha* AMertcd, in hit "Seven Decades." dial iM cxpalsion of 
Upshur wa» due to politioi. This, however, i* incorrect. Tlie ditpatc is 
known in the litgiory of Princrron as the Grtai Rebctlion, itnd wai due to 
iRttibordinmion. as brought out in the MinutCH of the Facidty. 

' The home is now standinft. and is occupied by I>t. John T. Wilkitx. See 
"Tlie Uivl We Uvr." Vol, T. 

'"The Deatl of ihe Calnnet," an oration delivered ai Pcicrnburg, April 34, 
1856. 
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Hkhmond, with others of llicir own age, and ttwre young Upshur 
look his early Irssons at public speaking. 
■ He says that L'pshur "had brought to the study of law a mind 
richly stortd with all the Icannng of the academics, and his infor- 
mation was so arranged that, like a wctl-ordcrcd arsenal, the vari- 
ous weapons of attack and def«ie< were readily seized upon as tlie 
occasion rcquirctl. He used, with force and power, the broad sword 
of Richard, or the keen scimeter of Saladin. He had but to appear 
at the bar, and his success was acconiphshed." From the displays 
of eloquence made in this debating society "it look hut a small 
share of the spirit of philosophy to foretell the future that awaited 
hkn." ' 

After two years' study in the office of Mr. Win. L'pshur was 
admitted to the bar in 1810. Now began the most trying lime of 
his life. The days that ftdlowed were full of hardsJiip and of toil. 
His father. Mr. Littleton Upshur, died at "Vaucluse." August 27. 
181 1 , at fifly-five years of age, leaving his estate somewlial encum- 
bered. Young Upshur immediately set to work to rid himself of 
debt. Mary Upshur Sturgis says, in the Magasine of American 
History," that "it is a well-known fact thai for one entire season 
he subsisted on bread and cheese ptircliased at a neiglihoring shop, 
while his sleeping apartment was the summer house in a garden in 
Franklin Street ; all this in rigid resolve to free himself from deht^ 
debt incurred for his collegiate expenses, repaid afterwards when 
the family estate had been happily engineered through all its vicis- 
sittutes — the gi>od son and brother resolutely refusing ime eenl 
therefrom while his mother lived or his sisters were helples.s." The 
social life at the Virginia mclro|>oIis was then in its hey-day. yet 
Mr. Upshur graced it rarely with his presence. When he appeared 
in society he was costumed plainly, but as became a gentleman. 
He preferred 10 lead a (juiel life of study, preparing himself for the 
demajids the future would make upon him. rather than engage in 
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the pleasures of sockty. He was. however, * member of Jerusalem 
Lodge of Ancient Free and Accepted Masons, which is now extinct 
in Rictimoiul, and at one time master of this lodge. 

Surrounded as he was hy such dislinguislied men as Mr. Win, 
Mr. Wickham. Mr. Hay, Mr. Call, Mr. ^Varxlen and Mr. Randolph, 
one might well feci misgivings for Updiur's success. His expe- 
rience at the liar of Riclmioiid appears to have been a vcr>* suc- 
cessful CHIC, however, and within a short time he rose to a position 
of prominence. The records of ihe Hustings Court of the city of 
Richimind show that on motion of Mr. William Mar.*liall, the .At- 
torney (or the Commonwealth, Abel P. Upshur was appointed 
Assistant Attorney, on the i8th of May. 1816. On the lOth of June, 
in the »aine year, he was elected full .Attorney, by a majority of llie 
rotes of the Common Hall, to succeed his principal, Mr. Marshall, 
who had died in the interim. He ser\'ed as Commonwealth's Attor- 
ney for nearly seven years. We are told that hi* slyttr i>f speaking 
was "unexceptionally good, and his arguments forcible ; they were 
set forth in sentences remarkalile for terse an<l vigorous language." 
"He was a lawyer of recognized ability, a clear and lucid reasoncr, 
8 forceful speaker — more of the style of Webster than of Clay, 
however, for he is said lo have used few gestures," " 

.After practicing law in Richmond for thirteen years, Mr. Upshur 
removed to his patrimonial residence, in Northampton, and an- 
nounced himself a candidate, at the spring elections of 1S23. for the 
House of Delegates. He was elected by a good majority, and in 
■November, 1834, returned to Richmond, wearing the laurels of his 
first political triumph; not as a jjoor, unknown law student, but as 
the representative of one of the oldest counties in Virginia, and a 
member of the most aristocratic law-making body in America. 
Here he associated with ;m<l matched his abilities against such men 
as Linn Banks, of Culpeper, Speaker of the House for twenty 
years; William F. Gordon, whose plan for representation was 
adopted by the Convention of i829-'jo as a compromise to the one 
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service of five years in Congress ; and niany others of exceptional 
ability. Mr. Upshiir immediately took a prominent position among 
his contemporaries, and many anecdotes arc related of his elo- 
quence, his power, and his wit. "The most powerful speech of his 
life that 1 heard." says Mr. G, W. Munford. "was <iclivcrc<i in the 
House of Delegates on the proposition to repeal the law which pro- 
hibited a man from marrying his wife's sister. (Named in the 

tatutes "The Ineestiioiis Marriage Bill.") 

".'\t that lime old General Samuel Blackburn was a member from 
the county of Bath. He was a remarkable man, too, in his day, 
a grim, morose old gentleman, who had a peatHar intellect of 
bis own, wbich displayed uiKoinnion ]x>wers, but delighted nio^I 
cutting bits upon other members, and his blows had been given 
so hard, and repeated so often, that he became a terror to the young, 
and the old avoided encounters with htm. He had never failed to 
turn the laugh upon his antagonists, and make them subjects of 
ridtciilc and of mirth. Mr. Upshur had delivered a masterly effort 
in favor of the hill before the house. When he concluded, luving 
delighted all beyond measure, the effect was manifest upon the 
beaming countenances of his audience, and in the quivering tear 
that hung on the uitdried lid, and which rough men were a$ha:iied 
wipe away lest they might unfold their weakness. General 

lackbum undertook to dispel the illusion, and by the employment 
'of his old weapon* to break the force of the argument. He let *lip 
all his dogs, and attempted to worry the game by snapping and 
barking, but as long as he conlincd himself to howling at arguments, 
^which were untouched and iitiiuipaired, a playful smile only lighted 
Mr. Upshur's face. At length, however, he took another tack, 
iled his personal appearance, drawing upon liis fancy for 
jlfthigs derogatory to his pirrsonal character, and he essayed to 
laugh him to scorn, and throw him into contempt. Then I saw the 
great man's bosom heave, and his countenance seemed to grow 
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radiant with a glow— the inspiration of ihc orator filled his sou]. 
Upshur replied in tones that moved the hair on one's h«ad. am) told 
that his blood was up. tic was as calm as be is who. in danger, 
knew no fvur. With ln<^as»^c<t step and slow, he stalked alonj;;, be 
t>alancc<l hi* words in his hand.>) lo see that ihcy were well chosen 
and of the proper wei(;ht. There was a solemnity around that you 
could feci. He kept removing the little impediments from his path, 
and a.'i he advanced he prew warm, energetic, chaste, sublime, and 
when at last he had acquired the proper pitch, and felt that the 
keynote liad rotisetl his brain, he lurne<l upon his foe — 

"' And. wiih a withering look. 

The war denouncing trumpet took.' 

and his words hissed and scorchc<l. Then he left, as it seemed, tite 
hatcftd tticme.'and he would come back to the subject in debate, and 
with a mellow voice, soft tones were ilropped, as if the lighter 
shades were thrown in to make the darkness gloomy and the niglii 
more black. Then he wotdd serenely recall the imputations on his 
person and character that had roused his ire. Assuming tti« tones 
widi which he first began, he drove right onward, and stdl he kept 
his wild, unaltered mien, while each strained ball of sight seeined 
bursting from his liea<l- 

"I never 9.hall forget thai day. I never shall forget the look of (he 
denounced and discomfited assailant. I never shall cease to re- 
member the i|x;ll which bound the hearers, and how men gave 
expression to their feelings by pressing .around the i;peaker when 
he had concluded, giving him Ihe cordial grip of the sympathetic 
han<l, Such is a faint effort to give you some idea of the roused 
and animateil Upshur." Tlii.* speech w.is never completely re- 
ported, and, as he liad no notes, it is lost, except to the memory 
of those who heard it. 

When thirty-six years of age Mr. Upshur married his cousin, 
Elizabeth ,\. II. Upshur, daughter of John Brown Upshur, of Ac- 
comac ctxmty. Va, The issue of this marriage was an only child, 
Susan. In the same year (1826) his uncle. Judge George Parlcer. 
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nd on itic loih of December thv Legislature apjininted Abel 
P. Upshur lo fill the vacancy thws caused on the bench of Uic gen- 
eral coun. A* a judge lit was unsurpassed by any on iht bench in 
his day, and his decisions are remembered a^ the most able ones 
delivered in the districl." His worth inay be summed up in the 
'ords of Wise, who said. "He was a large, comprehensively pro- 
'foiind jurist." 

Mr. William Archer Cocke, nephew of United States Scttator 
William S. Archer, witnessed a very striking scene in Judge Up- 
shur's court while be was a student al William and Mary College. 
He says that a younp soldier attached lo the regiment stationed at 
Fortress Monroe was arraigned before Jiulge Upshur for trial. 

tnnder the charge of larceny. "As the man was about lo be placed 
on trial, with leave to plead, some one from the fort said he wished 
to present an order from the Colonel. "What is it ?' said Judge Up- 
shur. It was banded to the Judge, and was an order demanding the 
<kliver>' of the prisoner to the bearer, slating that be was demamled 
as a United States soldier, subject to martial law. and that the court 
must return him to the Colonel. Judge Upshur wrote on the order, 
and handed it back to the bearer, "The prisoner has been indicted 
Hjlor violating a law of Virginia, the penalty is the penitentiary: if 
^hie prisoner is found gnitiy he will be sentenced, and .sent to the 
^^wnilenliary ; if not guilty, he will be discharged.' saying. 'Deliver 
this to the Colonel.' and saying to tbc Commonwealth's .Attorney. 
"Mr. Soucball, have the prisoner arraigned, and proceed with the 
trial.' Upshur was much applauded. He was as quick as a flash, 
^bs determined as xvas necessary, and as firm as tbc old walls of the 
^■■fort from which the prisoner had deserted. The jurisdiction of the 
court was unquestionable, though some weak-minded I'cdcralists 
differed from the light of tbc Bench." 

Judge Upshur continued the practice of law and as Judge of the 
District Court until elected, in 1829. to the convention called to 
revise the Slate Constitution. Upshur's position in this convention. 
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eottqxMed of Monroe. Ma<li^n, John Marstiall. Doddridge, Gordon, 
Leigh, Tyler, John Randolph, and others, the first men o( the State, 
if not of the Union, was conspkuoux. It was the most famous body 
ever gatJiercd togetlier in this State of famous gatherings of great 
men. The convention was composed of three parties, each of which 
had its solution of the basis of'rcpresentation. The first, and most 
numerous, contended for a basi.4 of while population ; tlie second 
contended for a basis of white population and taxation combined, 
and the third for a basis of Federal members." It was reserved 
for Judge Upshur to solve the problcin. and after the convention 
had been dead-locked, and progress blocked for over a week, he, 
together with his colleague from the Eastern Shore, Thomas R. 
Joynes, in a spirit of conciliation, offered a plan which efleclually 
solved the question. After some chanijcs. mainly as suggested by 
Mr Gordun, his plan was finally adopted in preference to those 
submitted by Marshall. Leigh and others.'" John Randdph, of Roa* 
nokr, arose and taunted the rrmaining members of the convention 
by saying that they had all spoken and wrangled for a week or 
more without coming to any conclusion, and that they cnuld agree 
on nothing until "the fishermen of the Eastern Shore proved lo be 
the champions of all that is sacred lo this ancient Dominion, and 
have shown us the way. Our defence ha.« fallen upon that 'figure 
of Arithmetic." of Accomac (Joynes). and that 'figure of Rhetoric' 
of Northampton (Upshur)," The plan, as finally adopted, wa* 
broader. deej)er. included more, an<l wa.4 more <iatisfactory than 
that offered by any other.'" It was the worthy product of a deep 
and far-seeing mind. 

In this convention Mr. Upshur delivered a long speech on 
whether, in the apportionment of represeiualion in the House of 
Delegates, ri^rd should be had to the white population exclusively, 
or in place of the word "exclusively," the words "and taxation com- 
bined." He argued that the majority should not rule exclusively ; 
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It the minoTity'^ ritirhts should be considered as truly as the 
ajorityV This was "lllv one siirpa^ing speech which carried the 
jueslkin." " ft look him two il.iy* to rieliver it. ami. »t the request 
Fof his friends, it was published in many of the papers and collections 
of speeches of the day. 

During the discussion he said. "I ain laboring for aU Virg^ima. 
and dear lo me as is the hope that my own native county may have 
Bbcf s^arate re]>re!ieiitation under the new ConMitution. I will not 
permit that, nor any other consideration merely local or temporary, 
to oppose any obstacle to a just, fair and wise arrangement of this 
pcrpkxing subject." " In reply to this speech, Mr. Doddridge 
said, "1 feel myself both relieved and delighted by the frank and 
^friendly course of the gentleman from Northampton, and particu- 
irly by that sincerity which tlie gentleman displayed towards those 
[ipoGed to him. ilc has furnished us an example which I hope to 
litate, and be has lessened our labors, by such a candid statement 
of the principles relied upon to support the amendment under con- 
as leaves no room for doubt," "His ureal speech on 
tT'^llluUuuiiuiiit of representation." said Mr. Tyler, in "The Dead 
of the Cabinet," "stands almost, if not ciuite. unrivalled by any other 
delivered in the convention. For thorough development of the con- 
servative principles on which the foundation of the government 
thoukl rest, and in which it may be said to have it» origin, or for 
power of illustration and for logical acumen, that speech may be 
regarded as constituting a monument to Abel Parker Upshur which 
will last as long as the language in which it was uttered is spoken. 
No man. however £.\tcnsive his reading on the science of govern- 
I mcnt, can rise from its perusal without decided benefit and im- 
^Bprovcment." Upshur was a member of the Conunittee oil the Ex- 
^BOtive Department. It was his wish lo increase the Senate so as 
^Ennikc it more of a check upon the House of Delegates. He was 
also in favor of the Governor being elected by the people, rather 
than by the Legislature, and to serve one term only. 
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Undtr the new Constitution Mr. Upfllmr w« made Judge of the 
Third Judicial District, April i8, 1831. and served on the bench 
until President Tyler railed him lo liis Cabinet as Secretary of the 
Navy, September 13, 1841. 

While Judge of this Third District Upshur occupied his leisure 
in writinfj a small octavo volume of 132 pages. An Enquiry inla Ihe 
Natun and Character of Our Federal Governmenl. Ii was written 
to appear in some of the periodicals as a review of Judge Story's 
Commentaries on tbe Constitution of the United Slates; but the 
author finally decide<l to present it to llie public in book form. 
Accordingly it was published at Pliiladelphia in t840. and its suc- 
ceM was such as to justify a second edition, which was publislie*! at 
Petersburg. Va.. in 1863. It was reviewed in some of the principal 
periodicals in the country, and recommended, in the strongest terms, 
to public favor, .At the tin^ this work was published, the author, 
whose name was not widely known, had not been elevated to a posi- 
tion of any prominence, and there were no collateral circumstances 
coimected with his anthor^ihip lo attach any jartirular importance 
to the political doctrines and opinions therein expressed and main- 
tained. But as soon as the Judj^e laid aside his robes, and ex- 
chantrcd his seal on the bench for a seat in the Cabinet, his opinions 
were possessed of a weight and importance such as to recommend 
them to the consideration of every one. "Judge Upshur had long 
been known n* ;in able writer, and one of the most polished con- 
tributors to the periodical literature of the country — upon which 
field his labors before the public, other than professional, had prin- 
cipally been expended." '" The style of the volume is clear and 
vigorous: the language grammatical and apt; its reasoning is 
adorned with a perspicuity and strength which clearly indicate that 
ihc writer had a scholar's regard of the advantages which argu- 
ments derive from a logical agreement of parts. The first eighty 
pag«!i of this book show "that the Constitution is federative in Ihe 
power which formed it. federative in the power which adopted and 
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rstiiiecl it. ftdcrative in the |»ower which smuins and kecp^ it alive, 
federative in the power by »vhich alone it can be altered or amended, 
and federative in the structure of all its dqiartments ; and that in 
no reject can it be calle'l a consolidated or a national government." 
Tlie rest deals with the question. "Who is the final judge, or inter- 
preter in constitutional controversies?" 

L'pshur was a strict constructionist, and a staunch advocate of 
States' Rights doctrines. He thought that all cases not proper for 
judicLit investigation, such as cjuestions between a State and the 
United States, ought to be decided by each State for itself. It was 
with a propliclic signiAeance lliai he said that there was "a natural 
and necessary temlency in the Federal (Government to encroach on 
the rights and powers of the States. As the rcprcscmativc of all 
(he States, it afFords. in its organixatiun. an opportunity for those 
eoRibinations hy which a majority of the Slates may oppress the 
minority, against the spirit, or even the letter, of the Constitution. 
There is no danger that the Federal Government will ever be too 
weak. Its means of ag;grandizement arc so niunerous, and its temp- 
tations to do so arc so strong, that there is not the least necessity to 
iNi^/>- any new power in its favor. The States, on the contrary, 
have no motive to encroach on the Federal Government, and no 
power to <lo so, even if they desired it. We should incline, there- 
fore, in every doubtful case, in favor of the States." " The latter 
part of his book examines certain features of the Constitution, 
without regard to their bearing upon politics, but rather a* matters 
of general concent, Calhoun said llial Judge Slory was completely 
demolished in this review, and that there was nothing left to be 
sa><l in behalf of the theory of the States' Rights men. and once 
expressed regret thai L'pshur could not have I>een matched a^inst 
Webster, for "in eloquence he was his equal, and in reasoning his 
superior." " 

Upshur was opposed to the veto power <rf the President, and the 
system of checks of our Constitution. He thouglit that they inter- 

■ An Enquiry inio the Nature and Charaaer of our Federal Const! Hit ion. 
"Ju.Irc William Archer Cocke. 
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fcred too much with tcf^&lation. He was opposnl lo re-eligibility 
of the President, because it was loo great a lemplation for him to 
use his powers corruptly that he might secure his reelection. He 
objected to one man holdini; "so vast and dangerous a power" as 
tlul of appuintineut to office. Tlic cause of these faults lie attri- 
buted, in a large measure, to the "confidence which the country 
reposed in the virtues of Washington, who alone, of all the truly 
great of the earth, never inflicted an injury upon his country, except 
only such as proceeded from the excess of his own virtues. His 
known patriotism, wisdom and purity inspired ua with a confidence, 
and a feeling of security against the al>uses of power, which lias led 
to the establisliment of many prece<lent». dangerotm to public liberty 
in the hands of any other man." " 

The selection of Judge Upshur as Secretary of the Navy in 
1843 met witli general approbation; it was especially fitting on 
the part of President Tyler to call to his Cabinet this ablest of 
Virginia jurists. At this time the Navy i>cpartment was miser- 
ably mismanaged, and abounded with abuses and corruption. The 
report of the chief of the Medical Dqiartment showed that 
out of the api>ropriations for medicine, there liad Iwen pir- 
chascd blue frock coats, cassimerc pantaloons, whiskey, stationery, 
hay. com, beef, etc.. etc., to the amount of four thousand 
dollars, all of which articles were purchased from particular 
persons, and double prices paid." Upshur entered upon the 
pcrfoTHiance of his duties witli a patriotic determination to make 
the cfficieiic) of the Navy what it should be. His reforms were 
broad and sweeping. To-day the sailors" thanks are due to Secre- 
tan,- Upshur for aholisliing flogging. Judge Upshur "practiced a 
ay.«em of rigid economy ; but while the expenditures were limited 
to the actual necessities of the service, new efficiency wa.* imparted 
to the Navy. To him that department is greatly indebtetl for its 
present organization, which places at the head of bureaus veteran 
commanders, who, from their intimate acquaintance with the 
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of the scrvici*. an- best qualified to provide for thinn. Under liim 
also rose tlial structure (the Hydrographical Survey ami the Na< 
jktional Observatory), over which was placed Lieutenant Maury, 
whose name has filled tht- scicntilic world, and to liim is also due 
.the organization of (tu- home squadron, whicli. while serving as a 

sta guarde. watcheii over and protects the commerce of the coun- 
in neiphlx)ring waters."" 

His first report reciomtnended a Urge increase of ships, seamen 
and officers, invc^viiifr an additional expense of about two and one- 
half millions o& dollars in the naval branch of the service." After 
much discussion, the increase wan carried by one vote, in spite of 
the protests of Mr. Woodbury, Secretary of the Navy under Jack- 

■n. and many of the Icadinjj members of Ixrth houses of Congress. 

'psliiir's sucoe^wTs justified him in talcing this step by demanding 
even larger appropriations. 'Hie naval policy of the United States 
has always been a iptestion of party division, the Federal party 
favoring a strong and .splendid navy, the Republicans advocating a 
moderate establishment, adapted to the purposes of defence more 
than offence. Under the administration of Tyler, all the branches 
of the governmeni being of the &ame |K>litical party, and retaining 
the carty principles of the party under the the name of Whig, llie 
policy for a great navy di-veU>ped itself with great vigor." 

Mr. Wi.ic says that, upon ihc resignation of the Cabinet in 1843. 
Mr. Tyler had "ready at hand new men, unhackneyed politicians. 

*Df the best calibre, far superior in qualifications to those wIm had 
retired. Such a C'abinel, Iwforc or since, has never been formed 
in the United States, for either natural powers or cultivation in 
law and letters, and for experience in the applied science of govern- 
ment. Each was mighty, and it is hard to say which was mightiest : 
each was a full peer of Webster, and we would like to know another 
Cabinet of which that can be said." Mr. Up»hur then presided over 



■"The Dead ol die Cabiiicl." See Soulli^n Literary Mtttrngrr tor lev- 
ers! intcresttnff arliclct on ihc N.tvy under Upshur. 
■ Thirty Vcari* View. 
" Nile's Rcgiislcr. Seven DecnHcs, etc 
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the Navy Dopartmcnt. He was compcttrnt. however, to fill any 
office un<lcr tlie goveniiiient, and ha«l iniproveil bis department by 
judicious reforms which arc destined lonr; to be fell and acknow- 
Inlged: accordingly, lie was placed at the head of the State De- 
partment on the restgnaltoii of Webster. The same imlu&try and 
broad-minded principles characterized him in this department ss 
bad been so effective in the Department of the Navy. 

The administration of Tyler is especially important — and Upshur 
was one of its most important members — in thai it wisely and well 
settled the Nortbeastem Boundary (pie.Miim i the Caroline ((ticstion, 
or the right of search; the Uank and Tariff questions, and the 
Sonthwesiern. or Texas question: concludcft the Florida war. and 
passed an act authorizing anned occupation of the Territory in 
dispute. It settled the disturbances in KItode Island, and main- 
tained the established law, which oiiKhi to have been a precedent for 
establishing the position that ihe States were not to 1>e questioned 
by the Federal authorities as to the supremacy of their established 
Slate govcrnmi-nts." It retjuin-d the best men the country could 
produce to deal with these questions, the cfTecls of which would no* 
end with their tenure of ofRce, but be transmitted to posterity, 
which influence the policy of the nation for generations to cotne, 
and the results aliow that lh« best mm were brought fonvard to 
deal with and to settle these dis|>ittcs. 

Upshur's messages arc '"models of state papers, and beautiful 
blocks in the monument of his fame." The morning after his first 
rqKMl was sent in Hugh S. Legar^ inquired of one of the Repre- 
sentatives from Virginia why Mr. L'pshur had not been sent up 
before to magnify Virginia's rightful claim to a race of pre- 
eminent men. When loJd tliat the reason was that tl>e Mother State 
of the greatest men had so many like him *he could not send all 
her jewels at once, he' said that he had read his report once, and 
that it was so pure in its style, so perfect a model of what a message 
ought to be, that the he had read it twice before rising from its 
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perusal. Upshiir was "widiotit ambition (or office or place; but 
when pUnd al the ticaci of lli«- IX-piirtnient of State, lliv brvaOth of 
liit licIO of netiiiii aw.tkeii«(I Km giant niinti into full [>lay. and IiU 
desire for tbc glory and grandeur of the republic aroused all his 
latent powers." 

February 28, 1844, dawned clear an<l l'i^. On thJA day Com- 
modore Stockton had invited a numerous and gay company — about 
(our hutidred in all — comiKiseil of the nitnilKTS of the Cabinet, both 
hguses of Cmigreix, and citizens, with a great number of Iadie», to 
repair on board the steamer man-of-war Frinceton, then anchored 
to the Potomac Rivtr. below Alexandria, to witness the working 
of her improved nia<.-hineTy," ;md the fire of her two great guni. 
wliicb, with their 225 pound shelU. coutd hit a Eari;et a quarter of a 
mile distant. The vessel and her guns were the pride of the Com- 
modore, and liad been made nnd tested under his especial diirctionH. 
Tl)e vessel had proceedetl down the river below Mount Vernon, and 
as on her reinrn. the machinerj- working beautifully, the guns 
firing well, and the exhibition of the day happily over, h was 
atwut four o'clock in the evening, and a sumptuous collation had 
refrMhed and enlivened the guest*. They were still at the table, 
when word was brought down iliat one of the guns, the "t'eace- 
makcr," was to be fijed ag^n. Immediately the company ro«e and 
went on deck to observe the fire, the long and va>cant stretch in the 
river giving full room for the utmost rang^c of the ball. "Let them 
remove the dead men." said Mr. Upshur, laughingly, pointing to 
the empty champagne bottles, as he rose from ihc table in response 
to the *umniot)s. The President ;ind his (.'abinel went foremost, but 
Mr. Tyler was callcil back ; the others went on and took their place* 
on the left of the gun, pointing down the river. The officers caused 
the gun to be worked to nhow the case and precision with which 
her direction could be changed. Then the hammer was pu)le<l back, 
there was a lap. a flash, followed b)' a loud report, and all wa> still. 



"Judge W, W. Crump. 
■ A Ktew propeller. 




204 



Rimd(dph-Maton HiMtyrieai Paprrg. 



The great gun had burst about three ur four fed from the breech. 
Mr. U[>shur, together with Mr. Gilmer, Secretary of the Navy; 
Commodore Kcniioii. Mr. Gardner, of New York, father of Mr. 
Tyler's second wife; Mr. Maxcy. who liad been L'nited States 
di3i^ at the Hagtte, and two seamen were killed." CommodoR 
Stockton and many more were wounded, but they rceovercti. The 
ship proceeded on its way to VVashin^ifton. and anchored oH the city. 
The news was Hashemi over the country like wild-fire, and every- 
where tlie people expressed the prcatest grief at the sad caiasirophe. 
Mags were hoisted at half-mast on all the fiag-staffs and shipping 
in the harbor. Legislative bodies adopted resolutions expreuive of 
sympathy, and adjourned out of re.4pect to the memory of the dead. 
The entire nation was overcome, and in every part of the countr>- 
there was profotmd grief. 

Mr. Upshur's death wa^ cauited by the lodgment of a heavy seg- 
ment of the gun upon bis breast, Tlicrc was only a slight abrasion 
of the skin upon his forehead, and no interruption of the peaceful, 
eminently benevolent jmile — the prominent characterization of his 
countenance in life. 

"Tlie heavy iron weight, which so suddenly stilled the current of 
his life, drove the hands of his watch immovable into the dial. 
Thus it will doubtless stand many a year to come — 

'■ ■ The horologue of clemily I' 

recording, in fatal fixedness, the dire date — ^Twenty Minutes to 
Four O'Oock of that Twenty-eighth Day of February. Eighteen 
Hundred and Forty-four."" 

R. E. McCabb. 



"A lawil negro Mrv-ant belonging lo Mr. Tyler was alio kilted 

" Thi» deacripiion of ilic <ltsaMer rm board the Princflat in i>ken i 

NiWt Rteiiirr. The Nalional lnltHiee»<er, and Magaxin* «/ Amtrican 

tvry. 



AM Parker Upihur. 205 

LIST OF REFERENCE BOOKS 

Letters and Times of the Tylers. Vols. I.. II., and III. Dr. Lyon G. Tyler. 

Virginia Historical Magazine. 

Magazine of American History. Vol. I. 

Seven Decades. H. A. Wise. 

Nile's Register. 

Munford's Reports. 

Benton's Thirty Years' View. 

Southern Literary Messenger. 

Minutes of Virginia Constitutional Convention of i839-'30. 

National Intelligencer. 

Faculty Minutes of Princeton. 

Records of the Hustings Court of Richmond, Va. 

An Enquiry into the Nature and Character of our Federal Constitution. 
A. P. Upshur. 

The Dead of the Cabinet. Ex-President John Tyler. 

The Land We Love. 
Etc 

My thanks are especially due Dr. Lyon G. Tyler for the valuable assistance 
he has rendered, also Mr. T. T. Upshur and others. 



ao6 



RandoigK-Mtwn HiA/riicai Paper*. 



JOHN LEWIS, THE PIONEER OF AUGUSTA COUNTY. 



BY G. U. flKLDINt;. 

THE first pasuge of the Rluc Ridge by the early settlers of 
America was cfTecte<l by Spottswood. at i)ie ltea<l of a troop of 
horsrntcn, in August. 1716.' In comnMmorauon of ihit event. 
Spoltswood was knighted, and he presented to each of his piarty. of 
about fifty men. a golden horse«hoe. 011 which was inscribed. "Sic 
junat transeenderc niontes." Tlic glowing account given by Spotts- 
wood's party, or, as they were afterwards styled, the "Knights of 
the Golden Horseshoe," of the fertile valley beyond the mountains, 
excited a spirit of enterprise and adventure in tlie people of Eastern 
Virginia, and even among those as far north as Pennsylvania. The 
exploring "knighls" eneountcretl no Iit<li,in.-s on their entrj- into the 
valley. an<l they spread abroad reports that tlic mountains east and 
west, which enclosed this lovely and fruitful valley, presented an 
almost insurmountable obstacle to the entrance of the savages, and 
that defenceless families might live there in security and plenty, 
enjoying not only the necessaries, but aUo the luxuries of life. Ac- 
cordingly, in 1732. sixteen families from Pennsylvania crossed the 
Potomac and settled near the present "town of Winchester. 

Among those whose attention was directed to the valley was John 
Lewis, who had been for some time in Pennsylvania, quietly await- 
ing the arrival from Europe of his wife and children. Me pene- 
trated more llian a hundrerl mileti up the valley, and located in the 
cluster of hills where Staunton now stands. 

This remarkable man was born in the north of Ireland.* and was' 
descended from a Welsh family. Of those now in Ireland bearing 
the name, there is not a family that docs not directly trace itself to 
a Welsh origin. In Donegal county. Province of Ulster. Ireland, 
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where he rejt((1e<l until fifty years of sge. he commanded %\tt con- 
fidence and respect of the peofrfe. occupying a iwsitton of inflotnce. 
and taking the Icadint; pan in society aii<l county affairs, ivhich 
had been traditionally the role of the O'Donnells. C'htchc3tcr& attd 
O'Dogheny*. In youth he was irf ini|)eitioiis temper, but the varied 
experience of an active life had taught him to control his spirit. 

tHe was endowed with a high order of intellect, and a valorous soul. 
Uld «oon hecame iioieil for his virtuous principles.' 
The rank of Jolin Lewis was that of an esquire. He had in- 
herited a lisndsomc estate, which he. by industry and frujjality, 
increased until he became the lessee" of a contiguous property of 
Htunstderable value. He married Margaret Lynn, daughter of the 
Laird of Lodi Lynn, who was a descendant of a cliicfiain of a once 
powerful v'tan of the Scottish Iliglilands. By this marriage he had 
Hfive sons. Samuel. Tliomas, .Andrew. William, and Oiartes, .An 
affair, deplorable as it may .wem, hut one honorable to his spirit of 
manbooil, terminated his career in Ireland.* 
H Tlic emigration of John Lewis to America was the result of one 
of tliose bloody affrays which at that time so often occurred. <lis- 
turbing the repose, and destroying the happiness of Irish families. 
The owner of the fee out of which the leasehold of Lewis was 
coined, a nobleman of profligate habits, seeing the prosperity of 

»lhe lessee, and repenting the bargain he had concluded, attempted, 
by the aid of a band of ruffians, hired for the purpose, to take 
forcible possession of the premises.. To this end. he surrounded the 
house with his rutfians. and called upon Lewis to evacuate the 
premises without delay. This demand was instantly and indig- 
nantly refused by Lewis, who hail in the house a sick brother, a 
wife and infant children, but no aid save such as could be afforded 
by 3 few faithful domestics. With this small fonre, scarce equal to 
one^founh of his assailant's, he resolved to maintain hi» legal rigtiU 
It all hastnl. 
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The enraged nobleman bei^n the aflFray by discharging his 
fow1ing-pi«ce into tlic house, by which the invalid brother of Lewis 
was killed and Mar^^iret herself severely wounded. Upon this ihc 
enrage<l husband and brotlicr rushed from (he house, attended by 
hi), devoted little band, and soon succeeded in dispersing the assail- 
ants, though noi uniil the :iulhor of the mischief, as well as hi* 
steward, tiad perished at the hands of L«wis. By this time the 
family were surrounded by their sympathizing friends and neigh- 
bors, who, aftiT bestowing every aid in their power, advised Lewi* 
to leave the country. This action was rendered necessary by the 
high standing of his late antagonist, the desperate character of his 
surviving a&sailant>. aii<t the want of evidence by which he could 
have established the facts in the case. He. therefore, after drawing 
up a detailed statement of the affair, which he directed to the proper 
authorities, embarked on a vessel Itound for .\merica. It may l>e 
proper to remark here that when the circumstances of the alTray 
became known, after a due investigation, a pardon was granted to 
l^wis. 

The permanent settlement of the founder of Augusta county was 
in the vicinity of the twin hills, "Betsy Bell and Mary Gray," so 
called by him. or some other early settler, after two similar hills in 
the coimly of Tynme. Ireland. The place was a mile east of the 
present site of Staunton, and was remarkable for its singular beauty, 
and freshness of scenery, and was called by him "Rellefonte." from 
a bokl, bright n]>riiig i.tituinij out of the hillside. Thti name it still 
bears. He was first to occupy Ihc scene; no axe had ever rur^ 
through the forests, no plowshare liad turned the soil: nature had 
delivered It into his hands in its untouched virginity, an<l it w.is for 
him to say where, how, and to wliat extent labor should mingle 
with, adorn and enrich it. Here ibis man. nurtured in a high civili- 
sation, hut. by ill-fortune, deprived of his position, and bani&hed 
from his country, establislied hunsclf. Here, amidst the deep 
shadows of the wilderness, he built a stone dwelling, whidi, with 
its flanks, formed one .-tide of Fort Lewis ; and in this half dwelling, 
half fortress, he maintained a long struggle with the savages, and 
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guilder id wdl -const met cd walls th« infant colony grew, in time, 
[Btrong cnouffh to defy every foe. 

In this hitlierto unvisited region the old hero spenl the remaining 
'years of his life, finally closing: his eyes upon a country blooming 

in cultivated fertility, and brightened by an advancing civilization. 

In order that the man who«e eJiaracier is to be portraycfl in this 

I biographical itkclcli may be set forth, it is necessary to know some- 
thing, at least, about the manners and customs of the people with 
whom he was so intimately associated. 
Tlie first xettler^ were, as iheir names indicate, Scotch •Am\ Irish : 
but soon some English, and many Hermans Joined the community. 
As the country, during this influx, was without roads, immigrants 
made their way oti foot or ]iorset>ack, following the Indian or 
buffalo trails, carrying their goods upon their backs, or in packs 
lashed to horses or mules. The experience of the women was ttie 
most severe, though, doubtless, everything was done to ameliorate 
their situation. These immigrants are represented to have been 

»inen of staid habits, of higli spirit, and untiring energy. 
The houses of the pioneers were of the rudest kind. Tliey were 
built of round logs, and were covered with "clap-hoards." Tlic 
flooring was of split ponchcons smoothed with a broad-axe. The 
furniture was rudely fashioned from timbers of the forest : their 
beds were slufTed with feathers from the backs of their geese, and 
not until 1742 did they have such luxuries as plates, dishes and 
spoons of pewter, and bowls, trenchers and "noggins" of wood. 
In front of their houses was a garden cultivated in flowers, and 
nearby was a truck patch in which they grew vegetables. 

»The first two public buildings which were erected were a church. 
the "meeting- house," and 3 school-house. Here religion and the 
elements of an education were taught by the same instructor — a 
"Presbyterian clergyman. Those pious, jialient men who brought 
lo the wildenieM the cultivation an<l rdinemenl of Kurope became 
the preceptors, and gave their pupils a thorough, though not exten- 
sive, course of instruction. Tn speaking of the conditions of the 
rapidly developing country, unv could not. with fairness to tlie 
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fonnder of the scnlcmi-m. omit <hc niijnttan of ihc dtttrdi. Within 
five years of l^wis" «ctileim-iit of Bcllefonlc. »o great w«s his (ksira 
(w the ordinances of rcIi](rion that he sowghi to secure the services 
of a Presbyterian rninistcr. They were cncoiiraBcd by the I'rcsby- 
Mry of Don^^ Ireland, bm the firitt peniianern miniMer to labor] 
amonf; these industrious and spirited people wa^ Rev. John iTniig. 
who was ordained in r74o. and who immediately began liis ministry 
at Au^su and Tinkling Springs Churches. 

These churches were buill during Craig's mintstration. and. be- 
cause of the liberality of the people of Augusta Church, he had no 
trouble in building. But according to Mr. Craig's way of thinking, 
the people of the other section were a stiff-iwclced and jHTversc 
generation. He says. "That pan now called Tinkling Springs was 
most in numbers, and riHier than the other, and forward, their 
lender^: close-liai»de<l about |«-iividing necessary things for pioa* 
and religious purposes, ajjcl couUI not agree, for several years, upon 
a plan or manner, tvhere or how to buitd their meeting-house, which 
gave me great trouble to hold them together. A different-e hap- 
pened between t'ot. John Lewis and Col. James Pattoii, whidi was 
hurtful to the senlcmeiit. bin especially to mc, 1 could never bring 
iheni to friendship with each other. This continued for ihineen or 
fourteen years, till Col. Pattnn was rtiurderc<l t>y the Indians. After 
his death. Col. Lewis was friendly with me till he died," 

ll is im|K>*sihIe to tell wliat ihe feud was alwMil, but it prohahlr 
related to the location of Tinkling Spriitgs Cliurcb. .Mr, Craig and 
Col, Lewis wanted the ctiwrch built north of the stie finally selrctc<l. 
while Col. Patton and most of the people insisted on Tinkling 
Spring}, as the place. At last Mr, Craig appealed to James Pilson, 
an aged man, to settle the controversy, atnl when the latter gave the 
deciding vote in favor of the present site, the irate pa.*tor exctaime<l, 
■".Are you, too, against me. Jimmy? Well. I am resolved that none 
of that water sliali ever tinkle down my throat." He kept his word. 

There was no Establislie^l Chna-h in Augusta until nearly fifteen 
years after the fouiHlation of tlie colotiy. One reason, at least, may 
be assigned for this. Education in the Episcopal Church is a necec- 
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ry qualiAcatton for administering tliv affairs of both Church and 
Istaic, and haih the education and the population of The valW. (o a 
frrcBl extent, were of the Scotch-Irish, or Dissenting;, element. 
Howevd, in 1745. steps were taken to introduce the EsiaMisl>ed 
Qiurch in tlic county, aiid. accordingly, a vestry wa« elected. The 
committee was appointed to piirclvase land for a glebe. Tliey 
advcnisetl, and let out on contract the public buiUlingv, and at the 
meeting; of the Vestry Uoard, August 22, 1748, made this order: 

"John Lewis, gentleman, having undertaken the public buildir^ 
of Augusta Pari.ili for £140, ordered lliat he be paid Ity John Madi- 
son the tnistce for the sd. parish, on raising the .said buildings. £74. 
and the remainder on completing the same, unless he want money to 
carry vn said work, which the s-iid Madison is onlewd to supply 
im with." 

The colony of Augusta from 1732 to t74S was an interesting 
spectacle of undLsturt>ed liappiness. anil quiet progress, notwith- 
Manding the primitive condition of the community, and its remote- 
ness from cotimiercial centres. Of luxury there was little or none, 
unless it miglit be termed a luxury to be witltout want, without 
beggars, and without the diseases which attend idleness and opu- 
lence. There were no diamonds nor pearls, but plenty of bright 
eyes and rosy cheeks; no rustling silks, nor brilliantly colored vcl- 
s and Hitins, but plenty of woolen stuffs, recommended by their 
waniith and health fulness; no iltratres, operas, fancy balls, and 
saloons, nor their attendant licentiousness, but plenty of fun and 
frolic. When one considers the condition of these people, that they 
married ami multiplied, that their virtues have been confirmed by 
lime, and ihal the more they increased, the more examples they 
have furnished to animate succeeding generations, one feels how 
impossible It is to describe the happiness of this favored people. 
They were nii other ilian favored of heaven. They recognized God 
in everything, and constantly approacheil him with gratitude and 
veneration. Religion cioix-ratci! with nature to soften and polish 
[Iheir manners. 

CH. Lewis being of a mature age. educated, refined and gentle- 
manly in his bearing, had more to do with the preserving of order. 
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and the moulding of opinion in the colony than any otiter nun. He 
and his wife were not adventurers, who came to America seelcinj 
political or social position. They were the innocent victims of 
adverse circumstancvs, and had crossed the sea to diange their 
environntent«, but not their diaracters. John Leu-is was a man 
cndowcfl with most noMe c)iia]iiics. Possessing a martial spirit and 
heroic courage, he was formed to excel in war: yet he was the 
ardent friend of progress, of pubtk improvement*, of trade and 
commerce, and was wise in his conceptions, and perscverinfj; in his 
plans. 

Lewis and the early settlers recognized, to the fullest extent, llic 
rijfhis of the Indiani) to the country of their nativity. America, 
until the discovery by Columbus, ha<i been unknown to the rest of 
the world, and it, therefore, belonged to no foreign prince. For 
this ccason. the leaders of the colony itinigtit 1» ac<|uire taiids by 
purchase from the natives. They soon ascertained, however, thai 
no tribe residing in the valley claimed exclusive ownership to tl»e 
jioil, or set up a righl to <Ii*poAc of it by sale. The whites then were 
compelled c-ither to withdraw or to settle upon the lands, ami awail 
the issue of events. The latter course was adopted. Jefferson, m 
his Notes on Virf^inia. says. "That the lands of this countrj- were 
taken by conquest i» not so generally a truth as \» supposed. The 
upper country {i. e.. the Valley) we know has been acquired alto- 
gether by purchase, in the most unexceptionable form." The 
friendly relations that so long existed between the Indians and the 
Lewis family afford sufiicicnl proof of tins fact. John Lewis, how- 
ever, was not satisfied with this. He secured a title from William 
Beverley, son of Robert Beverley, the historian of Virginia, also 
lawyer and Gerk of Essex County Court, to 2,071 acres, a part of 
the Beverley manor grant. This transaction took place on February 
21, 1738, and tile <lccd is now on record in Orange county, within 
which the (jrant then lay. 

Thu*, for many years, friendship and good-will existed between 
the neighliuring Iixtians .and the white settlers, until the whites so 
increased that thev became a formidable colonv. It was then that 
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tile jvaJousy of the red men became aroused, and a war broke out. 
whicfa, for cool, though desperate courage oii the part of the whiles, 
and fcrucily. ciinnitif^iess and barbarity on the part of Indians, was 
iteldom equalled in this country. 

I John Lewis, by this time, was well stricken in years, but Iiis sons 
were tboroiiKhly qualiticd to take a Icadinp pan. This fact is 
proven by the activity of cacii one for the protection of tlie frontier. 

Tl)e jealousy of the Indians, Imwevcr. wax not the only cause of 
the Hoodslicd which bc(^n in 1753. John Lewis and his family 
were kimlly disposed to llii-ni. but many allowed them mi rights. 
nol even the rights of barbarian.i. In June, 1754. a party of North- 
western Indian warriors stopped at the home of John Lewis, on 
their return from Ihc South, where they had been satisfying iheir 
revenge upon the ClieroWces. Some of hi» neighbors were present, 
whose families had suffered from attacks of the Indians. Tliey 
insisted upun the party remaining, and exhibiting their dances. 
Upon their consenting, they left and employed the time imtil dark 
collecting the neighbors who had suffered from Indian murders. 
A beef was killed, and a large log fire made, around which the 
Indians assenihled, cooking and eating. They daiKcd and drank 
whiskey until the lookers-on were satisfied with their antics, and 
then started on ihcir way homeward a few miles, wliere they lodged 
in a bam tor the rest of the niglit. As soon as they were sound 
asleep, a liand of whites were ui>on them, with their axes, knive« 
and gun>. Only one escaped. For that act of foolhardy cruelty 
,niany Virginians paid the bitter penalty. 

From this lime forward, to the opening years of the Revolution, 
wtial was then the county of Augusta constituted the battle-grounds 
of our border warfare. Many words of praise could be spoken of 
the bravery of these frontiersmen, but many of these deeds have 
been written by a master hand, while many others will never be 
recorded. Fons were built, companies formed and commissioned 
jJby the Governor, and men were undergomg the most severe train- 

ig for the protection, not only of their own homes, but also of the 
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homes of (host fantwr eas*. In Rfter years this training was foonl 
cnoM l>entli<:ia]. On« mstancc of couragv which happened directly 
in the Lewis family will suffice. 

When ihi- L(Tpstatiirc flitl to Staunton, the (jovemor was rt« 
giiest of Col. William Lewis, son of John Lewis. During his first 
dinner, his Exfcllency expressed snnie invasine^i leM Col. Tarieton 
miglit swoop down upon them, and takv Ihi-m captive. Mrs. Lewis, 
who was at the head td tlie tahte. said, with some animation. "Do 
not allow yourself. Mr. (lavemor, to be disturhed by such appre- 
hensions, t have seni three sons to Rockfisli (iap, and Col. Tarletoo 
will never i rons the mountains except as a prisoner or a corpse." 

.\t the lime when Tarieton drove the Lc^slaturc from ChaHotles- 
vilte, the i-ider sons of Col. Wilham Lewi^ were ah*ent with the 
Northern army. Three sons, however, were at home, whase ago 
were seventeen, fifteen and thirteen vears. Col. Lewis was confined 
to his bed by illness: but his wife, with the firmness of a Roman 
matron, called them to bcr, and bade them fly to the defence of th«r 
native ootmtry. "Go, my children," said she. "I spare not my 
youngest, my fair-haired boy. the comfort of my declining years. I 
devote you all to my country. Keep back the foot of the invader 
from the soil of Augu.tila, or see my face no more." 

When this incident was related to WashinRton, shortly after itsj 
occurrence, he enthusiastically exclaimed, "Leave me but a banner 
to plant upon the nioun1ain.t of Au^sla. and I will rally around 
me the men who will raise our bleeding country from the dust. and. 
set her free." 

Swch was the spirit of freeilom tliai the founder of the colony had] 
instilled into the hearts of his own family! such was the spirit of^ 
liberty which pcr\'adcd the entire settlement 1 

John Lewis and his sons took a leading part in all the enterprises 
of the county. Hie first court-house was built in 1745. On tbc^^ 
first day of the court, John Lewis was commissioned magistrate.^! 
and on the second, Tltomas Lewis wa« apiviinted surveyor. He ^ 
was a man of »ound judgment, and. for many years, represcnttd the 
county of Augusta in the House of Bui^sses. He was also a 
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of Uk convmiion whkli ralilWd ihr Constitution of Vir- 
gmia," and afivrwards aat, for llie couniy of Kockingliuni. in ibc 
House of Delegates, 

.•Vndtcw Lewis,* the thinl son. was commander an<I ^ncral of 
llKr Virginia iroops at (lie battle of Point I'kasaiu. He had a -iiern. 
invincible cownlenaiK'e, Hit iiKlepciKlenl spirit despised syco- 
phanlic means of joining populariiy, which never remlered more 
than his ntcrits extorted. He was commissioned major, and he 
condudetl himself witli xuch characteristic chivalry that he was 
deemed worthy to have his statue placed, with others. u|)Oii the 
oiucsirian statue of WashinRton, in Kiclmiond. \'a. 

Mention has already been made of Col, William Lewis, ttie fourth 

'son, whose bad eyesight prevented his takinfc an active part in the 

Indian wars. Charles Lewis.' the younRest son. fell at the head 

of his regiment, when leading the attack at Point Pleasant. He was 

the most skilful of alt the leaders of the border warfare, and was 

_lbe hero of ntany a gallant exploit. Historians fail to say anything 

}f Samuel, the elde«t son. Their silence ts attributed to the suppo- 

that he dietl soon after the arrival of his parents in this 




There was no road leading into the settlement for many years. 
fotinder called together the chief men. and pro|X)sed to build 
one. It was no holiday task ; but with the uniirinR cncrgj' of these 
primitive fathers, and with their energies directed by sound judg* 
ment, these improvements were earrietl on. year after year, with 
surprising skill and celerity. A good road, for those days, was 
pleled through the munnlains as far as the line of Lunenburg 
county. < )n tlie 19th of May. 1749, this order wa» entered on record 
by the County Coun, '"ITiat Jas. Montgomcric and Richard Uurton, 
any one of them, wait on the Court of Lunenburg, and acquaint 
ibem that the inhabitants of .^ug11sta liave cleared a road to the 
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• D, S. Lewis, tdiior of Spiril af the Vallry. Harrisonburg. Va. 

• D. S. Lewis, editor of Sfirii of ihr yalUy. HBirisonburg. Va. 
' D. S. [.ciwifL, editor of Spirit of Iht Valley. Harrisimliurg, Va, 
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■aid county line, and dcjire tliai they will dear a road from the 
cfturt-lioiise of Luitciiburf; to meet the road already cleared by the 
inhabitaitis of AiiRUsta." 

In 1763 the founder of iIk- county died, thirty years after coming 
lo Atigtisia, heing in his ctgiiiy-fourth year. He was a man of 
superior abilities and virtuous [irinciplcs, prudent in concerting his 
plans, and pcrscveringly vigorous in cxt-ciiting them. The last 
thirty years of hid life were devoted to advancing the interests of 
tlic little community which he had founded. His mind was im- 
proved by 3 liberal education, and few possessed greater knowledge 
of everyttiing capable of fonnitig and qualifying a man for public 
employment. Tall, vigorous and commanding in figure, he was 
distinguished for the manly charm of his person, the cordial frantc- 
ncss of his address, the beauty of his conversation, and the noble 
character nf his courage. He was buried at Bcllcfontc. and an 
enormous limestone slab, nide and uncut, was placed over his grave, 
where it still lies half buried. In 1850 this was replaced by a marble 
slab, bearing the following inscription: 

Here lie llie remain* of 

Jons Lewis. ' 

Who «lcw the Irish lord, ictitvct Augusta countjr. 

Located tliF town of Staiimun. 

And fiirnithcd five sons to light ihc tuttlct nf the 

Ainericaii Revolution. 

He was the «on of .Andrew Lewis, E«q . and Mnry Calhoiin, 

And wmi born in Donegal Ca, Ireland. i67& 

And died in Virsinia. Veb. ist, 1763; 

He was a brave man, a irtie patriot, and a firm friend of liberty throuihotil 

the world. 

MorUtitatt rfHeto, vimit immorUlilalt iWmtIim. 
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CUTHBERT HARRISON TO COL. LEVEN POWELL. 






Aknsdale Nblson County, M'" 30, '86. 
Dear Sir, — 

My old Friend mr. Summers of Fairfax calling on mc to let 
me know he is on his way in, have set down to write you, tho 
id it so (lately) that hut very few Occurrences have since turned 
up. the prindpal ones I think are the Violent Savages and inroads 
the Indians arc at present makinf; on us. Scarce a day passes but 
we have accounts of Mischief done hy them in some part of our 
Settlements. Our Friend Cap' Abram Hitc was on Saturday Week 
lired on by four Indians near his own House, two of the shot 
took place, one ball went thro the Flcshey part of his thigh, the 
Other entered his Hip, and lodijcd, but has been since extracted, 
his case is supposed doubtfulc but hope he may recover. Our 
unhappy Acquaintance, Maj' Charles West, went to sleep in his 
chair at the Falls sometime ago, & could never be Wakened, tho 
his hardened & incorrigiWe Companions altemtcd il by holding 
o^ grt^ before him— it was but 3 little while after Maj' Wales 
who went off at the same place and nearly in the same way. 

We are wholely engrossed here by the Idea of a Separation, 
nothing else thought of nor any other Object attended to. the 
terms held out to us by the Assembly arc thought reasonable and f I ] 
have no doubt will be accepted, thus arc we nming blindly into 
a Measure that will prove the ruin of the district, to gratify the 
interested Views of a few designing Miscreants, who instead of 
posts of Hon' & profit, merit nothing from their deluded fellow- 
citizens but infamy and a ilalter. M' William Peyton was a fiew 
days past married at the Falls, to whom I cant inform you. tho 
have been told the name. My Brothers Family except Some of his 
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N<^oc& enjoy health, mine is more healthy at present tlian they 
have been £inc4> the coniniencemenl of the fatal Fever in it, which 
has rendereil me so unhappy, that you, my SiUer & the Family 
may enjoy perfect ilcallh & liappine&s is the Ar<icnl prayer of 
y' Obed Hble Serv, 

CuTHB. Harrison. 
Mr. adatti Shepherd informed me yesterday that a Negro hf 
had in Care of V. Harrison Was lately dea<l of a Consumsion. 



J. HITE TO COL. LF.VEN POWELL 

Cbab Orcbard July itC" 178& 
Dear Sir. — 

1 ihis moment rcc" yours of the l" of Oct" Last by M' Chtnn 
with a half Joe ( ?). Its not in my po^t-er to infomt you whether 
I have rec" money enough ur not for M' Brent's Land, not remew- 
bcr'g wliolhcr I have rcc^ any before or not; You may know 
if more is wantinK, if you know what I have tw" a« it will take 
66/12 to pay the expense of obtaining a Patent if a balance yet 
due nie pray get it & Mud it to me. My dear Sir. you dont know 
how this Country is distrcss'd for money & of course. I must share 
my part. 1 have rec* your [letter] by Cap' Greenup. I propose 10 
answer it as suuti as possible; tliv present instant being engaged 10 
rejoicing on the celebration of a Marria^ between my Brother & 
Miss Sally Lewis: We have been much distress 'd by the Indians, it 
as usual your imfortuuale friend shares u great Burthen of it. My 
Brother Abraham Woimded ab' the 1" of March with 2 balls & 
lies very poorly with his wounds; also a Negro fclkiw very badly 
wounded thro tlie iHxly now safely recovered; 1 must return to 
business. Joseph Jackson & Abram Silvia are in arrears also Jn" 
Tyler, Pearie Baily, their business is ilone & expenses paki kmg 
since & its cruel to an injury in thetn not to forward the money. 

^'ou will please to excuse me I am writing ort my knee in the 
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prcstocc of a large assembly of Gentlemen & Ladies. Health 4 

prosperiiy attend you & your family & accept of my most respectful 

coiDptinicnts to vou & them I ani with the highest i£stcem 

_ D^Sir 

^ Your most Obt' 

^^^^ Hbl« 

^^^^ Him 

^M Co/- L^ivn Powfll. 

B RIC1 



RICHARD BLAND LEE TO LEVEN POWELL.* 

N. York, April 13'", 1789. 



■effi 



Dear Sir. — 

We are ai prcseni eniployeil tii <lijesling: an lni|Kist system, which 
I hope will be ready for the sanction of the President as soon as 
he arrives. He is expected here between the 30"* and the last of 
this month. A general harmony as yet prevails in our councils, 
and I flatter myself that liberality will mark all our measures. 
Thirteen Senators are now present and near forty mcmlwrs of 
the other branch. A Tonnage will be laid on foreign bottoms, 
but not so heavy as to give a monopoly to American ships. It will 
lie »o modified as to give them an ecpial chance in the field of 
Commerce. — Superior Indu-itry must win the priie. This policy 
seems to be dictated by our present situatimi. We depend prin- 
cipally on the impost to raise revenue sufficient to retrieve and 
esrabli.ih pnblic credit. This mnst fluctuate with our trade, and 
our trade may experience great interruptions if wc have not an 
dent force to protect it. In times of danger wc shall not have 
ships and seamen to form this force, unless in time» of |>eace 
wc encourage ship building and navigation. Beside this con- 
ineing argument arising from necessity of our situation, there 
■B another consideration which ought to have great weight, it is 
(his. the profits of our carr>-ing trade at present are wholly pos- 
sessed by foreigners, our fellow-citizens have a claim on our jus- 

• Printed for priritc circulation in 1873. 
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ticf an<I afTectton for such ri^gulations as will afford them an 
opportunity to participate in these emoluments, emoluments whidi 
woul<l he employed in improving our own, instead of foreign coun* 
tries. But the various interests, real or imaginary, of the different 
States and the jealousy existing on this head, render caution ex- 
tremely necessary, F.ncouragenicnls confined within pn>pcr bounds 
in favor of American bottoms, will not be objected to anywhere. 
Excessive restrictions on foreign bottoms ought to be avoided and 
I think will not be attempted. 

The returns for members to represent this State in the HfMise 
of Reiircsentaiives, have been examined in tbc course of last week, 
and four uniform friends to the (iovcrnment out of six have been 
elected. Strange that the sense of the people of this State should 
also be contrary to thai of the Legislature. Whom have you sent 
to our Assembly from Loudoun, and what is the general com- 
plexion of the Legislature? 

Infonn Col. Pickett when you may see him that I rely vcr}' 
much upon you to communicate to him everything relative to our 
transactions here, which may be worth his notice tho" I mean not 
to acquit myself of my pronme to write to him now and then. 

I have not had a letter from any of my friends in Virginia since 

I arrived here. Make my respects to Mrs. Powell and your sons, 

I am 

Your Most Obdt. Scrvt. 

RjctiARD Bl.\.-<d Les. 
To Col. Powell, LoiidouH. 



RICHARD BLAND LEE TO LEVEN POWELL* 

N. York. April 30*. 1789 
Dear Sir, — 

I received yesterday your letter from Middlcburg. We have at 
present a full house. Gen. Washit^rtoii lakes bis oath of office in 
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presmcc of both honsps, who aftcrwar<ls will accompany him 
to Divine Service to implore ihe blessing of Heaven on our Gov- 
(«rnment. 

The enclosed report will show yon what arc our ideas witlt 
'regard to an Import. That part of it which relates to duties only 
has been amended and adopted and a Bill ordered in, in conformity 
thereto. TIic part rclatiiiR to Tonnage will be considered loiiior- 
i^ row. and if any alteration is made in it, it will be to lessen the duty 
^■on vessels belonging to subjects of powers not in alliance with u». 
^M I doubt whether any alteration will take place. 
^B We have not had time to take up the sithjeit of amendments, 
^Ktbcre is little danger of these being extended further than prudence 

or propriety reqtiirc, 

^ With regard lo the permanent seat of Congress, tltat question 

■ has been prudently waived at present, it being of such a nature 

Has to rouse into action local prejudices and predelections. 1 flatter 

^Emyxelf that it will be delayed till the close of our first session. I 

^pconfcss that 1 feel great apprehensions that an improper decision 

will take place on this occasion, iho' much may be expected from 

the liberality which has hitherto been displayed by the members. 

particularly from the Eastward. We must ad with caution and 

play our cards with skill. It might perhaps have been of some 

consequence to liave sent gentlemm to the next Assembly who 

were decided in favor of the new govcniment. it might therefore 

[have been well if it had suited Col. Peyton and Col. Clapham to 

! englged in tlic business. However, you have sent two respect- 

ble characters, who. llio' they have hitherto <titfered from us in 

Lopinion. I am sure agree in tlie main point, and will feel every 

jmotivc to promote the public welfare. 1 think it may he expected 

Bt nothing violent ami inflammatory will meet with their coun- 

inee. Be pleased to make my respects to them and to my very 

kind friends Col. Peyton and Col. Clapliam, from all of whom I 

shall be happy to hear, iho' I have not time to write to more than 

anc person at a time in a county. You will therefore be kind 
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enough to malcc known to them llie news and aiwlogies for me. 
What will be the complexion of the next ^Vssembly? 

Rcmcm))cr me respect fully to my friends at Middletnirg and 
believe nic to be 

Yr Very Humble Svt. 

RiCIIAftD Bt.AND LeR. 



RICHARD BLANU LEE TO COL. LEVEN POWELL. 



N. York June I3, 1789 

ear Sir, — 

We are yel engaged in our custom hou»e system an<I have little 
prospect of brin^ni; this difficult business to an end before the 
first of July. The Senate seiit to us to-day. the Im]>on Bill with 
several amendment* — the ]>rincii}ial of which have the effect to 
remove the discrimination in favor of French brandies — and to 
lower the duties on Rum and Molasses — in the following manner — 
on distilled spirits of Jamaica proof to 10 cents, on other Spirits 
to 8 cents and on molasses to 2>4 cents per gallon — abolishing the 
draw-back alliiwed on the exiwriation of American rum on account 
of iJic diitj' on molasses. Tiie other anteiulments will not have a 
material effect on the productiveness of the import — but it is very 
doubtful whether any of them will l>e agreed to by our house. In 
the present state of our deliberations I can not tell when the 
General import will begin to q)erale — not till some lime in August. 

The enclo8c<l |>ai>er will *hew you the amendments which M' 
Madison has submitted to the consideration of our liou»e. A very 
de»ultory converxaiion t(H>k place on this occasion. Some objected 
lo recommend ing any amendments till convenieticc shonid demon- 
strate the necessity of them — others confident the investigation of 
this subject premature and that it ought to be delayed for sontc 
months till the weigbty business before us should Iw dispatched. 
However I believe the amendments which M' Madison proposed^ 
will be finally recommended to the Legislatures of the respective 
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states — provided attempts should not be made to introduce ollierit 
which would destroy the efficacy of the government — in which 
case the attainment of any might be risked. Tlie further consid- 
eration of this subject will bo defered till the im]Kjrtant business 
which presses for immediate decision shall be determined on. 

There has been an abimdance of rain here and the weather very 
warm since the commencement of this month. 

Make my resi>ects to Col. Peyton, vour sons and all my respecta- 
ble friends in Loudoun. 

I am with moM sincere regard & 

esteem Y' oh. hum : !(er'l. 

RicuAKU Blani) Lee. 
P. S. 

Wliat seems to be the present public sentiment in Virffinia rela- 
tive lo the general a.* well as our particular interests? You will 
have heard that Mr. Clinton succeeded in Iiis election by a majority 
of 400 only. The Legislature electee! at the same time arc decidedly 
friendly to the Constitution ami are summoned to meet in Albany 
on the b"" of July when the ap|K)intment of Senators to Congress 
from this state will certainly be made — and men of proper political 
characters cho>en, 

We have Bills before us for establishing these deparuiieiits to 
aid the President in the execution of his duties — Vzt: a Treasury 
department — a War department — and a department for foreign 
affairs. The Senate have before them a Bill for establishing a 
Judiciary syMem — 1 have not seen it. Tt)cy are however very 
capable of diRcsting a proper system. In my next ! hope to be 
able to inform you of some decisive *tci>s Iiaving been taken on 
sonic of these important objects. An enquiry into the State of the 
Western lands has been ordered — an<l some provision will probably 
be made for the sale of those lands as soon as possible. If I can 
be of any use to you here be pleased to command me — an<l let me 
hear from you whenever your desire & convenience will permit 
vou lo to write. 
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l.F.VEN POWELL TO MR. BURR POWELL 



Mll>l>LL»IL'RG Nov' 31* 17901 

Dear Uiirr, — 

Hie second morning after you kfl us M' Herbert & his Lady 
called & took Hreakfiist. He Jiifomrd nic (hat M' Conway tlic 
Gentleman he recommends you lo at New Orleans, married a near 
Relation of the Governonr of that place, that his influence is such 
& the reception his letter will give you. as promises every advan- 
tage you could wish. But against this stands seme acco" circulating 
here, that the old Governour is recaled and a new one has taken his 
place, thai lately several seizures of vVmcrican property have been 
made there. VVheilier these acco" arc published hy spvculaters who 
with lo discourage adventures down the Mississippi or whether ihcy 
are well founded is Quite uncertain. Should your affairs so standj 
as to enable you to go down the river, it will be well for you lo get' 
some information of these matters, if 1 am able to put up any I shall 
communicate them. It will also be necessary lo get other letters 
besides the one to M' Conway, for he may be from home, his influ- 
ence lost, or he dead. 

1 have since you left this, purchased Kawleigh Otiim't part of the 
land 243 Acres at 20 £. to be paid with a bond from Isaac Hitc and 
Abram Hilc payable the l" of November 1792 with interest from 
February the 25"" 1791. But lest a diflicutiy should be found in 
getting their bond. I have obliged him to take any other good bond 
p'ble in the same manner by some person residing in that Country, 
thtis if the M' Hite* deceive you, you will probably be able to sell 
sonic lands. & get a iKmd by ihai means. 1 am no further account- 
able to Chinn than in getting such a bond. Qiarlcs has also been 
offering his part which i» the last, and 1 may perhaps buy from 
hmi. 

The Sale of Ncgros was made yesterday, you will sec a list ai' 
(heir prices, they sold ftdl a» well a:* 1 expedcd except Seipio who 
was worth more. 1 coulii not attend the sale, having been confined 
to my room since Tuesday last with what is still called the enflu- 



The Ijtven I'oumU Grrrtrpondenct, 



225 



rviiza. I never knew it ng^e with so much violence as it has been in 

[these lurts and indeed as far round as I can hear for these lO or 12 
days ; it has been worse with Miss Nancy and niysctf tlicn the rest 
of ihe family. 1 ventured out a litllc this morning for the first time, 
but aiti still very unwell. I have not heard of any ones dying with it 

.but Geo. Nicholson who was taken off in about 7 days. 

I We have furnished M' Jolin Pickett with some goods, he will 
have a balance unpaid of between 40 or £50, he says he will try to 
remit by you, should he ilo so he will know (he exact sum whicJi 
1 have not present with me. Our Sates are greatly Slower than 
usual, many of the distant custatiicT» have not been at the Store, 
whether they gel their supplys in the little Stores about every where, 
or whether they do not buy at all 1 cant tell. C'ollerlions are e(|ually 
bad; we have got but little wheal which is now selling at 5/6 
(5s. 6d. ) and may rise a little, less money and as yet not one hh* 
of Tobacco, for this article there seems to be no price lix'd nor any 
person yet in the Markctt. Ilie Shippers talk of 2 Dollars. We 
remain in the s,ime dunbtful state with respect to the War between 
England it Spain. Hie publick papers favor the Idea of War; my 
opinion stands as Usual that it will blow over. 1 very much ex- 
pected a letter from you before you left the Monongahalia which 
I am disappointed in, nor have wc heard any thing of you since you 
passed Isaac <fibsons. I shall be glad you*d miss no oppt' that 
(or your Writing. 

Yr* affectionately 

Lev'en Powkli.. 



MEMORANDA OF NEGRO SALE. 
Jegro, Peter .. 6 year..i4o. 5$. W.H.Powell. 



Scipio ,12 " . . 46. 5s. 


Ch" Metcalfe. 


Sibb ... 6 " . . 30. OS, 


with her Oiild. Eli Metcalfe. 


Geo. ...31 ■■ .. 41, 59. 


Sam'] Dews. 


Phebe .... do 39. os. 


Abel Morgan. 




Jacob Pearce. 


. . . *M>. . . . .39. js. 


Gabriel ... do. 27. 5s, 


Eli Metcalfe. 


Olivia .... do. ,' . , .22. OS. 


IX Cridor. 


Tlie others I kept myself, 




Smith Petre to redeem himself at i 


;i5o, 




los. Mr. M'farland. 
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LEVEN POWELL TO MAJOR BURR POWELL. 



Dear Burr. — 



MiDi>i.EiiURG Jan" yjf^ 1791. 



Under the name cover with this you will find a Copy of a IcUCt 
which I wrote in November & Sent by John Pickett under cover to 
Col" Gretiuip. I send this lest the- other might miscarry as it con- 
tains some matters necessary to be alccnded to. Since then 1 haw 
rcc'd two letters from you, one by M' Johnston, the other by M' 
Belle. As the M' Hite* have made such great preparations for de- 
fence I am fearful you will find them dispoved lo be very trouble- 
some & if they should be so disposed, Ihcy certainly have it much in 
their iKiwer to be so. the distance between us beinp so RTcat. Il 
will therefore be proper to act with a great ilea) of cautious pru- 
dence, observing; the old ada)>e. that when our hand is in the lion's 
mouth, we must gel it out as easy as we can. At any rate I hope 
you will be able to gel bonds for the Chinns before you brealce witli 
tliem, if there should be a necessity to breakc at all. 

I have found an Obligation which I took from Doctor Griffith to 
convey their proportion of I^n<l, this will lie good for J of what 
they have actually secured & therefore in your settlement with tlieni 
let Iheni bold lack so much land & in the settlement of nioiiy let them 
in like manner hold back J parts of the necessary expcnw.'s in secur- 
ing, you will yourself recollect that it lies on them to shew titles ob- 
tained for Griffith for as much as you settle for. a particular acco' of 
which you will bring in with you. M' Bulleti has given up his land 
to his son in that Country who will I suppose settle the maltcr him- 
self with ihem. About 6 days ago. I scttle<t my Acco" with M' 
Bullelt & wc have vacatei! our agreement with respect to lands in 
(hat country, the whole therefore is in his hands, and he is to settle 
with the M' Hitcs. I think you took Powers with you from alt the 
others that I engaged for. & if the M' Hitcs are nt»tinate it will be 
necessary for you, before Witnesses to tender conveyances; let these 
Witnesses take a Mem", or rather sign one, which keep yourself, of 
all the lands and the pcopW names for whom you are ready to 
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convey or arc willing he should slap out of your Contraci. But 
ciuleavour to get all you can from lh<Mii first, tor it is better to dis- 
ptile for part than iho wlioli; & I have hopes that your having 
Possession of the titlt for the land near Marcs lick and no convcy- 
iicc yet made by nie for the land oti Sinipons Creek, the greatest 
|>art uf which I tniderstand they tiavc sold will be a means of bring- 
ing them to justice. Before this I expect you have their proposals 
& objections which will enable you to Jiidgt.' wliat is best to do. 
wliere yon arc at a loss, take advice & observe that in alt kind of 
business and more particiilariy in this. Coolness & caution is indis- 
pensibly Necessary, I will give you another adage, more flies are 
caught with a Si>oonful of Honey than a Gallon of Vinigar. Upon 
the whole i! may be better to Sacrifice something than contend with 
them at snch a distance. 
Our .Assembly at their last Session Rcpcal'd the I-aw imjxisinK 
tax on Deeds & for fear it might not have got to that Country 
enclose you a paper in which it is publish VI, this is a favourable 
circumstance if the Hites should convey the land, and indeed this 
seems to be the most lucky time that could he fi.tVl on for the 
purpose — for by the last acco" from F'hil* it is more than probable 
at Keniuckey is by this time a Se|>arate Stale and taken into the 
nion, and [ expect their first Assembly will lay a tax on convey- 
ances, what deeds therefore yim can get recor<ic<I before that 
event happens will he clear of tax. 

Such acco" as I have been able to gather respecting the Spanish 

Trade are unfavourable to your plan of a Trip <lown the Miiisis- 

I would therefore advise your not attempting it except it 

rmild be to get something tolerably clever that cannot Ix; got 

Miy other way. Circumstances tix> has made it necessary to disolvc 

our partnership, on which acco' it may be proper for you to return 

aoofter than you coid<l <lo if you went round. Until then 1 mean 

to carry on the business as Usual. 

1 have had reix-aled Dims for this money due by your Uncle 

' Ciuthbert Harrison and I have been obliged to promise a part 

of it in March. You know our circiunstanccs will not admit of 
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advances without injur)' (o our own Crcdittors, who on acco* of 
by far ihc VVor&t ColUxlions ever made, have now some prcssioK 
demand^t upon us Surdy that fientleinan never will kee|> properly 
in his own hands & Itavi- mc to i>ay his debts. 

Tobacco is so low. ab' i2/(>, ttial the planters have carried but 
)iit]e lo Marketi. The Fanners have kcpl hack their wheal (or the 
last years price, "till it has fallen from 5,'y to 5/4 & will be lower. 
Our collections in that has not exceedeil looo busliels. what wai 
down in the fall I sold for 6p. the rest 5/ioJ^. My indisposilioii 
I suppose shortened this Collection. 1 was not able to venture from 
home & seldom out of the House "till the Middle of this month, 
1 have Just rcturn'd from below. & think better for (he Trip, a 
great number of people have died here, among yuiir Acquaint- 
ances, Cap' Carr, old John Tyler. Jonathan Davis. Mist' Love. 
Mist' Landon Carter & many others. 

Mr. Ilites claim for the difference in value of the location re- 
moved is very extraordinary; he kiKiws very well that he took 
tile locations as they were. in<Iccd the most of thcni were made 
by himself & you will find by our first contract, that he bound 
himself to so call the warranto upon vacant lami of the first 
Quallily then vacant. 

I am ]HTsuadcd the man who set up a claim to the I..ot in Town 
must be wrong. I was very particular in enquiring into the title 
of the man from whom I purchased & the Trustees have convcy'd 
it to me. it vrill be necessary to emjuire into his title & if he yet 
has Possession to bring a Suit against him except you are Satisfied 
as to his riglit. 

i have not been able to saiistie myself yet with respect lo my 
right of Locating my Warrants on the N" side of the Oltio. I 
must therefore leave it with M' Massey to (ki the best lie can. 
When it is sceme I will convey his pari & do what is further 
necessary for nie to do. 

li certainly will lie the Policy of the New Government to tax 
Lan<l & therefore some should Ik got from the Httev that will 
rent out, & some person appointed there to gel tenants & sec to 
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' pBymcnt of Tax'ii. Jinkin Phillips who iake« ihi» otit 18 perhaps 
ftas good a peTHon as could be had.'hc promises to do il & I am to 
do olhcr business for him here, if therefore yoti should get any 
land to take ciire of & cimde no olhcr cn^gen)«iil. I think it will 
be best to leave a power with him. If you cannot get Mr, C. 
Hamsons |illegible] bond to me in lime for an Ex" to reach you 
before your return, nor get payment from him, it will 1)e necessary 
for you to bring the bond in with you, Rut here again I am at a 
loss tc it may be proper to enquire whether an Ex' can go to that 
County after the New Government takes place or at what jieriod 
by the Act of Congress which will be there before you leave the 
country this will happen. If the Ex" cannot get there in time I 
suppose a new Suit must be brought & the sooner that is done 
the better, except your Uncle Geo. will engage upon his honour 
U> pay the money in any given siiort time, .\nother circumstance 
is necessary to attend to. after the Separation is complete and the 
New Covermenl takes plaee. You cannot bring slaves from thence 
to this State, they would by our LawK be intitled to Freedom. 

We have Just reed Acco" that the mouth of the Ha-Mern branch 
is the place fixVl on for the Federal Scat & that Alexandria is taken 
into the to Mile Square. Tins circumstance which is greatly 
pleasing to the people of Alex* will soon have a considerable influ- 
ence on the value of pro]K-rty here. 

You leave us uneasy about your state of Health as from your 
letter to Billy you were attacked by a spitting of blood without 
saying whether it had left you. a great many hero has l)een 
attacked in the same manner, you ought to have been blooded 
immediately. Should anything of the kind continue, you should 
be cautious of taking Cold, use a good deal of Moderate exercise. 
live very temperate ( a milk diet is very projier) and avoid S|HnI«. 
I am fearful too of the Indians, since the beating they gave our 
people it is probable they will infest the country you are in. there- 
fore caution will be necessary & when you return home 1 would 
^vise your getting with a large Company, 1 am 

IVBurr 

Y" affectionately 

Leven PowBt.1- 

M' John I*icketts balance is £42. 8s id. 
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CHARLES LEE TO CX)L. LEVEN POWELL. 



PuiLAOKLPUiA &" June i798<j 
Dear Sir, — 

. Your favor of the r" itistant lias been just received and I am 
pleased to find you mean to offer your service to the district as 
their representative in Congres*. As to the choice of the people 
t <\o not doubt yotir success because they must at lcnp;th. see thai 
he ought not to be a person, who lias invariably been in opposition 
lo the measures of our government, but a person who can be 
relied upon to support the honor and essential rights of our countrj- 
against all the world & especially against France whose principles 
& measures are in ni>' opinion incompatible with rational liberty 
and every species of social happiness, 1 take it kind in you to 
mention the little slander that is in circulation respecting mc, and 
surely 1 ought to congratulate myself in finding nothing worse 
has been falsely fabricated to injure my good name. I am unwill- 
ing to l>e1icve Miss Dade can have been the author of such a story. 
The facts arc trully these. I did not receive Miss Dade's money 
until the month of March — & before I did receive it I had a great 
deal of trouble in visiting the officers at least more than six dif- 
ferent times, a very few days after I received it I sent to her 
my hill for the whole amount deducting the postage of her packet 
inclosing the the powers of attorney which was nearly a dollar: 
for you must know that all my letters are charged with Postage, 
and the privilege of franking has been denied to my letters even 
during the present session by the Senate rejecting a bill that had 
passed the other house for this purjwse. My hill was dn-iwn on 
Samuel I^inikin my agent who at the time ought to have had the 
funds for paying it, and was most positively ordered to pay it and 
whose letters inform me that it ha* been paid, a part appears 
to have heen delayed (about 64 dollars) tit! the last of april or 
beginning of may : & for this delay M' Lanikin has been long ago 
most [Mjrcmptorily reprimanded by me. 
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I must add that sonic informal powers of attorney were sent 
to me early in the winter to draw tliis money and though I per- 
sonally applied and endeavoured to remove the objections 1 did 
succcetl. 
I wrote to Alexandria that no use could be made of them, an<l 
they remained with me, a considerable time for a private hand to 
carry back in onlcr lo save the j^stage to Miss Dade, in the 
spring and not before 1 received sufficient powers of ailorncy 
which enabled me to receive her money in March, as before 1 have 
stated. You are al liberty to make what use you plea»e of this 
letter. 1 have on sundry occasions taken trouble for Miss Hetty 
Dade as well as her &ister, and I have done it without ever sujy 
posing it possible, I should have been requited in this manner. 
However, conscious of my perfect propriety of conduct in this 
particular, i ^hall feel no utiea.*ine«s ahoui the malter; on the real 
state of the case. I ajn sure every [jerson will have the same opinion 
it. 

Relative tp our envoys, upon a view of all eircuin stances loiown 
lere either officially or otherwise it is my opinion that ihty art all 
at this day upon the sea returning home without any treaty being 
niarlc an<l probably without the reception of tltem. immey from 
America in some form or other, is a sine qua non preliminary 
a treaty ; and this is out of the power of the envoys to agree to. 
1 am sincerely your friend 

and obc^ servant, 

Charlbs Lxk. 
Col. Let-en I'otvell, 

III MiddUburg i-'irginia. 



LEVEN POWELL TO MAJ. UURR POWELL. 

Putt,' Dcc"^ ii"- 1^99. 
Burr.— 

As yet this place has Afforded so little to write alwut that I have 
rrilten but very few letters. The Presidents Speech you musi have 
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Men in the papers & yesterilay we Agreed to the Answer Reported 
wttliout an Amt-nchiient 4 without much being said. There were 
members un both sides that disliked that part of it which spoke of 
the Mission to France. 

This was a Measure not Relished by some of the Friends to 
Covmt, and Ihcir wish wa» to say nothinf; about it. The leaders in 
the Opposition on the Contrary were highly pleased with it & was 
desirous ihat an Approbation should be expressetl in Stronger 
terms. but the Misfortune was Ihat in doing this they might encrease 
the popularity of the President & therefore the thing was suffered 
to paxK over as it was. 

With respect to my own Opinion on this Subject I have no doubt 
hut the envoy* ought to have been sent. Tlie Rulers of France had 
given the assurances which the President had declared Necessary 
& professed a great desire to Httle the differences between the two 
Nations, under these circumstance* it was his duty to meet the ad- 
vances which they had made. It is true enough that these |]«ofde 
cannot be rely'd on, but when is this objection to be removed? if 
we are not to Negotiate with them untill they become virtuous I am 
afraid a perpetttat State of Warfare might be expected. It is 
thought hy some that to Negotiate with France will produce » 
Rupture with Great Britain. If this is irne I am ready to Acknow- 
ledge tliat the latter can injure this Country much more than the 
former St if we must he at War it would be better for us that it was 
with France, but 1 cannot be persuaded that this will be the cjisc 
nor indeed do I feci disposed to ask liberty of one Nation to settle 
Amicably any differences which we may have with another. 

There is still much said in (he Newspapers about British depri- 
dations on our Commerce and before I niade enquiry here I fell 
great fears that that Nation was disposed to breake with this, but 
the Result of my enquiry is that only one case of this kind has been 
laid before the Executive, it is inipos.«ible therefore that these com- 
plaints can be well founded. TIic truth I believe is. that these Cap- 
tures are made on Contraluind trade, and when the Merchants are 
doing lite business in their names for French & Spanish Houses and 
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ar« Satisfied that Reflre:» coiild nol be had if they were to coniplaJn, 
I suppose nolwilhstaiKlinf; the Captures llicy find enough of their 
vesels escape lo make it worth piirsuinR. 

I still entertain a hope that Moderation & temper wilt govern the 
proceedings of this Session. The leaders in the Opposition still 
leem Sulkcy & keep much to themselves, hut as there is great tem- 
per & Moderation observed towards them it may be a means of 
cooling them down. 

it was not until Yesterday that we got fairly under way in our 
in our House, after the Address was agreed to, the sc\'eral matters 
recommended by the Fretident were taken up & referred to Conn 
mittces. A Committee is also Appointed to bring in a Bill on the 
Subject of Bankruptcy, this with the Alteration proposed to be 
made in the Judiciary System will protNibly take up a great pan 
of the Ssession which I hope will end in March. Kemember me 
, to all. & am 

Yr* AfFecliiiiialely 

Lev'en Poweu- 
fa;. B. Potveii. 

I wish you to send the letter to M' Brooks as soon as you am. 



LEVKN POWELL TO MAJOR BURR POWELL. 



MinoLRRtiin: Dec*' 14"' 1798. 

ir Burr. — 

For several days after you left this 1 contirtued to meitd so Slowly 
that it was hard to tell the succeeding day whether I was better, 
but at length a pleasing change took place and 1 mended so fast 
that at this time I feel as well as I have done for some years past 
at this Season of the year and my llcsh is pretty well restored. 
[Your family arc also well, they were over here Yesterday. 
P The few outrageous liberty men in these parts or perhaps more 
properly our preUnded Patriots, since they have not been able to 
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find 3 person who would veiHure to Iry his fortune a» a Candidate, 
are very much Consoled witli the Idea lliat your honors will pass a 
law lo Elect the members of ConRrcss by a general lickdt. and 
spcake of it a* a Measure which is sure to take place. Tliat vwi 
may have many among you who wouW do any thine whicli mighl 
proiniite their views. I have no doubt. Yet I cannot well bring ' 
myscli to l>cheve thai a Majority will be found in the Virginia As- 
sembly that will agree to a measure evidently intended to favor am) 
encourage party, particularly at this lime when it must be known 
to all that a Base and iiLsoletii \atioii is Watching for a moment 
when it may with any prospect of success make a stroke on us. 

It is re[)orted here that John Taylor, again a Member from Caro- 
line, obtained leave to bring in a Bill to prevent tltc operation of the 
Sedition law on yourselves, 1 trust this law even if it could have 
any cfTect will not be thought Necessary hy a Majority of your 
house for surely you can not have so many among you disposed to 
Sedition. If however 1 am Mistaken antl if you feel yourselves 
possessed of a (>ower to pass laws whidi are to controul other <jov- 
errimeiii» il wilt certainly he wise in you tn intro<Juce a Clause 
"ihat ihc French Government shall no longer plunder the good 
Citizens of this Country, nor shall they send any Agents here for 
the purpose of inlreaguc" and they ought to be laid under a very 
heavy Penalty for a violation of this law, it must be a heavy sum 
or 1 doubt they will not mind it, for the Capture of a few Vessels 
will enable them to pay a Small one. 

But to be Serious if it is true that such a Bill has been brought 
in it really appears to tnc exceedingly hard that we should be 
Ohltgcd to pay somewhere about 2oo men. two dollars each p' day 
lo be employ 'd in such frivolous & silly business. I call il frivolous 
& silly because 1 .ihould suppose it impossible that it could even 
answer the end he proposes. The people of Virginia must be more 
willing; dupes than I can suppose them to be not to see at once into 
the Man's Motives and will I think in the end bring him into Con- 
tempt. What pur|M>se can he expect that a conduct like this is to 
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vcr but tu perplex and divide the people of this Country and 
l>y place us in sucli a situation as to become an easy i>rey lo 
tbe French Government? rioes be not know ibai ihc laws of a Stale 
cannot controul those of the General (ioverninent ? he does know 
• it and the pi-ople must have too much I'cneiration to be taken In by 
such a pretext. I wish to hear from yon frccpiently. I am anxious 
to know the temper of our Stale Rulers. We tost old Seylla a few 
iys ago. Noihing else worth meniioninn Occurs. 

Y" ,\i?cclionateIy 

Levan Powkli.. 




LEVEN POWELL TO MAJ. UURR POWELL. 

Pint* Dec"' 25'\ 171^9. 

irr.— 

1 think ihis must be tbe fourth letter which I have written lo 
you & in one of ihem enclo.sc one to your Mother and as yet I have 
not rcc" one in return, I rcC one yesterday from Hilly which is the 
6rsl lime that I heard from honie with certainty since 1 left. 

I have juM sent over to the Printinj; office for Yesterday's paper 
which I meant lo enclose to you but none could be had. It con- 
tained the Steps taken by Congress on ihe loss of the great & the 
good fien' W'a.thinpou, [ expect yoti will fin<l Iheni Republished in 
the Alexandria paper. Tomorrow is the day that an Oration is to 
be delivered in honor of his Memory & tlen' Lee is ap(>ointe<I to 
deliver it. There were some publications also which went to dicw 
lliai wheat & Moiir are not so plenty in England as wc hail imder- 
Mood it was. from which I conclude there is no danf^er of a good 
price for the present Crop, Moiir has sold here as hifih as $iij, it 
fell a^in to y. & I do not know that h is higher at this time, but 
it will Probably be up again. I have drawn my opinion more from 
Publications than from information from Merchants, for my .^Hcn- 
lion is so taken up with Public business & with the different Mem* 




2<)6 



Randolph- Momh HiMorieai Papert. 



hers of Congress (hat I have niad« no Aoqtiatniancc among the 
Mcrctiants. 

The Melancholy event whidi has taken place, put a Stop to buu- 
ncss, so that wc shall not fairly begin until the holydays arc over. 
It is a Melancholy consideration that \'ir(;inia should pursue willi 
stich fury her present i'olicy, the decided Majority of federal 
charactcru in the Senate of this State will prevent her cooperation 
and I tliink it v<ry Probable that the Election for Electors here 
will be by districts or that no law will pass on the subject in which 
case there will be none in the State. We are told the Senate is 
dctemiined on this Point, the other house however when they have 
a Majority of two it is said, is equally determined on the old Plan. 
The People arc Mcvting and preparing Petitions on both Sides. 
McKeans Administration is disgusting to the federalists and equally 
so to the Moderate & thinking on the other Side. His first Act 
after the Appointment of Dallas as his Secretary was to remove 
from Office every man dependent on him in the State who voted 
against him or was not Active in his interest. His -Xppointment 
too. of the Pittsburg Brackcnridge as one of the Judges of the 
Supreme Court has displeased many & among them several of his 
friends who thought themselves as well entitled to the Ap|K>intment. 
These disorganisers have heretofore hung Wonderfully together, 
but in this State there arc strong hopes that they may Split. It is 
said McKean cannot fin<l places for all to whom he had made 
promises & these arc wrangling. Whether the man of the people 
as he is called when he Arrives here may nut find means to Recon- 
cile these differences I cannot tell, but be that as it may 1 am per- 
suaded lliai Congress will steadily go on with such Measures as 
may be Supposed the best Calculated to promote the interest & 
secure the Rights of the jwople. Regardless of any bug bears whkh 
may be Kt up by way of fright. One Serious danger however 
Arises from these Circumstances, the French will Iwlteve that they 
have a fix"d and decided strong party in this Country & however 
they may be mistaken as to the Reality of this they will take their 
Measures against us consistant with this Opinion & altho' I trust 
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"they will in the end fine) themselves mistaken yet great distresses 
may be brought on our Country in consequence of it and if (heir 
successes should continue in Euniptr they may succeed in bringing 
this Country into iheir jKiwcr. for if there is one truth of which I 
cannot doubt, that we have people in our Country who rather than 
not Rule at all would Willingly do it with their Aid if it was even 
Attended! with the Surrender of our Independence. At the same 
time I do not believe there arc many »t these, but they take their 
Measures with such Art that great Numbers arc deceived. 

I am .-Xnxious to hear whether M' Marshall brought any money 
from Col" Bullett & how that matter >land!>. also how Fortunes 
Crop of Com lum'd out as well a» his I'ork. 1 have got a paper of 
to day which I send. I am with my afTections to all. 




Y" 



^ 



Lkvek Powell. 



LEVEN POWELL TO MAJOR BURR POWELL. 

Phil' March s"- 1800. 
Dear Burr. — 

I doubt much whether Shearmans Suits will abate in consequence 
of his Death. Suits in ejcctmcnis abates on the Death of Defend- 
ants, but I am inclined to think not in the other ca«e. I wish you 
would consult M' liarrison on it for I had rather they would go 
(F as f might carry a N'ew one to the District Court. 
Doct' Sims writes me that M' Noland & W Lewis are again 
ididatcs. in this case you will perhaps have a new part lo Act for 
lAo it could be wished that M' Noland might Succeed yet it may 
imprc^er for you as a Candidate to interfere in the Election but 
as far as it concerns yourself. 

! am inclined to think that you will not find M' Lewis so easey 
Ktanaged as you may expect, he will use great Activity & I am per-t 
suaded that the Demo" will Support him in order lo secure to their 
side his ConiiexionK, I am also of Opinion that their push will treat 
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you. as an which they wish to brcalcc down in the GMinty aiid 

if 1 ccmjcclurt Right in their Supporting him I think you will find 
lliat ht will Join liii-ni in ihat Iiusinesx. 

I would advise your Acting with great csution and at any Rate 
with Candour, it is not in my power to advise at this distance you 
will have to he governed hy Circumstance*, a.* they Occur. 

1 have had a very bad cotd which conlincd me two days to my 
room, but 1 am out again & getting pretty well. 

\Vi- are yet employed with the busine&s of Jnnalhan Rohbins 
and it was impossible for me to feci othcrwist than disgusted at 
the Conduct of the Cientlemen who Support that hutiness, the object 
of thL> thing is so plain thai those who Run may Read. 

When M' Livingston brouglit In hie Rt^'su hit tons containing a 
Serious charge again&t the preii<leni and with a hypocritical cant 
aflfccting lo lament that il fell to him to Criminate a man for whom 
he had so high an esteem. M' Kutledge movetl that they shonlJ be 
referred to a Select coinmillee, because, such a committee might be 
vested with power to collect testimony and that be could wish to 
meet the Question with everything that could be brought in Sup|WTl 
of it, but M' Livingston insisted that it «tiotdd go at once to a com- 
mittee of the whole & observed that he had stifBcient testimony to 
Substantiate the Cliarge. In this Connnittce many ill founded and 
ill naiured Assertions were made calculated for out of door pur- 
poses. It was then moved in the Mouse by one of those Gentlemen 
to discharge the Committee from any further proceedings under a 
pretence that further testimony was wanting & that it would cause 
too great .i waste of time to procure il. in this he was Supported by 
Some of Ibcra whilst others affected lo wish the enquiry to go on. 
In this no doubt it was expected that the friends to Government in 
order to save lime & from the Contempt with which they view the 
charge would Join in the Motion, but they were Mistaken, the de- 
sign was too visilile and ihey have to proceed in the enquiry. & I 
will not have to S3> they were Sloped by the fricn<ls to Government. 

This disappointment has increaseil their violence and we have had 
Repeated Calls for papers from different parts of America and if 
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(hfv had been ^''^tific'l I have little <loubl but they tvoiild have re- 
quired the pr«c<.-cding< of the Conn Martial in Jamaica Ijcforc the 
thing had ended. 'I1ic fact is that it is t[ti|x>s!!th1c from the \aitire oE 
the Case that any thing more conid appear a* respects the prcsidcnl 
than what we have before ii*. It is a painful Coiisidcralion thai 
nien cliosen out by the people for their Virtue. Wisdom it Patriotism 
shoulil far Mistake tlieir duty as to exhaust so much of the Session 
in such a Pitiful business, and ^o ridiculous (kie» it make us that 
already has it produced a Cry out of doors that we are canvassing 
for the Election of M' Jefferson at the expense of $looo per day 
to our Constituents, the fact is that all their Movements seems to 
lend to this Point and to Create a belief that the president lias done 
something Amiss is one of the means. What they mean should fol- 
low the event of his Election is in Conjecture only, but when we 
take into view a Number of Circunisunces I think we mav fear the 
Worst. 

Wc have nothing New from Eurujie, but from the last .-Vcc" I 
am AfTraid Peace is not ai hand as great preparations are going on 
for another Campaign. It may very probably Suit the French 
Government to treal with us & indeed promise anything wc may 
Ask, particularly as they can brcake the Treaty whenever it Suits 
them and will be enabled more easily to intrigue in this divided 
Country. Remeniher me to all ami Partiinilarly your Mother. I 
cannot write her by this Post. 

Y™ Affect" 

Uvsza PowEtA. 



B. GRYMES TO (iENERAL HENRY LEE. 

Eac^k:! Nicast March 17"" iSoo 
.My Dear Sir. — 

I have just Received your favor of the 24 February and as there 
i» but little time before the Rise of Congress I have directed the 
Vouchers to be sent forward to you immediately, and \\ci\k they 
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will RCt to hand in time. Conitnodore Micholson, 1 do not Itnovr 
where to direct to liiiii tmt have enclosed a letter to him under 
cover to Benjamin Stoddert Esq. I have wriltcr to Gen' Hamillofl 
who I am persuaidcil will act, a most friendly part as, he ha» 
always done. I have written to Major Ross of irnr Rcgmenl to 
inform you of the thanks i Received of General Scolt when the 
Brigade was paraded for my | ])rowess ( ? ) ] at Gcrmantown. I have 
also written to (ieneral Jones of Petersburg to prove my -lervices 
in Diinmore's day (when at school.) I must once more beg your 
attention to ihis Kusinesit. and had I not been fully im- 
pressed with the justice of my claim, 1 should have Solicited the 
ai<1 of my friends and acquaintances in Congress, but, 1 am Satis- 
fied that on a fair Statement (here can be no objection to my claim 
for I entered the Service from the purest motives and continued 
in it lill I heard ihc Enemy had embarked at Xew Yuri; and did 
not rcsifin untill, I first obtained the consent of our immortal 
Washington. I was then married and went out to serve the Cam- 
pain, at least, had the war continued to the North as I was then 
in I he Guards. Be pleased lo show ihis to my old Friend 
Col. Powell who will do every thing in his power that is proper 
1 am well satisfinl, so will Marshall, Nicholas, }. Parker anil in 
short every good man. 

I am Dear Sir your most Hble 

B. Grvmbe. 



LEV-EN POWELL TO MAJOR BURR POWELL. 

PutL* March iff*' l8oo 
Dear Burr, — 

The enclosed paper shows the lieginning of the debates on tlic 
Main Question resiwcting Robbins, with M' Livingstons Speech, 
you had better take care of it tmtil you get the Residue as you 
may see the whole in one view, and you will consider them for 
Col" l-iine as well as yourself as I cannot conveniently Mild to 
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'both, ihcy will also serve oth«rs. when you gel to Marshalls it 
will be worth a |>erusal. Much was said on the Subject before. 

I but the debate came out so irre(;ular that 1 could not convcnicntly 
get them, what gave rise to these was an attempt made by 
the gentlemen whi> brought forward the charge to gel clear uf 
It without proceeding in the enquiry in such a manner as to im- 
press on the public mind that the pri»i<Ient had done someiliing 
wrong in the matlcr, when lliey failed in ihitt they endeavoured 
L to effect the same tiling in a different way. by calling for papers 
■ that could not be got during the Session and such if got could 

/lot apply in the i-ase. 
^^ We arc now engaged in an Amendment of the Judiciary System, 
^■whether it may be efFected or not I cannot say, but it greatly 
H alarms the opposition. If the State of Virginia will carr>' on 
^^lostihiics with the Gen' Goverment. it must endeavour to take 
^^KVe of itself. .Mready has &he forbid any |Krson holding an 
^tMkc under the State to execute any under the Gen' Goverment. 

»& she may lay the same restrictions »in her Courts. At present 
it is not intended greatly to increase the number of Federal Courts, 
three in Virg* & in the same proportion throughout, but if this 
hostile Spirit in tin- States should increase, the federal Judicial 
System must increase with it. 

The Senate has had Duane before them for publishing false 

^aran<lulous & seditious falsehoods with respect to them ; his inso- 

ace was to be sure intolerable. Report says this evening that 

has fled, whether it is ihe-casc or not 1 cannot tell, but I 

re they will obtain a victory over bim. for notwithstanding 

all his whining tnat he was about to fall a victim for his Steady 

H Support of Lil)erty. and RepHblicanisni. he finds but few here 

^V dis{)osed to support liini and indeed all here, even the Moderate 

Demos reprobate his insolent Conduct. I have had no letter front 

you since February, Remember itie to nil & am 

Y" Affcct'Iy 

Levbn Powell. 
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»LEVE.\ I'OWELL TO MAJOR Uf RR POWELL. 
Washington Dec*' 23" 1800. 
car Burr. — 
1 had ncjt time to write you hy Jones. You must pay ofT these 
uebts of Lcvcns in the manner you riietitioiie>l & charge the money 
on my liooks. My Beef diti not weigh near what I ex|)ecie<l. not 
Quite 700'". hut it has given me an liigh Reputation as a Graizier, 
all agree & 1 believe with truth that it waa the linest beef brought 
into this niarVcl. 1 shall get more for my Next. 

'ITie French Treaty is yet ticlore the Senate and 1 hclicvc they do 
not know what is best to do with it. The Stipulation that the' 
National Armed Ships taken by either party shall be restored alllio 
it has ihe ,-\pi>earance of being Reciprocal is certainly degraditij; to 
this Countn,'. Wc alone arc to restore, for they took none of that 
discriptton from us & and we arc not to have a Single Mercltattt 
vessel in return, besides it gives an .Appearance that wc were the 
.Aggressors and ihis is the Use which our pure Repuhbcans will 
make of it. There are other parts Justly complained of. They cer- 
tainly have been an over match for our Envoys, but t believe Ihey 
arc so for all the World in Negocialion & iulrigue. 

Report says and I am inclined to think truly that the Marquis 
Lafayette is com'g over here as a Minister from that Government — 
after Marrying his daughter to Joseph Bonnapante, if therefore 
Jefferson should be our President I think wc shall have hard work 
to keep out of lite Paws of the French. Tlie Martpiis has popularity 
in this Country which with French intrigue & poor Jefferstons Pre- 
dilection for them will run us hard. It is however yet uuccnaii) as 
to who will be the President, it is believed that the two gentlemen 
will come out even in which cose in Judge from present appearances 
the chance is in favor of IJurr. All Burrs Acquaintances say bis 
talents are belter fittctl to the Station than Jcffersons, they agree 
he is a man of a bad Moral Character but that it is full as good as 
tlie others. No correct opinion however can be fomie<l as to the 
event. 

Y» Affect" 

Uevrn Powell. 
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Alex* Decern', 23', 1800 
Dear Sir. — 

Y' Polite and Friendly Letter of the ly'" demands my best 
^acknowledpincnts. For y' infonnatton therein respecting the 
Treaty, so (ar a* it had come to y' knowledge. 1>e pleased to receive 
niy ihankH. I am now worse Puzzled with respect to a President, 
than I have ever been during the wliole inteni|H-rate News Paper 

I Work, with Respect to Majr* Adams, Jefferson, Pinckney & Bur; 
it is true the thinR is more Simplified & reduced to a single Ques- 
tion, which will you have, Jefferson or Bnrr; Yet 1 do not in my 
ftfind, if I had the Casting V^ote. know what 1 sliould do on the 
Subject. If M' Jefferson is determined to follow, keep up. and 
■■\dopt French Politics — If lie becomes President. Civil War !c 
\ Ruin, will certainly, & shortly too. ensue. If M' Burr gets exalted 
to this Great Place in Question — 1 fear from what I hear, of his 
hot & intemperate Oiaracter, lie will involve us with both the King 
tof France. Sc France's dependencies, & the Emperor of the British 
and his Dominion to the North, the South & East of us. 
we that are now living must never expect Peace in our days. 
[And must die with the Pangs, and unpleasant feelings, of having 
left an everlasting hlimdy War. Strap! round the necks of your 
Childrens Children : You that have them — .\nd at large, our Pos- 
terity to the latest day. After all. f hope and Pray for the best; 
rind that Man that will not tare for, or Court, either French, or 
[British Policy, but steadily keep up the American Standard, should 
fbc the Choice, if I had a Vote on the Pre,<ent (Kvasion. 

.\t Present wc will say no more about M' Secretary of the 
[Navy, and I shall finish my I.«iter with saying that 1 Ixrlieve after 
frail, he or his .Vgcnts know but little about building Ships. 

I am. D' Sir. 

Y' very hble Serv' 

R, Hooe. 
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also confess tliai ihe Sentiments expressed in his diffcrcni letters 
Ke appears to me to be correct in hit official duties as well as Atten- 
tive, which under the present circumstances of thitif^s ought to 
recommend a greater eneim than has been found in him. 1 expect 
he will be a Candidate again & perhaps himself & Ct})' Lane will be 
the only two on the federal Side as I atn inld witli f^ood Atiihoril}' 
tliat M' Noland declines. 

No certain Opinion can lie given as to the President. One of 
M' Jcffcrsons letters to a person in IJcrklev has just I>een published 
which contain Sentiments that arc thought by some lo be Aiamiing, 
and 1 am persuaded will have a temlency to Rivit them more firmly 
aga" him. As to myself I feci itistrcssed at our Situation and I 
believe there never was a time when the interference of providence 
was more necessary. I wish to bear from the family & how you 
go on with the Qover Secil. Remember me to all & particularly 
your Mother I am 

Yr* afTei-ti' Le\-r« Pi>wia.u 



I-RAN'CIS ADAMS TO LEVKN POWELL. 



Cbntervu-lk Feb.y 6** i8oi. 
Sir, — 
Tlic letter you did me the Honour to write me. on the igth Ulto. 
came safe to hand, & am very nuich Oblidgc ihereby. you are 
Polite enough to request my opinion, on the Grand Question, of a 
choice in our next President. Sir it is with extreme Sorrow and 
regret, that I am Compelleil, even to think of either of the Gentle- 
men, who stand highest on the list for that Important Office, I 
believe it nevcv was lntende<! by any of that Party, to place M' 
Burr, in the Presidential chair, he was, only run with M' Jefferson, 
with a view of being appointed Vice Pres' in order to Shut out the 
otiter two candidates — my opinion is of no consctiuence. bnl 1 wilt 
freely lell yon what 1 think nn the Subject. I am told that the 
People of I-oudoun, have no Idea of M' Burr as pres*,. that in caw 
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you Slioiild Vole for him, ihat il will Injure your Election. PL'rliaps 
it woiilil bf as well to Vote for M' Jcflfi-Tsoii. an he Seems lo Ut the 
Choice of a large Proiwrlioii of Uie people. 1 have not been iii 
Loudoun Since last Nov' court, therefore can (jivc but Little ac- 
count liow they Stand EffcctH there. ! have no Doubt, but y<iu Cor- 
respond wiih Gentlcnien m that county, by whom you will no Doubt 
get I'rojK-r Information. 

] luive Shewn your Letter to all our frieiuU that I have met with, 
and our Joint and express wisib in, that you will exercise your own 
Judfinient. on ihis ImjKiriant Question, you bcinR better Infomicd, 
and a tjettcr Judge of these ibjngs. and well knowing your Inlegrily 
and .Miilities. will rest Satisfied with your Vote let it lie as it may. 
1 expect to be over at the Ciiy on that day, and will call to Sec 
lyou. If I .Should not. will ihank you lo Drop luc a Hue and let 
[me know, how things are going on. 

Most Respectfully 
1 am D' Sir Your 
Most t>b' Servant 

Francis Aoahs. 
Col. Levtn Powell. 



THOMAS LEE TO COLONEL LEVEN POWELL. 

CoTON Feby 7'* l8oi. 
My dear Sir, — 

I rec* your fav' of zi" Ultimo which an Express I am oblig* to 
send to Judge Washington gives me an opportunity of answering. 
I must confes.t that like your .".elf on ihe fir.M view of ihe Subject 
I sliou* have prefercd Mr. JcfTcrson to Mr, Burr, but upon reflection 
I have most certainty changed my opinion not only of the fitness of 
the Persons, but of the propriety of voting for Col. Burr as he is 
the choice of the Fcrleralists from almost every part of the Conti- 
nent, and having usually acted with them I wou'tl ever Sacrifice my 
own opinion and adhere lo men who were generally acting for th« 
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benefit and Support of the Goveniiiicnt, rather than leave tlKm 
Upon a Subject where I differed in opdnioti from ihcni. 

This tho is my private opinion on the Subject, and I beg it inay 
not operate one moment with you. upon the Staf^ of action tbere^ 
are a thousand Circumstances that ouptit to operate with you that 
I know nothing of, and of course I »houM prefer your Judgement, 
if other tilings were ef|tial. I shall probably see you before the 
Session ends, accept the earnest wishes of this family for your 
health and happiness. I am 

With real regard Yours 

Tuo^Lkr. 



J 



CHARLES LITTLE TO COLONEL LEVEN FOWF.L.L. 

Daubv Febry 8 l»0l. 

Dear Sir, — 

I recd'd yours dated the 23 ultimo but almost too late to make 
the experiment. I observe wliat you say Touchinu the Character 
of M' J. & B and was I in your situation I realy Should hnd difli* 
cully in giving my Vole but thus situated I think every Man of 
Candour would divest himself of all Prejudice and party Zeal 
and follow the dictates of his own Conscience unless expressly 
called upon by his constiluanls to vote in a particular manner, but 
thi* vote that is now to be given is of so General a nature that 
1 doubt much if any Member can be with propriety dicutcd to 
by his constttuants. if by the Election of M' J the Evils are to 
fall on tliis Country there would he little room for doubt wito 
ought to be the man. persuaded of this every friend to his Country 
with united voice would proclaim B to be their Choice, but. while 
things at present arc Viewed as |a] contingency that may happen 
they have not wrought that conviction on the minds of the people 
an<l thus is the great diversity of opinion amongst them. 

I have endeavoured to know the opinions of several of my 
neighbours and others and I find them as different as their 



The l.€ven PovtU <\>rre*}tondence. 



249 



(illcpbic) so niwh that I cannot risk an opinion upon the case. 
I rather think they arc for J. I find ihi: Mausoleum in tvcry 

' stage is a very unfavorable Proclttction. 1 was told the mind» of 
the people in Loudoun were han^nf; unfavorable to your Election 
but upon further Enquiry 1 find this not the case, I find M' 
Burr's friends are u*ing every exertion and belching out against 
the expence of <;overnnicnt and indeed saying every thing they 
can invent to irritate ancl inflame the minds of tliL- Weak ami 

i Credulous. 1 thitik your friends in both Town and Country' ought 
to use much greater exertions than they do. they know what crafty 
men lliey have to contest with. I wish you health and tiappiness 

I and hope you will give your Vote with that manly firmness which 

'Characterised you on a former (Kcasion and established you in 

[ the affections of your Constituants. 
I am witli nnich respect & esteem 

Dear Sir your very Ilblc Serv' 

Charles Little. 



LEVEN POWELL TO MAJOR ItURU POWELL. 



Washingtok Feb. 14'" 1801. 
[Dear Burr. — 

I rcc* the enclosed letter by Yesterdays Post which I enclose you 
as it informs you of M' Bullctts wishes. Wc have been Ballotting 
since the ti'" Ins' for a President & stand nearly as wc began 8 
States for T. J. 6 for A. Burr & two divide^l. 

A Situation most to be dreaded in my Opinion w* be to rise 
without a Choice & the Course which a few of us have pursued h&s 
been with a view to prevent tlwt Situation & I am not without 
hopes of Success. It is certainly of little cmisetiuettce as it respects 
the interests of the U. S. which of the two shall succeed, but it is 
[of the utmost consequence tliat one of them should & I believe 
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that will lake plac« in fav* of M' J. but of thi$ [ cannot Ray witli 
certainly. 

1 wish yoii would Send my Horse down so as to be here Ibe 4* 
of March. In Imsto. 

Levkn Powill. 



i.F.VF.N i'OWELL it) MAJOU BURR Pt^WELL. 



Washington Feb, 16* 1801. 
Dear ftnrr, — 

We have liccn ever sine* the 11'" Inst, endeavouring to make a 
President which is not yet effected, believing it of no kind of con- 
sequences it resiieeleil the interest of the U. States which of the 
Gentlemen were chosen & <]iscovcrinK Rrcai danger from Warmth 
on both sides that a choice might not be made which in all proba- 
bility would throw this Country into a very unhappy Sttnation, 
I did believe the true course would be to take such step» 3.1 migfit 
ward off that evil — M' Jcflfcrsons friends believed that he would 
carry it on the fir*! Ballot, an<l M' Burrs was Mill more certain 
that if they failed in the first that tlte latter would Ultimately 
Succeed. Several of us whose opinions were Similar agreed to 
Vote for M' Jeffersnu on the first Ballot Showing thereby our 
Acquiescence in the choice if he should he the Man & afterwar<l» 
to Vote with M' Burrs friends to give them also a trial, having 
been previou.sly Assured that a choice should Ultimately be made. 
These gCTitlcnicn 1 Ixrlicvc arc now Satisfied that tbcy cannot bring 
aver to their Side the States they expected & I did believe the 
thing would I>e finished to day which however has been put off 
until Tomorrow, when I think there is no doubt but it will end 
in favor of M' Jefferson. The Contest has been hard & obstinate 
but conducted with nnich temper te 1 hope henifits will arise from 
the uj>])OMtion as M' Jeffersous friends have been Obliged to make 
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great promises as to the course of his Administration, Faniailarly 
as it respects our Neutral Sititation & the Navy which it is believed 
he has Authorized tliem to do. How far these promises cait he 
Relyed on is uncertain but it is well to have them and wc arc not 
witliout hopes that it will learn him a good lesson that the Wash- 
ingtonian System will be the most prudent for him to follow & it 
he does this or conducts the Government with propriety there is 
a great Majority of those who have Voted against him that will \k 
fonnd among his Supporters. 

1 forgot to say any thing in my last about Clover Seed. I think 
it is probable that what I may Sew will be in the [illegible! . For- 
tune had better therefore get out as much in that way as will 
Serve us all in which case what is clean may be Sold. I wisJ) 
you would procure as much Plaster us I may want, my corn land 
wheat & orcliard field is all that will want it this year, some 
will also be wanting for my (illegil)le|. I wrote you by Col' Lane 
for my Horse to be here the 4'" of March. 

Y" in haste 

Lkvkn P0WE1.L. 



ROBERT WALN TO COLONEL LEVEN POWELL. 



Pmuv'ao January 1803. 
My dear Sir,— 

An oppertunity offering at the moment I rece*d your letter, I 
have put on board the Stoop Helena. Capt Hand, for Alexandria 
two turns of red Clover Seed which I have cotisigned to Mr, 
Cuthberl Powell. & by tomorrows mail will send him a bill of 
[..ading for it. Capt Hand will Sail in a day or two if the weather 
will permit & I have reason to believe you will find the feed to 
be of the best quality, it cost $7J4 p bushel which with the casks 
cooperage & postuage will amount to $112 'V„>o tor which you 
will at your leisure request vour Son to remit me. 
7 
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Be iMured my dear Sir it will always give me great pleaw 
to be serviceable to you here. I know of none so well entitled 
lo coniand the cervices of their fr»c»<U as ihuse who cheerfully 
render tliem. and 1 shnu'd indeed be nmrti&ed If you declined to 
command mine. 

"Hard (illc^ble) ami hard lying" have I fear been mure fortu- 
nate lo yourself tiian to your Country, its present state i^ indeed 
lo be rcKrctted, yet i cannot believe that those who have taken 
so much pains to obtain i>ower will be peemittecl to enjoy it long. 
Sbou'd our Contttry be so fortunate as to continue in peace and 
|iro«|KTity their fall may be delayed for little skill is requisite to 
conduct the Vessel of the Staie in giKni Weather and with a fair 
wind, but if TcoipcstB arise (and I think the |K»liti<al Horison 
b^Tis to be clouded) the People will want more experienced 
Pilots. 

That you may long enjoy the dcligttts and amuaemenis whidi 
your Farm afford is the sincere wish of your Friend and 

Obedient Scrv* 

Ron" Walk. 

Lntn P&wfll Esquire. 



I 



LEVEN POWELL TO MAJOR BURR K)WELL. 

MinoiJiBtniG. Jan"* 22*. 1805. 
Dear Burr,— 

Yott BMlU have iKsard before this reaches you that the ReeoltMioa 
before CoagreM tor a division of the district except the City was 
Kcgatived by a large majority. In this ease I cannot see what 
the Assembly can 4I0 to the Prejwtise of the [tllegibk| bank. U 
will be vef)' extraordinary if they dull Legislate on a subject 
without their Jurisdictioa. Tliey can. to be sure, lay a penalty on 
any gicraoa wbo :Uiall receive or )ta*s tbrir notes, but eurdy gen- 
tlemen who are audi great advocates for liberty will suffer otkers 



7*^ Lnen PcnttU Ihrrapomimxs, 
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the liberty of taking them or not talcing thi-m as ihcy Please. Th« 
bank will do as well as any other bank if they will l«t il alotie ami 
it is of advanlaRc to tlw apriciihiiral that the mercantile capital 
should be as large as Possible. We are all well here txcept a cold 
which has plagiied me for a few days but which seenis going off. 
The Winter continues uncommonly severe. 

V Affect" 

- 



JAMES MONROE TO MAJOR BURR POWELL. 

Oakhill Deer 31. i8sS 



Dear Sir, — 

On mature consideration, 1 have adopted a measure, respecting 
your claim on the FreiK'h gov', which appeared to me the mo»t 
advisable, & which I hope you will approve. Mr Plcasanton the 
auditor for the dept. of State, is versed in all concerns foreign as 
well as domestic relating to the claims of our citizens, and will 
of course, he able to ascertain, what the prospect now is, as sug- 
gested by the President, of the more favorable disposition in the 
French gov' to renilcr justice to our citizens, in reganl to their 
claim.4. 1 have transmitted to him, your papers, & authorized him. 
either to request the good offices of the gov', shonid lie on full 
examination sec any prospect of .im-cess, or to transmit them, cither 
to our consul Mr Barnctt. at Paris, or Mr Ucaslcy, consul at 

and to rc(|uest the services of the one selected, as a 

private agent, with the French gov', assuring hira that you will 
niake him in the case of success, a full & satisfactory compensa- 
tion. I have informed Mr. Pleasanton. lliat as your friend, I take 
great interest in your success, & pressed him to pay due attention 
to the subject. He is personally my friend, & will i know, comply 
with n>y rectuest. As soon as I hear from him, you shall be in- 
formed of the result. I will then return you the pamphlet on 
agriculture, which 1 wish to )>eruse more altenlively, tlian I have 
yet done. 
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My health may be cunKukreil as rcstured. iho' I am careful to 
avoid, as y«t, exposure to the cold air by riding on hor»efaack. I 
hope that yours, & Mi* Powell's & family's health is good. 

With sincere regard yrs 

JAMES Monroe. 



JAMES MONROE TO MAJOR BURR POWELL 

Oakuill Jaiiy 8^ 1829. 
Dear Sir. — 

I enclose you an extract from Mr. Pleasanton'» letter, which 
contains his sentiments on your claim on the French gov', and 
of the measure which he thinks it will be 1>est to take, in prosecu- 
tion of it. You will consider his remarks, & the subject generally, 
and furnish nic. with what he requires, & I will immediately trans- 
mit it to him. Yon may rely on bis best efforts, to obtain for you 
justice as you likewise may on Mr Bamett, for I know them well, 
& that full confidence may be placed in them. I shall certainly 
fpve to it. all the aid in my power. 

Very sincerely I am dear Sir >*our9. 

Jaues Mdnroie. 



JAMES .MONROE TO MAJOR BURR POWELL. 

Oakuill Jany 15. 1829. 



I 



Dear Sir, — 

I liad the pleasure to receive your letter of the iz"* yesterday, 
with the papers enclosed, which I forwarded to day, by mail to 
M Siophen PU-a^umion in the city, with a request, that if there 
should be others wanted, that he would apprize me of it, and I 
would procure them from you & send them to him. Not knowing 
wlielher he wimld accept of any compensation for the service. I 
have spoken of the provision made in your paper, as intended to 
en.tble him, to make a full indenmity to Mr Bamett for the service. 



Tht. I^nmi Pmoetl Cbrr«/Hni</«ic«. 
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& for all expenses altendiitg il. without prejuding him, from 
sucli acceptance if he (hinks proper. & to wliich, as the agency. 
15 altogether private, I see no objection. The compensation is of 
CMirt« contingent atwl (lq>en<leiit on success. 

tVer>' sincerely dear Sir yours, 
H Jaues Mokrob 

JAA 



JAMES MONROE TO MAJOR BURR POWELL. 

Oakhii.1. Jany. 20. 1829. 



Dear Sir. — 

I received vcstcrday the enclosed from Mr Pleasanton which I 
have tlie pleasure to forward to you. His iiistriictions are so pre- 
cise, and explicit, that I need add nothing to them. !n that circum- 
stance, relating to the comj>ensation to be made Mr Barnett. it 
may be ailvisable, for you. to state in general tenns. that you will 
make him such compensation, in case of success, as he may direct. 
Whether it would be projjcr to add "reasonable" or not, you will 
consider and act as you think best. I am satisfied, he would not 
ask the sum you propose to give him. and in consequence, it may 
be presumed, that the more confi<lcnce you repose in him. the 
greater wttl be his zeal in the cause. Return n)e ilie [illegible) 
papers as son as possible. 
^m With sincere regani yours. 

^H J.\Mt:S MONBOIL 

H JAM 



SOME MONROE LETTERS-COLLECTING FRENOl SPOLIATION 

CLAIMS." 

JAMES MONROE TO M.AJOR BURR POWELL. 

Oakbiix Feby. 4. 1839. 



Dear Sir, — 

I have the pleasure to enclose to you a letter from Mr. Pleasanton 
in reply to one which I wrote him. when I forwarded to him, the 



• These letlerj are taken from the Levcn Powell Paper*. 
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ptpers which yo« sent me, rcspectinj; yoor claim on ihe French 
gor'. He will pay Rrcat attention to it, & communicate to yoo, 
this information which \k may olitain from Mr Bamrtl. as Man 
as lit; rfceivos it. Mr. Uarnett is a friend of mine, & I requested 
Mr PIcasanton to assure him, of the great interest which I take 
in your siKceu. 

with sincere regard dear Sir yours 

Jahr-S Monroe 



JAMES MONROE TO M.^OR BURR POWELL. 

Oakuiix Augl to. r8J9 
iDear Sir.— 
I have just received the enclosed from Mr P 



whidi 

communicates the result of your claim on the gov* of France, and 
which I mii.tt rc^ct. is dtfTerent from what 1 think, it ought to 
have been. I am not aware that any blame is computable to any 
tine. Mr Skipwilh may have brought it forward, altho the ftct 
may not have been known, to Mr. BarmtU or Mr Ij Grang«. 1 
well know that lie always performed his duty with integrity A 
diligence. With sincere 

r^ard I am dear Sir yn 

James Mokroc 
I hope I hat your visit to the 
Springs will be attended with 
all the benefit, you see by it. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



following articles and reprints are herewith given to the 
tile in the hope tliat they may add something to our scant 
infonnation on the history of Virginia during the first half of 
the Nineteenth Century. The Uirger and better part of these 
Papers is the work of students in the department of history 
in Randolph- Macon College, and this work serves two ends: 
1. To stimulate the younger men of the State to study our 
history more carefully than has hitherto been the case, and 
a. To put on record some definite facts about ttie lives of httle 
known but important Virginians. 

The opinion of Judge Roane in the Hunter vs. Martin ca»e 
and the reprints of the Enquirer articles arc given to show how. 
1 the close of the War of i8ia, the States Rights ideas of 1798- 
were revived in Virginia and how Marshall became the target 
for the big legal guns in Virginia. Tliis episode forms a sort 
of prelude to the Missouri controversy. It is hoped that these 
reprints from rare newspaper files will be of some service to 
students of American history. 

WM. E. DODD. 
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THE PUBUC LIFE OF GEORGE C DROMGOOLE. 



BY EDWARD JAMES WOODHOUSB, A. B. 



GEORGE C. DROMGOOLE was bom near Valentines. Bruns- 
wick county. Virginia, about tlie year 1797. His f^and- 
father, Thomas Dromijoolc. came to Amcrioa bcfon- the Revo- 
lution frtjmSligo, Ireland. He travelled in Eastern North Canv 
Una and ViTginia as an itinerant minister of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church, and was a member of the 6rst Methodist Con- 
ference m this country, held at Baliimore in 1784. His son, 
Thomas, also a Methodist minister, settled in Brunswick county. 
Virginiii, and brought up a large family, leaving a competence 
to his children. George C. his youngest son, received a classical 
education at the University of North Carolina. He studied 
law, was admitted to the bar. and practised law in Brunswick. 
He was elected to the Senate of Virginia in tSij, at the early 
age of twenty-six, and was re-elected for twelve years in succes- 
sion. During three of tliese twelve years be was Chairman of 
the Senate.' 

Dromgoole was a member of the convention of 1819-50, elected 
to frame a new Constitution for Virginia. The two great ques-, 
tions of the Convention were suflrage and the basis of repre-'' 
sentation. In the consideration of these questions Dromgoole 
naturally favored the views of the aristocratic. conser\-ative 
East, ill opitositioii to the democratic, liberal West. He voted 
at different times to strike out the clauses giving the right of 
suffrage to leaseholders,' and housekeepers and heads of fanu- 



■Naticnul Encj-clopediu of Amtrrican Biogniphy, Vol. Nlll.. Pora'c Coo- j 
giessionul Urectory, and ItilTOdui:tioin u> ■ volnne of Tmneaec Stones, b3r' 
Ut<s Will Allen Dromicoolr. 

•Prooeeding* and Debates of Viixinia State Convention of 182{>-30, p^ 
63a 
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liesJ Both motions to strike out were lost. Dmmgoule favored 
I'the resolution to make one dollur the minimum amount nf taxes 
that shoxUd qualify a man to vote, but this. too. was defeated* 
An amendment to give the right of suRrage to every nuttve 
o( the Commonwealth, then a resident, who bad lived for one 
year in the county, district, city, borough, or election district 
in which he offered to vote and who had been assessed by and 
paid taxes to county or State was lost, Dromgoole voting against 
it^ 

Dromgoole belonged to the reactionary party in his view 
o( slavery. Tliis party, by securing a basis of representation 
consisting partly of the slave population, and by discouraging 
the plan of gradual abolition of shtvery. committed Virginia for 
good and all to stand or fall with the " peculiar institution." 
Monrue and oilier influential men favored (he gradual abolition 
of slavery, but the opposition to it was so strong that it was 
not discussed, except incidaually, in the Convention. The Federal 
basis was adopted for the House of Delegates and a white ba&is for 
the Senate? Dromgoole voted for this plan. Had Virginia adopted 
a plan for the gradual aboUtion of slavery, it is probable that 
the Upper Southern States would have followed suit. Thus 
the great struggle might have been averted. 

No s()eeche3 of Dromgoole's are rejiorted in the published 
proceedings and debates of the Convention, It is probable 
that he spoke seldom, if at all, for he was not in the habit of 
making many or long speeches even later when he was in Con- 
gress. John Randolph remarked on the silence of the members 
from Soulhsidc Virginia sometime after the Convention met. 
lie said: "I have looked to Norfolk. I have looked to South- 
ampton, I have looked to Dinwiddie, I have looked to Bruns- 



iSame, p. 82T. 
4SiinH!, p. 649. 
ilbid.. p, Ofli 
*PnK<«cliags and Debates, Conwnuon 1620-30. p. 080, 
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wick, for the display of talent which 1 knew to exist; but. sir, 
1 have looked in vain."? 

When South Carolina was agitated over nulIiAcation. "many 
o( the Virginia Democracy sympathizer! with the nullification 
doctrine, und lock sides with South Carolina, and it was lai^y 
through the inftuonoe of the Richmond En-pfirt-r and prominent 
Democrats like DromRoole. John G. Mason. Andrew Stevenson, 
and Philip P, Barbour that Virginia was saved from embracing 
the South Carolina here^*."* This was in tSja-ij, before Ehom- 
{[oole went to Congress, yet his influence was a factor of no 
mean importance in ihc State. 

Dromgoole was elected to the House of Representatives of 
the Twenty-fourth Congress in 1835. He was placed on the 
Committee on Militar)' and Foreign Affairs, and he must have 
shown the knowledge of parliamcntai)' law and legislative pro- 
ceedings acquired during twelve years in the State Senate, for 
during this session he was made chairman of a select committee 
to consider an amendment to the Constitution in r^ard to 
presidential elections. Nothing came of the report of the com- 
miucey 

Dromgoole asked unanimous consent to offer a resolution 
directing the Secretary of the Tnasury to communicate to the 
House full information as to the mode and manner of selectiiig 
banks in the States and Territories for the deposit of public 
money. Henry A, Wise objected and asked unanimous con- 
sent to oScr a resolution providing for a select committee to get 
the desircl inform.ition, Wise said, in the course of his re- 
marks in support of his plan, thdt he had no idea of calling on 
rogues for an account of their conduct. Objection was made to 
Wise's request, and his motion to suspend the rules was lost. 
The rules were suspended to receive Dromgoole's resolution. 
When it was considered the next day, Wi^e offered liis plan 

>Saine. p. 912. 

*Lileef Henry A. Wue, by Barton H. Wise. p. 9fi. 

*C<mtr*rsimaI Glebi of 183&-30. p, 273. 
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)tn amenftment to Drom^oole's plsii. Wise said he 
did not wish to apply to Secretary Woodbury for infomtittion, 
because the Secretary had rctilnied a false answer to the same 
request the preceding session. He said there were strong suspi- 
cions that there had been corruption practiced between the 
Secretarj- of the Treasury and R. M. Whitney in the iLSsign- 
ment of deposits and that he CWisc) wished to investigate." 
Some days later the discussion was renewed. Wise spoke of 
Whitney, the agent of the deposit banks, as having sworn 
alle^nce to Great Britain in ijiii. and ha\-ing been refused 
as an agent by a former Secretary of the Treasury. Therefore, 
said Wise, Whitney is not a suitable agent now between the 
Government and the banks. 

Dronigoole in reply said that he did not wish to choke inquiry, 
but desired not to .-msume the Secretary guilty without hearing 
him. Several other members spoke in favor of Wise's amend- 
ment, intimating that the Administration was using the con- 
trol of the public money to put down the national bunk, and 
that Dronifjoole wished to prevent inquiry." It is probable 
that Dromgoolc was sincere in the reason he gave for his posi- 
tion, for he was as much opposed to the deposit bank system 
as to the national bank, as we shall see later on. Wise's plan 
was adopted the next session, and Whitney was brought to 
trial for oontempt of the House, in that he refused to appear 
as witness before the investigating committee," He was dis- 
charged after a few (lays' proceedings. 

Early in this session, in Pebniar>'. 1836, the House authorized 
the appointment of a select committee to bring in resolutions in 
regard to the disposition of petitions about the abolition of 
Blaver>'. Pinckney, of South Carolina, was chairman, and Drom- 
goole WHS one of the eight others on the committee. They pre- 



•^CoKireutimai (Jlobf. IS35-3A. pp. .•tfl3-305. 
••GloU. ISfJKW. p. 327. 

■•Benton's Abridgineiit ol the DeUtce of Cuogna. Vol. XIII., pp. 201- 
307. 

) 
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seiit«d two rcsulutions: First. That Congress |Kifisesses no con- 
st.ttutiontil authority to interfere in any wny with the institution 
of slavery in any State of this Confederacy. Secondly. That 
Congress ought not to interfere in any way with slaven' in the 
District of Columbia. And. "for the pur|)0«e of arresting 
ajptdtion. and restoring tranquility to the public mind." they 
recommended that a resolution 1>« adopted. "Thiit all petitions, 
memorials, resolutions, propositions, or papers relating in any 
way 10 the subject of slawry. without either being printed 
or referred, be laid upon the table, and that no further action 
whatever be had upon them." These three resolulions were 
adopted May 26.'' At this time John Quince' Adams began 
his crusade against slavery and in defense of the right of peti- 
tion. When his name was called in the vote un the last reso- 
lution, he arose and said. "1 bold the resolution to be a direct 
violation of the Constitution of the United States, the rules 
of this House and the rights of my constituents." 

Clay introduced a bill during this session for the distribution 
of the surplus revenue. The Senate passed it. but the l-Iouse 
tabled it," Hinvcver. a hill introduced by Calhoun providir 
for the deposit with the States all the surplus revenue aboM 
five millions, the apportionment to be made according to tt 
number of Representatives in Congress, was passed by the two 
Houses. The House of RepreseiUalives added the amend- 
ment that the call-loans were to bear five per cent, interest 
if the certificates were assigned by the Government.'* Drom- 
goole was one of the thirty-eight to vote against this bill in the 
Uouse.i^ The bill passed in June, i&.)6, and the President 
reluctantly signed it,''" 

'iBwum's 'ITiiriy Yeare' Vurn-. Vol. I., p. 821. and Tl>e JudutomiHii Cpoch, ' 
Cha» H. Peck, p, 27*. 

"Peek's J>ck«onian Epoch, p. fflil. 

'»lWd.. p. BM. 

'•Demon's Tliirly Yojirs' View. ]> OS", 

"Woo'lrowf Wilson's Divinoii and Reunion, p. 87, iuxl Scbauler';! Utstory 
Ot the United Staioi. Vol. IV.. p. 230. 
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The slavery question caused a bit; flum- in the second session 
of the Twenty-fourth Cungre««. The gag rule, being declared 
• expired by the Speaker, was renewed, John (Jiiincy Adams 
resori«d to every .irtifice to get petitions aI>out slavery spread 
on the journal, and on Pebruarj- 6. i8j;. he said he had a peti- 
tion from twenty-two persons declaring themselves to be slaves. 
He wished to know whether this paper rame within the order 
[of the House to lay all abolition petitions on the table, and 
whether he should send it to the chair for the Speaker to <5e- 
cide. Objection was made to sending the paper to the Speaker, 
[and the Southern members were in a perfect frenty over the 
fniattcr. A stormy discussion was earned on during the 6th, 
' 7th and 9th of February. Resolution after resolution was 
presented to expel .^dams from the House, to try him for 
Contempt of the House, and to censure him. Dmnigoote offered 
a resolution that Adams be censured (or "giving color to an 
[.idea" that slaves had the right to petition as a substitute for 
one before the House. Adams ridiculed the odd expression 
I of Dronigoole's amendment, and this broke the spell of the 
contest. The House failed to pass the resolutions of disap- 
proval on February 9.'* but two days later passed resolutions 
to the effect that slaves did not have the right of petition, and 
I that the petition in question could not be received.'** This 

J occurence shows how high feeling ran on the ulaviry qucfltioa 
and the proportions it was beginning to assume. 
In the first session of the Twenty-fourth Congress Benton 
had introduced into the Senate a bill to receive only specie in 
[MQrment for public lands. This was defeated, but Jackson, 
on July II. 1836, by Benton's advice, ordered the Secretary 
of the Treasury to instruct the land offices to receive only 
gold and silver after August 15." in payment for public land. 



I 

1 

K 

1 



^ 



^Benton's Abridgment of Dcltttw of Congrow. Vol. Xlll., i^. SOfi-SM. 
wfljid., p. aw. 

•^boukr's Hiatoty. Vol. [V..p.36l.and Wilson's Division and Rcunioti, 
p. 91. 
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except from settlers or residents in States where the sates 
made, who could buy up to three hundred and twenty uitcs 
until December i;, 1S36, and pay for it in the ususi way." 
The Twenty-fourth Congress pasited a resolution in the secoitd 
seasKHi rescinding the "specie circular" as it was called, but 
JaclcKon neither s-igned or vetoed the bill, which was handed to 
him the day before adjournment." Dromgoolc voted against 
rescinding the cimilar,*> and we shatl see later that he was 
heartily in favor of a sjjccie basis. 

The House passed this session, as an amendment to the 
fortifications bill, un extension of Calhoun'K deposit policy, 
providing that the surplus above five millions after January 
I. [8,iS. should be deposited with the States us call loans. 
The Senate struck out the deposit amendment, but the House 
"adhered," and the whole bill was losi.'* Dromgoole voted 
against the resolution to disagree tu the amendment of the Senate 
striking out the deposit clause.*' 

Van Burcn called an extra session of the Twenty-fifth Con- 
gress for the first Monday in September, to consider measures 
fur the relief of the general financial distress. In his message 
he opposed the national bank, and, also, the use of any banks 
as depositories for the public money. He advocated the policy 
of the specie circular, the establishment of an independent 
treasury and the passage of a bankntptc)* law for corporations, 
banks, and individuals.'* 

Resolutions were passed by both House and Senate declaring 
that a national bank was inexpedient,*' Dromgoole voted for 
the House resolution,** However, the opposition to the Indo- 

"Peck'i Jncksonian Epoch, p 200. 

"Ibid., p. 302. and Schoulw, Vol. IV.. p, IWS. 

••Bmton's View, Vol. ]., p, TOC 

Mlbid.. p. 710. 

nHenton'K Abridgment, VoL Xll].. p. 334. 

•^Jacksonian Epoch, p. 350. 

"Ibid,, jv MD. 

••Benton's Abridgment. Vol XIIl,, p, M7. 
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nilent Treasur\' was very stPonR, and a bill for its establish- 

[mcnt was tabl<»l in the House after being passed by the Senate. 

["his bill had been amended by Calhoun to the effect that, by 

gradual degrees, until Januar>' i, 1841, the revenues of the 

^Government should be paid in gold, silver, or paper, issued 

^Kvnder the authority of the United States and expressly per- 

^■initted by law to be received, Wc have seen already that Drom* 

^F8<><>'^ ^"<' opposed the national bunk, the distribution of the 

surplus, and the rescinding of the specie circular, and we shall 

see later that he opposed the deposit banks and favored an 

Independent Treiisur>-, thus supporting all of Van Buren's 

measures except the passage of a bankruptcy law, to which he 

was opposed." 

A bill passed this session to postpone to January 1. 1839. 
the fourth instalment of the deposit with the States. Drom- 
goolc voted for the postponement, as was natural since he had 
oppose<l the deposit bill.** He voted also for a bill to issue 
ten million dollars worth of Treasury not«s>' The notes to 
be for not less than fifty dollars, interest bearing, payable one 
year from date, and transferable only by endorsement." 

Van Bureti recommended the Independent Treji-turj' ngain 
in his message tu Congress in the regular session, but it failed 
in the House after passing the Senate without Calhoun's specie 
amendment. Dromgoolc made a speech in favor of the bill 
on June lo. i8jS. In beginning, he u-ied these words: "From 
careful study and honest conviction. I belong to that political 
party who insist upon a strict and limited construction of the 
grants of power enumerated in the Constitution, and who, in 
my own State, in the early struggle waged between States 
^Rights and Federal encroachment, concurred with the General 

^B ■*Adilr(aaof thoSlatw'RigbtsCviiveTiiicni tothePoopleof Vir^nia. writi«n 
^Rdt the most part by Dromifnole. RkhmonJ Enqtiinr, about March 13. I&t3- 

■■Bfinton'fi Abridgmcni, Vol. Xlll.. p. 497. 

J'lbid., p. 620, 

xjacluonian Epoch, y. 304, 
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Assembly in peremptorily and explicitly declaring that 'it views 
the powers of the Federal Constitution, as resulting from the 
compact to which the States are parties. a« limited by the plain 
sense and intention of the instrument constituting that com- 
pact: and. that in case of a delilwrale. ])alpable. and dangerous 
exercise of other powers not granted by the compact, the States 
who are parties ttiercto, have the right and are in duty bound 
to interpose for arresting the progress of the evil, and for main- 
taininij, within their respective limits, the authorities, rights 
and hl>crties appertaining to them!'" He characterize^! the 
deposit system as violating the provision of the Constitution 
that all public money shall be kept in u Treasur>- and that 
the Treasury shall keep the public money secure and ever 
ready for apprupriiftions. and shall pay it out for these 
alone. The deposit scheme, he said, lent the revenue of the 
Government to State banks, over which the Government 
had no authority, and which did not keep the Govern- 
ment funds always available for the current ex|)en3es- Con- 
gress could attempt no reWsion of the policy of the banks 
without encroaching on the authority of the States. Thus 
the system of deposit banks tended to efface the line of parti- 
tion between the State and Federal goveniments, and, »aid 
Drumgoolc. "The obliteration of the line of diWsion of political 
power between the States and the Federal Government mars 
the beauty, deranges the design, destroys the harmony, and 
impairs the strength of our whole political system." By ap- 
plying the proceeds of revenue to iiicre^ise banking capital. 
Congress transferred wealth from one class to another. This, 
said Oromgoole. wa» robbery and furnished a stimulus to un- 
just taxation. The Independent Treasury would hold the pub- 
lic money always at the disposal of the Government, would 
make possible the keeping of a simple account according to 
the pwivtaion of the Constitution, would remove the stimulus to 
unjust taxation and the odious discrimination in the assign- 
menta, and would diminish the probability of and the opi>or- 
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tunity (or corruption. Dromgoole expressed himself in favor 

of a k6\A and silver currency as the only kind ihe Constitution 

iBUthorized the Feileral or the State govemmcnls to estalilish. 

Though Dromgoole waived the question as to whether or 

[not the exclusive iirivileges of bantu were in accordance witli 

the genius and principles of Republican government or con- 

l^stent with the equal rij^lits of citisem. He implied that he 

[thought they were not." 

On Docemlier i8. 1837. Slade of Vermont, presented petitions 
[for the abolition of slavery- in the District of Columbia, and 
[moved to refer them to a select committee with instructions 
! to report a bill for that puqjose. When the matter was called 
up on December ao. Slade began a speech against slaven* in the 
I abstract and began to discuss slavery- in Virginia. Amid much 
confusion, strenuous objection was made and the House was 
Ledjoumed- The members from the slaveliolding States met 
(in a committee room. Secession was proposed, but was re- 
jected. The gag rule was pushed to the front again and was 
(adopted on the next day." Dromgoole voted for the adoption 
of the gag rule, of course. 
Sometime during this session Dromgoole moved that an in- 
quirj" be made intu the reported printing of the work of Con- 
gress by some other than the printer elected by Congress. 
It was rumored that the printer elected had sublet the con- 
tract. Dromgoole called attention to the too lavish expen- 
diture shown by this state of aSairs. if true, and censured the 
general waste of money in the proceedings of Congress, especi- 
ally by committees clothed with absolute power to call wit- 
inesses and take testimony. He seemed opposed, however, 
[to the proposition to take Government patronage from politi- 
[Cat journals and said it would take strong reasons to make him 



uDrorogoote's Speech on Independent Trruury. Appendix to Cbb*. 1837- 
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vote to proscribe any individual, or class of individuals, from 
canying on their tnide. Perhups His views n-ere considerably 
influenced by his relations to Ritchie and the Enquin-r. He 
look this occasion to express himseU' in favor of an Inde- 
pendent Treasur\'." 

On M^y i^, of this session. Dromf[0o1e opposed the printing; 
of fifteen hundred extra copies of the Report of the Sur\'ey 
of the Alleghany river, on the ((round that it was an attempt 
to pledge the House to a revival of the system of internal im- 
provements by the Federal Government. As was to be ex- 
pected, he opposed internal improvements.*' This session of 
Congress closed July 9, 

During the summer of 1838 hapi^ened. from a personal view 
point, the most unfortunate occurrence in Dromgoole's whole 
life. He was drunk at a bal! at the hotel in Lawrenceville. 
Mr. Daniel Dagger, s very rujined and estimable gentlenuLn. 
was at the supper table with Dronigoole. Mr. Dug^^'' ^^ <>f 
humble origin, and his mother in her earlier days, and possibly 
at this time, was a mid-wife. Drom^oole. without the least 
provocation, twitted Mr. Dugger about his mother's profes- 
sion. Mr. Du^f^er at once "slapped his jaws." The next 
morning General Dromgoolc knew nothing at all of the affair, 
and was willing to do anything in his power to atone for a thini; 
he would not have done in his sober moments. The matter 
would probably have been settled had not some over zealous 
political partisans of Dromgoole insisted that he should fight 
in order not to lose his political prestige. Dromgoole reluc- 
tantly consented, and the duel was fought at a secluded spot 
on the Roanoke river, on the plantation of Dugger's second. 
Thomas Goodc Tucker. Hiram Haines, the editor of a Demo- 
cratic paper then published in Petersburg, was General Drom- 
goole's second. Mr. Dugger was killed. It is said that the 
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Whigs were not entirely free from blame in the mutter, and 
that they encouraged the duel, because it gave them a chance 
to get rid of a fonnidable opi)oneni in General Dromgoole, 
though at the risk of the Ufe of Mr. Dagger, who was a member 
of the Whig p.-irty. The fact tliat Dromgoole was drunk when 
he insulted Duggcr, and the interference of their political friends 
partly excuse General Dromgoole, but we must blame him 
for being under the infiucnce of liquor st the ball and igr not 
insisting upon a reconciliation in spite of his political friends." 

It is a curious fact that, in the Virginia Convention of 1819-39. 
Dfx>mgoole voted against excluding a person who should fight a 
duel from places of profit, trust, or emolument in the Govem- 
meiit>* At that time there was a strong sentiment in favor 
of settling private difficulties by duels. A man was apt to 
be called by many a coward if he refused a challenge. This 
fostered the practice of duelling among Congressmen, against 
which an act was passed at the last session of the Twenty-fifth 
Congress. 

Wh«n the Twenty-sixth Congress met. there was a contest 
as to five of the six seats to which New Jersey was entitled. 
The Representatives of that State were elected on a general 
ticket and not by districts. The returns from two districts 
had not come in within the time set by the State laws, and 
had been thrown out. This caused the election of five Whigs. 
The DemocraU contested the election and sent live Repre- 
sentatives, too. When the Clerk of the House came to New 
Jersey, in calling the roll, he refused to call the roll Further, 
and said he could put no motion to the House. After four 
days of debating John Q, Adams volunteered to put the mo- 
lion, and he was made Chairman until R. M. T. Hunter, of 
Virginia, was elected as Speaker, Randolph, of New Jer*e>-, 

n[ am intlvbted to Judge P. B. Buford, of LawTpncevillc. Virginia, for the 
fuels of the dud, which he hod from one present at the bull, and ooavenaRt 
wiih the whole nuitter. 

•"DelMtes. p. 785. 
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was Gworn and the contest as to the other five seats was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Elections.** When it came up. 
before the reference. Dromgoolc made a short speech in favor 
of investiKatin); the election to find out where tbe majorities 
lay. He held that the people of a State were represented in 
the House, the government beinj* represented by the Senators. 
Hence, he said, the HottKe should recwve those chosen by the 
real popular vote, and not necessarily those that held creden- 
tials from the State officials. He s;tid the Constitution eoh 
powered Congress alone to judge the elections of its membeis, 
and that no action, or law, of States could nullify this consti- 
tutional power. He cited cases in which the House had de- 
cided contested elections supporting his view.*" This speech 
John Quincy Adams characterized, rather unjustly, as "elabo- 
rate and disjointed."*' 

John Q. Adams represents Dromgoole as threatening the 
Speaker with an appeal from his decision on a point of order 
should it be in tjivor of Garland, who was offering an amend- 
ment on the election case o( New Jerse>'. Adams says that, 
after the Speaker sug^sted to Garland ihe form in which the 
amendment would be in order, "Dromgoolc. with his brandy- 
braaened face, consoled himself that on the point of order 
he had been right,"** In the impression of Dromgoole that 
we get from this, we should take into account Adam's violent 
opposition to the Southern party, of which Dromgoolc was one 
of the leaders in the House, However, we know that the love 
of strong dnnk had a strong hold on Dromgoole. Adams 
speaks on July 17. 1840. of going into Committee of the Whole. 
"Geot^ C. Dromgoole drunk in the chair." and saj-s that other 
members bad to take Dromgoole's place.** 



fCongrft-tioual Gldit, yKtO-Ki, pnxt^inxi of first few days. 

*'lbia,. p. 58, 
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Januar>* 93, 1840. the bill for an Independent Treasury 
d the Senate, and on June 30, the House i).'isse<l it a!so, 
the prcx-ious question being used to cut off debates and amend- 
ments>* Oromgoole, ax we have seen, was strongly in fnvor 
of the plan for an Independent Treasury', as well as the specie 
clause of this bill, which provided that all deulinss of the United 
States should be in gold and silver.^'^ This wus the only im- 
portant legislation accomplished this session. The last session 
of the Twenty-sixth Congress was passed in merely voting 

ftho necessary supplies for the Government. 
\ Drom^ioole refused to become a. candidate for the Twenty- 
seventh Congress.*' The reason for this action we can safely 
conjecture to have been furnished by his private affairs. Vtr> 
ginia had cost all of her twenty-three electoral votes for Van 
Buren. with whose policy Droragoote was almost entirely in 
sympathy. It is very probable that Dromgoole would have 
been elected, and it is not likely that be refused to run because 
he feared the Whigs would have a majority. 

Dromgoole was again called upon to represent bis county, 
this time in the Democratic Convention uf Virginia, March 
9 and 3. 1843. He was appointed chairman of a com- 
mittee of twenty-three to' draw up an address to the people 
of Virginia from this Convention. This address Dromgoole 
and Seddons, of Richmond, wrote, but as published it con- 
sisted for the most part of Dromgoolc's work, since a part 
of that written by Seddons was replaced by a substitute of 
Dromgoolc's. Van Buren's friends favored November 4. 1843, 
as the date for the National Democratic Convention, and voting 
by States according to the will of the majority in each State. 
Calhoun's friends wanted the Convention in May. 1844. the 
voting to be by districts, or per capita. The Convention ex- 
pressed its preference for November 4. 1843. but agreed to 

ujncksonian Epoch, p. 436. 
4<6c}iouler. Vol.. IV.. p. S24. 
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abide by the wisb of the tnajority of the States. It was dmdcd 
that Virginia's delegates should vote en masse, according to 
the will of the majority of them. 

Dronigoole at first wrote in the address to tlw p«op1e his 
views in reference to the general ticket electionii, but this was 
cut out as too long. Ritchie published it in the Eni^uiTa 
several days afterward, but we shall not discuss it now since 
DromKoole expresses the same viewti in a speech which will 
be noticed later. Dromgoote was chainnan of the committee 
of five to have the address published.'' 

Calhoun often spoke, in his letters about this time, of his 
belief and fear that Ritchie and Dromgoole were going to 
lead Virginia to join New York in favor of protective tariff." 
He intimated that Dromgoole dictated to Virginia^ and said 
the omission of any reference to tarifl in Dromgoole's addr&ts 
was ominoui^.)' The address of the Convention, to which he 
probably referred, expressly stated that, though the Demo- 
cratic party of Virginia favored tariff for revenue on account 
of existing conditions, it was ultimately in favor of free trade. 
The address ojiposed the bankrupted' law. as we have already 
noted, 

The address, as far as national affairs are concerned, is summed 
up finally in these words: "Fellow citiwns, the great question 
is shall the>' (the Whigs) succeed from our supineness and 
want of energy? Or shall we. by tlic magnitude of the stake, 
be roused to action, to the highest vigilance, caution, energy, 
and union, to defeat our opponents, and by defeating them, 
finally and forever put an end to a National Bank, a funded 
debt, the protective tariff, the distribution of the revenue from 



*EaqnirtT. Murch 4, 7. D. II. 18*3. 
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the public lands, the assuniption o( St<it« debts, the creation 
of & slock of two hundred million dollars, to be charged upon 
as and our posterity, and Eecure the permanent ascendency 
to the Republican States-Rights Party, with the principles 
and policy for which they have so long and so nobly contended. 
Yes! by defeating them we will give victory to our banner, 
n which are inscribed free trade, low duties, no debt, no na- 
ional debt, no partial legislation, no assumption, separation 
from banks, economy, retrenchment, and strict adherence to 
the Constitution."" This is s good exposition of Dromgoole's 
position with reference to the ^reat questions then before the 
people. 

The address discussed the election of the President by the 
House in case of a failure to elect by popular vote, and spoke 
of this mode of election as one to be tolerated only on the ground 
f exi)ediency. The people should elect the President when- 
it is possible. This was an echo of Dromgoole's advo- 
respect for the will of the people, stated in Iiis speech 
ew Jersey election case. A thorough revision of the 
wbole doctrine of corporate rights, a radical reformation in 
the entire system of the moneyed institutions.^* and the fos- 
tering of genera) education, were the other matters recom- 
lendcd. 

Dromgoole was elected to the Twenty-eighth Congress iind 
was put on the Ways and Means committee, one of the two 
ino|t important committees at this time, that on Foreign Affairs 
being the other. He had been on the committee un Foreign 
Affairs in the Twenty-sixth Congress. 

, Dromgoole reported favorably from the Ways and Means 
committee a resolution to repeal that part of a previous act 




"Ail<lm« wf ihe Suick' Rijjhti! Convention to thp people of Viigioia, £f»> 
9HI>i-r, ubout Mun-h 13. 1^3. 

uNotc the corrcspondcnn.- of this with DtumKoole'x %'iew coi this subject, 
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of Congress that provided for the division among the Statet 
of the proceeds from the sale of public lands and to keep this 
mone/ in the Treasury.^ It passed the House, but not the 
Senate^ A bill for an Independent Treasun- reported favor- 
ably by Dromgoole from the Ways and Means committee 
did not pass. 

The Representatives from the stave States bTX>ugbt forward 
the gag rule, and the Northeni Democrats helped them to 
pass it, because, so Adams says, they were afraid to lose Um^M 
Southern votes for Van Buren should they refuse.^ V 

In April, 1844. Tyler submitted to the Senate a treaty for 
the annexation of Texas. This was a complete surprise, for 
the negotmtions had been kept strictly secret. T>-ler had re- 
jected two secret proposals of Texas for annexation before 
Webster retired from the cabinet. Upshur, when he succeeded 
Legare as Secretar>- of State, carried on. under Tyler's ta- 
Btructions, negotiations for the annexation. Houston, the 
President of Texas, agreed to the treaty on condition that the 
United States should pledge itself to fight Mexico in defence of 
Texas and station its troops and fleets in a position for this par- 
pose while negotiations were pending. T>'ler ugned the treaty 
«ariy in April iind at the .<ame time ordered troops to be sta- 
ttoned near the border, and a strong naval force to be sent to 
the Gulf of Mexico." He sent the treaty to the Senate Ap: 
33. i844.»» The whole country was startled. Clay and V. 
Buren were questioned, and both said they were opposed to 
any immediate steps for annexation. Van Burcn tost the Dem- 
ocratic nomination by his stand on this question. In the Coa 
vention in May Itc had a majority on seven ballots, but it took 
two-thirds to nominate, according to a rule adopted by the 



nGUbt. 1843-44. p. STD. 
ujotuna] o( Houk. lSi3-M. p, 200. 
i*Adamt' Mcnuxrs, Vol- XI.. p. 519. 
wScboufcr. Vol- XV.. pp- 449-tS7. 
^Ihid.. p- 4S»- 



The Public Life of Oeorge C. Dromgmle. 



277 



»i 



Convention. Vii^ia's (ielej^ates vote<l against him from the 
first, and his support gradually diminished. James K. Polk 
[was finally selected. The way in which the Southern atinexa- 
tionists, especially the Virginians, foil away from Van Buren 
showed they were in deadly earnest. They mistrusted. Van 
Buren even though he said he was willing to bow to the will 
^■of the people.^^ 

^P The treaty was kept in committee room of tlie Senate until 
^Kafter the parly conventions bad met. It was rejected June 
^^8. 1844.*° The Democrats declared for "reoccupation" of 
I Oregon, also in the May Convention. 

^h This declaration started a strong sentiment in favor of press- 
^ing the Oregon claim. Hughes introduced a resolution into 
the House to declare that the House thought the United States 
had a right to the territory between 4a degrees and 54 degrees 
40 minutes north latitude, called Oregon, and that the gov- 
ernment should take possession. This was amended to include 
va recommendation for the annexation of Texas. It was tabled 

»by a small majority, Dromgoolc voting against tabling.^' 
The United States claimed as far as the parallel of latitude 
54 degrees 40 minutes north by the Louisiana purchase and by 
exploration and settlement. English fur traders had settled 
as far south as 49 degrees north latitude, and the claim of the 
[United States was not strong, or clear enouf;h to justify the cry 
raised by some holhea<led Democrats. "Fifty-four, forty, or 
dt" The line was finally fixed at 49 degrees north latitude 
In 1846.*' 

Tlic question of election of Representatives to the House on 

[general tickets, rather than by district, was discussed in the 

next session of Congress. Dromgoolc made a speech on 

December 10. 1S44, in favor of declaring valid the elections 




w 
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on jieneral tickets in spite of the provision to the tontrs 
in ttK apportionment act of a prevtouc Congress. He 
that Congress bad the right to decide as to the constitutic 
ality of an act of a former Congress, because the Constitulic 
gave, Congress power over the election of Representatives ar 
Senators. He held this to mean that each Congress had the 
power to decide whether or not the men sent to it had 
elected according to the requirements of the Constitution, an 
be declared that a (onner Congress had no power to bind ibc 
present one to a certain course. 

Dromgoole quoted a provision of the Constitution''^ which 
says that, "The time, place, and manner of holding elections 
of Senators and Representatives shall Ite prescribed in behaU 
of each State by the Legislature thereof, but Congress may at 
any time, by law, make or alter such regulations, except as to 
the place of choosing Senators," Dromgoole's view was that 
this gave Congress merely su]>ervi8or\' power and provided 
(or the contingency that there should be no provision for elec- 
tions made by the governments of the States. He said that 
Madison held this view."^ But, said Dnamgoole, even if Con- 
gress had not supervisory, but absolute power over the time, 
place, and manner of holding Congressional elections, the divi- 
sion of the Slates into districts or the ordering of this to be 
done comes not under this head, but under that of apportion- 
ment of the quota of members among the people of the State, 
which the Constitution delegates to the State govemmenu. 

He said he was supported in this position by the Constitu- 
tional Convention of Virginia held in iS39>30.''i 

On January 8, 1845, Dromgoole presented the resolution 
for the annexation of Texas. On January 14. he made a speech 
in favor of this measure. His speech amounts to this: Though 
the Constitution confers on the President and the Senate the 

AiCoiMtitution. section 4, nrticic 1. |Mni|rraph 1, 
•*Madiwn Pupew. Vol III., p 1282. 
*iGtobe. 1&44-4\ p. 94. 
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'er of acquiring territon' by treat)', the United States is 
not obliged to acquire t«rritor\- in order to admit new States. 
The Constitution of 1787 was to go into effect if nine States 
ratified it. North Carolina and Rhode Island did not ratif>' it 
when the other States did. and they were treated as foreign 
States. Goods coming from them was taxed just as from any 
European country. These two States afterward cime Into the 
Union. Vermont separated from New York in 1777 without the 
consent of New York, but New York acknowledged her inde- 
pendence in 1789. Vennont was admitted into the United States 
in 1791. Why. then, cannot Texas be admitted as a fore^ 
State?** Dromgoole showed the wide range of his reading by 
Tcferring to and quoting from the Statutes of the United States, 
New Views of the Constitution, by John Taylor, of Caroline. 
Sladc's Vermont State Papers, the Madison Papers, the Feder- 
alist, and the early records of New York. 

The bill passed February 28. 1845. and was signed by Tyler 
on March 3. It adopted the Missouri Compromise Line. 3,6 
degrees 30 minutes n^jith latitude, as the Northern boundary 
for slavery in the new territor)-*' 

CKiring the summer of 1845, Polk ordered General Zachary 
Taylor to cross the Neuces into the territory claimed by Texas 
far as the Rio Grande. Taylor's force of fifteen hundred 
was increased to nearly four thousand. In December, 1845, 
Texas was admitted into the Union. Early in i)i46 Polk ordered 
Taylor to advance to the Rio Grande. The Mexican general 
demanded that he witlKlraw. Taylor refused and defeated the 
Mexicans in two battles. Thus began the war for territorial 
aggrandizement. Polk, in his message in May, 1846. said that 
war existed by Mexico's own act. and Congress declared war.** 

In July. 1846. Congress passed an act for lower tarifl to take 
e6Fect December i. We have seen already the view of tariflf 

••AppendiK ta Cioi*, IS«-45. p. 300. 

*»WiUon'« Divaion and Reunion, p. 147. 
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that Droingoole set forth in th« Virginia ikddress, and knuw 
his position on that subject. 

A bill passed Congress (July) for an Indefjendent Treaaurj-, 
like that of July. 1840** Dromgoolc made a speech in favor 
of it. He called attention lo the violation of the pro- 
visions of the Constitution by the deposit s>'stem and the 
conformity of the Independent Treasur>- plan to these pro- 
visions. His other arguments were practically the same as in 
his other speech on this subject in June, 1838. Dromgoole 
spoke strongly in favor of Cftlhoun's wnendment that only 
gold and silver should be received as revenue, and emphasized 
the fact that tlie Constitution gives neither Con};re!Ui nor the 
States power to make anything but gold and silver legal tender. 
He pronounced a high tribute on Van Buren's foreseeing patri- 
otism and consummate ability in recommending the Indepea' 
dent Treasury ever since the extra session of 1837. In closing' 
Dromgoole denounced in the bitterest terms T>-ler's admin- 
istration and implied his belief in the charges against Daniel 
Webster.?' The object of this denunciation was probably to 
prevent the impression that Dromgoole was in sx-^mpathy with 
T\'ler and his coterie of friends. Wise. Gilmer, Beveriy. Tucker. 
and Rives, called by Clay, the "corporal's guard.""' 

During this session of 1S46-47 independent bills passed in 
the two branches for three million dollars to settle the boun- 
dary dispute with Mexico. The House bill included the Wiltnot 
proviso that slavery should not be admitted to the territory 
thus acquired. The Senate would not agree to the proviso, 
and it was dropped in the conference between the two Houscs.r> 
Thus Congress supported the war Polk was carrj-ing on. Drom- 
goole favoreid th« maintenance of the claim of Texas to territory 



••Sdiouler, VoL IV., p. 510. 

**Chbf. 1S4.V40. p. 637. 

"Sclumlcr. Vol. IV,. p. 385. 

''Wibcm's Division and Reunion, p. 156 and Schouler, Vol. IV.. p. 044. 
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as far <is the Rio Grande, and sanctioned the 'President's itction 
in sending troops to defend that icrritoi^* until a boundary 
should be eslaljUshed," 

Dromgoole was elected to the Thirtieth Congress against 
Colonel George W. Boiling, the Whig candidate. An eye wit- 
ness'* of a discussion between the two at Dinwiddic Court- 
house relates an incident that shows how Dromgoole's unusual 
ability would crop out even when he was under the influence of 
liquor. 

Colonel Boiling was on time at the appointed place, but 
General Dromgoole had not come. After a time he appeared 
down the road in an old-fashioned gig. He was spattered from 
bead to foot with red clay, which stained his white hair and 
his clothes. He had fallen in with a wagon camp when he was 
driving over from his home the day before, and had stopped 
with the wagoners and gotten drunk that night. Most of the 
DcTnocrats, crestfallen and disgusted, thought he could not 
in that condition; but, at the instance of some who 
him better, they borrowed a suit of clothes for him. 
He begged for something to drink, but they gave him 
none until they were ready to enter the courthouse. Then 
Dromgoole was given what seemed to be a pint of brandy, or 
whiskey, which he immediately drank. He then ordered a 
quart of toddy, three-fourths whiskey and one-fourth water, 
to be made and placed on the table nearby, where he was 
to speak. 

Colonel Boiling began the discussion. He read many ex- 
tracts from the "blue book." a summary of the proceedings 
of GmgTCSs. and often inquired "Where was General Drom- 
goole when the vote was taken on this important measure that 
so deeply affects your interests?" Everybody knew that Drom- 




iiChbt. IHt5-4«. p. W2. 

Mjudgc P. E. UufonI, of Brunswick, who was pmeot, andtowhom I an 
iiidet>ted for this incident 
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goole hatl otten tieen absent when votes were taken on im- 
(wrtant measures. When BoIHng had finished, Dromgoote 
ttrose. poured out a tumbler of the toddy, drank it, an<] com- 
menced, "My friends and fellow citizens of Dinwiddie, my 
able and amiable friend Colonel Boiling, has undertaken to show 
that t am not worthy to represent you in the Congress of the 
United States. This is, perhaps, an cas>' task, and one that 
may not tax to any appreciable extent the great abihty of my 
friend, but. after he haii succeeded in this undertaking, ho will 
find himaelf confronted by the more difficult, if not impos- 
sibh! task of proving that he. Boiling, is." This formed tbe 
prelude to a tine political speech, in which he demolished Bol- 
Itnx's speech. 

Dromgoole was very quick at sledge-hammer repartee and 
took advantage of every slip of his opponent. At another 
discussion he answered Boiling's question, as to whether the 
people would rather have in Congress, him Boiling, who would 
always he in his place, or Gcncial DromKOole,'* who would often 
be absent, by asking; "Fellow dli^tcns. had you rather have 
to represent you, me, who will often be absent, but who will 
support your interest by my speech and vote when 1 am pre- 
sent, or Colonel Boiling, who will always be present, but who 
will always speak and vote against you^" Thts brought a 
roar of applause, for the Brunswick district was Democratic.^ 

Dromgoole did not hve to take his seat in Congress. He 
died April 37, 1S47. after a short illness. The following notice 
appeaivd in the Enquinr a day or two later. 

"Died in Hassess." 

"Such was the simultaneous exclamation of two Democrats 
when news was brought them of the death of General George 
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Dromf!Oole, who has ju<>t bem elected to Congress from the 
Brunewick district. This painful intelligence, which had been 
rumored for several days, reached us yesterday in such a form 
that vre aie (orrcd to credit it. Not niiiny days since, n fmntl 
jnform<t us. General Dromgoole met his political opponent in 
the county of Amelia and addies^d the people with striking 
power and eloquence. He diiicussed the great questions oi 
the day with an ability which few can equal. The election 
came off and resulted in his favor, though from peculiar causes 
the issue was involved in doubt and was probably not known 
to General Dromgoole when he breatbcd his last. His name 
is proudly associated with the bistorv* of the Republic-in party, 
nut only in Virginia, but in the Uniun, one of whose ablest, 
firmest, and most prominent champions he was acknowledged 
by all to have been. General Dromgoole was a giant in mind, 
and his honor and character were never impeached. Faults 
he had like other men. which, in the language of the Pennxyl* 
vanian (presumably Buchanan^ somewhat 'impaired the use- 
fulness of one of the brightest intellects in the Union.* but 
his native State will never forget the distinguished services 
of one who has tilled so many high uffices in her councils. Peace 
to his ashes!" 

This seems a fair estimate of General Dromgoole. Though 
dissipated to a degree that would have sunk an ordinary man 
to the level of a common sot. his extraordinary talenUt and 
great intellectual power enabled him to command the votes 
of his fellow citizens as long as he lived. Upright and honor- 
able, he always worked for what he thought was the best for 
his country. The Independent Treasury system and the prin- 
ciple of sound money, which he always advocated, are now 
acknowledged to be conducive to the prosperity of the country. 
His Southern, and hence, slav-ery sympathies led him perhitps 
to go too far in the Texas boundary question and to sanction 
an unjust war. but he n^ver went to the extreme measures of 
Calhoun, Rhett. and the other nulliliers. He loved the Union 
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too well. Dromgool« followed Van Buren And entertaine<l to 
his death a high admiration for his great chief. However, he 
never he.iitated to act for himself, and he was rather one of 
the k'iidvrs than a follower in the Democratic party. 

A politician and an orator of a very high order. Dromgoole 
was seldom, if ev«r. «un>a».4eil on the stump. He was about the 
medium height, had a strikingly noble head, and was a very 
hand^umie man. His actions were graceful and deliberate, his 
voice musical and clear His speeches were always keenly en- 
joyed, and the people loved to hear him. 

An amusing incident, thiit occurred at a mass meeting, 
shows how eager the people were to get their favorite to speak. 
Droomgoole was by chance present at a time that Colonel 
Boiling was to speak. Colonel Boiling very courteously offered 
to divide the time with him. but Dromgoole declined, saying 
the appointment was Boiling's. Colonel Boiling spoke at con- 
tiderable length, and the people got impatient, they wanted to 
hear Dromgoole. Boiling reminded them of his offer and Drom- 
goole's refusal- Finally the cry of "Fire" was raised: every- 
body rushed out of the courthouse. Boiling sat down. The 
[Kople came hack and called for Dromgoole. It was u ruse to 
get Boiling to stop. 

Dromgoole's life was probably ihoriened by his unfortunate 
habits. He was about fifty years old mben he died. R. G. 
Scott, in a letter to Calhoun, dated April 17. 1845. speaking of 
the forthcoming election of governor, said: "Dromgoole 
might have been in our way, but his intemperate habits 
placed him, I think, out of the chance of further elevation. 
Thus love for drink strangled the genius of an intellect that 
should have placed Dromgoole on the roll of American states- 
men. 
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BENJAMIN WATKINS LEIGR* 



BY BDWIN JAKBS SMITH. A. H. 



ABOUT 1750 PcmAmlo Leigli. an emigrant from England.^ 
settled in Kin^ William county, Virginia. He was a man 
of some importance, liavini; nutrrieil Mary Cole, the daughtcrj 
of Colonel William Cole, a member of the House of Durgc 
from that county. Their only son, the Rev. William Leigh, 
was the father of Benjamin Watldns Leigh. He was educated 
at Willi:im and Mary, and after corapletiii); his course for the 
ministrj' at Edinburgh, was ordained by the Bishop of Lon- 
don in 1771. He returned to America and was pvea charge of 
Dole Parish. Chesterfield county. Here he took un active part 
in the Revolutionarj- movement, being one of the ten clergy- 
men who signed a protest against Great Britain's taxation^ 
in 1774. 

He married Elizabeth Watkins. tite daughter of Benjamin 
Watkins. the first clerk of Chesterfield county, and an ardent 
supporter of the Revolution. On Iter mother's side Elizabeth 
Watkins was the granddaughter of Archibald Cary. one of 
tlie most illustrious men of hi.<i day and a meml>er of the Con-, 
stitutional Convention of 1776.' The Rev. William Lctgl 
lived with his wife at Dole Glebe, near Petersburg, Virginia, 
and it was here at "Gravel Hill" that Benjamin Watkins 
Leigh was bom June 16, 17S1. 

In the year 1787 the father died, leaving Leigh a linle boy 
six years of age. Under the tender care of a loving mother 



*Nou.— Tlie nnttxw dc«ns to thiuik UissE. U, Robinson. Mr. Lcish Robfaw 
aon, ot WuliinKton, D. C, Mr. D, T, Pulliam. o( Manchwier. Va., aad Mr, 
A. B. WiUiMna, o( Ridimond. Va.. for valuable infomuitioa on the subject 
ot thk paper. 

•See CriggBby'i Coaventka u( tTTA. p. 9a 
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I and the tutelage of his beloved master. Treedlcr Robinson.' 
he grew up with that religious tendency and that love and 
pride of bis ancestors which marked his whole career. In 
after life he often »]>cke with great respect of his old Scotch 

; tutor, to whose early training he attributed much of his suc- 

"cess. 

Having finished his private education he entered William and 

*Mai>* College, when aft%r a. course of conscientious woik he 
graduated in iSo3> It was here that he b^an a. friendship 
which was to last throughout his life. Though by nature he 

I uid Chapman Johnson differed on the political questions of 

I the day. yet, so frank and so generous were their natures that 
during periods of the most strenuous political opposition each 

; loved and trusted the other. 

He w-^s admitted to the bar of Petersburg in iSos. when 

, only twenty-one. His first case was one which appealed to 
his emotional nalure, and the speech he made on this occasion 
placed htm in the front rank of his profession. He practiced 
law here until 1813, when he removed to Richmond. 

His native county sent him to the House of Delegates in 
181 1, where he stayed for two sessions. Here he served on the 
committee for Courts of Justice;* and was recognised as an 
authority on all legal questions. He was one of the heartiest 
supporters of the ancient doctrine of instructing United States 
Senators, and when John Tyler introduced resolution!! cen- 
suring Senators Giles and Brent for voting for a recharter of 
the United States Bank. Leigh proposed an elaborate substi- 
tute, prefaced by a preamble justifying the doctrine of in- 
struction. This was accepted in the place of T>'ler"s.» Later 



•Sm; Witt's Sc^-cn Dcmdw. pp. »1-32. 

>Sce McFftrluiul'suddrawin SouHitTMlMfraryMetitngrr,\'ol. XVlL.p. 123, 
«S«e Journal of House of DclcgatM, ISII-IK 

iSw T>-1er'e Tylers. Vol. I., p. 274. ft ««j. See Journal of House of Delc- 
\g&ies. 1811-12, pp. 1S&>9. 
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in his lite, on failing to obe>' the instructions of the Legislature, 
or resign his seat in the Senate, he came into conflict with his 
own resolutions. 

In 1813 he began the practice of law in Richmond, and during 
the remainder of his life, when not occupied by State duties, 
he lived there. His great knowledge, coupled with his cli 
insij^ht, singled him out of all men for his State's most impoi 
tant misEions. 

The L^Ki^'&ture decided in 1S19 to collect and revise the 
existing laws of the State. Leigh was chosen for the super- 
vision of this most important work, and the Code he gave to 
the public added matcnany to his reputation as a profound 
lawyer, besides fitting him for more exalted positions in his 
country's service. 

His next work of importance was that of a Commissioner 
to Kentucky. When made a State in 1789, Kentucky agreed 
that all public lands in her boundaries reserved by Viiginia 
for nulitar>- rewards sliould be exempt from her disposal, until 
1773. Then all undistributed lands should revert to Kentucky 
for distribution. In the me-intime. the Indians, threatening 
war, occupied the lands and rendered distribution im 
sibte. By a treaty with them in 17&6 the United States gw 
the land to the Indians, who kept it until 1818. Then Vir- 
ginia put in her claim. Kentucky pointed to the agreement 
of 17&9 and refused to recognize it. 

After some delay Virginia sent Leigh to lay the matter be- 
fore the Legislature of Kentucky. He appeared before that 
body in May, tSia, and addressed^ them in regard to Vir- 
ginia's claim. They would not accept his terms, but agreed 
to appoint a commissioner to confer with him for the settle- 
ment of the matter, subject to tlie approval of the Legis- 
latures. Hcnr>' Clay was appointed by Kentucky. He 
and Leigh met .'ind agreed on a convention, which provided 
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[ithat » Board of Arbiters, four in number, who should not be 
['Citizens of cither Virginia or Kentuckj'. should meet in Wash- 
in and decide the difficultie!!.' The Le^slature of Ken- 
elcy ratitied this convention, but Virginia rejected it by a 
small majority in the Senate, "on account of the tenacity of 
both Houses in adhering to their disagreeing votes on the 
amendment to the bill."* Leigh was much mortilied "at such 
fit defeat of his best efforts for the public service and At the 
ridicule and dishonor which Virginia had brought nn herself."" 
This work huving been completed, he retired to private life 
I until the meeting of the Constitutional Convention of 1839-30. 

In 1838, the opposition to the Constitution, which had been 
[gradually increasing since its adoption in 1776, culminated 
tin a demand for a Constitutional Convention, by a majority of 
5.000.'° The scene of the greatest dissatisfaction was in the 
Western section or what is now West Virginia. The old Con- 
stitution provided for « freehold suffrage qualification and 
representation on the basis of taxation and numbers combined. 
The majority of the Western people were small landholders 
with very few slaves, while the people of the East owned large 
plantations nnd great numbers uf slaves. Thus many of the 
[Westerners were allowed to vote, and those to whom this privi- 
he^e was given failed to get equal reiiresentation on account 
of their poverty. The affairs of the State were controlled by 
the Hast. 

At the call for a Convention, each county seemed to realise 
the iniportance of the occa-sion and sent the best men available, 
even going out of their own limits in the choice of their repre- 
sentatives, Leigh, although he resided in Richmond at the 
time, was chosen by the people of his native county, Chester- 



rSee Journal uf House of Delegates, 1S33-S9. 

•Sec Nib's Register. iJKKt, 

•See Leigh's letter to Clay. February 12, 1823. Coltoo's CUy. Vol. III., 

pp. 73-*. 
••Sec Intnxludjon 10 the Debates of Convention, 1820-30 
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field, to represent them in this body, illumed by the presence 
of such past masters in the art of legislation as Madison, Uon- 
roe, Randolph and Marshall. Here, as the acknowledged leader 
of the conservative party, he played a very important part. 

Mr. Madison was elected President of the Convention by 
accl ambition. Upon the report of the Legislative committee, 
the first question of importance before the House as a commil- 
cee of the Whole, was that of the basis of representation. Mr. 
Green, of Culpcpcr. amended the report of the committett^^H 
which based representation in the House on numbers alonepH 
to read, representation in the Hmise of Delegates shall be based 
on numbers and taxation combined." Leigh and Upshur sup- 
ported this amemlmi-nt, Cooke, of Predericrk. opposed it. 

Leigh, in a long speech, argued that since the people of the 
East paid three times as much taxes as the Westerners they 
ought to have more influence, especially in the House of Dele- 
gates, where all taxes were levied. "Power and property may 
be separated for a time, but never divorced."" He said that 
the poorer class of mountaineers, who filled the same place in 
society as slaves, were represented, while the slaves of the East 
were not represented at all. He pointed to the governments 
of our sister States, most of whose constitutions called for a 
representative basis of number* and taxation combined. Tlie 
Federal Constitution had the same basis, The cause supported 
by his opponents would place the wealth of the people of the 
East directly in the hands of the illiterate whites of the West. 
He was wilUng to have representation in the Senate based on 
the number of whites, but to make it the basis of representation 
in the House of Delegates was a "cruel, palpable and crying 
injustice." The amendment was lost by one vote, cast by tbs 
chairman.'.' 

I<eigh then moved the amendment to base representation 

"See DolMtm of Convention, 182».30. pp. 53. rf uq. 
"Soc Dcb«t4» of Convention. 1 829.30. p, Iftl.rtjwj. 
iSw DebatM of Conveaticni, p. 321. 
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ton the number of free persons and three-fifths of all slaves. 
(This was also lost by a small majority." After various com- 
promises had been offered and much debating done, this basts 
.was finally adopted, though in a dis^Jsed form. 
I When the much disputed question of suffrage came up. Leigh 
strove earnestly for a freehold requirement. He spoke for it 
with much force, using precedent as an argument — an evidence 
of his exlraordinar>" conservatism." He was defeated'* in his 
[proposition, hut not entirely, icince the new Constitution merely 
ivideoed the scope of suffrage without eliminating entirely the 
[freehold qualification. * 

Through Leigh's influence a privy council was established 
tto advise the Governor.'? Again we see his abhorrence of the 
itralization of power, which is shown more closely while in 
[the Senate in his opposition to Jaclcson's high-handed meas- 
tures. 

Though from force of numbers and the influx of new 
leas, Leigh faile<l to accomplished his desired ends, yet be 
' was acknowledged the most important figure in the Convention, 
and especially in the committee room was his logic most pun- 
It, his speech most eloquent and his influence most potent. 
. was the arena of his greatest activity, anil where he showed 
[himself one of the most learned, as well as the most conserva- 
tive anil conscientious men in Virginia. He it was to whom 
I she looked when there was an important mission to be pcr- 
I formed, or a great work to be done. When the trouble arose 
in South Carolina. Leigh was considered the man to repre- 
sent Virginia in the attitude of a peacemaker. 

The whole South was much dissatisfied with the tariff of 
1838. and that of 1852 drove South Carolina, perhaps unreason- 
ably, to exasperation. Here the doctrine of nullification whs 

■^«e Ucbaus of Conventioa. Ia29.40. p. 341. 

'iSee Debaus o( Convention. 1829-30, p 393, ri Stq. 

"•Sm Uebaus o( Convention. 1S29-30. p. WS. 

■tScG Debates of Convention. 182&W, pp. 580. <( Mf. 
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brought into practice. The people were two to one in tat 
of it and in November. 1833, a convention was called which 
adopted iin onlinance drclnriTig the acts of 181S and 1831 null 
and void and prohibiting the "payment of any duties under 
them within the State." It determined to niaintain the ordi- 
nance and threatened to secede if forced to obey the tariff 
acts.'* Letters with resolutions were sent to all lier sister 
States asking them to join her and stating bcr position. They all 
Ry tnp:il hited with her, hut disapprove'! such hasty action and 
refused to join her. 

Virginia received the communication and on January 36, 
1833, B. W. Leigh was unanimously elected Commissioner to 
South Carolina,"' be.irinK resolutions disapproving her action 
and advising her to rci'onsidcr it. Leigh addressed the Legis- 
lature of South Carolina in a forceful manner, urging the nulti- 
iiers at least to suspend the act until after the adjournment 
of Congress. They were not inattentive to his counsel. 

Jackson expressed his (1isa])pri>val of nullification in h pr 
ctamation and secured the passage by Congress of a "P< 
Bill," an act authorizing the President to suppress the rebel- 
lion in South Carolina." Through the intiuence of Clay, how- 
ever, a compromise tarilT bill was passed one day after the 
"Force Bill,"" which satisfied all parties and on March n, 
1833, South Carolina repealed her nullification act. 

Again Leigh, after helping to quiet the storm that threatened 
the Union, retired to private life. He had now 1iea)me th 
most prominent man in Virginia, and when a vacancy occur 
in the Senate he was chosen to fill it. 

The main issue on which Leigh was elected was the remova 
of the government deposits from the United States' Bank.' 
The Bank had been established in 1791 by Hamilton, in the 



■*See Hack's Jaoksonian Epoch, p. 193. el uq. 

'■See Journal of Houdc of Dctcsatcf, I832.,1, 

m6m Bchonler't History- of United States. Vol. IV., p. 01, H wy. 
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face of Jefferson's opposition. In 1811, at the expiration of 
its charter, it was abolished. The war of iSia brought so 
much disorder and distress in financial matters, that in order 
to remedy these ills and more finnly establish the currency 
system, the Bank was re-established in t8i6, with a twenty 
year charter. After many variations in fortune, the Bank 
had become in 1838. at Jackson's election, a strong organiza- 
tion, with a capital of thirty-five millions, seven of which had 
been subscribed by the United States. The Bank was the 
depository of the Government, all surplus funds being placed 
at its dispo^l. In 1839, however, it incurred the displeasure 
of Jackson on account of some party trouble, and in his (itH 
message to Congress he suggested the abolition of the Bank 
at the expiration of its charter in 1856.** 

He continued his opposition to the bank until i8jt>. when 
he was disposed to drop it until after the election, but Clay 
thought he saw a chance to defeat Jackson in his re-election. 
Accordinjily he forced the issue by bringing before Congress 
a bill (or recbartcr. It passed both houses, but was vetoed by 
Jackson. The veto, however, did not have the effect Clay had 
anticipated, and Jackson was re-elected. Clay made his mistake 
by supposing that a ^reat moneyed corporation like the Bank 
would command greater respect than General Jackson, the 
man of the people.'^ 

Jackson regarded his re-election as an endorsement of his 
pohcy, and renewed his fight against the Bank with redoubled 
vigor. In 1833 he ordered his Secrctan.' of Treasury to remove 
gradually the deposits of the Government from the Bank, and 
place all incoming revenue in State banks. Secretary Duane 
refused to do so and was dismissed. His place was 6Ued by 
Secretary Taney, whom Jackson knew to he a strung opponent 
of the Bank.'* Congress, on Clay's motion, passed resolutions 

>'Soc Wilson's Division a,t\<l Kcunioii. p. 60. *t st^. 
•jSw Wilson'* Di^Tsion and Reunion, pp. T&-80. 
•^t* Wilton's Diviiinn and Reunion, pp. 8(^81. 




2Qi 



Rtmdolpk-Maeon Hisforieai Papers. 



I 
I 



censuring the President's action in dtsmissinf; his Secretary 
of Treasury (or refusing to act in violation of his sense of duty, 
and attacking the new Secretary for removing the deposits 
for reasons "unsatisfactor}* and insufficient."'* 

Virginia opposed the removal of the deposits mainly on 
account of the effect il would have on the money market.** 
and on February »», 1834, the Legislature instructed W. C. 
Rives and John Tyler, her Senators, to vote for llw restoration 
of them. Rives refused to do so and resigned.'^ Leigh was 
elected to fill the vacancy thus occasioned, and took his seat 
March 5, 18.14. I^e introduced many memorials calling for 
the restoration of the deposits and spoke against the act, calling 
it a menace to public credit and denouncing it as unconstitu- 
tional in that the President had taken too much power on him- 
self. He was. as he said, indifferent in regard to the renewal 
of the Bank charter, but the sudden removal of the deposits 
would produce a panic.*^ He fought the usuri>ation by the 
Executive of power rightly belonginR to Congress.** This 
was a beginning of the opposition to Jackson, which marked 
th^ remainder of his career in the Senate. 

Jackson protested against the resolutions of ceosurtin April, 
1834, in a very well-worded document, in which he said that tlie 1 
action of Congress was unconstitutional, in that it virtually ^| 
impeached him without two- thirds majority of the Senate. 
This protest awakened all the fire of Leigh's eloquence and 
he denounced Jackson as a tyrant that had "the presumption. 
* • * which no monarch since the days of King Henry VIII. ^m 
ever claimed before." After much debate resolutions reject- ^^ 
ing the protest and declaring it not in accord with the rights 
of the Senate were passed May 7, 1834.1° 

fSee WiIscid'a Din&iuti and Rviinion. \i. 83. 

•«6ee various mcmoriiiUfron) nil parts of the Statr.publishtd in the £Mg*rfr 

"See Tyler's Tylers. Vol. I., pp. 481-4. 

^Se« Speech on Depout*. March IZ. 1834. 

mSm Speech on Renewal of Bafik Charter. Mardt 18. 1834. 

i>S«e Pedt'i Jackscinitin Epoch, pp. STtS^- and 339. 
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e^h's term expired in 1^35 and the campaign for his re- 
election was a close one. The counties of the West were op- 
posed to him on account of his red-hot speeches in tlie Con- 
vention of 1839-30 in regard to suflrage and the basis of repre- 
sentation.^' He was much opposed, also, on account of his 
views on the recharter of the Bank. He had passed 
from the stage of imliffcrcncc to it which marked his early 
speeches in the Senate to one of active support. He thought 
the Bank was unconstituttonnl. but so many advanUtges ac- 
crued to the country from it that they more than equalled 

Bthe unconstitutional objections After u bitter rnmpaign, 
Leigh was elected by a majority of two.-" He resumed his 
seat in the Senate, a more determined opponent of Jackson 

■than before. 

As soon as the resolutions of censure were pa.ised, Benton, 
of Missouri, Jackson's most ardent supporter, announced his 
determination Lo have them expunged/* and in 1834 intro- 
duced resolutions to that effect." They were lust by a large 
majority. 

K The sentiment in Virginia underwent a change, and in 1S36 

■■she instructed her Senators Tyler and Leigh, to vote for Ben- 
ton's expunging resolutions. Tyler refused to obey and re- 
signed. Rives taking his place. Leigh, however, refused to 
obey or resign. He wrote a masterly letter to the Legislature 
justifying his course, tt wilt be remembered that in 1811 he 
introduced resolutions in place o( those of Tyler, in the pre- 

I amble of which ho justified the doctrine of instruction.'*' In 
that preamble will be found this clause: "It is admitt«d 
Ivithout difficulty that if a State instruct its Senators to give 
>'TyIw's T>-lcrs. Vol, I., p, 513, 
*S« Eivinirtr (Richmond) o( ihal dale. 
uSea Tylw-K Tylcm. Vol. I,, p. 514, 
mSk Peck's Jacluonian Kpoch. p, 318, *t Wf. 
MSee Tyler's Tj-len. Vol. I., p. 518. 
»Soc JoTimnl of Koufc nf DelqcatM. 1811-13. pp. \5b-9. 




i 



296 



lianditliph-Macon Uislorical I'ojiers. 



s vote plainly unconstitutional, or to raise ttie standard of 
rebellion, the Senator is not bound to obey such instruction." 
Leigh maintained that the ex|junging of a resolution from the 
journal of the Senate was plainly unconstitutional, and be 
was not required to obey the Le^slature in regard to it. Part 
of his party stood by him, but the majority denounced him 
as inconsistent. He wrote. "I know verj* well that I cannot 
do my duty to my country without a sacrifice of m)-sclf as a 
public man in my own State, for as an advocate of the right 
of instruction in iSia I am peculiarly situated, but I am pre* 
pared to make the sacrifice without a sigh or murmur. ">' 

Ht rt^tained his seat in the Senate, and in a most memorable | 
speech against the resolutions, in which all his eloquence and' 
power were displayed, be overthrew all his opponents and 
helped defeat the Benton resolutions a second time. He main- 
tained that the act of expun^inj^ part of the journal of the 
Senate was unconstitutional, and said," And, Mr. President, 
in that catechism which I learned at my mother's knee, I was, 
taught "to keep— to keep — to keep' my hands from peeking and' 
stealing and my tongue from evil speaking. "^^ 

In 1836 lie resigned, as he maintained, solely on account oE 
the "imperious necessity he was under of giving his whole 
attention to his private affairs, or rather in his sense of 
duty he owed to his family and to alt bis personal relations in 
society."'" 

Benton persisted in bis efforts to liave the resolution; cen- 
suring Jai'kson expunged, and by a steady increase in the Demo- 
cratic party finally succeeded. 

Leigh was Reporter for the Supreme Court of Appeals from 
1819 to 1841, and at the expiration of his service published the 



*>St9 his letter li» Tyler, 'l>ler*s T>'1<t9. Vol. I,, p, 623. 
i^See Wiat't Se\-cn Decades, p. 138. rt 1119. 
xSm his ten«r tii Eiu}itir*r of 1836. 
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[repoits in twelve volumes. The care with which this work 
Ivas done have made them very valuable in the legal pmfce- 
sion. 

ThU was his last public service. He retired from political 
life never again to emerge. His name was mentioned in 1839 
as a nominee for the Vice- Presidency by the Whig party, but 
he refused to allow it, for the reason, perhaps, that he was 
not more persistently "mentioned."** 

k Though lie was honored with some of Virginia's most im- 
•rtant commissions, and was recognized as "one of ttie {jKAtesI 
It^Dpblest men of his day."'*' h« was too conscientious to 
a politician. He siud and did what he thought proper, 
regardless of what people thought of him. For this reason 
he never reached the eminence in political life to which his 

•ability entitled him. He lov-d his country devotedly, but his 
State more, and any encroachments on her rights by a high- 
handed Executive were deeply resentecl. He was no fervid 
' believer in human progress, and. therefore, always belonged 
|to the conser\'ative element in politics. 

'As a debater he was of the Seoatorial order. Had he been 

Fearlier in the Senate, as long as Clay. Webster, or Calhoun, he 

[would have been master then with all three present. The 

sr he wore it the brighter and higher-mettled was his 

t^tMJ.''^ 

All through his life he was a devoted Christian. Having 
inherited a love for the Episcopal Church, he died in its arms 
■ OR February 1, 1849, at hio home in Richmond. 



«iSm Schoulcr's HUlor>- of i>» Unil«d Suua, Vol IV.,p.331-w. 
4iSe« Wat's Seven DccaHot. p. 130. 
*<Sec Wise's Sci.*cn Dcradcs. p. 142. 
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ROBERT R. LIVINGSTON-BEGINNINGS OF 
AMERICAN DIPLOMACY. 

' BY fiOBBRT KBUP MORTON, A. M., 

GnidtMtc Sltidvni »t the Johns- Hopkins Univ»r«ity. 

ROBERT R, LIVINGSTON, better known as Chancellor 
Livingston, wiis liom in New York City, on November 
aj, 1746. His paternal ancestors were Scotch and may be 

Itraeed back to the time of J»me.s I., at whose death Sir Alex- 
ander Livingston was appointed one of the two joint regents 
during the minority of James il. James Livingston, son of 
Sir Alexander, was the fir^t Lord Livingston, and Alexander, 
the fifth Lord and one of the two guardians of Mary, Queen 
of Scots, was the immediate ancestor of the American branch 
^of the family. The son of the fifth Lord Livingston was a 
gyman, the first of three generations of ministers of the 
Church. The last of these clerRj-mcn, and the only 
of any prominence, was Che father of Robert Livingston, 
I'the founder of the family in America and the great-grandfather 
lof Chancellor Livingston. Robert Livingston came to America 
[about the year 1683, and obtained a grant of some one hun- 
Idred and thirty thousand acres of land on the eastern bank 
[of the Hudson river. He became prominent in the aSairs of 
Ithe colony of New York, holding many important offices. It 
twas through his influence, though without any sinister pur- 
rpose on his part, that William Kidd was given command of 
a ship and sent against the pirates then infesting the Atlantic, 

»bul who, betraying his trust, turned pirate himself. This 
pioneer of a great family bequeathed to his eldest son. Fhilip, 
all his ofhces save one. and all of his estate with the exception 
of some thirteen thousand acres on the south side, known as 
[the Manor of Gemiont, which he gave to his second son, Robert. 
las a reward for some important services in detecting a negro 
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plot to massacre all the white inhabitants of the neighborhood. 
The Manor of Clcnnont was next inherited by Judge Robert 
R. Livingston, the Chancellor's father. Judge Livingston wa«j 
a man of learning, culture and piety, prominent in the politics 
life of the colony, and unwavering in his opposition to the tin- 
just measures of George III. As was the custom then, he owne 
a targe number of slaves, who were employed in tilling the 
lands of the Manor of Clermont. The Chancellor's mother 
was Margaret Bcckman, a granddaughter, on her mother's 
aide, of Robert Livingston, nephew of her husband's great- 
grandfather' 

Chancellor Livingston's early life was spent on the patemalj 
estate at Clermont. In due time lie was sent to school and^ 
in 1765 was graduated from King's College, now Columbia 
University, on which occasion he <lclivered an oration on lil>erty. 
which was much complimented. After his graduation he studied 
law under William Smith, the historian, and under his kins- 
man. William Livingston, of New Jersey, being admitted to 
the bar in 1773. at which time h6 formed a partnersliip lor 
the practice of his profession with John Jay. In the same 
year he was appointed Recorder of the City of New York by 
Governor Tr>-on. but in 1775 he was dismissed from office 
because of his sympathies u-ith the Revolutionar>- movement. 
In April, 1775. he was elected to the General Assembly from 
Duchess coimiy, The following year witnessed his labors in 
the l*rovinciai Convention, which changed the name of his 
native colony to the State of New York. In the latter part 
of this year he was elected to the Revolutionary Congress, 
but resigned in 1777 on being appointed Chancellor of Nevj 
York, which office he held until iSoi. one of his official 
being the administering of the oath of allegiance to Georg 
Washington as the first President of the United States. Pre-" 
vious to this he had served on the committee appointed 10, 
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r up a. CoiiBiitution for New York State, and was, also, 
one of the committeic appointed by the Rc\-olutioTiaT>' Con- 
gress to draft the Ueclaration of Independence, though at first 
opposed to such a declaration. His dutie« as a member of the 
"Committee for Facilitating the Military Oper^ions on Hud- 
son's River" required his presence in New York bcfoix; the 
Declaration was ready for the signatures of its framers. While 
on this latter committee, Livingston was a constant adviser of 
Washington. Shortly after Benedict Arnold was wounded at 
the battle ol Saratoga. Livingston urged Washington to place 
him in command of West Point, as a man "whose courage is 
undoubted, who is the favorite of our militia, and who will 
agree perfectly with our Governor."' That the Commander- 
Hin-Chicf of the Continental forces valued the counsel of the 
^future Chancellor is made plain by his pleading the above advice 
as a justification of the appointment.^ At another time he 
wrote to Washington, severely criticising General Putnam for 
the incapacity shown by that officer at the battle of Long 
Island, and regretting, "that his (Putnam's) patriotism will 
not suflFer him to take that repose to which his advanced age 
and past services entitle him."* In 1779 the Chancellor was 
again honored with a scat in the Revolutionar%- Congress, but 
declined to scr\'c. preferring to remain in New York. But the 
particular aim of this paper is to give a complete outline of 
Livingston's diplomatic labors than has hitherto been attempted, 
and hence the mere recounting of the events of his life ceases at 

I this point. 
The United States Dbpartuekt op Foreics Affairs. — 
Inasmuch as the subject of this paper was the fir^t SetTetary 
bf Foreign Affairs, and inasmuch as he was closely identified 
with this department of our Government in its infancy, no 
sketch of his career can be complete, tmless it gives some aiten- 

'Spark's Writini(t of Ooorgc Wti«hint;ion. VII . flB, 

ilbuL, 2C5. 

*Spaik'K Writtngx of Woshinjflon, V., 284. 
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tion to the early duties and priWIesea of this branch of the 
Executive power. Tlie idea which resulted in the establish- 
ing of a Department of Poreit;n Affairs was first advocated by 
John Adams, who, in the Pall of 1775. induced Samuel Chase, 
of Maryland, \p make a motion in Congress that ambassadors 
be sent to Fnmce.' As the result of Chase's motion, the Rcvo- 
lutionan,' Congress, sittmg at Philadelphia, on November 39, 
1775. appointed a committee of five to correspond with "friends 
in Great Britain, Ireland, and other parts of the world," a 
on March 3, 1776, Silas Deane, of Connecticut, was s«tect 
as the agent ol this committee in France, thus becoming t 
first American diplomat. This committee was known as the^ 
"Committee of Secret Curresjiondcnre." and proved so unsat- 
isfactor)* in attaininK the desired end that Congress again tooh 
up the subject and appointed a committee to report a plan''' 
for the Department of Foreign AfTairs, On January 10, 1781, 
Congress received the rei>ort of this committee and detennine 
that, "the rising power of these United States entitle them to! 
a place among the great potentates of Europe, while our poU> 
tical and commercial interests point out the propriefy of culti- 
vating with them a friendly correspondence and connexion." 
Recognising the fact that these ends could be obtained only 
by "a constimt attention to the State of Europe." and 
the necessity for a regular exchange of information with 
its representatives on the Continent. Congress resolved: 

"That an oBice be forthwith established for the Department 
of Foreign Aflfairs. to be kept in the place where Congress ehall, 
reside; 

"That there shall l>e a Secretary- for ttie despatch of biutii 
of said office, to be styled ■Secretary of Foreign Affairs? " 

It was the duty of tliis Secretar\- to preserve all books an 
papers belonging to the Department, to correspood with the' 
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of Ihe United Slates at foreign courts, and with the 
' Ministers of Foreign Governments, in order that he might obtain 
the most extensive and useful information to be laid liefore 
Congress on demand. He was also required to transmit com- 
munications from Congress to Ministers of the United States 
in foreign countries, and to the ministers of foreign governments. 
An interestinR provision of this act is: "The said Secretary 
B shall have liberty to attend Congress, that he may be better 
Hinformed of the affairs of the United States and have an oppor- 
Htuntly of explaining his reports respecting hts Department."' 
H Accordingly. Congress, on August lo, 1781;' elected Robert 
^R. Livingston the first Secretary of Foreign Affairs, which 
position he accepted September 33, 1781,* entering on the du- 
ties thereof on October so, 1761* The Southern and New 
England States opposed Livingston vrith Arthur Lee. as they 
considered him to be unfriendly to the respective claims of 
these two sections to the navigation of the Mississippi river 

I and the Newfoundland fisheries. These fears were later found 
to be without any justification. 
On Fehruar)' la, 178a, Congress again took up this subject, 
and the othcial designation of the head of the Department 
was changed to, "Secretary to the United States of America 
for the Department of Foreign Affairs." By the provisions 

Pof the same act. in answer to a letter from Livingston, request- 
ing more explicit instructions as to the duties of his oliice,'' 
the powers and duties of the Secretary were more fully defined. 
About the only important addition to the act of January 10. 
tt. was the fixing of the salary of the Secretary at four thou- 
per annum, exclusive of oflice expenses." It moy 
i'inliMting to remark here that the entire expense for' sal- 

tlbid,, B87. 
»Wharlon, IV.. 727. 
»lhW.. 70.V 
'•Wharton, V., 132. 
"Ibid.. 199. rt teq. 
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aries for the Department of Foreign Allairs for this year was 
just six thousand dollars, and thai Livingston was conducting 
tlie business of the [>cpartmcnt with the assistAncc of two 
clerks. 

When the Pedcnil Constitution was ratified. Congress natar- 
elty turned to the system for foreign relations adopted by the 
Confe<leration and passed an act establishing the Department 
of Foreign Affairs with practically the same organization and 
powers which thai Department had under tlie Confederation.'*! 
This act was approved by the President on July a;. 1789. ar 
on Sejitember 15. i;Sq. another act wus passed changing the 
name of the Department to the "Department of Stat*."ij 
an unwise and misleading change. There has been a grea 
increase in the volume of public business conducted by this 
Department, and it has been found neces&ar>' to systematize 
its ' labors by dividing it into five Bureaus, as well as to 
materially increase the cost of its maintenance, but the ac 
of July 17. 1789. yet remains the primary legislation on whicb^ 
it is founded. 

Livingston's appearance at the head of this Department 
was due to the working out of the principle that power, in order 
to conserve the interests of the i)eople and advance the pur- 
poses of government, must be \mtcd in some one responsible 
functionary, who must have the greatest possible freedom of 
action and initiative compatible with the fundamental prin- 
ciples of the Government. Congress, being enamored of the 
erroneous idea that in trusting power to one man was recog- 
nising the principle of monarchy, had vainly tried to inform 
itself of the course of European events, and the policies of 
European Courts, through the Committee of Secret Correspon- 
dence. The result was that even,- man's business became no 
man's busine-is. and CongTe.ss was compelled to abolish this 
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of the governmental machincrj-. Mr. Lovell, a 
'the committee wrote in August, 1779. "There is 
really no such thing as a Committee of Foreign Affairs existing. 

I No secretary or clerk further than 1 [lersevere to be one and 
the other. The books and papers of that oxtinguished body 
lay yet on the table of Congress, or rather are locked up in the 
Secretary's private box." Congress had tried to institute an 
organization that would be absolutely infallible and had failed. 
They remedied the blunder by instituting an organi2ation that 
could go wrong and yet was vested with sufiicient power and 
responsibility to insure its integrity. 

Tub Dippicvlties op Liviscstok's Task.— Wheii he took 

charge of this infant department of an infant government, Liv- 

ton must have realized the difficulties that lay in his pnth- 

ay. He was an explorer in an almost new field, having no 

lenls to guide him and none too strong a government 

''Support him; with powers none too great and being subject 

always to the will of Congress. The meagre records of Congress 

and of the Conimittc of Secret Correspondence were of no great 

value. The means of communicating with Europe were so 

H undeveloped that there was no certainty when despatching let- 

^ ters that they would ever be received. This lack of facilities 

might keep him for weeks, or months, in absolute ignorance of 

the course of cventa at courts whore. Congress had ministers; 

'^m nor was it certain that instructions for these ministers would 

f not fall into the hands of the enemy, and so defeat their pur- 

po«e. 

The ministers themselves might never rcacli the courts to 
which they were accredited, as was the case with Henry Lau- 
^K rcns, who wus captured by the British while on his way to 
H Holland to negotiate a treaty and. if possible, obtain a loon. 
Again a minister might not be recognized, or he might be sub- 
jected to annoying delays after he had reached his destination, 
as Jay could testify after his ex[>eriences at the Sji^nish Court. 
These uncertainties contributed to the perplexities and diffi- 
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Culties of the Secretary <n carrying out the xvishes of Cong 
wfaile the disinclination of tlic European powers to receive tiMfl 
United States into the family nf nations required of him the 
greatest tact in directing the actions of the foreign mtniistere,| 
Besides till these hindrances, Livingston had frequently to com-i 
plain to Franklin. Jay, and especially Adams, of the meugre- 
oess of their communications to the Home Government. There 
would seem to be some ground for this complaint when vre 
consider that Livinssion's first letter to Adams vss dated 
November i. 1781, whik the first reply nl any importai: 
which Adams made was dated February 14, i;8j, 

Thb Pba«b Commission. — On September 37. 1779. John 
Adams was elected minister plenipotentiary to Great Britain 
to negotiate a treaty of pe.'ice and commerce whenever that 
nation should recognixe the independence of the United States. 
No opportunity occurring for the accomplishment of this object 
his commission was annulled and be was sent to Holland to 
negotiate a loan, being later commissioned to negotiate a treaty 
of commerce. TKis action resulted finally in the election of 
a committee to treat for peace, composed of Adams. Jay. 
Pranlclin. Laurens, and Jcflerson.'* This commission was finally 
completed June 15, 17S1, but over two years before that time. 
Gerard, the French Minister, at Philadelphia, had appeared 
befotx! Congress, and in obedience to instructions from his 
m&ster. informed that body that the King of Spain had finally 
taken definite action and would "perform the duiies which his 
alliance with the King (of France) imposes upon him. unless 
England agreed to his mediation in the war. These were 
duties imposed by the Family Compact of 1761, which in no 
manner applied to the colonies. With the expectation thati 
this act on the part of hi$ Catholic Majesty would bring a favor- 
able turn in affairs, Gerard pressed upon Congress the necessity 
for promptly designating some person, or persons, with properi 
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powers and instructions to assiil in negotiating a treaty of 
peace.') But there must be exercised much care, lest too many 
inferences as to Prance being wholly disinterested in making 
the above communication. Gerard's form of expression therein 
is somewhat equivocal, and it is a not unw.trTante<l conclusion 
that France saw gain for no one but herself by the proposed 
interference of Spain. However. Congress appointed a commit- 
tee to consider th*: communications from Gerard, and resolu- 
tions were reported containing essentially all the points ever 
considered in late rcxnsions of the instructions to the Peace 
Commission.''' About six months after the iidoption of these 
instructions John Adams was elected minister plcnipotcntiar>' 
Great Britain, with "full power to negotiate a treaty of 

lace."'^ but it was afterwards thought best to change the 
character in which he went, and the commission named above 
was elected. 

By the terms of theae instructions, which were made binding 
upon the commission as well. Adams was "to make it a prelimi- 
nary article to any negotiation that Great Britain shall aj^ree 
to treat with the United States as sovereign, free and indepen- 
dent," and this object was to be "assured and confirmed by 
the treaty, or treaties of peace, according to the form and eflect 
of the treaty of alliance with his most Christian Majesty. This 
clause of the instructions, with Inter strengthenings, was pn>b- 
ably the main purpose of Gerard's communications noticed 
above. 

The boundaries of the States were to be the ocean and the 
MisRi.<»ippi river on the east and west respectively; the well- 
known line between Canada and the United States on the 
north, while the line between the States and Florida was tu 
be accurately determined. 

The cession of ('anada and Nova Scotia to the United States 
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is (lecljired necetsary to tlie continuance of peace, but Adams 
is iastructed not to make this an ultimatum. He is also em- 
powered to "agree to a cessation of hostilities during the nego> 
tiation." provided Enf;land a^Tves to the same and withdraws 
all troops from the United States. 

Some previous instruction to Juy as minister plenipotentiary 
at the Court of Madrid in regard to the navigation of the Missis- 
sippi *tre re-nfiirmed. 

The rlRht of the citizens of the United States to take fish on 
the hnnks of Newfoundland, and on other North American 
coasts, within proper limits, was stated in the instructions for 
ne^rotiating a treaty of commerce and wa.s in no case to be 
given up. 

Finally, in all matters not mentioned in his instractions, he 
is to be guided by his discretion and knowledge of the interests 
of the States and "by the ad^-icc of our allies." This was the 
piirt of the instructions to which the French Minister ol)jected. 
and which, at his dictation. Congress later so altered as to place 
its commissinners nnrl their country in the power of France. 
On the day on which the commission was completed, Congress 
authorized it to accept the mediation of the Empress of Austria 
and the Emperor of Germany. The King of France refused 
"to accede to the mediation of the imperial courts until they 
should agree to acknowledge the American plenipotentiaries 
in a miinner conformable m the dignity of the Uniled States."'* 
and England refused to permit any second power to interfere 
in the settlement of her difficulties with the revolted colonies. 
In a resolution of the last mentioned date the commission is 
referred to instructions to Adams which have just been slated." 

Thus it will be seen that when Livingston became Secretaiy 
of Foreign Affairs the conimissioneTS to treat for peace had 
already been elected and had been instructed as to the points 
which the>' should make the subject of their negotiations. 

"WKirtcn. IV.,SJ». 
'"IW,, 502, nttq. 
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Consequently, he. at tirst. forbore to make any comment on those 
instructions, but later he stated the claims of tite Statcti and 
advanced the stronRest and most conwncing arguments in 
support thereof ever advanced by any of the revolutionary 
leaders.** 

LiviKGSTON AND Pbanki.in. — It Will oow be necessary to 
engage in a brief review of LiWngston's official relations with 
each of the American foreign ministers, for, although the Peace 
Commission had been elected. Adams was in Holland. Jay vet 
remained in .S|>ain, Laurens was still a prisoner in the Tower 
of London, while Franklin resided at Paris. Livingston car- 
ried on a more extended and a more important correspondence 
with Franklin than with any of the other commissioners, re- 
questing him to communicate frequently all information to 
Jay and Adams. This was due, perhaps, to the greater ease 
of communicating wth France. It may, also, have been due 
to the greater importance of Franklin's mission and to his 
superior influence at that court. A testimony of this is Liv> 
ingston's request to Franklin lo present General Du Portail 
and Colonels de Laumoy. and de Gouvion, who are coming 
home on leave, at the court of their sovereign and to obtain for 
them that recognition to which their services in America cn- 
titleil them." 

Livingston opened his official correspondence with FraJiklin 
by announcing the change in the Department of Foreign Affairs 
and his own election to the head thereof, at the same time 
giving mucli interesting news from America. Not long there- 
after he had the pleasure of informing Franklin of the surrender 
of ComwalUs; in the same communication impressing him with 
the need the Slates liave for his labors and urging him to re- 
main in the diplomatic servioe." 

Secretary Livingston was ever watchful to supply the Repre- 
sentatives of Congress abroad with varied and forceful aifru- 
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ments in support of tbe advances they must seek and the 
claims it devolved on litem to make. Shortly after his ofliciAl 
connection with Congress began, be was informed that France 
would furnish no more money for tbe conduct of the war. 
Calling Franklin's attention to the fact that even the strongest 
nations >ii Europe could not carr>' on a war without borrowing, 
and painting how a failure in the securing of additional loans 
would cau5)e dissatisfaction in the army by depn\-ing the sol- 
diers of their promised pay; how it would destroy iniblic credit, 
thereby prolonging the war. He would have tbe material 
resources of the countr>- so brought to the attention of the 
French King that he could have no fear in lending the desired 
specie. He shows that it is to France's advantage to keep a 
fleet in American waters, at the same time demonstrating the 
probable futility of any attempt to drive the British from New 
York and CharlestDn n-ithout a fleet to support such opera- 
tions. Among other reasons he mentions the expense to Eng- 
land of keeping an opposing fleet in American waters as com- 
pared with the cheapness of the maintenance of that of France 
and the opportunities for privateering offered to the latter. 
"Surely." he says, "it is not possible that Prance, after having 
done so much for us, after having brought us in view of tbe 
desired haven, should oblige us to lose the advantage of all 
she has <lone."« 

In the spring of 1782 events bore an even darker aspect 
for the struggling States. Spain and Holland did not appear 
to favor their success and Prance seemed determined to lend 
them no more money. Livingston communicated these im- 
pressions to Franklin and with dignity, as always, argued their 
cause as just claimants on France, as she, too, derives many 
advantages from the war. The minister at Paris is desired to 
use his best efforts to secure an' additional loan, and also, to 
interfere in behalf of the American seamen confined in Eng- 
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land, and lo report as to the practicability of arranging an 
exchange of prisoners; he is informed of the erratic behaviour 
of Vermont and New Hampshire in pretending to form a treaty 
of neutrality with Canada and to return to British allegiance on 
the conclusion of peace, lest the British agents in Europe 
should prejudice the cause of independence by their version of 
the affair.'* 

Franklin replied that the outlook in Europe was brighter. 
There had been a change in the British Ministrx'. but be did not 
anticipate any advantages (or America because of the change, 
However, the friendly relations maintained between the troops 
of the king and those of the States, and the financial reforms 
introduced by Robert Morris advance the standing of the cause 
in Prance. He. too. is desirous of taking some action to re* 
lieve the sufferings of the one thousand, or more, American 
prisoners in England." 

While these stirring events were taking place Congress found 
leisure to take steps looking to the commemoration of the 
Yorktown victor\'. and accordingly, instructed its Secretary 
of Foreign Af[:tirs to prepare a design for a "jiillar" in memory 
of the event. The Secretary asked Franklin to procure a fit 
design, to be submitted to Congress."* Franklin replied that 
he had for some time had in mind the striking of a medal repre- 
senting the United States as the infant Hereules strangling 
two serpents, while Miner\'a, as his nurse, representing France, 
is sitting by.'' Livingston was much pleased with the idea. 

Livingston's correspondence with Franklin was lioth pleasant 

and profitable. The Secretary found it n«cessar>' once or twice 

^to reprove the sturdy old jiatriot for a seeming dtlatonncss in his 

communications with the home office, but withal the Fcnngyl- 

vanian kept his chief well-informed of the course of events in 
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Europe, adding, when occasion offered, xagacious comments 
on European jxilitics. and so detailing his movements, the 
advances of other governments, and the probable result of , 
their pohcies on the ciuse of independence, that it would have ' 
been a calamity indeed had lie quitted the service of hia country 
before the eondnsion of peace. Ai the sume time Praoklin,, 
on differenl occasions, expressed the obligations his chief had 
placed upon him by giving accurate infonnation of the trend 
of events in America, the colonics' claims on the Continental 
powers, iuid lot,'ical and convincing arguments in sui>i>ort of 
these claims. 

Livingston" and Adams. — When Livinf;ston was elected 
Secretary of Foreign Affair* Adams was in Holland, and. owtng 
to the difficulty of communicating with that country, it wui 
nearly three months afterwards before Adams received news 
thereof in Livingston's tirat official advice.'* The Secretar\- in- 
structed Adams to be on friendly terms with the government, 
and with all well-wishers of his countn-, but cautions him to 
avoid att appearance of intrigue, And then. too. it would be 
well to spend as much time as possible at the Hague, in order 
that, not being yet recognized in his official character, he 
may foster an interest in America. At the same time he should 
use all diligence in becoming acquainted with the government 
of Holland, as well as the governments of the other Etuvpeaa 
powers." 

But soon after arriving in that country Adams mode known 
his public character, for which hasty action his chief repri- 
manded him. and asked an explanation. In his second letter 
Adams gives the desired explanation at great length, the bur- 
den of his justification being the position he would at once 
assume in Holland as the representative of the successful Amer- 
ican colonies, and the personal safety and respect which would 
result from bis being thus known. He also thought that since 
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Vcrgcnncs. the French Secietary of Foreign Affairs, knew the 
contents of his instructions, they must be known all over Paris, 
and perhaps all over Hurope, as he did not trust Vergenncs, 
Hence, he saw nothing to be regretted in his premature dis- 
closure. However, if any weight is to be given to all tlie rea- 
sons which Adams advanced in support of his action it would 
be necessary to conclude that he had influenced every politi- 
cal movement on the continent, in the summer of 1781. that 
was favorable to the American cause, and had also conlribulcd 
thereby to the success of the allied arms at Vorktown.** Evi- 
dently he had cause to fear that the accusation of vanity would 
be brought against him. Yet, less than one week later. Adams 
informed Livinj(Bton that he expected no treaty whatever, and 
that it would be some time before all the provinces acknow- 
ledged the independence of the United States. Nevertheless, 
in about two inonihs he was received a« the minister plenipo- 
tentiary of the United States, the independence of that country 
being thereby recognized. 

After this the Secretar\-'3 communications to the minister 
Bt the Hague were more narrative in character than other- 
wise. Considering the nature of the mission this was all that 
was necessary, Adams' correspondence was quite voluminous, 
but much of it was unimportant. He was fond of giving de- 
tails that were of no value, and less interest, and often digressed 
in order to minister to his own vanity, entirely disregarding 
essentials. Hence Livingston found it necessary to suggest 
ways in which valuable information might be obtained, and to 
urge on him the innportance of making all possible use of the 
good offices of the French Minister." and of being wary of the 
English. Despite this. Adams' letters contained much impor- 
tant news and many wise observations on the political hap- 
penings of the Continent, and especially on public opinion 
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in the United Provinces. Whatever may have been his fail- 
ings he was devoted to the cause uf his country and was un- 
tirinK in hisellorts to advance that cause. He hod thessgacity^ 
to predict when he went to Holland that no loan could 
obtained until after the negotiation o( a treaty of coinmcrct. 
and after two years of tedious and trying effort he sij^ned such 
a treaty on behalf of the United States, and later procured the 
much needed loan, and is entitled to the latitude of this nation 
for having brought to pass the second most important eventj 
in its diplomatic htsior)-. A passage from his diary, writte 
just after the signing of the treaty with Holland, aptly illustrat 
the fervor of his patriotism: "One thing, thank God! is cer-' 
tain. I have planted the American standard at the Hague. 
There let it wave in triumph over Sir Joseph Yorkc and Bntish'J 
pride. I shall look down upon the flagstaff with pleasure' 
from the other world." 

LiviNfisToN' AXD Jay,— On the same day on which John 
Adams was elected minister plcnipotentiar)- to England John 
Jay was elected minister plenipotentiary to Spain— an ill-ad- 
vised mission — to induce her to accede to the existing treaties^ 
with France, or failing in this to negotiate new treaties whicl 
should contain "conditions analogous to the principal 
of the alliance and conformable to the rules of equality, recipro- 
city, and friendship." By the terms of his instructions" the 
navigation of the Mississippi was in no case to be abandoned; 
he was to make an effort to secure some convenient port, or 
ports, below the thirty-first degree of north latitude, to be 
used as a depot by American ' ships, and to obtain a loan, if 
possible. Jay was still engaged in this unfruitful and un- 
promising mission, when, on November i, 17S1, he was noti-. 
lied of Livingston's election to the office of Secretary of Foreigi 
Affairs. 

During the eight months in which he directed Jay's mission _ 
in Spain, Secretar>- Livingston made node\'iation in hisadvit 
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from the instructions of Congress passvi) prior to his taking 
charge of the foreign affairs of the Confederation. Yet. in all 
his letters to Jay. «« well as to all the other foreign represen- 
tatives o( the United States, the most convincing arguments 
in support of American liberty are found. In some instances 
he repeated, as was necessary, his reasons to mure than one 
minister. Hence we tind in hia advices to Jay a rejietition 
of many of the arguments)* Eupplicd to Pranklin for use in per- 
suading France to support the Revolution. The situations 
and political conditions of the two countries were somewhat 
similar, in that each was the implacable enemy of Great Britain, 
and desired to see her humbled, in the hope of thereby advanc- 
ing their own interests. The history of Jay's mission is a tale 
of procrastination on the part of the king of Spain, while his 
instructions experienced a civeckcred career. When Jay went 
to Spain he was instructed to not rece<le from the demand 
for the free na\'igation of ttie Mississippi, and some eight months 
later Congress again affirmed its determination to insist on 
this right,** but several months afterwards Jay's astonishment 
<Bt being handed, by the Spanish Minister, a revision of his 
instructions desiring him to secede from this demand^' may 
be imagined. But to all Jay's requests for a recognition of 
his official character a deaf car was turned, though he did 
succeed in obtaining a small loan. Livingston suggested to Jay, 
as his own (irivate opinion, that Spain might benefit her own 
finances, as well as aid both France and the United States, 
by vesting her treasure at the Havana in European bills, which 
could be sold to France (or transmission to America to pay 
her soldiers, and thus without danger or expense conveying 
her treasure home,** but there is no evidence that the sugges- 
tion was acted on. 
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It is not surprising then, thAt Jay had no confidence tn the 
Spanish Minister, nor that he was not able to share Linng- 
ston's faith in the good intentions of the French court. Before 
leaving; Madrid for Fans he informed his chief that he had 
hinted to the French Ambassador at the former court that 
his government would probably he interested in prcventii^ 
the reco};iution of the independence of the States by England, 
until the conclusion of a general' peace, lest tliey should be- 
come unmanageable. The French embassador did not deny 
the insinuation.)' On arriving in France, and finding that coun- 
tr>' the avowed advocat* of the Spanish claims, he became 
even more suspicious of Vergennes. for he aaw clearly that 
this minister could not consistently advance the claims of both 
Spain and America, because those claims conflicted. Yet. Jay 
probably expected too much of Vergennes^ But he could 
not satisfactorily explain the conduct of that minister in ad- 
vising the American commissioners to treat with Oswald."* the 
British envoy, whose instructions did not recognise the inde- 
pendence of the United States, but who gave assurances that 
this independence would be acknowledged by the treaty. An- 
other fact that made him suspicious of Vergennes was his per- 
sistent efforts to have him negotiate with Count d'A&aoda. 
the Spanish Minister at Paris, without requiring the latter to 
display his instructions. Jay communicated all his suspicions 
to Livingston, hut the Secretary was lirm in his faith in the 
French court. The otVicial connections of Jay and Livingston 
were mutually agreeable and advantageous. The former's let- 
ters to his chief gave the most minute and careful information 
concerning his mission and the court at which he resided. 
LiviNCBTox ANU Deasb.— Silas Deane, who had been so 
enthusiastic in the patriot cause. 1>ecame dissatisfied with the 
treatment accorded him and entered the service of George 
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III, Some of his lettcn were intercepted and published in 
Rivinglon's Gazette. Livingston informed Franklin. Jay anj 

^Luzerne of Dean's apostasy and warned them atjdinst him. 
Franklin replied that Deanc was Hving at Ghent in reduced 
fimim stances, and that he had come out oi>enly in support 
of Arnold's treason. Ltvingston's relations with the American 
agents at different courts will be noticed elsewhere in these 
pages. 

The Attitude of Francb. — A very interesting, us well as 
a much disputed, phase of this study has now been reached — 
viz.. the attitude of France towards the United States during 
the Revolution iind especially her attitude during the negotia- 

[tions for the peace of ijSa-S^. Next to England the States 
irere dependent on France for the achievement of their ind«- 
pcndencc. but once Great Britain had been brought to favor 
that independents. European jeiiluusies made the young govcm- 
icnts practically dictators of their own terms. By the con- 
ditions of the treaty of 1778 France guaranteed the "liberty, 
soverwgnty and independence"*" of the United States, and by 

I the same article of the same treaty also agreed to guarantee to 
the States all British tcrrilor.' in their possession when hos- 
tilities ceased. This might, or might not. be interpreted to 
mean that the United States would be supported in all terri- 
torial claims they might make, according as France considered 
them to be. or not to be. in possession of those claims. France 
was willing to do all in her power to humilate England for the 
treaty of Utrecht an<l the Peace of Paris were yet fresh in her 
mcmoiy. At the same time it is doing her no injustice to say 
thai, while she wished the colonies to be independent, she 
wished them to be independent in such a manner that they 
would always he the enemies of England. Nor did France 

■wish to see the revolted colonies become independent of her 

^aid, while being hound to Spain by the terms of the Family 
Compact, the interests of his Catholic Majesty became her 
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interests. It was the conflict of his Catholic Majesty's interests 
with those of the States that caused France to play a double 
part. 

In January. 1780. Chevsher Luteme, who had suceeded Mr. 
Gerard m French Minister at Philadelphia, informed Congress 
that be had "some particular circumstances to communicate 
relative to the prefteni. or prohable slate, of tlie negotiation." 
These "particular circumstances" consisted of deprecating the 
formation of alliances between tlie United States and European 
courts, and informed Congress of the determination of the 
Spanish coxirt to "form • • • one common cause with them 
and with France,"*' In a later communication I.uzemc made 
it plain that France would support Spain in preference to the 
United States whenever the demands of the two countries 
should conflict.** 

Not content with this. Luienie. on May a6, 1781, sent another 
advice from his master to Congress: "It is of great importance 
thai this AssemWy should give their plenipotentiary instruc- 
tions proper to announce their disposition to peace, and tbcir 
moderation, and to convince the powers of Europe that the 
independence of the thirteen United States and the engage- 
ments they have contracted with the Icing are the sole motives 
which determine them to continue the war, and that whenever 
tbey shall have full and satisfactory assurances on these two 
capital poiivts they will be ready to conclude a peace. The 
manner of conducting the negotiation, the extent of the (towers 
of the American plenipotcntiar.', the use to he made of them, 
and the confidence that ought to be reposed in the French 
plenipotentiaries and the kiug'^ ministers are points which should 
b« fully discussed with a committee."** 

This was most extraordinary language and was certainly 
enough to excite the suspicions of any government. But the 
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end was not yet. "In doing justice to the patriotic character 
of John Adams, Luzerne gave notice to the committee of sev- 
eral circumstances which proved it necessary that Congress 
should draw a line of conduct to that minister of which he 
might not be allowed to lose sight.*'** Adams' ungovernable 
temper might lead him into many undiplomatic blunders, but 
it could not blind htm to the dangers of being subservient to 
France, and Vergennes saw in him an enemy to the desires of 
Spain. Again, he said, if the colonies had any confidence in 
the kind's friendship and henovolence and were persuaded of 
his attadiment to the principle of the alliance it would he neces- 
sary to prescribe to their plenipotentiary a perfect and open 
confidence in, and a thorough reliance on the king, and having 
given him the principal outlines of his conduct, would instruct 
him to receive his orders from Count Vergennes, "of from the 
person who might be charged with the negotiation in the name 
ftf the king." He advised this lest, as he said, there should be 
a difference in the demands of the American plenipotentiary 
and those of the king's representative. 

But, the only point which Luierne wished Congress to assert 
as an ultimatum was the "moat perfect independency" of the 
colonics. Not a word was said as to securing their other de- 
mands, and it has been seen that Prance considered Spain as 
having a valid right to the Mississippi river and to the Innds 
lying between that river and the Allcghanies. In all the com- 
munications which the French court made to Congress the cjues- 
tion of the right of the United States to the free navigation 
of the Mississippi and their right to the territory between the 
Mississippi and the Allcghanies were quietly ignored. Am- 
biguous expressions as to the king's earnest purpose to observe 
the terms of the treaty of 1778, by securing the acknowledg- 
ment of American indeptitdence with quiet hints as to the duty 
France owed to Spain always much in evidence. Rut, in ju.tti* 



*»S<cr«l Jwumak o( Congrws. ]]., 416 



320 



KandolfA-Macon I{i»torieai Papers. 



fication of Prance, let it be said tliat she had treaties with Spain 
and that ttw treaty of 1778 with the United States did not bind 
her to secure more than independence for that country, as Frank- 
lin was astute enough to see. Besides, France was herself in- 
tCTcsted in the Newfoundland fisheries. 

Livingston did not consider, however, that Adanis and Jay 
had ^ood cause to be suspicious of the intentions of the French 
court, nor did Franklin agree with them, although he was 
not pleased with the instructions which made the Peace Com- 
mission a puppet in the hands of Louis XVL Nevertheless. 
Congress was completely under the spell of the French Minister 
and literally inc4>n>("'<>^*-'d his ideas into the additional instruc- 
tions authorizing the acceptation of the mediation of Russia 
and Gennany. "You are to make the most candid and con- 
fidential communications upon all subjects to the ministers 
of our generous iiUy. the King of France; to uudcrtuke nothing 
in the negotiations for peace or truce without their knowledge 
and concurrence, .-ind ultimately to govern youreeU l>y their 
advice and opinion, endeavoring in your whole conduct to 
make them sensible how much we rely upon His Majesty's 
influence and support in everything that may be necessary- to 
the present security or future prosjterity of the United States 
of America." The surrender was complete, and but for the 
disregard of these instructions in the treaty negotiations the 
States must have lost much for which they had fought. 

The ArriTt'DB op Spain. — In Spain the throne was occupied 
by Charles III., a well-meaning, but weak prince, who loved 
France, hated England, and constantly sought Gibraltar. His 
minister advis«<l Englanit that the independence of the British 
Colonies would be no lesti injurious to Spain than to England, and 
the king refused to ally himself with the colonies, but attacked 
the mother-country for reasons of his own. while the Revolu- 
tion was in progress. Spain had colonies of her own. and was 
too thoroughly educated in monarchic ideas to aid in the esta- 
blishment of the principle of revolt from hereditary authority. 



B. Livingslon. 



321 



But ii is now perfectly clear that she had other reasons than 
this for the long delay and pcrststcnt humiliation to which 
Jay was subjected in his endeavor to negotiate a treaty at her 
court. 

Livingston suspected that Spain desired to sec the colonies 
confine<1 between the Alleghanies and the Atlantic, and in 
view of the very positive communications from the French 
minister on this point it is astonishint; that his suspicions did 
not become certainties. The region between the Mississippi 
river beiit); conceded to be English territory. Spain hoped to 
conquer it iind then, regaining possession of Gibraltar by treaty, 
or otherwise, attain all her objects without entering into an 
alliance with the United States. Jay sent Livingston an ex- 
tract from a Sjtanish newspaper, which announce<l the capture 
of the post of St. Joseph from the British garrison, by some 
Spiinish troops and Indians from St. Louis, and the taking 
possession of the country drained by the Illinois in the name of 
the Kinc of Spain, intimating the probable purpose which this 
act was intended to advance.*' Florida was yet Spanish terri- 
tory, and owning Louisiana, with the eastern part of the Missis- 
sippi valley added thereto, a magnificent colonial empire could 
be built up to support the decaying fortunes of the Catholic 
kingdom. 

Becominf; impatient at Spain's delay the Secretary informed 
Jay in April, 1783. that the suspected purposes of Charles III. 
were such as could never be realized. He said that her hope of 
gaining both Gibraltar and part of America by the proposed 
mediation was vain, for, if the mediators did not award the 
lands lying between the Father of Waters and the Alleghanies 
to the United States they must consider Britain's claim to 
these lands as better than the claim of Spain, because tlte 
treaty of 1763 had agreed to recognise all lands east of the 
river as British territory*. Livingston considered it would be 
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sound policy for the States to support the Spanish demand 
for Gibraltar, so that her claims in America mifiht be weaJcened. 
NevertheWsss, he looked upon American independence as an 
accomplished (act. and the members of the Confederation, 
knowing the value of the country drained by the Mississippi 
river could not be expected to sit idly by and see the whole ol 
it sacrificed to the unbounded ambitions of other governments, 
though they might yield their rights to this territory for impor- 
tant commercial advantages from some European government.** 
Inasmuch as Jay's proposals were meant to advance the com- 
mon cause against England, Livingston could not sec why Spain 
should be so indifferent to them. Her dilatoriness might cause 
a change in the sentiment of the American people towards 
her and a consequent withdrawal by Congress of the concesiLan* 
offered. The Secretary argued that to wait until the conch 
sion of a general peace could not benefit Spain, who would thuJB 
be driven to support British claims in preference to those of 
America, and thereby her own cause would lose strength. 
a whole Spain's conduct was distinctly unfavorable to thtfl 
United States, while the action of Count Florida Blanca in 
promising a loan, which was afterwards refused, was unworthy 
of even a cannibal chief. 

Thb Attitcoe op Ekcland.— When General Conway in the 
House of Commons moved, on February ji, 1783, that tlte wi 
with the revolted colonies be discontinued English sentimer 
towards America l)egan to register its change. A further ste| 
was taken on March 4, when the Mouse agreed without a dtvi-^ 
sion to consider as eivemies of the king all those advising a 
continuance of the war, and the cycle was almost completed on 
March 15, when a motion of lack of confidence in the govern- 
ment, which motion caused the resignation of Lord North's 
ministry on Marcli so. was lost by a majority of nine. 
North was succeeded by Lord Rockingham, who exacted 
the king his promise to put no veto on the recognition of the inde 
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^endence of the colonies. This change in the ministfy brought 
to the front two men who were to become leaders in the settle- 
ment of jjeace with America. Lord Shelburne became Secre- 
tary for Home AITsirs. and Charles James Pox, became Foreign 
I Secretary, The former had all alone opposed the recognition 
of Independence and persisted in this course until after he 
came to the head of the government ; the latter had consistent- 
ly advocated the acknowledgment of independence. How- 
ever, while Shelburne preferred a federal union to a recognition 
of independence, when he saw the impracticability of hia plan 
he wiis for granting independence on most liberal terms, seeing 
that England bad need of the friendship a^t well as the com- 
merce of tlje young republic. Fox would acknowledge indepen- 
dence and leave the States to obtain whatever commereial 
advantages they could. Both of these ministers claimed the 
right of conducting the negotiations with the colonies. Shel- 
burne, being at the head of home affairs, was undoubtedly the 
proper person to direct the business, as independence had not 
been acknowledged. Before anything of imjjortance could be 
done Rockingham died and Shelburne came to the head of the 
government with Thomas Townahend in charge of home affairs. 
^_ Pox refused to serve under the new ministry, 
^t It so happened that Shelburne now discovered that the 
^■tenands of Spain, supported by Prance, conflicted with those 
P^mthe States. Being convinced of the wisdom of conciliating the 
colonies Shelburne determined to separate them from the 
French and treat with thcra separately. This was accom- 
plished, though Shelhunie's ministry was voted out of power, 
on account of the liberality of the terms granted, by a coalition 
[between Fox and Lord North, who., however, ratified Shel- 
I'buTTte's provisional treaty as the defmittve treaty of peace 
[between Great Britain and America without the change of a 
J word. Fox, was not. in spite of his vehement demands for the 
[cessation of the war and the recognition of independence, a 
true fnend of the United States, for the conduct of the coalition 
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ministry was such as to bring on the war of 1812. Had he 
been, as Sbelbume was, a disciple of Adam Smith and a be- 
liever in the exalted political and economic principles of that 
teacher his name would now be held in greater esteem by 
posterity. Shelbume has been accused of duphcity, but there 
is no foundation for the charge, and despite his long-continued 
opposition to the independence of the United States, proved 
himself to be a truly great statesman, who could see that gov- 
ernments are not exempt from the operation of primary economic 
phenomena. 

{To be concluded next year.) 



SPENCER ROAJME. 
REPRINTS FROM RICHMOND ENQUIRE. 




THE name and work of Spencer Roane have been so obscured 
in llie study and writing of Virginia history lliut few even 
Icnow who the man was. Ho was a friend and follower of Jeffer- 
son and nn intimate eo-worlcer in Democratic cuuniels with the 
famous Thomas Ritchie. During the first two dcc&dcs of the 
Nineteenth century he was at the head of the Vir](iTiia Court 
of Appeals and as such he came often into conflict with 
John Marshall, the Chief Justice. As the opponent of Mar- 
shall and. at the same time. leader of the Repuldican party, 
he revived the principles enunciated in the Virginia and Ken- 
tucky Resolutions at the close of the War of 1811. From this 
time till his death, in iSaa, Roane exerted much influence in 
building up the States-Rights dogma. He wrote articles for 
the papers, made public speeches and in every lex:itimate way 
opposed the great nationalist teachings of the United States 
Supreme Court. 

It is the purpose of the editor of the Branch Papers to print 
whatever letters and articles from Roane can be found. 
Since the second phitse of tlie agiUition which finally led to 
secession in Virginia was begun by him in i8t6, it seems not 
improper to bej^in the publication with his opinion in the famous 
Hunttr vs. Murlin case. This opinion was handed down 
February 1, 1S16. It represents the unanimous opinion of 
the State Supreme Court. Without going into a full account 
of the case it seems necessary to note that this suit involved 
the interpretation of a treaty, as well as the decision as to the 
real ownership of large tracts of land formerly held by Lord 
Fairfa.x. The cose was first decided by the Virginia District 
Court at Winchester, in 1811. in favor of the Fairfax claimants. 
The State Court of Appeals reversed the decision, but permitted 
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a writ of error by which it was taken to the United States Su- 
preme Court, where the ruling of the State Court was revcrs«i 
in addition, the United States Court issued a mandate requiring-^ 
the State Supreme Court to carry into effect the decree of the 
iormer. It was in response to this mandate that Roane wrote 
the followinf; opinion, which was printed in full in the Enquirer, 
and which was the occasion of much discussion at the time. 
It was the re-openinR of the question of State's Rights already 
alluded to. It was made the basis of Republican argument 
on the points touched upon for some years to come. 

In addition, an instalment of Roane's newspaper articles, 
signed Hampden, are reprinted. In next year's papers these 
will be concluded, and with them a fairly complete sketch of 
his life. Any letters or papers of Chief Justice Roane will he 
thankfully received. — Editor. 

INTERESTING CASE. 
Hunter vs. Martin. 



ON A SPECIAL UAKDATB PROM TUG SUPREME COURT OP THE 
UNITED STATES. 

Jttdfie Sptitcer Roane's Opinion. 

This case comes before the Court, upon a spetHal raandi 
from the Supreme Court of the United States. That maadote 
recites a judgment of the Supreme Court, which reverses a 
judgment of this Court, and commands the judges of this 
Court to carT>- the reversing judgment into execution. That 
judgment was rendered upon a writ of error, sued out to tlie 
judgment of this Court, under the provision of the twenty- 
filth section of the judicial act of the United States' upon 
the ground, as is supposed, that this Court has decided against 
a treaty, or a right claimed under a treaty. The judgment of 

•U. S, Uvrt. 1.. fi4. 
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Lthis Court had reversed a judgment of the District Court 
[of Winchester, rendered in favor of Denny Fairfax, 
under whom the appellee (Martin), claimed, in an action 
of ejectment, brought tiKainst him by the appellant, and 
had required, the Court below to carry the same into exe- 
cution, In that Action a case was a^^cd between the two 
parties, in which the defendant relied upon the treaty of peace 
between the United States and (Jrcat Britain; but that con- 
stituted only one link of his defence or title. There are also 
many other distinct facts or findings, comprised in the case 
agreed, each of which is. ]>erhaps, also divisible into other 
facts or findings; and as the judgment of this Court, as api>Bar- 
' ing on record. i.s merely fn'iu-nil, and does not state the parti- 
cular point on which it was rendered, it may be (as the fact 
really was, in relation to the judgment of this Court), that 
neither' judgment was rendered upon the construction of the 
treaty. 

The question which now arises, upon this mandate, is of the 
first impression in this Court, and of the greatest moment. 
The Court, consequently, invited the members of the bar to 
investigate it, for its information, several of whom, in addition 
to the appellees' counsel, discussed it. accordingly, tn a very 
full and able manner, since which, it has received the long 

I and deliberate consideration of the Court. This course of the 
Court, to say nothing of its general character, should have 
spared the appellee's counsel the trouble of exhorting {not 
literally, but in effect) this high tribunal to divest itself of 
■II improper prejudice in deciding on this important question. 
Those counsel were also pleased to warn us of the conse* 
quence of a decision, one way. in reference, principally, to th« 
anarchical principles prevalent at the time of the agreement* 
in a particular section of the Union. They ought to have 
remembered that this Court did not select the time for bring- 
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ing this ca.He to a decision, and th&t it is not for it to regard ^ 
politics] consequences in rendering its judgment*. They 
should have recollected that there is a Charybdis to be avoided, 
as well us a Scylla; that a centripetal, as n'ell as a centrifugal' 
principle, exists in the government, and that no calamity would 
be more to be deplored by the Atiiencan |)Cople than a vortex 
in the general goveninicnt, which should ingulf and sweep 
away every vestige of the State Constitutions. 

I will consider the case before us under the following general 
points of view: 

I will enquire first, whether the twenty>fifth section of the 
judicial act, so far as it relates to the case before us, is justt- 
5ed by the Constitution? 

and. Whether this case comes within the actual provisioo'^ 
of that section? 

3d, Whether this Court has the power to declare the nega- 
tive of l>oth or either of these propositions, if its opinion should 
incline it to do so? 

Before I go particularly into these questions, it may be proper 
to rid the case of the influence of a number of opinions wbicl 
were quoted by tlie appellee's counsel. Among many others 
minor character, and which, therefore, will not be pBTticularly 
noticed, they were pleased to quote, ven,' much at large, tt 
opinions contained in the publication styled The Fidtralist,^ 
and those delivered by members of Congress at the time of 
passing the act in question. White I shall never hold myseU 
bound by the opinions of any individuals, further than they 
appear to be correct, it may be proper to give an answer to the 
pretensions of such a challenge a superior degree of confidence, , 
Of this character, the two classes of opinions ju-it mentioned,! 
may plausibly be supposed to partake. With respect to the 
work styled The Federalist, while its general ability is not denied,^ 
It is liable to the objection of having been a mere ncwspa|: 
publication, written in the heat and hurr)' of battle (if 1 may 
so express myselO. t>eforc the Constitution was adopted, and 
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'with a view to ensure its rattlication. Its principal reputed 
suthor was an active partisan of the Constitution, and a sup- 
posed favourer of a consolidated government.* 

[t IS also liable to the objection, that while it contains an 
ample stock of principles, to bear out every opinion I have 
ned on this subject, its conclusions in relation to the parti- 
lar question now before us. go to prove too much. They 

, go to authorize un appeal from the higher State Courts to 
inferior Federal tribunals* With respect to the 
lions of members of Congress, who passed the judicial 
act. I had not cjcpectcd that llury would have been quoted to 
pT«ve it constitmional. Their opinion was already manifest 
in the act itself, and it required the opinion of others, at least, 
to corroborate and support it. The reiterated opinions of the 
same men joins nothing on this question of constitutionality, 
whereas the opinions of others, however insignificant, might 
have been of some importance, to show a concurrence of senti- 
ment on the subject. This quotation, however, proves another 
thing, tending essentially, lo wear on the authority of these 
opinions. It shows that the judicial act, in all its parts, re- 
ceived far less discussion in Congress, at the time it was passed, 
than the single point now in question has received in thb Court. 
This point was not then considered or discussed in an individual 
and insulated manner. This was perhaps unavoidable, as the 
whole government was to be then forthwith organized and 
time Wds verj' pressing. It is not wonderful, therefore, that 
an act passed under such circumstances should be found to 
have violated the Constitution in some parts; un instance of 
which has been detected and admitted by the Supreme Court 
of the United States itself, in the case of Marbury v. Mckiiian. 

It was argued by the appellees' counsel that both these classes 
of opinions were entitled to great weight, as being contempo- 

iSee Hamilton's Report us Secretary of (he Tnasvry, December 5, 
tFrdtralist, 11., 32tt-327. 
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raneous expositions of the Constitution, by men who bad a 
great agency in forming and putting th« same into operation. 
Whiitcvcr weight may Ijc attached to contemporaneous expo- 
sition, in other casea. little credit is certainly due to the con- 
■tructton of those who were partiiis to the conflict, and which 
were given before the heat of the contest had subsided, or thetfj 
pBSsionii had had time to c(m>). and as to the advantages su| 
posed to have been ^fiined from their havini; founded tlie Consti- 
tution, which is expounded, that ciri:runiatance is entirely in 
conflict with a principle deemed vitally important to free gov- 
efiiinent hy all enlightened writers. The Fcdtralist not excepted* 
That the power of working and expounding a law. or const)* 
tution, should not be blended in the same bands. 

Throwing out of view all these opinions, therefore, except 
so far as 1 may think them correct, and use tliem for the' pur- ■ 
pose of illustration, and taking for my guide the Constitution 
which cannot err, 1 will examine these important questic 
I will also avail myself of such principles as all the enlightened^ 
friends of liberty concur in, as essential to preserve ilie right* 
and promote the harmony of both governments. As a work^ 
containing a just exposition of these principles. I will, occa 
ally, refer to the celebrated Report to the Virginia Legisla- 
ture in the year 1799. In addition to other claims to 
it is to be remarked, that this document contains the rriwwcrfl 
MBse of the people of Virginia in the important subject* to 
which it relates; a sanction deemed important en<:>ugh in snr 
States^ to operate an amendment to their constitutions, and^ 
that it had a principal influence in producing a new era in the 
American republic. 

I. We come now to enquire whether the twenty-fifth sec- 
tion of the judicial act, so far as it relates to the case before us, 
is justified by the Constitution? And this question agi 
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branches itself into two enquiries — ist. Whether the Consti- 
tution jfivea any power to the Supreme Court of the United 
States to reverse! a judgment of the Supreme Court of a State? 
And >nd. If it does, whether it authorizes the limited and 
partial power of revisal, contemplated hy that section? I bog it 
to be distinctly understood, that I confine my inquiries, exciu- 
shvly. to the actual point now under consideration — namely, 
one relating to the construction of a treaty. I do not stop to 
inquire whether a controlling power exists in the Supreme 
Court, relating to any other class of jurisdiction, embraced by 
the second section of the third article of Ilie Constitution. 
It tuay not follow that because these are comprehended in the 
same article nitb the one before us. they necessarily stand upon 
the same and no other foundation. It is posstbtc. that various 
considerations, resulting as well from other provisions of the 
Constitution as from the nature of some of the other classes 
of jurisdiction, may operate a difference. On these points, 
however. I have not stopped to form an opinion. I confine 
my enquiries to the single question now before us. 

In order to understand that question correctly, it is proper 
to recoliect that the government of the United States is not 
a sole and consolidated government. The governments of the 
Ecvcral States, in all their parts, remain in full force, except as 
they are impaired by grant of power to the general government. 
It is not only true, on general principles, that this may be the 
ease of governments in general, but all the enlightened friends 
of liberty agree that is. emphatically, the case as to our own 
confederate government. 

As a proof of the first position, it is laid down in Vattel (p. iS), 
that several sovereign States may unite themselves together 
by a perpetual confederacy, without each, in particular, ceasing 
to be a perfect State — that the>- will then form a Federal repub- 
lic, and as such will remain independent, but will continue 
liable to fulfill the engagements into which it has entered. As 
to our own particular government, this position is not, at this 
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dfty, necessary to be pro^'ed. IL has grown into a maxim. 
It has run through the general government in all its mo<lili- 
cations and changes — from the articles of confederation, in 
which it is declared thai "each State retains its sovereignty, 
freedom, and independence, and evcT>' power, jurisdiction and 
right, which ix not. hy this confederation, expressly delcgat 
to the United States in Congress assembled." To the present 
Constitution of the United States, which has provided, by tlw 
twelfth amendment, that "the powers not delegated to the 
United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to 
the States respectively, or to the people," and even in the 
short intcrvRl between the extinction of the articles of «)nfed- 
eration. and the adoption of the nmendnient last mentioned, 
the principle embraced by that amendment was esteemed by 
all parties, as a part of the Constitution itself.* 

If, after the explicit amendment last mentioned, any doubtt 
could still exist on thi.s subject, they will be dissipated by the 
most unexceptionable authorities. In the Report of the Vir- 
ginia Legislature, before mentioned, for example, that body 
has resolved* that "it ^ews the powers of the Federal Gov- 
ernment, as resulting from the compact to which the States 
arc parties, as hinted by the plain sense and intention of the 
instrument, cunstiluting that compact, .ind as no further valid 
than they arc authorized by the grants enumerated in that 
compact." Again it is resolved that, "if the powers granted 
be valid, it is because they are granted, and if the granted 
powers are valid, because granted, all other powers not 
granted, must not be valid," It Is also further resolved, 
that "whcnevera question arises, concerning the constitutional- 
ity of a particular power, the first question is, whether the power 
be expressed in the Constitution? If it be. the question is 
decided; if it be not expressed, the next inquiry- must be, whether 

iFedtralist. II-. 202- 
*6m Madison's Report. 
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properly an incident to an fvprcss pcii\er, and necessary to 

its cxeculioM. 

^^ So ii was unanimously resolved by the Supreme Court of 

^■tlic State of Pennsylvania, in the case of Commonwi-aith v. 

CMkH. that before the Constitution of the United States was 

adopted the several State« had absolute and unlimited sover- 

^eiKnty. within their respective boundaries, and all powers, legis- 

Hlation. executive and judiciul. except as they had been granted 

away, by the articles of confederation, and that they now enjoy 

all those powers, except such as have been granted to the Gov- 

ennest of the United States. 

It results from this diversity in the two ROvemments that, 

whereas, in a controversy respecting the constitutionally of 

■e State law. it must be shown to be unconstitutional. A law 

of the general government must be proved to be constitu- 

^tjonal. which tan only be by showing that the power to pass 

jt has been granted. 

As to the criterion of powers being granted, or not granted, 
no resort ought to he had to the general and extensive words 
used in the preamble to the Constitution. It was resolved 
by the Virginia LegLtlature in acting upon the re|tort before 
mentioned, that "it is contrary to evcrv' acknowledged rule of 
^■construction to set up the preamble, in opposition to the plain 
meaning expressed in the body of the instrument; that a pre- 
amble usually contains the general motives, or reasons, for the 
I particular regulations or measures which follow it, and is always 
understood to be explained or limited by them, and that; in 
the present instance, a contrary interposition would have the 
inadmissible effect of rendering nugatory, or improper, every 
part of the Constitution which succeeds the preamble." It 
was further resolved, that the general words in the preamble 
in question, would rather be excluded from having that exten- 
^sive influence, because they were copied into the present Con- 
f atitution from the eighth of the articles of the confederation, 
and in that govermnent, owing to the admitted narrowness of 
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ita powers, no prc&eoce existed for saying that they bad this, 
extensive effect. Aj^ain it wjis resolved, that this extetui^ 
construction would leave the judiciary entirely in the dark ail 
to the limit which bounded the legislative power, nnd com^ 
qaently without any adequate means of checking undue ex- 
tensions thereof, an it must be obvious that all directions, that 
all measures, tending to promote the general wcUare, etc.. 
"must be questions of mere policy and expedtonc>*. on which 
legislative discretion alone can decide, and from which the 
judicial interposition and control are completely excluded." 

These principles and authority equally show that a ]x>weT 
ought to be considered as granted, because, in the opinionsj 
of the judges expounding the Constitution, it ought to have* 
been granted. This i>oint. as to them, is entirely coram lunt 
fudiof. 

The people alone are competent to decide it and they bat 
decided every power to be withbolden which has not been legiti- 
mately granted. Their will is supposed to be in accordanoeJ 
with their expressions, but if this were even otherwise, tbsi 
answer to tlie Courts would be, "quod voluernnt, «<mi dixtruHL" 

In deciding whether the jurisdiction given to the Pedera 
.Courts by the Constitution is confined to those Courts, or it^ 
extensive enough to control that of the State Courts also, in 
the case of treaties, the hrst remark which occurs is, that itj 
would be difficult to draw the line under the actual provisions'' 
of the Constitution between a total and partial interference. 
The Arst, as well as the last, depends upon the discretion o( 
Congress, and yet it can hardly be presumed that the Constitu- 
tion intended that the State authorities on this subject should 
be wholly invaded and set aside, when, in the sixth article there- j 
of, it recognizes the power of the State Judges over treaties,' 
and provides for their being sworn to observe them. 

It is next to be observed that naturally the jurisdiction 
granted to a government is confined to the Courts of that 
government. It docs not, naturally, run into and aflect the 



SptruxT Roane, 



335 



I 



I 
I 



courts of another and distinct government, whether that gov- 
«minent operates upon some or another tract of country. In 
relation to another, and distinct government acting upon 
another territory, the position is undeniably clear; nor is it Icsi: 
so in the case before us, if the before-mentioned ideas relative 
to the nature and effect of Federal republics, in general, and 
ours, in particular, arc correct. 

If this principle lie true, in general it will become K> a fortiori. 
if, in all the other parts of the Constitution, on the subject of 
jurisdiction the Federal Cotirts are atone contemplated, and if, 
in all other instances, the Federal authorities act directly upon 
the people, and not through the medium of those of the States. 
Buth of these positions appear to me to be unquestionably true. 

As to the first, it will be seen that the first section of the 
third article of the Constitution relates, solely and exclusively 
to the Courts of the United States. It provides (or their es- 
tablishment, for their tenure in office, and their salaries. It 
has no eye to the State tribunals. So in the last clause of the 
second section of the third article, providing that the trial 
of all crimes shall bo by jury, and be held itt the State in which 
such crime shall have been committed. The Federal Courts 
are exclusively contemplated. It would have been absurd to 
have provided that the Courts of a State, which has no juris- 
diction beyond its hmits, should be held within those hmits. 
This clause then of the very section in question, in this case, 
being undoubtedly confined to the Federal Courts, it would 
clearly follow in a case of doubt that the whole section was 
subject to the same restriction. The same restriction is kept 
up in the amendment subsequently adopted in the Constitu- 
tion. In the eighth amendment it is provided that the accused 
shall have a right to a speedy trial by a jury af the State and dis- 
trict in which the crime shall have been committed, a provision 
wholly superfluous and absurd as relative to the State Courts. 
So io the ninth amendment, providing that in cases of the 
value of twenty dollars, the right of jury trial shall be preserved. 
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it will not be contended that it relates to the jurisdiction of the 
State Courts, as most of the State Constitutions had already 
provided (or the inviolabihty of jury trial, and tlie State gov^J 
emments always claimed and exercised the power to say tindc 
what limitations and restrictions the jury trial shall prevaU 
in their Courts. It is also to be borne in mind, that one of the 
last amendments to the Constitution, which declares that the 
judicial power of the United States shall not be construed to 
extend to Ruits brouKht- against a State by citizens of another 
State, or of a foreign State, is confined to the Federal Courts 
in exclusion of chose of the States, for, if the State Courts were 
also inhibite<l from this jurisdiction, the parties la«t mentior 
would be left without any redress whatever, when aggrieved!) 
by a Stntel If, then, in every other pan of the Constitution, 
which respects jurisdiction, the Federal Courts alone arc con- 
templated, and if. in an importani clause of the very section 
DOW in question the restrictive construction is found to pre- 
vail, it would seem a natural consequence that it should pre- 
vail, also, in the remaining part of that section. 

If. in addition to these considerations, it be also recollect«dd 
that the Constitution of the United States in almost no otber^ 
instance acts through the governments of the several States, 
the probatiiliiy will be increased that it did not mean to act 
through them, or intermeddle with them, in the esse in ques- 
tion. The great grievance complained of under the articles 
of confederation, was that they acted only through the States, 
which States palsied the arm of the general government at 
their will and pleasure. To remedy this evil an entirely new 
system was adopted, by which the general government act* 
directly upon the people. No instances are at present recol- 
lected in which the cooperation of the State governments is 
necessary, but for tlie purpose of electing a President and 
Senators. In all other instances the governments arc entirely 
separate and distinct, and every provision of the Constitution 
will be construed in reference to this feature of the govern- 
ment. 
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Bearing these principles in mind, let us proceed to inquire 
into the meaning of the second section of the third article of 
the Constitution, so far as it relates to the case hcforc us. That 
section is in the following words: "The judicial power shall 
(xiend to all cases in law and equity arising under the Con- 
stitution, the Iftws of the United States, and treaties made, 
or which shall be made, under their authority. et<." That 
section of the Constitution follows immediately after another 
Bectkm which speaks only of the Judicial power of " the United 
States," and which is thereby declared to be vested in one Su- 
preme Court and such inferior courts 3s Congress may ordain 
and establish. When, therefore, the second section speaks of 
"the judicial power" simply, it means the judicial power of 
the United States, as contra-distinguished from that of the 
several Stales, and as vested in the Supreme Court, and the 
inferior courts to be by Congress established. It is consistent 
with every rule of fair construction to transplant the words 
"of the United States." from the first section into the second, 
and. thus transplanted, even,- possible pretence i.s done away 
that the clause just recited any more relates to the judicial 
power of the several States than does the clause immediately 
preceding it. which is rxpnssly confined to the judicial power 
of " liic Visited States." The same inference would result on gen- 
eral principles; for the general wonls nf a constitution are to 
be applied to its own institution, in exclusion of those of another 
government. The construction, too, by keeping aloof from 
the State jurisdictions, will keep up and perfect the symmetry 
between this and every other part of tlie Constitution, as I 
have already attempted to show, and be in perfect unison with 
the principles that each government contemplates, and only 
contemplates its own judiciary, and that the operations of the 
general government arc in this, as in other cases, distinct from 
thoae of the Slates, and are neither dependent on nor inter- 
mingled with them. 
6 
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It is here to be remarked, thai the judicial ]K>wer of the United 
States is to be dctcnninod by the suit or action being proper 
for the cogniznnce of their courts, and bein^ actually institut 
or brought thcrvin. H brought or instituted in the courts o(' 
another government, though they may involve the construc- 
tion of the Constitution, laws or treaties of the United States,, 
they form a part of the judicial power of that government, and' 
not of that of the United States. On any other liypothesis, 
the judicial power of the United States would be co-extensive 
with the limits of llie world, on the principle that the Ux loci 
prevails cv«r>-whcrc in the case of contracts! 

This judicial power is "extended to" all cases, etc. It il 
here proi>er to recollect that the government of the Confed- 
eration had. also, a court, or courts, but they had only a very 
narrow or hmited jurisdiction, and it was the object of the 
Constitution to extend the jurisdiction of the Federal Courts. 
to be then establislied. beyond that of those which before existed. 
This word "extend" is fully satisfied, by being confined to 
tlie courts of the United States, although the courts of other 
governments, should also have a jurisdiction over the same i 
subjects. The word, according to the tiest lexin^aphers, 
means to widen or enlarge. It has no sense which goes to the 
exclusion of another jurisdiction, But for the previously limi- 
ted jurisdiction of the Federal Courts, and which it was the 
object of this article to enlarge or "extend" the phraseology 
would probably have lieen. that the CourU of tite United 
States shall "have jurisdiction in" all cases, etc. Had this form 
of expression l>eeQ used, no doubt could possibly have existed, 
but that the jurisdiction of the Courts of the States would bave | 
been left untouched. So if the amplified and varied form of 
expression before mentioned bad be«n used — namely, that the 
judicial power "of the United States." which is vested in ons 
Supreme Court, and such inferior Courts as Congress may 
establish, and which courts shall have jurisdiclion in all cases 
in law and equity, etc., no scintilla of doubt could possibly 
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have remaiaed, but that the clause would have been confined 
to the jurisdiction of the Federal Courts in exclusion to those 
of the State Courts. 

But it is argued that the power is joine<l to the Supreme 
Court to control the judgments of the State Courts under the 
second clause of the second seclton of the third article of the 
Constitution, which says that "in all other cases before men- 
tioned" [two clauses being excepted in which the Supreme 
, Court is declared to have original jurisdiction), "the Supreme 
Qsurt shall have appellate jurisdiction both as to law and fact, 
with such exception, and under such regulations as Congress 
shall make." Having endeavored to show, as above, that the 
first and third clauses of this section relate exclusively to the 
jurisdiction of the Federal Courts, and do not extend to that 
of the State Courts: having, also, endeavored to show that 
every other part of the original Constitution, and its amend- 
ments, is subject to the same restrictions, it would seem to be 
a reasonable inference that this last and solitary clause should 
receive a similar construction. The general principle, that a 
constitution settles the powers and arranges the jurisdiction 
of its own courts and not those of another government, and 
although the convention had the power to alTect. also, those 
of the States, this principle will still prevail, unless it clearly 
and legitimately appears to have been intended to be aban- 
doned. The question then recurs, under the actual provisions 
of the Constitution, was that instrument (here) settling the 
jurisdiction of its own courts, or those of a different govern- 
ment? 

In order to elude the force of the principle ju.*! mentioned 
it is contended that the courts of the several States arc to be 
considered quoad this case, as Courts of the United States. 
They arc said to he, more emphatically, when considered in re- 
lation to the Courts of the United States, parts of one wkoU. that 
is. that they are (juoiul the case before us. a part of the Courts 
of the United States. They became so under the provisions of 
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the judicial act, only after the)* bad f^vea an opinion in a cer- 
tain way; whereas, until they had given such opinion, or event 
of their giving it the other way. they remained the Courts 
of the several States! H they are considered as the Courts 
of the several States, then here is the plain case ol the judiciary 
of <JtiT g»vcmtiie»t correctinK and reversing the decisions of 
that of another. If. on the other hand, they are considered 
as Courts of the United States, they become so by implication, 
and without having been appointeil, commissioned, or paid 
by the United States and without beint; impeachable by 
the United States. If the State Courts can be thus con- 
verted into Federal Courts, it is evident, too, that Congress 
may affect their independence as Slate Courts, and by throw- 
ing on them a. mass of Federal jurisdiction, bearing no pTx>- 
portion to the salaries they receive from the States, actually 
drive thcin out of iitfice! And whence does this implication 
arise? From the circumstance of the Courts of the States, 
having, in the course of their ordinary jurisdiction, incident- 
ally acted upon the Constitution, laws, or treaties of the United 
States, a. circumstance which would equally mark the Supreme 
Court of Calcutta, a part of the judicial system of the United 
States, when enforcing the laws of this country in that. But 
this is not all- it becomes necessary, and by like implication, 
for the Courts of the State*(, even for the Supreme Appellate 
Courts of the States, to spread the (acts upon the record, with- 
out which the Courts of the Ui.ited States cannot act upon the 
subject. This idea, though essential to the exercise of the 
appellate power, is utterly at war both with the character of 
the Supreme Court, as such, and with the right of the States to 
regulate the proceedings of their own courts. It was resolved 
by the Virginia Legislature, in acting upon the report afore- 
said, that the appellate jurisdiction given by the clause in 
question did not extend to criminal cases, depending in even the 
inferior Federal Courts, notwithstanding the generality of the 
cases used, because jury trial was secured in such cases by 
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the Constitution, and was not it subject of appeal. This argu- 
ment holds much more forxribly, in the case before us. both 
because the tenns used are fairly satt&lied by referring them 
only to the Federal tribunals, and because they cannot reach 
the Courts of the States, but by passing iiuo another govern- 
ment, sinking the character of the Supreme Courts of the States 
into mere inferior tribunals, and invading the heretofore ex- 
clusive rights of the States to regulate the proceedings of their 
own Courts, Again, in order to authorize the re-examination 
of facts in the Supreme Court, a course contrary to the general 
proceedings of appellate Courts, it was found necessary to 
provide fxptealy (or it in the Constitution. Had this not 
been done, the Court would have been confined to the record, 
as in other cases. This provision is, by analogy, conclusive 
to show, that the appeals here intended are only those from 
the Federal Courts. Had it been intended to trench upon causes 
abiding in the State Courts, also, the most express and explicit 
words would have been used to effectuate so unusual and 
delicate a power. As such words are not used, it is a fair pre- 
sumption that tliis was not intended. 

But what is the implication by which this effeet is to be pro- 
duced ? By which a power is to be taken from the State Govern- 
ments and vested in that of the Union, and the Courts of the 
former taken into the scrx-icc of the latter? There is no iota 
of expression in the Constitution which either takes it from 
the States, or gives it to the United States. If it he said that 
the implication arises from the nature of the power, I answer 
that that power, when exercised in a State Court is a part 
of the judicial power of the States, and not of that of the United 
States, as I have already endeavored to show. What, then, 
do the gentlemen contend for. but a power neither expressly 
granted to the general government, nor taken from the States, 
nor fonning a part of the judicial power of the United States. 
If this mode of deducing power be adequate to the purpose, it 
was verj' unnecessary, indeed, for the Constitution, after having. 



342 



Randolph-Maam Hutorical Papers. 



in the eighth section of the first article thereof, expressly granted 
to Con^jreas certain im|>orUint .ind necessan* powers, to f^o on, 
in the tenth section, and expressly inhibit them to the States. 
If in this instance, both a gr&ni of the powem to the United 
States, and a denial of them to the several States were deemed 
necessary to carry the powers to the general Rovemmcnt, what 
lire we to say of a case in which there is neither such grant, 
nor such denial, to be found in the instniment^ If all this 
caution was deemed necessary, through a becoming respect for 
the rights of the States, and a just objection to the implication 
of power, in regard to powers (those of declaring war and grant* 
ing letters of maniue and reprisal, for example) emphatically 
belonging to the government of the Union, and no bow apper- 
taining to those of the States, is it not much more neoessaiy, 
in relation to such as are no how essential to the United States 
and exclusively belong to the ftever.-il States, .is forming a port 
of their judicial power? If the Convention deemed it neoes- 
aary to write with a pen of steel in relation to the stronger 
case just mentioned, is it to be believed they would have con- 
veyed in water-colors the weaker power now in question. 

I have thus endeavored to show, by the preceding detail, 
that none of the clauses of the Constitution before mentioned 
relate to the State Courts, or to the causes therein depending; 
that the power now in question has not been expressly granted 
to the general government, nor inhibited to those of the States: 
that it exists nowhere but in the general words of the preamble 
to the Constitution, and is not a necessary,' incident to any 
power which has been specihcally granted. It is not neces- 
sarily incident to the power of the appellate Court of one gov- 
emment to correct the proceedings of tJw Courts of another, 
though acting upon the Constitution or laws of the former. 
I have also endeavored to show thsit the pretence of a construc- 
tive power, arising from the general words of the preamble 
to the Constitution, is not only fatal to the principle, tliat 
the government of the United States is one of limited and 
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granted powers, and leaves no limit to the diticrotiun of the 
legislature, hut is [jeculiarly objectionable as relative to the 
excrrise of the powers of the judiciary. It is only, however, 
under the general terms of the preamble and on the ground 
of iin imagination in Congress und the Federal judges, that 
the peace of the Union is to be only preserved thereby, that 
the jurisdiction in question has 'been assumed. This is not 
the fact, and, if it were, those authorities ought still to have 
waited until the power had been constitutionally conferred 
upon them. 

An idea was early taken up by Congress, founded upon the 
opinion of some Pedenil writers, that the Slate judiciaries tould 
not be considered as impartial, in the case of treaties, and would 
embroil the United States with fureign nations. This dispar* 
agemcnt of those authorities finds no counterpart in the Con- 
stitution it^lf. It is true that the sixth article thereof declares 
that the Constitution, laws and treaties of the United Sttttce, 
shall be the supreme law. and that the judges of the several 
States shall he bound thereby, anything in their laws or constitu- 
tions to the contrary notwithstanding. This article merely 
declares the supremacy of the Constitution, laws and treaties 
of the United States over the several States, but evinces no 
dixtrust of the State judges. The only circumstance from 
which the contrary could possibly be inferred, is the oath im- 
posed on them by the said article, but the inference is completely 
flemolished by the considerations that the oath is a general 
one, to support the Constitution of the United States, and is 
required to be taken by the Federal as well as the Sute judges. 
But if such distrust was anyhow deducible from this ckuse of 
the Constitution, the antidote is, also, provided therein. It 
e.\ists in the oath imposed on them, as aforesaid, to support 
the Constitution of the United States. This is, in that view, 
if I may s.o express myself, the agreed remedy for the evil, and 
after this, it does not lie in the mouth of any to raise the objec- 
tion. It is not for Congress to distrust those in whom tlK 
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Constitution has confided; to distrust tbem in the exercise 
of an ancient and ordinary jurisdiction, and which has not' 
been taken nway or impaired t>y any spetilic grant in tlic Con- 
stitution. While it is not intended to enter into any compari- 
son of the fitness of the respective judiciaries for that service, 
it may be asked, however, is it insinuated or expected that 
the Federal judges will yield to politiced consequences, imd adopt 
themselves in matters of treaty, to the policy of the adminis- 
tration ? 1 hope not, and yet, it is difficult to any other ground 
on which their monopoly of jurisdiction, on this subject, has 
been so zealously contended for. 

If the power now in question belongs to the State tribunals, 
when attaching therein, in exclusion of the Courts of the United 
States, that fact is well known to foreign nations and must be 
submitted to by them. If it could even be deemed an outrage 
upon them, they must be content to receive the majjnani- 
mous answer, given by the Queen of England to the Russian 
Emperor — namely, that she was not warranted by the laws of 
England in doing the arbitrar>- act which he required. I pre- 
sume that the British nation, at least, would not quarrel with 
us for following what has ever been deemed a proud example 
in her own annab. They would not condemn us for adjudging 
the decision of the tribunal to be hnal. which her subjects, 
with a choice of jurisdiction lieforc them eUxted to resort to, 
and which (under the actual law of Congress on the subject) 
is tinal if found in their favor. 

The power now contended for i.<t no such mighty boon in 
favor of the State judiciaries, as may have been supposed. It is 
exercised, as I have already marked, by the courts of eveiT,- 
ci\-ilized nation. On the ground of the contract following the 
person of the debt, or the laws of the countr>- in which it is 
originated (including trealies and all), are to be decided on by 
foreign tribunals. They, indeed, would wish to conform to 
the constructions of the Courts of the State in which the con- 
[tnct originated, but their decisions, if otherwise, arc never- 
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thelen final. Why shall the sovereign States of America 
sovereign in respect of all powers not clearly and specifically 
granted to Congress, not possess the rights claimed and exer- 
cised by every otlicr State? Why should foreign nations re- 
quire the head of a confederate government to exercise powers 
not granted to it by the Constitution and which would embroil 
it with the members of which the confederacy is composed? 
Why shall we run this risk and establish these preferences in 
behalf of the subjects of nations, certainly yielding us no equi- 
valent therefrom, and at most permitting foreigners to stand 
on the same footing in their courts with themselves. 

It is here to be observed, that in most of the suits depending 
in this country', in which foreigners are parties, they will be 
plaintiffs and not defendants. They will not be defendants.' 
because in general they remain in tlieir own countries. As 
plaintiffs, they have elected their jurisdiction, and there is no 
hardship in their being compelled to abide by it. and even in 
the few cases in which they may be defendants here, this elec- 
tion is also e.\tended to them by the twelfth section of the 
judicial act. the constitutionality of which, however. I do not 
.mean to incjuire into. In every instance, therefore, in which 
a State tribunal passes upon the cause of a foreigner, he has 
made his election of the State judiciary. But if this were even , 
otherwise as to foreign d«{endanli in the State Courts, as in 
most instances foreigners will be pluinlif^s when suing in this 
country, the rule of construction foreibly applies that laws are 
to be expounded in relation to those cases quo« freqiunltus acci- 
di-nt. 

I have said that this controlling power was not essential to 
preserve the peace of the nation. Without going into other 
considerations or authorities on the subject, it is sullicicnt to 
remark that the American people have decided that it is no 
cause of oScnsc to foreign nations to have their causes de- 
cided, and exclusively and finally decided, by the State tribu- 
nals. In that amendment to the Constitution, by which the 
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jurisdiction of the Federal CourU is prohibited, in suit« brought 
against the States by foreign citizens or subjects, this construe- 
tion is inost undoubted and has never been complaine<l of. 
Since the adoption of that amendment, the election of juris- 
diction has been entirely taken away from foreigners in al] 
suits against the Statcis. and tliose suits can now be only brought 
in the State Courts in exclusion of e\-er\- other, and that, too. 
in cases in which, from the circumstances of the States them- 
selves being parties, it might perhaps be plausibly argued that 
the judges of the State Courts were not free from bias. 1 con- 
sider that this clear declaration by the American people, and 
which has never excited a niunnur in foreign nations, has put 
down the notion now in question. It has settled the question 
forever — that it is no cause of war to foreign nations that the 
State judiciaries should linally decide the causes elected to 
be brought therein by their subjects. It has, consequently, 
overthrown the only foundation on which the whole super- 
structure of the twenty-iifth section of the judicial act has be 
supposed to rest. 

That pretense is the only one on which the power in question 
could be attempted to be justifiol. That of nsndering uoin 
form all judgments in the case of treaties is still less tenable,1 
and is even not attaine<l by the actual provisions of the judi- 
cial act. Under that act the appeal equally lies to the Supr 
Court of the United States, where such uniformity already 
exists, and is denied where it is wanting. If. for ex.-imp]e, 
the Supreme Court of the United States has decided against a 
treaty, and the Supreme Court of a State decides the same way, 
there this uniformity already exists, and yet the ap)>eat is 
allowed. If, on the other hand, the former Court decidesj 
against a treaty and the tatter in favor of it. this anifonnit] 
is wanting, and yet the appeal is denied! 

The preceding remarks apply, a fortiori, to the Umited and 
partial [mwer of reversal conferred on the Supreme Court by 
the twcnty-tifth section of the judicial act. It is, indeed, the 
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lur»l offspring of the parent from which it has proceeded. 
The novel spectacle of a judgment being final or not. as it may 

' chance to be one side or the other, and of a Court being of the 
last resort, or otherwise, as its decision may happen to have 
been for one or other of the parlies, is worthy of a system which 
only admits the judges to be impartial on one side of a given 
question! That, however, is a chimera, existing only in the 
imagination of a former Congress. It was an after-thought, 
well calculated to aggrandize the general government at the 
exjiense of those of the States, to work a consolidation of the 
confederacy, and can only be presented to be justified by the 
broad principles of construction, which brought the alien and 
sedition laws into our Code' 1 would consign it to a common 
touch with them as members of the same family and originating 

I in the same ora of our govemmcni. 

It was contended by the appellees' counsel that the power 

tnow in question results to the Supreme Court from the con- 
current power given to the State Courts over the same syb- 
jects. The idea of a concession of power is at war with that 
of one of the parties possessing a power of reversal and con- 
trol over the other. It may be further remarked that the 
concurrent power is not derived to the State Courts from any 
grant or conces.sioa to the Constitution. It results to them 
on general principles, It is common to them, with the cmirts 
of every civilized nation, in respect of civil cases, and no argu- 
ment based mi^rely on this principle, can erect the Courts of 
the States into inferior Federal Courts, or give the Courts 
of the Union a conlrolhng power over them which would not. 
under like circumstances, have a co-extensive effect over those 
of every other country. 

I have already alluded to another objection to the power 
granted by the twenty-fifth section of the judicial act. and 
that is, that it erects the Courts of the Several States in to 
inferior Courts m a manner not warranted by the Constitution. 
The interior Courts contemplated by the Constitution must 
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not only be "ordained and established" by Congress, but the 
judges thereof must be appointed by the President and receive 
an adequate compensation for their services. Nothing of this 
sort exists in relation to this Court, and yet ifitcad the case before 
us. tliis Court is taken into the service of the United States and 
made one of their inferior Courts. This is proved, both by tiM 
reversal and mandate now Seforc us and by the emanation o( 
the writ of error. That writ is defined to be "a comniissioD 
by which the judges of the superior Court are authorized to 
examine the record on which a judgment was given in an in- 
ferior Court and to afiinn. or reverse the same." This Court, 
therefore, being called upon to execute the duties of a Court. 
inferior to the Supreme Court of the United States, and yet 
not being constitutionally established as such, ought not to 
exercise the same. 

II. I am now to inquire, secondly, whether the case before us 
comes within the provision of the twentv-fifth section of the 
judicial act. 

That section provides, "that a final judgment or decree, in 
any suit in the higher Court of law nr equity of a State, to which 
a decision in the suit could bo had where is drawn in question 
the vulidity of a treaty or statute of, or an authority exercised 
under the United States, and the decision is af^ainst thetr i\i/itii(y. 
or where is drawn in question the validity of a statute of. or an 
authority exercised under any State, on the ground of their 
being repugnant to the Constitution, treaties, or ]a.vn of the 
United States, and the decision is iii fmfor of xi4th vali-iily. or 
where is drawn in .question the construction of any clause of 
the Constitution or of a treaty, or statute of. or commission 
held under the United States, and the decision is against the 
title, right, privilege, or execution, specially set up or claimed 
by either part)- under such clause of said Constitution, treaty. 
statute, or commission, may be re-examined and reversed or 
atfiniied in the Supreme Court of the United States upon a writ 
of error, the citation being signed, etc." But it is further 
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ifDVided therein that "ho other error shall he asitpud or regarded 
){iound of reversal in any such case as aforesaid than such 
as appears on the (ate of the record, and imiuaiUuely rispecis 
the before-mentioned questions of validity or conslruaion of 
he said Constitution, treaties, statutes, commissions, or au- 
thorities in dispute." 

While the first two metnlwrs of this section are confined to 
cases in which the vaUdity of a treaty, etc., is decided against 
Id to be outweig;hed by the conflicting authorities of the 
.1 States, the third member (taken in exclusion of the 
proviso), would seem by its terms to apply to cases in which the 
itniction of a treaty occurs and the decision is against the 
etc., set up under the same; although the authority 
|k^)plication of the said treaty should be exprenly admitted 
il by the adverse part<e« and the Court, and the decision 
should in part be made upon grounds of a mere ordinary' nature. 
But this construction c<m never be right. It is not justified 
by even that unwarrantable jealousy of the State Courts which 
gives rise to the section in question, and would invade, without 
even a plausible pretext, the jurisdiction of the State Courts 
upon points of their mere ordinary jurisdiction in all cases, at 
least, in which a treaty, etc.. should come into question, and the 
decision was on any ground adverse to him who relied upon it. 
It would give an appeal, although the construction of the treaty, 
etc., neither came into question, nor was decided against, but 
was even permitted to operate in the party's favor; who. how- 
ever, on some other and ordinary ground, was estopped from 
succeeding in the muse. The construction of the act. however, 
does not depend merely upon the last member of the section. 
By the exception, or the proviso therein also contained, no other 
error is to be assigned or regarded than such as appears on the 
face of the record, and immediately respects the construction 
of the trejity relied upon. This proviso, or exception, especially 
when taken in connection with a principle which pervades all 
appellate Courts — namely, that a party shall not assign for 
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error that which is beneficial, or not injurious to him, coo- 
fines the appeal to cases in which, as it appears from the face 
of the record, the treaty both came in question and was decided 
against, to the injury of htm who relied on it. In other words, 
the exception of the clause restricts the preceding words of 
it. which might have otherwise been considered more exten- 
sive, and produces s>'mmeiry between all the meinbers of the 
section. 

This view of tlie subject would produce a correspondent 
right to the party grieved by the construction of th« Court 
below to make the point of the decision upon the treaty a par 
of the reconi, that is. of the judgment us well to give jurisdic- 
tion to the appellate Court as to afford a foundation on which 
the errors permitted by the act to be auigned are to be erected. 
But to suppose that a Court having only jurisdiction in a single 
case is not to show that that case has actually occurred, would 
Iw us novel in the history- of judiciary proceedings as it might 
be fatal to the ordinary groimds of jurisdiction of the scveral^^ 
States; ground, on no pretense, requiring the corrective powe 
now contended for and as to which the State Courts 
the undoubted privilege even to err without remedy. 

In the case before us. while it is admitted that the appellant 
was a British alien und set ap the treaty of peace as a ground 
defense against appellee's claim, it wus far from being the otUif^ 
ground of that defense, or on which, only, the decision of thLs 
&>iirt. or that of the district Court could have turned, "W 
case agreed in the cause consists of [jurteen ditfercnt tindings,^ 
most of which are of a mere ordinary character. For example, 
as this suit respected land lying; in the territor>' granted by the 
English Crown lo Lord Fairfax, and also granted to the appel- 
lant by this Commonwealth since his death, one of those find- 
ings drew in question the point (possibly never before solemntj 
settled by this Court), whether Lord Fairfax had an allodii 
or only a mere seignioral right to the land. Under the last 
idea of his title, a judgment in favor of the appellee ought not. 
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pcrluips. to have been rendered, although in other reepccts the 
ty should have been in his favor. That would have been 
■^B mere ordiiiar>' ground of jurisdiction, no how within the 
meaninK or purview of the twenty-fifth section, and many other 
points of the same character may lie found to exist in the case 
a};reed. Whatever the fact may have been, the most the Su- 
preme Court of the United Slates is permitted to know is to 
be collected from this Court's judijinent of reversal, and that 
judgment is gfiurat and only lakes the ground that the law 
on the case agreed is. on some points, in favor of the appellant. 
It may well have been for aught appearing of record to the 
contrary, that the judgment was rendered upon the before- 
mentioned question respecting the nature of Lord Fairfax's 
title, or on some of the other ordinary grounds of inquiry sub- 
mitted by the case agreed; oi jt may be taken to have been 
rendered (as the fact really was), u|ion the act of the compra- 
mise of 1795, which, although it was posterior to. and formed 
no part of the c^ise agreed, was considered by the Court as a 
letter addressed to them by the appellee, authorising it to 
render the judgment pursuant to the provisions of that act. 
But if. in trust, the judgment of this Court was rendered upon 
the construction of the treaty it is the appellee's misfortune 
that he did nut manifest it to the appellate Court by spreading 
it upon the record. 

Thus stands the case upon the record, by which alone the 
Supreme Court of the United States should have been gov- 
erned in assuming a jurisdiction in the case. But if that Court 
had held itself at liberty to go out of the record and resort to 
those reports which are deemed authentic evidence of the deci- 
sions therein contained, its jurisdiction in this case would have 
been cut up by the roots altogether. Tlie report of the case 
would have shown that if the treaty of peace was at all decided 
on by the district Court (Winchester), its decision was, in effect, 
affirmed as to that point by the equal suffrages of the judges 
of this Court upon it. That report does not merely omit to 
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state, as the record does, whether the treaty was decided upon 
or not by this Court, nnd bow: it goes further and shows that 
the actual decision of this Court was rendered upon another 
and ordinarj- ground of jurisdiction — the act of compromise 
aforesaid — such a ground as no error can be assigned, or under 
the pro%'iso of the judicial act, as aforesatd, and as must for- 
ever l>ar the Supreme Court of the United Statvs from acting 
upon the case, unless we go beyond the actual provision of the 
section in (guestion. let in the power of that Court upon grounds 
of a more ordinary nature or admit that to be a ground of 
error which may have been decided in the party's favor' I 
conclude, therefore, that it does not appear from this record, 
that the Supreme Court of the United States had jurijtdictioitl 
in the case before us. under the true construction of the act 
in question, and that it appears, on the contrary, by authen- 
tic evidence. aiietuU, that they had no such jurisdiction. 1 
cannot consent, therefore, to waive the exercise of the just andJ 
constitutional powers of this Court and to register and enforot' 
the judgment before us, even admitting the section ia question 
to be conslituiiona). until I am prepared to admit that the 
Supreme Court of the United States has a right to review and 
reverse the judgments of this Court in all cases whatsoever, 
or at least in all in which a treaty, etc.. may be cither realljrJ 
or cotorably relied on as om' of the grounds of defense, or claim,' 
although the same was either not decided upon at all, or the 
decision was in the parties' favor. 

III. I come now to inquire, in the third place, whether this 
Court has a right to declare its own opinions on both or either 
of the questions before-mentioned if opposed to the decisions of 
the Supreme Court of the United States? That depends upon 
the question first discussed; whether an appeal lies from this 
Court to that, or in other words, whether this Court be subor- 
dinate to that in relation to the present subject? If it is not. 
however respectable that Court may be, its decisions arc not 
binding upon this tribunal. 




In nmldng a decision on this subject this Court does not so 
much decide what are the rights and powers of the Federal 
Court, as what are it« otim. There is no position more clear 
than that, even in the same government, a Court may be para- 
mount, as tu some powers, while it is subordinate as to others. 
■ The (general Court of this Commonwealth, for example, is the 
ISuprcme Court as to all criminal cases, though its jurisdiction 
lis inferior to that of this Court as to those whicli are civil. 
[No person will deny that, in relation to criminal causes, it 
[would adjudge itself to he the Court of last resort, and would 
[Tesisl the encroachment of this Court upon it. It would resist, 
I woulfl most properly resist, an edici of this Court condemning 
bitizen to suffer death whom that Court had adjudged to be 
[Innocent, Every ailment applying to justify the decision 
[of the general Court in such a case would lioM more forcibly 
tin the case before us. If such resistance can he made by a 
I Court which is, in most instances, an inferior Court, much more 
can it by one which is in no instance subordinate. If it can be 
made by a Court which is, in truth, a part of "one whole," 
much more can it by one which is not. If it can be made by 
a Court of the satue govemmenl with much propriety, can it 
by that of a different one? 
^B The counsel for the appellee have furnished us irith a string 
^^of cases, in which the jurisdiction in question has been enter- 
tained by the Supreme Court of the United States. They 
have had it in their power to do this, because the cases occurred 
^Bin that Court and not in this. The portrait is exhibited as if 
^B-w. because the man ami not the lion was the painter. It is not 
^■to be denied that the jurisdiction now in question has been 
^M entertained by the Supreme Court in sundry' instances, but 
^pthat jurisdiction has gained by a piece-meal and has never 
received the solenm and deliberate discussion and deci.tion of 
that tribunal. It has been adopted, also, under a latitude of 
I construction and discretion in the Court which is at war with 
I the idea of limited and specified powers in general government. 
7 
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That decision was coeval, as I have already said, nith suodry 
acts of the National Legislature passed upon the same princi- 
ple, but while those acts have been scouted and repealed by 
general consent, under a more correct view of the Constitution. 
the decision has been suffered to remain and to be acted on as 
a precedent! 

I have already staid, with the Viifiinia Legislature, that the 
powers of the Federal {{ovcminent result from the compact to 
which the Smuw are parties; are no farther valid than as ihey 
are authoriicd by the grants enumerated in the compact, and, I 
will now add, by the same authority, "that in case of a deli- 
berate, palpable and dangerous exercise of powers, not graiitedi 
by the said compact, the States, who are parties thereto. ha^-ei 
the right, and are duly bound to arrest the progress of 
the evil."« While the States in thdr les:islative. or 
even original character, are authorized to interfere in 
cases of the palpable nature just mentioned, the Courts of 
the State are also authorized to checic the evil when it occurs 
in the exercise of their ordinary jurisdiction. Thus in the 
before-mentioned case of the ComntoMweaith v. CtMxtt. the 
Supreme Court of the State of Pcnnsylvannia solemnly and 
unanimously refused to permit the defendant, who was an alien, 
to remove a cause in which Itc was sued by the State in its 
Supreme Court, into the Circuit Court of the United States, 
notnithstanding the comprehensiveness of the words of the 
twelfth section of the judicial act upon this subject. That 
Court, after declaring in most expUcit terms that all powers' 
not granted to the Government of the United States remained 
with the several States: that the Federal government was a-j 
league, or treaty, made by the individual States as one party, 
and all the States as another. That when two nations differ 
about the construction of a league, or treaty, existing between 
them, neither has the right to decide it, and that, if one of the 
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Sums should differ with the United Sutes as to th« extent of 
the grant inade to them, there is no common umpire between 
them; but the i>eopIe. by an amendment to the Constitution, 
went on to declare its own opinion on the subject and over- 
ruled the motion on the ground that the sovereign State of 
Pennsylvania could not on account of its dignity be carried 
before that Court. 

One of the uppellec's counsvl was pleased to call this decision, 
a dittum of Chief Justice McKean's. I must be excused for 
saying it is no dictum, nor is it Che sole and individual opinion 
of that respectable judge. It is the solemn and unanimous de- 
dsion and resolution of the Supreme Court of one of the most 
respectable States in the Union, It contains no principle which 
every friend to the federative system of government will not 
readily subscribe to: it exhibits no sentiment alarming to any 
but the friends of consolidation. 

It has been said that this decision of the Supreme Court of 
Pennsylvania is a single and solitary one. The ()uestion has, 
ptrkaps. seldom ocnirrcd in the State tribunals. As, however, 
error does not become truth by being often repeated, neither 
does truth lose any of its beauty by being seldom promulgated. 
Again it has been said that the jurisdiction of the Supreme 
Court has been acquiesced in by some of the States. It has 
never been before asserted in the Courts of this Commonwealth, 
nor acquiesced in by them. As t^) tlte acquiescence of other 
States. 1 deem it unnccesiiary to go into any inquiry on the 
subject. While such acquiescence, if it has existed, may b« 
accounted for on m many grounds other than that of an acknow- 
ledgment of the Federal claim, it is suthdent for us to say that 
those <lecis)ons are not binding upon us. Otlier States mjiy 
abandon their ofwn rights under the Federal compact, hut have 
no power to cede or relinquish ours. I consider this decision 
by the Supreme Court of Penns>'lvania as a complete and solemn 
authority to show that in case of a difference of opinion between 
tlie governments as to the extent of the powers vested by the 
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Constitution, while neither party is competent to bind the 
other, the courts of each have power to act upon the subject. 

So in ihe case of Rose v. Huifly," it was resolved by 
the Supreme Court of the United States itself thai a sen- 
tence rendered by a self-constituted body, or by a body not 
empowered by its govemment lo take cognizance of the sub- 
ject, could have no legal eticct whatever: that the power under 
which it acts be looked into, and its authority to decide the 
questions which it professes to dcddc must be considered, 
that the operation of even,- judgment must depend upon th^ 
power of the Court to render the judgment, or. m other words, 
on its jurisdiction over the subject matter which it has deter- 
mined. These authorities are conclusive to justify the Court 
in pursuing its own opinions on this subject, and I can perceive 
no arjcuments juslifyinn the authority- of the decisions of the 
Supreme Court of the United Statc« in relation to this case, 
which would not equally sustain its judgments rendered upon the 
construction of our act of descents; for example, should ihat 
Court ever so far forget its own Umited powers as to intrencb 
on that province also. 

Upon the whole. I am of opinion that the Constitutioai 
confers no power upon the Supreme Court of the United Statesi 
to meddle with the judgment of this Court in the case before 
ue; that this case does not come within the actual provisionjj 
of the twenty-fifth section of the judicial act. and that thia 
Court is both at liberty and is bound to follow its own convic- 
tions on the subject — anything in the derisions, or supf 
decisions, of any other Court to the contrar>- notwithstandingj 

My conclusion, consequently, ix that everything done in this 
cause, subsequently to the judgment of reversal by this Court| 
was coram non judice, unconstitutional and void, and shouk 
be entirely disregarded by this Court; that the writ of error in 
this case was improvidently allowed, and that the judgment 
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of reversal by the Court should be now certified to the superior 
Court which has suet-ceded to the District Court of Winchester. 
Lin its powers, for Che purpose of heing carried imo complete 
texecution. Ricltmond EiKfuircr, February i, i8t6. 



RIGHTS OF THE STATES AND OP THE PEOPLE-No. l." 

\T0 tiie Editor 0/ tJu- Enquinrr: — 

By means of a, letter to you, sir, I beg leave to address my 
jfcllow citizens. I address them on a momentous subject. I 
[address them with diffidence, and with respect, with the respect 
twhich is due the most favored, if not the most respectable section 
Fof the human race: and with the ditfidence which I ought to 
Fjeel. when f compure the sm.illness of my means with the great- 
ness of my undertaking. I address my fellow citizens without 
any distinction of parties. Although some of them will, doubt- 
Lkss, lend a more willing car than others, to the important truths 



iRitchie cDmmand«d the articles to hU r«ader« in the roUowing ng> 
oilicant language: "Hear him (or hia cauM." Wv ask tlw fttuntion 
ot our retuleRt to the «ericii of numben whi«:h AppcAT in succcwion. under 
^the vcncrabUf name ol Hampd-in. The subject is anc which is enlitUd 
rto the hveKest interest; «nd the p«n u( the writer ia e(|ual to the sub- 
ject, ercAt M. it it. which he has undertnlcen to dtscuM. The tupTcnie 
court of tlw Uniiod Staus n a irib^mal of great and commanding au- 
thority, whose decisions, if not received us " the law and the prophet*," 
am always cntiilcd la the deepest attention. To the pretiding jiistice 
ot that court, we :ir« nlw^iys ready to pay that tribute, which his pvat 
abilities deserve, but no tribunal, however high, no abilities, however 
Aplendid. ought to canoniie the opinions which an advanced. We 
. solemnly believe the opinion of the Supreme Court in the case of the 
ok to be ffAUxhl with alnrmiuf! consequences; the federal Conttitu- 
to be misinterpreted, and the rights of the Stales and the people 
l.to be threatened with danger. We solemnly believe that Hampden 
T'bas refuted the opinion of the Supreme Court, and placed it tn its proi.>?r 
Llight before the pubUc. We wish the people to hear him. — " hear him 
Ifor his cause," 

It adds to the political importanoe of these papers to know that Jelfer- 
son commended them most heartily.— Ei>. • 
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I shall endeavor to mticuliite. none can h«ar them with uuiif- 
(crencc. None of them can be prepared to give n carl*- blanche 
to our federal rulers, and to obliterate the State ^vertunenU. 
forever, from our pohtiral 8>-sten). 

It has been the happiness of the American people to be con- 
nected together in a confederate republic: to be united by 
system, which extends the sphere of popular government, and 
reconcile* the advantages of monarchy with those of a repub- 
lic: a system which combines all the internal advantages of the 
latter, with all the force of the former. It has been our happi*^ 
ness to believe, that in the partition of jwwers between the gener 
and State governments, the former possessed only such as wer 
expressly granted, or passed therewith as necessary incidents,^ 
while all the residuary powers were reserved b>" the latter. It 
was deeme<l by tlK enliglitened founders of the Contititution, 
essential to the internal happiness and welfare of their consti-l 
tuents, to reserve some powers to the State govermnenta. As 
to their external safety, to grant others to the government oCj 
the union. This, it is believed, was done by the Constitution 
hi its original shape; but such were the natural fears and jeal- 
ousies of our citizens, in relation to this all-important subje 
that it was deemed necessary to (|uiet those fears by the tentltl 
amendment to the Constitution. It is not easy to devise strtmger 
terms to effect thai object than those used in thai iimendntentij 

Such, however, is the proncncss of iill men to extend and abii 
their power. — to "feel power and forget right." — that even 
this article has afforded us no security. That legislative po¥ 
which is everywhere extending the sphere of its activity 
drawing all power into its impetuous vortex, has blinked even 
the strong words of this amendment. That judicial power, 
which according to Montcsquien is, "in some measure, next to 
nothing"; and whose pro\'inee this great writer limits to "pun- 
ishing criminals and determining the disputes which arise be^ 
tween individuals"; that judiciar\' which, in Rome acoor 
to the same author, was not entrusted to decide questions which 



Roane. 



359 



con<:erT>e<l "the interesU of the State, in the relation which it 
bears to its citizens": and which, in England, has only invaded 
the constitution in (he worxt of times, and then, always, on 
the side of arbitrary power, has also deemed its interference 
neoessory, in our country. It will readily be perceived that 
I allude to the decision oi ttic supreme court of the United States, 
in the case of M'Culloh against the State of Mar>'land. 

The warfare carried on by the legislature of the Union, againsrt 
the rights of " the States" and of "the people" has bwm with 
various success and always by detachment. They have not 
dared to break down the barriers of the Constitution, by a gen' 
tral act declaratory of their po«-er. That measure was too 
bold for these ephemeral deputies of the people. That people 
hold them in check by a short rein, and would consign them 
to merited infamy, at the next election . . They 

have adopted a safer course. Criscil Ettttdo is their maxim; 
and they have succeeded in seeing the Constitution expounded, 
not by what it actually contains, but by the alnaes committed 
under it. A new motle of amending the Constitution has been 
added to the ample ones provided in that instrument, and the 
strongest checks established in it have Ijcen made to yield to 
the forte of pn-cedcnts' The time will soon arrive, if it is not 
already at hand, when the Constitution may be expounded 
without ever looking into it ! — by merely reading the acts of a 
renegado Congress, or adopting the outrageous doctrines of 
Pickering, Lloyd or Shefte>* I 

The warfare waged by the judicial body has been of a bolder 
tone and character. It was not enough for them to sanction, 
in former times, the detectable doctrines of Pickering & Co., 
as aforesaid: it was not enough for tbem to annihilate the free- 
dom of the press, by incarcerating all those who dare, with a 
manly freedom, to canvass the conduct of their public agents: 
it was not enough for the |>redecessOT« of the present judges 
to preach political sermons from the bench of justice and bolst«r 
up the most unconstitutional measures of the most Abandoned 
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of our ntlers: it did not suffice to do the business in detail, and 
ratify, one by one. the legislative infrscttons of the Constitu- 
tion. That process would have been too slow, and perhap 
too troublesome. It was possible, also, that some llampdgn^ 
might make a stand against some ship-money measure of the 
government, and although h« would lose his cause with the 
court, might ultimately gain it with the people. They resolved, 
therefore, to put down all discussions of tlie kind, in future, 
by a judicial coup df main: to give a gfnerai letter of attorney 
to the future legislator of the Union; and to tread under foot I 
all those parts and articles of the Constitution which had been.] 
heretofore, deemed to set limits to the power of the fedeiatj 
legislature. Tlmt man must be a deplorable idiot who dotsj 
not see that there is no earthly difference between an Mw/i'mtWj 
grant of power and a grant limited in its terms, but accompanied ' 
with unlimited means of carrying it into execution. 

The Sujireine Court of the United States liave not only granted j 
this x.'»»Ta/ power of attorney to Congress, but they have gone 
out of the record to do it. in the case in question. It was only 
necessary, in that case, to decide whether or not the bank law 
was " iieces.sar>* and pro])er." within the meaning of live Cot>- 
stitution, for carrying into cflcct some of the granted powers; 
but the court have, in effect, expunged those words from tbe 
Constitution. There is no essential difference between ex- 
punging words from an instrument, by erasure, and reading 
them in a sense entirely arbitrary with tlie reader, and whictiJ 
the>' do not naturally bear. Great as is the confidence of the' 
nation in all its tribunals, they are not at liberty to change 
the meaning of our language. I might therefore justly contend 
that tliis opinion of the court, in so far as it outgoes the actual , 
case depending before it, and so far as it established a gen^a 
and abstract doctrine, was entirely extrajudicial and without' 
authority. I shall not, however-, press this point, as it is en- 
tirely merged in another, which I believe will be found conclu- 
sive, — namely, that that court had no power to adjudicate 



:m 



away the rest^nvd rights of a soverdpi member of the confed* 
eiacy, and vest them in the general government. 

It results from these remarks. Mr. Editor, that my ojtiiiion 
is, that the Supreme Court had no jurisdiction justifying the 
judgment which it gave, and that it decided the question wrong- 
ly. The power of tlie Supreme Court is indeed great, but it docs 
not ext«nd to eveij'thing ; it is not great enough to clKtuge the 
Constitution. . . . These points I shall endeavor to inain- 
taia in one or more subsequent numbers, I shall also briefly 
touch u|)on the bank law of the United States. That law is 
, neither justified by the Constitution, nor ratified by any ac- 
quiescence. 

Had this opinion of the Supreme Court, however, not been 
pronounced, I should not have deemed it necessary to address 
the public on the subject. I should not have been moved by 
any (KtrticuUir measure of aggression. [ know full well that 
hovrever guarded our Constitution may be. we must submit 
to particular infractions of it, 1 know that our forefathers, 
of glorious and revolutionan.' memory, submitted to many 
particular acts of opprcs&ion. iiiilictcd u[x>n them by the British 
parliament. I know that "all experience hath shown that 
mankind are more disposed to suffer while evils arc suflferable, 
than to right themselves by abolishing the forms to which they 
arc accustomed " ; and 1 know that it was only the gtiu-ral decla- 
ration by th« British parliament of their right "to legislate for 
us in nil ca.ses whatsoever," that combined the American people, 
as one man, against the oppressions of the British tyrant. 

Such a declaration is now at hand. It exists, in the opinion 
of the Supreme Court. If the limits imposed on the general 
government, by the Constitution, are stricken off, they liave, 
iiit'rally. the power to le^late for us "in all cases whatsoever": 
and then we may bid a last adieu to the State govenunents. 

In discussing the»e momentous questions. I shall not hesi- 
to speak with the spirit of a {recman. I shall not be over- 
by tlie parasites of a government gigantic in itself, and 
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inflated with recent victories, I love the honor, and, if you 
pleatie, the glory of my country, hut I love its liberty better. 
Truth and libertj- are dearer to me than I*!.ito or Socrates. I 
q)eak only of the measures of our public functionaries, but 
c^ tbem 1 shall spcatc freely. I am not a political surgeon: but 
this I know, that a wound which threatens to be nwrtal must.^ 
be probed to the bottom. The crisis is one which portends 
destruction to the liberties of the American people. 

I addreH you, Mr, Editor, on this great subject with no saa-j 
guine presages of success. I must say to my fellow citizens 
that they are sunk in apathy, and that a torpor has fallen upon 
them. Instead of that noble and magnanimous spirit which 
achieved our independence, and has often preserved us since, 
we are sodden in the InxurifS of banking. A money-loving, 
funding, stock-jobbing spirit has taken foothold among us. , 
We are almost prepared to sell our liberties for "a mess of 
tage." If Mason or Henrj' could lift their patriot heads from 
the grave, while they mounied the complete fulfilhtient of their 
prophecies! they would almost exclaim with jugurtha. "Venal 
people! you will soon perish, if you can find a purchaser." 

In examinirg this (jrcat subject, 1 shall only resort to au- 
thorities tlie most imquestionalile. I shall chufiy test my do^ 
trincs by those of the enlightened advccaJei of the Constitution, 
at the time of its adoption. I shall also resort to a book, written, 
at least in part, by one o( the highest-toned statesmen in .\mcrica. 
That book is "The Federalist." and the writer alluded to is Mr. 
Hamilton. The authors of that book have I>een eulogised by 
the Chief Justice, in his "Life of Washington." for their talents 
and lo\'e of union; and by the supreme court, in the 0])inton 
before us. The court has even gone so far as to say that as 
to the opinions contained in that book, "no tribute can be paid 
to their vvrth. which exceeds their merit." If I have any ad- 
versaries in this discussion, these adt^ocaks and this book are 
thtir witnesses, and I shall take leave to cross-examine them. 
That witness is the best for the defendant, who is produced on 
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part of the plaintifT: and he is most to be beUeved who 
is both lauded by the court and testifies against his interest 
or his prejudices. 1 shall also use, occasionally, the celebrated 
report of the legislature of Virginia, in Uie year 1799. It has 
often been called by an eloquent statesman his political Bible. 
For truth, |»eTspicuily and moderation, it has ne\"er been sur- 
(tassed. It is entirely federal. It was the Maf^ua Charta on 
which the republicans settled down, after the ^mi stniggte in 
the year 1799. Its principles ha\'e only btvti departal from 
since by ttun-coats and apostates. The principles of this report 
equally consult the rights and happiness of the several States, 
and the safety and independence of the Union. 

I stiall commence, in the next number, xcntK examination of 
the opinion of th* Supreme Court. U is in every respect enti- 
tled to the chief notice. I have Rreat reason to ilisinLit myself 
in this undertaking. I am provi<led with a shng an<l a stone, 
but ] fear the inspiration will be wanting. I consider that 
opinion as the "Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the aui, 
the first and the last, of federal usurpations." 

Haupdr.v. 

RIGHTS OF THE STATES AND OF THE PEOPLE— No. 2, 



"The grievancies by which we are oppressed. I draw under 
two heads: acts of power against law, and the judgments of 
lawyers against liberty." 

To the Editor 0} llif Eiuptinr: 

According to the regular course of legal proceedings I ought, 
in the first place, to urge my pica in abatement to the jurisdic- 
tion of the court. As, however, we are not now in a court of 
justice and such a course might imply some want of confidence 
in the merits of my cause, I will postpone that enquiry, for the 
present, and proceed directly to the merits. In investigating 
those merits, I shall sometimes discuss particular points stated 
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by the Supreme Court, and. at others, urge pn^xtsitions tncoo- 
sbtent with them. 1 p1edi*e myself to object to nothing hi tb« 
opinion in r)uestion. which does not appear to me to be material- 
ly subject to error, 

I beg leave to lay down the following pfopoalions. as being 
equally incontestable in themselves, and assented to by the 
enhghiened advocates of the Constitution, at the time of its adop- 
tion. 

I. That that Constitution conveyed only a limited grant 
of poH-cnt to the general government, and reserved the resid- 
uary powers to the governments of the States, and to tlie people: 
and that the Tenth amendment was merely declarator)- of this 
principle, and inserted only to quici what the court is pleased 
to call "the exceaaive jealousies of the people." 

3. That the limited grant to Congress of certain enumerated 
powers only carried with it such additional powers as were 
foirty incifkttlat to them, or, in other words, were iwcessaiy 
and proper for their execution. 

And i. Tltat tlie insertion of the words "necessary and 
proper." in the last part of the eighth section of the first article, 
did not enlarge the powers previously given, but wen; inserted 
only through abundant caution. 

On the first i>oint it is to be remarked that the Constitution 
does not gi\'c to Congress gciuval legislative powers, but the 
legislative powers "tteretn j^anled." . . . ist Art. of Const. 
. . . . So it is said in "The Federalist," that the jurisdic- 
tion of the genera] government extends to certain enumerated 
objects only and leaves to the States a residuar>- and inviolable 
sovereignty over all other objects: that in the irttf as well as 
the old government, the general powers are limited, and the 
States, in all the unenumcratcd cases, are left in the enjoyment 
of their so\'ereign and independent jurisdiction: that the powers^ 
given to the general government arc (vw and defined: and that' 
all authorities of which the States are not expticitiy divested, 
ID favor of the Union, remain with them in full force; as is 
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^admitted by the affirmative ttrants to the general sovernment. 
llibd the prohibitions of some powers, by negative clauses to 
the State gD\'cnimcnts. 

»It was said by Mr. Madison, in the convention of Virginin 
that the powers of the general government were enumerated 
and that its legislative powers are on defined objects, beyond 
titiich it cannot extend its jurisdiction : that the genera) gov* 
emment has no power but what is given and delegated, and 
that the delegation alone warranted the power; and that 
I the powers of the general government arc hut /<■*. and relate 
to external objects, whereas those of the States relate to those 
great objects which immediately confcm the prospcrit)- of 
the people. It was said by Mr. Marshall that Congress cannot 
go beyond the delegated powers, and that a law not warranted 
by any of the enumerated powers would be void: and that 
the powers not given to Congress were rtlaiiifd by the States, 
^m and Ikat without the aid of implication. Mr. Randolph said 
^^ that every power not given by this system is left with the 
I States. And it was said by Mr. Geo. Nicholas that the people 
^m retain the powers not conferred on the general government, 
^M and that Congress cannot meddle with a power not enumerated. 
B It was resolved in the legislature of Virginia, in acting upon 
the celebrated report of 1799 {o( which Mr. Madison, the great 
patron of the Constitution, was the author), that the powers 
I vested in the general government result from the compact, 

I to which the States are the parties ; that they are limited by 
the plain sense of that instrument (the Constitution) and 
extend no further than they arc authorized by the grant; that 
the Constitution had been constantly discussed and justified 
by its iruruds, on the ground that the powers not given to the 
government were withheld from it; and that if any doubts 
OOuld have existed on the original text ol the Constitution, 
<&ey are removed by the tenth amendment; that if the powers 
granted be valid, it is only because they are grantfd. and that 
all others are retained; that both from the original Constitu- 
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tion and the t«nt)i amendment, it results that it ia incumbent 
on the general government to prove, from the Constitution, 
that it grants the particular powers: that it is immatfrut! 
whether unhmited powers be exercised under the name of 
unlimited powers, or under that of unlimited means of cany-i 
iog a limited power into execution : tliat in all the discussions^ 
and ratifications of the Constitution, it was urged as a charac- 
teristic of the government, that powers not e>ven were retained.^ 
and that none were given but those which were exprestly' 
granted, or were fairly incident to them; and that in the rati- 
fication of the Constitution by Virginia, it was expressly 
that cver>- power $tot granttd by the Constitution remaii: 
with them (the people of Vjrg:inia), and at their will. 

>. I am to show in Ihc second place that by the provisic 
of the Constitution (taken in exclusion of the words '"neces-T 
sary and proper" in the 8th of the ist article) such power* 
were only conveyed lo the general government as were express- 
ly granted or were (to iise the language of the report), fairly 
incident to them. J shall afterwards show that the insertion 
of those words, in that article, made no dilferenoc whatever 
and created no extension of the powers previously granted. 

I take it to be a clear principle of universal law~of the law 
of nature, of nations, of war. of reason and of the common 
Liw — that the general grant of a thing or power, carries with 
it all those means (and those only) which are necessary to 
the perfection of the grant, or the execution of the power. 
All those entirely concur in this respect, and are bestowed 
upon a clear principle. That principle is one which, while 
it completely eflects the object of the grant or power, a a safe 
one. as u relates to the reserved nghts of the other party. 
This is the true principle, and it is an universal one, afiplytng 
to all pacts and conventions, high or low, or of which nature 
or kind soever. It cannot be stretched or extended even in 
relation to the American government: although, for purposes 
which can easily be conjectured, the Supreme Court has usod 
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high sounding words as to it. Tl»y have stated it to be a 
government extending from St. Croix to the Ouli of Mexico, 
and from the Atlantic to the Pacific Ocenn. This principle 
depends on a ba^ which applies to all cases whatsoever, and 
is inflexible and universal. 

If. in relation to the powers of the general government, 
the express grants, aided by this principle under its true limi- 
tation, do not confer on that government powers sufficiently 
ample, let those powers be extended by an amendment to the 
Constitution. Let us now do what our convention did in 
1787, in relation to the articles of confederation. Let us 
extend their powers, but let this be the act of the ptvpli. and 
not that of subordinate agents. But let us see how far the 
amendments ar^ to extend, and not. by opening wide the 
door of implied or constructive powers, grant wc know not 
how much, nor enter into a field of interminable limits. Let 
US, in the language of the venerable Clinton, extend the powers 
of the general government, if it be necessary; but until they 
are extended, let us only exercise such powers as are clear 
and undoubted. 

In making some quotations from the laws of nature, of na- 
tions, of war, of reason, and the common law, it will be seen 
that these estabUsh not only the principle I contend for. but 
the limits under which the incidental powers arc to be exercised. 
It is in lliis .last relation that I ask the principal attention of 
the reader. While these hmits must always, in a degree, 
depend upon the circumstances of every particular case, the 
cases 1 shall give the general character of the power. It 
will be seen that that power is always limited by necessity; 
which, although it may not be. in all <:»sk», a sheer necessity, 
falls far short of the extensive range claimed, in this instance, 
by the Supreme Court. I n«ed not say to the leg,al part of 
our citizens, that the exception proves tho rule; nor that the 
allowance of a power up to a given Umit, is a denial of it 
beyond it. 
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We nre told by Vattel that "since a nation is obliged to 
jtreserve itself, it has a right to every thing nrctssary tot its 
(trrscrviition. for that the htf of $ialurv ffvts us a right to 
ever>-thing without which wc could not fulfil an obligation: 
otherwise it would oblige ua to do impossibiiilUs, or rather 
contradict itself, in pnecnbing a duty and prohibiting, at the 
sane time, the only >fi<n)i5 of fulfilling it." Af;ain be lelb tu 
that B nation has a right to e\-er>-thing wiihaui u,4tich it casaok 
obtain the perfection of the members, and the State. Again 
we are told, by him, th:it a tacit faith may )>e given by a prince, 
etc. And th«t "evcr>'thing K-ithout which what is agreed upon. 
cannot take place," is tacitly granted, — as. if a pronuae it 
tnade to an army of the enemy, which has advanced far into 
the country '*that it shall return home in safety." pronskms 
are also gnuttcd. for they cannot letura teiikatii tktm. . . . 
We are further told that tn grsnttng or accep t in g an interview 
fmU setmnty is abo tacitly granted. The provisitms ami 
seairiiy are each of them a Jinf qmo mom of the fulfiUinent 
th« grant, or promise: they are both indispntsibU. So 
tells ns that if a man grants to one his house and to 
his garden, the only entrance into which is ihrtyogh the 
the right of going through the house passes as an in ci den t , 
that it is absuTxi to gi\*e a garden to a man. into which be < 
not enter. We arc further told by this writer that the graiit^ 
of a passage for troops includes everything co nn ected with 
the passage, and mi$homl tAkh it would imc be 
as KtttdoB^ mifitarT disctplioe. bit>-tng pr ow sk w s . etc. : that^ 
he wbo pfo mti e * lecuhty to another by a safe coadnct. 
itot only to fntbaar violating it himself, but abo to 
those wbo do and rwnpf l theoi to tnaltp repaiatioo: that 
safe conduct naturally includes the baggage of the partr. 
•mt^rthinc micasary for the joomey. but that the najtst 
iwadnw way is. to fo r tiemktrot even tbe baggage: aad 
a pertstssioa to srMfa an y w h e r e iachides tbe wife aad cfaildiea. 
for that vbeo a man aettk* aa>'wbeic be carries his wife 
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children with liii», but that the caae is diSereitt as to a uife 
conduct, for that when a man travels his family is usually 
left at home. 

These examples quoted from the laws of nature, of nations, 
and of war, have a remarkahle and entire coincidence with 
principles of the common law. and show that great prin- 
'J^les extend themselves alike into every code. In all of 
them the incidental jiower is limited to what is necessary: and 
in none of thorn is a latitude allowed, as extensive as that 
claimed by the Supreme Court. 

The principle of the common law is, that when any one 
grants a thing he grants also that :vitiu>ul wkkh the grant can- 
not have its cffcot ; as, if I grant you my trees in a wood, you 
may come with carts over my land to carrj' the wood off. So 
a right of way arises on the same principle of necessity, by 
operation of law ; as. if a man t^^nts me a piece of land in the 
middle of his liolil he tacitly and implicitly gives me n right 
to come on it. We are a^ain told that when the law giveth 
anything to any one. it implicitly giveth whatever is necessary 
for taking or enjoying the same: it giveth "what is convftiienl. 
int. entry, egress and regress as much as is nccesxary." The 
tenn "convenient" is here used in a sense convertible with 
the term "necessarj-" and is not allowed the latitude of mean- 
ing given to it by the Supreme Court. It is so restricted in 
tenderness to the rights of tlie other party. The rights of 
way passing in the case above mentioned, is also that, merely, 
of a private way, and docs not give a high road or avenue 
through another's land, though such might bo most eonven- 
ienl to the purposes of the grantee. It is also a principle of 
the common law that the incident is to be taken according to 
'a rcasouablt and easy sense." and not strained to compre- 
hend things remote, "unlikely or unusual." The connection 
between the grant and the incident must he easy and clear: 
t)>e grant docs not carry with it as incidents, things which arc 
remote or doubtful. 
8 
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Them quotations fmm the contmon law are conclusive in 
fnvor o( a restricted construction of the incidental powers. 
They Dhow that nothing is j^ranted t>ut what is tucesscry. 
They exclude everything that is only remotely aececBBTv. or 
which only tends tn the (ulfillment. 

These doctrines of the common law control the present 
caKe. But it is immaterial, as I have already said, by what 
code it is to be tcstctl. On this point there is no difference 
between them; for tbcy all depend upon an inflexible and 
immuublc princi[i1«. The common law. however, Kovems 
this case. That law is often resorted to, of necessity, in ex- 
pounding the Con^titutioii. . . . Many of the |>ow«rs 
given by the Constitution, are given in terms only known in 
the common law. The authority of that law is universally 
admitted to a certain extent in expounding the Constitution. 
It is admitted both by the report of 1799, and by the Virginia 
l.,egi»lature of the same year, in relation to such parts thereof 
as have a sanction from the Constitution by the technical 
pbruc* used therein, expressing the powers given to the general 
government, and also as to such parts thereof as may be 
ado|>ted by Congress, as necessary- and i>roper for carn-'ing into 
execution the powere expressly delcgatPd."' Is not this admis- 
sion full up to the very point of referring to that law in this 
case, and adopting the standard which it has established? 

That law not only affords this standard, hut it was wise in 
the Constitution to refer to a standard which is equally fa- 
miliar to all the states, and is corroborated by the correspond- 
ing principles ol every other code. By the common law the 
term ineid«*u is also well defined, as the examples I have quoted 
will show. It is the part of wisilont to define the terms as yoa 
go. or at least to refer to a standard which contains their dcfl- 
nition. I have another preference for this code, and for the 
term "inci dent," which it uses, and that is that that term is 

••Madison 'k Report. 47; boo instnictiotu to tlie »etiatora of Virsinia, 
II. 1800 
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'/partKular. The term "means" started up on the first occasion, 
is not only undefined, but is gtneral: and "dolus latet in gen- 
fralihus" (guile covers itself under general expressions). Why 
should the Supreme Court trump up s term on this occasion, 
which is equally novel, undefined and gitu-ral. Why should 
they select a term which ii; brosd enough to demolish the limits 
prescribed hy the K^teral govemiiient. by the ^institution f 
I will now proceed to show that the t«rms "necessary" and 
"incidental" powers were those uniformly used at the outset 
of the Constitution, while the tenn "means" is entirely of 
modem origin. It is at least so, when offered as a substitute 
for the terms "incident" or "incidental powers." 

We are told in "Th« Federalist"" that all " powers i>idis' 
patiably necessary arc f[''^"'ed by the Constitution, though 
they be not expressly"; and that all the partictOar powers 
reijuisitc to carry the enumerated ones into effect, would have 
resulted tn the government by unavoidable implications, 
wiOtoiii the words "necessar>' and proper"; and that when 

I a power is given, cvcr\' particular power neceisary for doing 
It is included. Again it is said that a power is nothing but 
the ability or faculty of doing a thing, and that that ability 
inchidea the means necrssary for its execution. 
It is laid down in the rqiort before mentioned that Congress 
under the terms "neccssar)- and proper" have only all inci- 
dental powers necessarj- and proper, etc. and that the only 
enquiry is whether the ]iower is properly an incident to an 
express (xjwer and necessary to its execution, and tliat if it 
is not. Congress cannot exercise it: and that this Constitution 
^fc provided during all the discussions and ratifications of the 
HConstitution. and is absolutily ncccxsary to consist with the 
Bidea of defined or particular powers: again it is said, that none 
Bbut the express powers and tho.se fairly iiidili-nt to them were 
^granted by the Constitution." 

••Vol 1, K5C. 

••Mniiixon's Report. 76. 70. S3. 
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The terms "incident" and "incidental powers" are not only 
the termc used in the esriy tHagies uid by the friends of tht 
Constitution, but they are the terms used by the court iiself.j 
in more ]>n.-»ageN thnji one. in relation to the power in question. ' 
The same terms arc used by the Chief Justice in his "Life o( 
Wasliington."'* u relative to the imphed i>ower6. So it 
is said by Mr. Clinton, in his rejection of the bank bill 
before mentioned, that the means must be accessorial and s* 
orilinalc to the end. Mr. Clay also said on the same occasic 
that the implied powers must be accessoriai and obtiiousty^ 
fioar from the enumerated ones. Having shown the univcr 
adoption of these terms, we will now recur to their real mean- 
ing. In Co, Litt. 151 b. (Coke on Littleton) an incident is 
defined, in the common law. to be a thing "appertaining to 
or follounnn anotlier as more worthy or principal." So John* 
son defines it to be "means following in beside the main design." 
Can it be then said that means which are of an independent 
or paramounl <;haracter can bc implied as incidental' oncs^^ 
Certainly not. unless, to say the least, they be absolutely nec- 
essary, 

Can it be said after this that we are at liberty to invent terms 
Bt our pleasure, in rotation to this all-important question? 
Are we not tied down to the tenns used by the founders of 
the Constitution; terms too of limited, well defined and estab- 
lished signification? On the contrary, I see great dani^er in 
using the genrrtil term now introduced ; it may cover the latent 
designs of ambition, and change the nature of the general 
government. It ik entirely unimportant, as is before said, 
by what means this end is effected. 

3. I come in the third place to show that the words "neo-1 
«ssajy and proper," in the Constitution, add nothing to the 
powers before given to the general government. They were 
only lidded (says "The Federalist") for greater caution, and 
are tautologous and redundant, though harmless. It is also 

•*Vo). 5, 203. 
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said in the report aforesaid,'* that these words do not 
amount to a grant of new power, but for the removal of 
all uncertainty the declaration was made that the means 
were included in the grant. I might multiply authorities 
on this point to infinity; but if these do not suffice, neither 
would one were he to arise from the dead. If this power ex- 
isted in the government, before these words were used, its 
repetition or reduplication, in the Constitution, does not in- 
crease it. The "expression of that which before existed in 
the grant, has no operation." So these words "necessary and 
proper," have no power or other effect than if they had been 
annexed to and repeated in every specific grant;" and in that 
case they would have been equally unnecessary and harmless. 
As a friend, however, to the just powers of the general govern- 
ment, I do not object to them, considered as merely declaratory 
words, and inserted for greater caution: I only deny to them an 
extension to which they are not entitled, and which may be 
fatal to the reserved rights by the States and of the people. 

In my next number, Mr. Editor, I shall examine more par- 
ticularly some of the principles contained in the opinion of 
the Supreme Court. 

Haupoen. 
{To he concluded next year,) 

' MMadison's, 75. 

■!-Federalist," 1, 206. 
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